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AHTEJ CMEPTHU

INEPBAA YACTD

BrL10 Tak jKapko, 4TO OKHa Ha HOYb OCTaauch OTKPHITEIMU. [lo camy
HOCUJICS MIOJIbCKHI BeTep, MOJHNUMAJ CYXOil ITeCOK, IIyMeJ B JIACThSIX
JIePeBLEB, XJIONAJ CTaBHAMH. JII0Ke CKBO3b COH Ka3ajoch, YTO 3TO 0WK/Lb
cTy4uT 10 Kphinre. OHa Ha MUHYTY OTKpBIBAaja I7a3a. 3aHaBecKd Ou-
JIMCh 1O BETPY, KaK /{Ba YepHBIX KphUIa. JI1oka B3/ibIXasia 1 MpoBalInBa-
nack B coH. BnaxxHsle Bosocs! npusniLiu Ko 10y. Eii 66110 kapko, TOMHO
¥ aymHo. OHa NIMPOKO pacKH/bIBaTa PYKH H CHOBA OTKPBIBAJIA I71a3a.
MasnenbpKas Kpyriast po3oBast lyHa KaTHJIach CKBO3b TY4H, KaK IeTCKHI
MsunK. Temuble KpeuTbs Giucs y okHa. U rae-to cocem 61u3Ko, y ca-
MOTO cajia, y CaMoii ITOCTeNH, Y CaMOT0 Cepilia, TOP)KeCTBEHHO U TPEBOXK-
HO IIYMEJIO MOpE.

Mope? Otkyzna? Bens 3neck Hukakoro Mops HeT. Ho BosHEI nymenn
BCe HEXXHel, Bce TPeBOJKHEIH. .

Kak rpycrro. Kak xopomo. [Togymka mokpa ot cie3. Hukorza emte
He OBLIO TaKOH CTPaHHOM, TaKo# meyanbHON Houu. Jlfoka mpoTsruBaet
PYKY, ibeT Bofty. V1 cHOBa /yHa, ¥ HIyMHbIE KPBLIbS, M MOPE, U 3aIlyTaH-
HbI€, [y IIHbIE CHBL...

...Cepurii, 6neubiii paccBet. M3 0TKpBITOrO OKHA TSIHET X0mo0M. He-
60 noutu Gemoe. C muctheB Gecurymuo nagaet poca. Kycrsr pos crabo
GemeroT. OT 3eM/IN oHUMaeTcs TyMaH. B He6e neTaT TyMaHHBIE 00/1aKa.

JI1oKa e’kHuTCS, X04eT HAaTSHYTh BBIIIE IPOCTBIHIO, HO TPY/IHO IIeBeIb-
HyTbcs. OHa JIeKUT THXO, He iBUrasch. Kak cTpaHHO, KaK TAaMHCTBEHHO
Bce BOKPYT. U caz, u xomHata. [ony6oe miaThe 6eCTIOMOITHO CBUCAET CO
cryna. Yyskn, Kak 3MeH, CBepHYJIUCh Ha KOBPUKe. Y coceHell CTEHBI Ha
kpoBatH cuT Bepa. PoT nosyoTkpsIT, Aprxanbs He cabsinso. OHa KaskeT-
cs1 MepTBOil. M3-TIox KpacHOTO ofesiia BBICYHYJIaCh MajleHbKasl HOTa,
1 HOTa TOJKe KasKeTCs MepPTBO.

Jlioka nexuT He meBemsick. Hukor/a eii eme He 6510 Tak TPYCTHO.
B rpyau nerkasi, Xono/Has APOXKb U TaKasl MyCcTOTA, TaKas c1abocCTb...
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HPHHA OJOEBIIEBA

Jluctest 6mectat ot pocskl. Po3bl THXO Koy Tes. KamuTka cKpummT.
3a GeIbIM TYMaHOM He BUIHO, KTO BOIIEN B CaJl, TOJBKO TTeCOK Iy PIIHT
niog HoraMu. JI1oka BeITATHBaeT meko. BoT oH yuke o] enssMu. ApceHuii?..
Ha, ato on. Ha HeMm cepriii kocTioM. JIuio ero neyansHo. YepHble r71a3a
CMOTPAT paccessHHO. YepHble BOJIOCHI TAKO TPUYECAHEI.

WM 3a nieyaMu orpoMHBIe YepHbIe KPbUIbS... OH MeJIEHHO HIET 110
cajly |, He OCTaHABJMBAsICh, He 000PAYNBASICH, TIOTHUMAETCSI HA TEPPACY,
BXOJIUT B JIOM...

«Apcennit HukomnaeBuy», — xo4eT KpukHyTh JI10Ka, HO To/10Ca HET.

JlepeBbs cmabo packaunBaiotcst. C THCThEB OECIIYMHO AJIaeT poca.
Toabko caj, TONbKO HebO, TONBKO THIIHHA...

XonmogHEBIN BeTep BJIETAET B KOMHATY, IIeBEIUT 3aHaBecKU. UTo 3TO
6pL10?.. UTo?..

Tixo, coBceM THXO, H BeKH yiKe CHOBa omyckaoTcsa. Hudero, Hugero
He 6b110. Toabko TyMaH... ToIbKO COH...

Korpa JItoka HaKOHeI[ COBCEM MTPOCHINAETCS, 32 OKHAME OOBIKHOBEH-
HOE CONTHEYHOe YTPO.

Hapo BctaBats. Jlioka BckakuBaet, cOpackiBaeT pyOaliky Ha KOBPHK.

— Mawma, — BApPYT BCKPUKHBAeT OHA, — MaMa.

JlBeps otkpriBaercs. B6eraer Exatepuna JIsBoBHa:

— Jloka, 94TO CIyYHIIOCH?..

— Mawma, — xpuuwnrt Jlioka, — s 60sbHa, 5 cTpaIIHO OOJTbHA.

— Yo, uTO € TOOOI?

— 41 6ombHa, 1 yMHpPAIO, MaMa.

Jlioka nokassIBaeT Jipoxkallieil pyKkoii Ha IPOCTHIHIO:

— Bupuuis, s ymuparo.

Exatepuna JIbBOBHA IlesTyeT ee MOKpBIE IIEKH.

— 4 ymupaio. d ymuparo.

— [la net xe, HeT. IIpocTo THI Temepb B3pocJiasi, MOSI MaJleHbKas
JIioka.

Bepa npoceinaeTcs, noTaruBaeTcs, CaguTCs Ha MOCTENb.

— UYero THI OonATH MyMuUlib, JIioka? Hukora BeICIaThCS He JIAlllb.

— 1 6ombHa, Bepa. { ymuparo.

Bepa cMoTpuT € HelOyMeHIEM Ha CECTPY M Ha MaTh, TIOTOM FPOMKO
CMeeTcs], Kauasl paCTPeNaHHOi TOJIOBOiL:

— Imymnas w1, JItoka. AX kakag riaymnas. M Korjia Tel TOyMHEEIh?..

Exarepuna JIbBoBHa nonpasisieT NOAYIIKY, IauT JIIoKy 1o romose:
— Hy, no cBuznanbs, Most 60mbiast fo4ka. Thl MOJTEXH THXO JI0 3aBT-
paka. Eciiu moxenns, ociu. $1 ckopo Bepryce. [IpuHecy Tebe kouder.
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AHTEJ CMEPTH

Bepa no:xxumaer megaMu:

— UrTo xe, Tenepb KaxK/(bIii MECSI] MMEHUHBI CTIPABIATH Gy/ieTe?

Bepa nmoxosxa Ha caMmoe/ia B XajiaTe ¢ KalOIIOHOM.

— Cxopo 11 1B, MaMa? Y MeHS B ceMb BaHHa. MbI onosziaem...

/lBepb 3a HUMM 3akphiBaercs. Jloka ogaa. OHA JIeXKUT Ha CIIHHE
¥ CMOTPHT B OKHO. B oKkHe BH/HBI [Ba GOIBIINX GEBIX KyCTa po3, eln
u rony6oe Heb6o. Crapsiii CaloBHHK B COJOMEHHOU TLISITE U JZTHHHOM
MOJIOCATOM TIEPE/IHUKE TTOCTPUTAET PO3bl GOABITMMI HOXKHUI[aMH. [To
nopore mpoberaeT peikast Xo3stiickas cobaka. JIloka MOJHUMAET TOJIORY,
4yToOBI YBUIETH TIPY/l, OH TaM ceiiuac 3a enasmu. Ho mpynaa He BUjHO,
a BctaTh oHa 6ouTcs. OHa JIEXKUT, PUCIY UBASICh K TOMY HOBOMY, 4TO
MPOUCXOAUT B Heil. B rpyau kakas-to ocobennas jgerkocts. Betats 6bl,
nobexxaTh Ty/a 3a IPY/] 10 IHPOKOH fopore. B3obpaTthes Ha caMyIo BI-
COKYIO TOpY, TY, C BOJOHA/IOM...

Ho Becrats crpamuo. Takoit oHa 4yBcTByeT cebs XpynKoOil. Yhasmer,
pa3o6beTcs, KaK yaiHas yallka. PyKu HElo/IBH/KHO BBITSTHYTBI Ha Kpac-
HOM ojlesiyie, He HaJ[o Jlaske MTaJbl[aMH IIeBeIuTh, Ko/eHn II0THO cBU-
HyTbl. Mama ckasana: exu tuxo. M eme mama ckasaina, uyto JIoka B3poc-
nas. Bapocnas... 3uauuT, KoHYeHO ieTcTBO. UTO K, 1 cnaBa Gory. He sxan-
KO. ITO BCE BRILYMKH TIPO «30JI0TOE IETCTBOY.

Tam, B Poccun, gom 6611 Goubinoit 1 cTapsiil. 3a okHaMu Jiexan Ge-
JIBIH CBEPKAIOIIHIT CHET, OT HETO /la’ke Be4epOM OBLIO CBETJIO B KOMHATAX.
JIioka cajunack B 3ajle Ha XOJMOHBIN cKo/b3Kkuil 1oL [logBecku Ha jio-
CTpe THXO 3BEHeJIH; TEMHBIE Iy CThIe 3ePKaa MOOIECKUBAIH, 4 32 OKHOM
B MOPO3HOM Hefe TyJIsiia JIyHa CO 3Be3/IaMH, KaK KypPUIA C IBIILISITAMH.
Jlroke 651710 cTpamro. OHa Kpemye MPIKUMANAch K YePHON XOJIOJHOM
HOTe posiyisi. A BAPYT U POSIZib BPAr U ceifyac XJI0MHeT KPBIMIKOH, OTKpoeT
POT ¥ OCKAJIUT Ha Hee Bce cBoH Gobine 3y6bL. /IBeps B CTOIOBYIO OTBO-
pena. Hax ctosiom Bucut namma, no6past, yiotaast. Bucur cebe u criokoii-
HO IbeT KepocHH. TeruTslii JKeThli KPYT JIOKUTCS Ha CKaTepTh. 3a cTo-
JIOM MaMa 9uTaeT KHuUry. Tak mpocto BeTath, mobexkars Tyaa. Ho Jlioka
CHJIUT B TEMHOTE, JPOXKA OT CTPaxa, M He OTKJIMKAeTCs, /1a’ke KOIJla ee
30BYT.

Jltoka HuKOMy He A0Bepsia. Bosbire, OHU XUTPbIE, OT HUX HE KN
no6pa. /la u Benu ToXe MOYTH Bee XUTPhIe u 3Jbie. [loTOM cTaso Jerde.
Korpa ona nonsina, yto HU KodeilHUK, HU Yachl HEe MOTYT, Ia’ke eclIH
O4YeHb 3aXOTHAT, CJle/IaTh ei 371a.

A mama roBopuia: «JIioka copBarerr, xpadpasi, Becemnast. Eii 6b1 Maib-
YMKOM POJHUTHCA...»
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JI10ka 0CTOPOIKHO B3/[bIXA€T, OCTOPOKHO IOBOPAYMBAETCS Ha GOK.
«Kak xopomo 66T B3pocioit... Kak xopoio 66Tk BIIOGIEHHOM. .
Apcenuii...»

2

Bepa npuxopammBaeTcs nepej sepKaioM:

— Jlioka, nocmoTtpu. He TopuuT i yexon?

W3-nox BepuHoro xpy»keBHOTO IJIAThs C3a/(H BHITJIS/BIBAET CMEII-
HOIl PO30BBIH XBOCTHK. JIIOKa IPEKpPacHO BUMT €ro, HO CKaXkH TOJBKO
Bepe, HauHeT MOAMNBATS, epeofieBaThes. Yepes yac Torja He BRIGpaTh-
CSI U3 JIOMY.

— Her, He Topuur.

Jlioka crapaTenbHO 3aBs3biBaeT Gombmioi 6ant. Bomockr kopoTtkue,
6anT moxo fepxutcsa. OHa OCTOPOKHO MOBOpaYHBaeTCsI, YTOOBI HaHT He
ynan.

— Ter 4ero pepxumb rosoBy, Kak I[MpKOBas jomajs. Kaxercs,
OIISITh MO€H Iy/Ipoil HaIly/[pHIach?

— Hert, uto T81. HecTHOE CIOBO...

Jlioka 6sicTpo BhITHpaeT mieku u Hoc. Ho Bepe y:xe He jj0 Hee. Bepa
Ha/leBaeT IIJISILY.

— Kakag T XOpomeHbKasi, — JIbcTHT JIoKa.

Bepa noBosnbHa.

— Hy, ugem. Mama, TeI roTOBa?

Exartepuna JIbBOBHa BXO/IUT B HOBOM CHPEHEBOM IlaThe. JIioka 6beT
B JIa/IONIH:

— Ax, KaK KpacuBO.

Exarepuna JIpBoBHA poOKO yibibaeTcs:

— Xopomuo, Bepouka?

Bepa xonoiHo ocMaTpuBaeT MaTh:

— [Ia, xots... 1 ToBOpMIIa, YTO Jy4lte 6v1 amtoBoe. CaumKkoM Mo-
J10710.

Ekarepuna JIbBoBHa cMymIaeTcs:

— 1 moxynasna marepuio BedepoM. OHa IIpH CBeTe IIOYTH JIHIOBAsI.

— U xopoTko onsTh.

— To1 naxopumis, Bepouka? MoxkHO BeIycTUTh. Py6er mupokuii.

Jlioka KpacHeeT OT O6H/BI 32 MaTh:

— Henpagzaa, mama, Heripaszia. He Beps. IIpocTto ona 3aBuyer.

Exarepuna JIbBoBHa TOJKe KpacHeeT:

[10]



AHTEJ CMEPTH

— Jlioka, nepecTaHs, TIYHOCTH.
Bepa noxxumaer megamu:
— Yo :xe, ueM MBI HJIH HeT?..

OHu cafgTcs B mapke 3a cTonnK. Myssika rpemurt. JKenmunst B Ge-
JIBIX U PO30BBIX IIATHAX H3/IaTH MTOXOKU Ha KYCTHI 1IIBETOB, Ha/[ HUMH,
Kak 6abOYKH, MEJTBKAIOT MAaJIEHbKHUE T1ECTPhIEe 30HTHKH.

JIioKa OCTOPOKHO W BBICOKO JIEPKHT TOJIOBY, YTOOBI OAHT He ymal.
W ot aToro, oHa 4yBCTBYeT, y Hee O4eHb cepbe3HbIi BUA. Tak u Hajto.
Bens ona teneps B3pocias. Bepa, nypsch, ocMaTpuBaeT IyJISIONNX.

— Kaxk ’xapxo, — roBopHT OHa pasjipasKeHHO.

JI1oka ornsabpBaeTcs:

— Apcenniit Hukonaesnu.

Ot 6BICTPOrO IOBOPOTA TOJIOBEI GAHT TAHIYET Ha €e BOJIOCAX.

Bepa c nenanbiM paBHOAYIINEM pa3MeNINBAET caxap B YalllKe.

— He o6opauusaiics. CkoibKo pa3 roBopuiu Tebe.

Apcenuit Hukonaesuu npobupaercst k Hum. Ero uepHsie riiajikue Bo-
JI0chI HIIECTAT KaK TaKHpoBaHHbIe. [l THHHEbIE HOTH B 6ebIX TYGUIAX CcTy-
MAlOT ITHPOKO U YBEPEHHO.

JI10KHHO cep/ile TPOMKO GbeTCs], W OT KaX/I0T0 €ro y/apa MOAIpEI-
ruBaeT GaHT Ha TOJIOBeE.

Apcennii HukonaeBuu cagutesl 3a ux cToiauk. OH CIOKOIHO yIIBI-
GaeTcst:

— Hy BoT, uepes Tpu HA 5 yesxKalo.

— ¥Vxe?.. — Jlioka poHsieT JOXKKY. Kycok BHIIHEBOTO MOpPOKEHOTO
najiaeT Ha Gestoe miarTke.

Bepa nogHocut yamky k ry6am. [lambitel ee Hemuoro gposkar. Ceiidac
rnoTHeT Kode u nonepxuercss. Ho oHa craBut yamky obpatHo Ha 61io-
JIeYKO ¥ CMOTPHUT Ha ApCeHHs H3-TI0[ o€l PO30BOM MIIATBI U JJINH-
HBIX MOJIKPAIIEHHBIX PECHUIL

— ¥xe?.. — cpammBaeT oHa THXO U yibiOaetcs. — Kak skamb...

C My3BIKH JIOMOH B IIaHCHOH, KaK BCer/la, BO3BpAIIaIHCh BMECTE.
Brepenu Bepa ¢ Apcennem. C3anu Jlioka ¢ MaTepbio.

CuyactiuBas Bepa, oHa njieT psoM ¢ ApceHueM, CIIyIIIaeT, YTO OH To-
BopuT. V3-11071 po30B0Iii NI BU/IEH KycoK BepuHoii ieku u mojcTpu-
JKeHHBIH 3aThIIOK. BepuHa pyka B Gesoii mepuatke TepeGUT 060pKY ILTa-
1oe1. [IpoTuBHas Bepa. 11 3a 4To eii Takoe cyacthe? OHa I He IIEHUT BOBCe.

— Kak 181 BRITSIHYTach, — 03abo4yenno ropoput Exarepuna JIsBoB-
Ha. — Heyxenn tebe npusetcst HoBoe nansTo muTh?.. Hamo 6yaer mo-
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1IpoOOBaTh, HENB3ST JIM PYKaBa M MOZOJ HAJICTABUTE. A TO OTKY/A JieHeT
HalNacTHUCh...

Jlioka He oTBeyaert, faxke He cabUAT. OHa CMOTPHUT Ha ApceHHs, Ha
ero GiecTsnMe YepHBIE BOJIOCH], Ha €ro cepblii mujkak. Ha mecke jo-
PO’KKH, BJIaKHOM IOCJ/IE NOJTHBKH, OTYETIUBO OTIIEYATHIBAIOTCS CJI€/IbI
ero 6enbix Tydens. JIloka cTaBUT HOTY Ha €ro ci1efl. B ropse uto-To 6peT-
csl, Kak IoliMaHHas NTUI[A. Bo pTy cOMOHOBaTHIH BKyC, U TPYJAHO Jbl-
math. Ha JIIOKHHOM S3BIKe 5TO HAa3bIBAe€TCS «Cep/Ile B Topies. JTo ObI-
BAJIO M paHbIle, HO TOJIBKO OT cJle3. A OT pajiocTu B 1epBbIii pa3. Jloka
ocTaHaBIMBaeTcs, XxBaTaeT Exarepuny JIbBOBHY 3a pyKy:

— Mama, ax, Mamouka... Coayiraii...

— Ecnu HapmtyKoBaTh CHHUM GapxaToM, Oy/1eT COBCEM HE TaK ILIO-
x0. Kak Tebe kaxercs?

— Jla, ma. Bapxatom. Henpemenuo Gapxatom, — kpuunut Jlioka,
IIpbIrasl Ha Of{HOH HOTe. BaHT, OKOHYATEIbHO OTOPBABIINCH, IajlaeT Ha
3eMJIII0.

— Jloka, TeI Befis Gonbimas. Jloan sussat. [Topa Tebe mOMHHT...

Ha mectnune npomarorcst. ApceHHii KUBET BO BTOPOM 3Taxke, OHH
B IIEPBOM.

— Jlo cBuzaHb, 10 Beyepa.

[IBeps 3akpriBaercs. OHu 1oMa.

Bepa 6pocaet nusmy Ha cTosr. JIIoKa OAXBaTHIBAET €€

— Ha croun Henb3s. [lener He Oyer.

Bepa BeiprIBaeT nuisny u3 JIIOKHHBIX TasbIes:

— He cmeii TporaTh, — 1 IOBOpauKBaeTcs K Hell CIIMHOI.

Jlioka Xxo4ueT OGHATH CeCcTpy:

— He amucs.

Bepa Tonaet noroii:

— Y6wupaiics, CIBIIIHIIID.

Exarepuna JIbBOBHA yZIMBIEHHO CMOTPUT Ha Hee:

— Bepa, uero ThI cepumbCA?..

— A 4T0, npHUKaKelb THl MHE PaJloBaThCA?..

Bepa cHEMaeT ntaThe, CaauTCs Ha KPOBaTh, cOpachIBaeT Tydm.

— OmnaTs pIpKa Ha HSTKE.

— Ho uto ¢ Tob6oii, Bepa? — cnpamuBaet Exatepuna JIbBoBHA.

— Uro? — kpuuut Bepa. — Tl eme cupamuBaems yto? [locmoTpu
Ha ce6s1 B 3epKallo, Tor/ja i MoiiMenb.

I'naza Exarepnnsl JIbBOBHBI CTAHOBATCS KPYTJIBIMH, GPOBU BBICOKO
TIOIHUMAIOTCL.

— Uro T8I roBopub, Bepa, g1 He noHNUMALD...

[12]
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— He nonnmaems? Ha xoro Tel noxosxka? Bosocs! ctpuikensle, Hama-
3anHad. [1Insma Kak y JeBOYKH, TLIAaThe [0 KoJeH. Pa3Be Tak BBITJISIUT
MaTh B3pOC/IOH louepu?..

— Ho, Bepouka, Beib MHE TOJIBKO TPU/LATh AE€BATH JieT. PaHo MHe
PAAUTHCA cTapyxoii. M Tel cama 3Haelb, YTO e S B XKH3HH BUEA?
B nepesue. Bl ¢ Jliokoii Beuno xBopanu. [lana...

— Jla, mania. Tw1 GBI XOTh TIOMHIJIA, YTO TATY OOJIBITEBUKH PACCTpPE-
JISLITH,

Exatepuna JIbBoBHa 6eCTTOMOIIIHO BAMAXUBAET PYyKAMU:

— Bepa, xak 161 MOXkewb?.. Pa3Be 5 He 4Ty nanuHoil maMaT?

— Ter... Ter Memaemns MHe BBIFTH 3aMy’K. BoT gTo.

— $? 4 memniaio Tebe?

ITo mexam Exatepuns! JIbBOBHEI TEKy T C/1€3bl.

— A 3auem Tebe, Bepa, co6cTBEHHO TOBOPSI, 3aMY’K BBIXOIHTH, pa3
namny 6oIbIIEBUKH paccTpelisiin? — crupammusaet Joka.

— Jlioka, He Memaiics He B cBoe Jieno. Mgy urpath B caji, — CTpOTO
roBoput Exatepuna JInBoBHa.

JI10Ka MOCIyITHO BBIXOANT U3 KOMHATBI, HO JIBEPh CHOBA OTBOPSIETCSI.

— Crapas ieBa, — kpuunt Jlioka u yberaer co Bcex HOT 10 KOPUOPY.
Ho noronu net. Bepa 3ansita 06bsICHEHHEM C MATEPBIO.

— [Mla, 1a, ThI Mellaellb MHE BBIHTH 3aMy’K. 3a KOTO HAC BTPOEM
MoryT npussaTh? U ere aTa 06e3bsina Jlioka co cBoum GanToM. A Korja
ThI Ha GaJy, ThI TaHIyelb OOJIbIIe MEHS, Thl OTOMBAEIh MOUX YXayKH-
BaTeseil.

— Bepa, kax T HecnpaBequBa. locmogu. A g Kua TOTBKO IS
Bac...

ExaTtepuna JIbBOBHA TLIAYET, TUIIO €€ CTAHOBUTCS JKATTKUM U CTAPBIM.

— Tocmiogn, — BCXJTUTIBIBAET OHA,

Bepa cuauT Ha KpOBaTH, YCTAJIO U 3710 Tepebst MO/IBSI3KY.

— Hapoeno. Ilepectans, noxkanyiicra. He xodems MHe momorats
U HE HaJIO.

Ekarepuna JIbBOBHA BRITHPAET riaza:

— UYro xe 51 Mory... U eciin 661 Bee Tak HepHIYaH. Beb 51 ToKe GbI-
JIa MOJIOJIOI.

— Jla. Ho y Tebs 6bL10 ipujiaHoe.

— UYewM e 1 BHHOBATA, YTO OOJBIIEBUKH. ..

— Huxkro u He BUHUT TeOs, TOJIBKO He MEMIaii.

— Xopomo, Bepouka. He cepauce, — rosoput Exatepuna JIbBoBHa
NpUMHPHUTENBHO. — $I mocrapaiock, BoT yBuuinb. B Ilapmxke.

Ho Bepa Tpsicer ronosoii:

— Her, ue B [1apmxe. 37ecs.
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— 3necs. 3auem xke? Kakue 371ech xxennxu. /[omens?.. Ho dpaniy-
3bI He jKeHITcs 6e3 neHer. bosbie HUKOTO HeT.

Bepa kpacheer:

— Kak nukoro? A Apcenuii Hukomnaepuy?..

— Irtor?.. — Exatepuna JIbBoBHa KpuBUT ry6er. — Kakoil 510 My x?..

— Tlouemy He myx?

— Ecau To1 ceppesHo... Beaib Mbl aske TOJIKOM He 3HaeM, KTO OH.
4 caprmana npo Hero... S He Mory Tebe TOBTOPHTS...

— Her, ckaxu. Ckaxku ceifuac xe.

— Hy xopomo. Ter e BonHyidicsa Tak. OH CTONIBKO TPaTHUT, HULJE HE
cayxuT. Mue ropopunu. ¥ nero B [lapmke... Kakas-To crapas amepu-
KaHKa...

Bepa c:xumaer xymnaku:

— 3amomun. He cMeii HOBTOPATE. JTO JIOXKB, JTOXKB!..

Exarepuna JIbBoBHa HCITyTaHHO CMOTPHT Ha JI0Yb:

— Bepa... Heysxemnn ToI?..

Bepa Bapyr o6XBaThIBaeT Xy/IBIMH TOJIBIMH PYKaMH IIEI0 MaTepH,
nps4eT aUIo Ha ee rpy/in. Ciie3sl TeKYT, CMBIBas KpPacKy ¢ PeCHHIL, U Ia-
J1aloT Oy phIMH ISITHAMU HA CHPEHEBBIH IIEJIK.

— Jla, na, ga... 5 mo6mo ero, — BexmneiBaet Bepa. — S mo6io ero,
H, eCJIM OH He KeHUTCS Ha MHe, 5 YMPY.

3

Bepa ornpasuiacek ¢ ApceHnem nokynath Tydiau k Gary. Jlioky He
B3sH, orToro 4ro Jlioka memaer. M Ha 6an JIioky Toxke He BO3BMYT,
orroro 4yTo Jlroka Menraer.

Boun TymMaHHBIH, BeTpeHslii feHb. Jlioka THXo 1ni1a BOKpyT npyzaa. Ha
JKeJITHIH eCOK JOPOXKKH BRITION3Ma Gobinast yepHas ynauTka. Jlioka mo-
HSJIa ee U IT0JIOKHUJIA Ha TPaBy.

— TDmymas, xyja 3abpanace? Tebs TyT pasuasar. JKusu cebe Ha 310-
POBBE...

Bor ynuTka nosset, © HU O YeM He J[yMaeT, H He 3HAeT, KaK TPY/IHO
OBITh JkeHIMHOIL. JIIoka B3/[0XHy1a. AX, COBCEM YK He TaK Beceso GBITh
B3pociioi... CoBceM He Tak XOPOIIo ObITh BIIOOIEeHHON. ApceHti yes3Ka-
€T yepes J[Ba /[H...

Ha cxameiike cuput ceiast ama, JkeHa jloktopa bapro, u Bsker Ha
cruI@ax KpacHsiil 6e3o6pasusiil mapd. Jlioka xouer npoiiTu He3aMeueH-
HOI1, HO Magam BapTo 30BeT ee:

— Caapre ko mHe. — Majyiam bapro riagut JIIoKuHBI CBETJIbIE BOJIO-
cul. — Kaxas BbI XopomeHnbkast.
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Jltoka mopmutes. Bes ona He 600HKa, YTOOBI €e TIaIHIIi.

— Pacckaxure mue nipo Poccuio.

— ¢ audero He moMHIO 0 Poccun.

— Ho Bce-taku. Bui Besib pycckast.

— He nomHio, g1 6bl1a MaZieHbKasl, KOT/Ia MBI YeXaJIu.

— Tak Huyero u He oMHUTE?.. XOTh YTO-HUOY/[b. MeHs OYeHb MH-
TepecyeT Ballla HeCYacTHasl PO/IIHA.

JIroka mokuMaeT IredaMi;

— 3umoii B Poccun X0710/Ho, a IeTOM sKapKO ¥ MHOTO I[BETOB.

— Hy eng, eme... A Tletep6ypr?..

Ho Jlioka TpsiceT ro/10BOii:

— 4 He moMHIO.

— Yo e, upuTe, yIpsaMasl IeBouKa. Pa3 Bl HUUEro He XOTUTE pac-
cKkasbiBaTh. — Y Magam bapto obmskenHbiit Bui. — Vure urpath.

Jlioka BckakuBaet. Ciasa Gory, otmyctuna. U 3auem npucraer?

Jlloka uper naiblie, MUMO NpyJa TOJ TEMHBIMH KayarOU[HMHCS
enamu. OHa He m00UT BcnoMuHath 0 Pocenn. ITomuauT u ona? Passe
MOKHO 3a05bITh ?.. Tak 6ombHo. Tak rpycTHO... Ho 06 3TOM Hemb3s paccka-
3BIBATH TUIYIOH, Yy:KOH KeHI[uHe. JIIoke U 0e3 TOro TSKelI0 CerofHs,
a TYT elle...

OHa ocTaHABIMBAETCS, CMOTPUT HA HU3KOe 001auHoe HeGo, Ha COH-
HYIO BOJLY.

[Metepbypr... Paszee mosxuO 3a6b1Th?.. [letepOypr... 1 3akpeiBaet riiasa.

...Benpril, yucTeli, cugionuii cHer. Bee 6enoe, U Bece cusieT. YIUIlh,
KPBIIIH IOMOB, BO3AYX. A HeGO SIPKO-CHHee, U B HEM OTPOMHOE MOPO3HOE
po3oBoe comHile. [lo mpoKknM, IpsIMBIM CHEXKHBIM YJIUIIAM JIETST PhICa-
KM TI0/{ MATTHHOBBIMHU ¥ TOyObIMHU ceTKaMu. « beperuch!» — kpuyat py-
MSTHBIE Ky4uepa. B MaleHbKHX JIETKMX CaHKaX CHJSAT JAaMbl B COOOIBHX,
B FOpHOCTAEBBIX IyOKax. KpacHbie po3sl texkaT Ha HX KoseHsx. KpacHbie
ry6s1 yasibatotes, 60bIe TEMHBIE T1a3a CMOTPAT PACCESTHHO W MEYTa-
TENbHO.

Mo Tpotyapy npoxoasat oduiepsl, Boioda cabiu U 3BEHS MIMOPAMH.
Beicokue, kpacuBsle, cTpoiinbie. Hag X MeIHBIMHU CHSTIONIMMHU KacKaM#
pa3BeBalOTCS KOHCKUe XBOCThL. COJHIlEe HTPAeT Ha MX 30JI0THIX IIOTOHAX.

W Jlioka Toke JIETUT B y3KUX CAHKAX BHU3 IO MIMPOKOH CHEXKHOH
YJIHIle, BABIXAs MOPO3HBIN CHSIONINN BO3/IYX, CIAKUI 3alaX PO3 U TeTH-
HBIX /[YXOB.

— Xoporo tebe, Jlroka? He xonoguo?

Cepbie 60bITHE TTa3a TPHOIHKAIOTCS K HEH, TEILThIe PYKH 0OHUMa-
10T ee. CHer KOMBSIMH JIETHUT U3-107 KONBIT. Betep cBucTuT B ymax. Buus
0 HIUPOKOH YIIUIE, TY/a, HA TPAHUTHY IO HAOEPEKHY 0.
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— 310 Hega, — roBoput TeTs. — IT10 Hena, Jloka.

JItoKa X04eT OTBETUTD, HO HE MOJKET OT Y/IMBJIEHHS, OT CYACTDSI.

— 3rto Hesa...

CouHIle cusieT, CUsIeT TPAHUT, CUSIET TIPO3pavHslii romy6oit e, U mo
roy6oMYy JIb/Ly CKOJIB3SIT MATIeHbKHe JierKie 21bdbr. Ha Horax y Hux ce-
pebpsiabie KoHbKU. OHU TAHILYIOT, TIOPXAIOT, KPYKATCS, IEPKACH 32 PY-
KH, U BAPYT pa3beraiotcst BO Bce cTopoHsl. OHM cMetoTes, cepeOpsiHbie
KOJIOKOJIBYMKH 3BEHSIT, IOIOT CKPUIIKH.

Canku octanaBiuBaiorcs. Tets 6epet Jloky 3a pyky. M BoT oHu Ha
romy6om npay. K HuM mozietaoT aibbhbl, OKPYKamOT UX, YTO-TO TOBOPSIT.
Ho cepebpsitbie KOJIOKOIBYMKH TPOMKO 3BEHST, H HUUETO HENIb3s Pa3o-
6parb. TeMHOTIa3bI TOHEHBKUH 37k B Tpeyroske caxkaet Jloky Ha
CTYJI ¢ cepeOpsTHBIMA TOI03bsIMY, U JI10Ka HeceTcst ¢ HUM 10 ToIy6oMy
ab1y. Bee GpicTpeii u 6bicTpeit. OHA CIIBIIIAT €70 [bIXaHbe U, 00EPHY BIIUCH,
BUJIUT €T0 TEMHBIE, OiecTsiine, Becensle rasa. Eit ctpaniio u 6raxeH-
Ho. Kyna oru mecytes?.. Kyna?.. Moxket 6biTh, B 1popyOb, MOXKET OBITS,
B paii...

Ho oHa yxe oIsiTh ¢ TeTeil B Y3KHUX CaHKaX, M CHET KOMBbSIMH JIETUT
H3-TIOJ] KOTIBIT PBICAKA.

— Beceno Tebe 6bu0, JItoka? — 1 onsaTh 3amax po3 U yXOB U Tell-
JIbIE PYKL.

A Beuepom Jl1oka cTOMT OCpeIN OTPOMHOTO, SPKO OCBELIEHHOTO 3a-
na. Ha neii 6emoe miaTbe, BOIOCH 3aBUTHI IOKOHaMu. W kpyrom aibdwr,
Te caMble, YTO CKOJIB3IIIHN 10 TOXyGOMY JIB/Y, HO TEIIEPh HA HUX YK€ HET
cepebpsiHBIX KOHBbKOB. Ho cepe6psiHbie KOMTOKOTBYUKH BCE €II[e 3BEHST.
Jnbdel KpyxkaTeda 1o napkety, 1 Jlioka ¢ Humu. OHa TaHIYeT ¢ TEMHO-
rinaseM koM. OH yiasibaeTcs eii, Geper ee 3a pyKy, YBOJUT U3 3aJIbL.
Onu uayr no remHomy kopujaopy. Eil onsarte ctpamuo. Kyza on Bezer
ee?.. Kyna?.. Ho anbd momuut. OH Tonkaet 1Beph. OHU B KOMHATe, [OJI-
HOIT 11BeTOB. LBEeTHI Ha cTOMAX, Ha Oy, Belofy. Kak cBeTno, Kak Terwno.
W nTHiBl TOIOT, MaJIeHbKHe KPACHBIE M JKeNThle MTHIBL. JIb( caxaer
JItoky psjioM ¢ coboil Ha HU3KUI MBaH.

— Kak Bac 30ByT? — cIpaniiBaeT OH.

— Jlioka, — oTBeYaeT OHa THXO.,

— A mens Apcenuii.

— Apcenuii, — moBTOpsieT (OHa) ellfe THIIIE.

On obHHUMaeET ee:

— S mobmo Bac, JIoka.

[Tturer rpomko mooT. VI3 3a1bl JOHOCHTCS 3BOH cepeOpSTHBIX KOJO-
Kob4HuKOB. OHa BUUT TOJIBKO €T0 TEMHEIE OJIeCTSIIHe T71a3a, ero TEMHBIE
HrecTsIe BOIOCHI.
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— 4 xeHiock Hac Bac, JIioka, korjia Bel Oyziere Goabinoil. He 3a0yib-
Te: MeHsI 30ByT ApceHuil. M BbI JI0JI3KHBI MEHSI JK/ATh...

...Berep kauaet e, B ipyay Tycxiio nobneckuBaet Boja. Jloka ujger
JaJIbIIe.

A Mosxet 6bITh, TOTO U He OBLIO M OHA caMa Bce BelayMana. Ho Beqb
oHa yuke BcTpetuna Apcenus. U oH, koHeuHo, y3Han ee. OH moKa MoJI-
YWT, U OHA Toxke MOMYUT. Ho Teneps y:ke ckopo. Hajio TobKO cOKoiHO
JKJATh...

JI10Ka BRIXOJNT Ha THMHACTHYECKY 0 TIMOoMmaAKy. Ha Tpanenuu cuaut
peokuii Pene, ceie Maziam bapto.

— A BbI TaK He yMeeTe, — KpU4HT OH JI10Ke, moji/[pa3HuBas ee. — Bl
TPYCHXa, BBI JIEBYOHKA.

— Ito BBl MHe?.. — JlioKa Mpe3pUTeNbHO NOXKUMAaeT IedaMu. —
1 BaM ceifuac mokaxy, Kak g1 He ymero. — OHa mojiBepThiBaeT 100Ky, B36H-
paetcs 1o nectHutle. — Bot, cMoTpuTe.

Ot BaobaenHoCTH, OT rpycTH JI10Ka 4yBCcTBYeT cebst ocobeHHO Xpab-
poii u oBKoit. BepeBku Tpetat. Becesno 1 4y Th-uy T cTpaimHo. OGopBeiiis-
31, MOJIETHIND BHU3, H KOHEIL...

Omna packaunBaeTcs Ha Tpaneiun. /[ama ¢ cob6aukoil CMOTPUT Ha Hee
B JIODHETKY.

— Kaxkas rpannosHasi, — TOBOPHUT OHa MY3KY, — KaKas CMeJIasl.

V Pene BRITATHBAETCS JIAILO.

— 3TO0 ellle HUYETO He 3HAYUT. BhI Bce-Taky IeBYOHKA,

— Ax, Hudero He 3HauuT? A Tak?

Bepxymiku eneii MeJIbKaioOT Tepe]] [J1a3aMU, 3eJIeHasl 3eMJIST Ka4aeTcs
BHU3Y. JII0Ka CTAHOBUTCS BO BeCh POCT HA TPATELHIO H, BRICOKO PacKad-
HYBIIICh, B3MAXHYB PyKaMH, C KPUKOM 6pocaeTcsi BHU3 TOJIOBOM.

Jlloka BHCHT, 3a1leNUBIINCH 33 TPAIEIUIO OHOH HOTOW, U TPOMKO
CMeeTCs:

— Yo, MOKeTe BBl TaK?

W nobexxnennsiii Pene amnogupyet. Amogupyet u gama. A Jlioka
y#Ke CHJIUT Ha TPaTneIii U PACKJIAHUBAETCS BO BCE CTOPOHBHI.

Kanutka ckpunur. 910 Bepa Bo3spamiaercs ¢ ApcenueMm. Xopoiio,
4ro oH Bujienl. Bepa mogberaert:

— Jlroka, cymacineminas, memwo caoMaents. Cresaii.

— Ceiiyac. — Jl1oka HacMeNIIKMBO J[peIraeT HoraMu. — Eie HeMHOXK-
KO TOYTIPasKHAIOCH.

Ho Bepa cepaurcs:

— JlrogMmuna, cinesaii, CABIIIHIII.

Jlenats Heuero. JII0Ka cbesKaeT 110 CKOJIb3KOMY CTOOY.
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— JloBOJIBHO TIpECTARIEHNS JlaBaTh, — HACMEILIHBO TOBOPUT Be-
pa. — llogymaemnrb, Kakas «11apHila BO3ayXas.

JI10Ka KPOTKO CMOTPHUT Ha CECTPY:

— Hanpachao Te1 MHe Memaentb, Bepouka. Eciu 51 3amy»x He BBIHLY,
TO TIOCTYILTIO B IIUPK U 6y/1y xJ1e6 3apabaThiBaTh. ITO JIydIie, YeM KeHH-
XOB JIOBUTh. BOT H ThI MOTJIa GBL...

Ho Bepa nepe6usaer ee:

— Jloka, y Te6st onsith rpsi3ubie yrm. [Toliau BeIMOiT ceifuac xe.

Ha crone nexat mecth TonCThIX KOHBepTOB. ExaTepuua JIbBoBHa
HajiluchIBaeT nocie Huil. ¥ ExaTepunnl JIbBOBHEI ellle ¢ HHCTUTYTCKUX
JIeT CTPACTh K MePerucKe.

— Hy, — crpamuBaer oHa Bepy, — xynumna?

Bepa pa3Bsi3bIBaeT makeT, MOJHUMAET KPBIIKY KOPOOKH:

— Bort, — 1 TOp:kecTBeHHO BEIHUMAeT PO30BbIE MIEIKOBbIe TyhIIH.

— AX, KaKue TpeecTHble, — BCKPUKUBaeT JIoKa, — KaKue Yy/IHBIe.
[Toxkaxu, moKa:xu.

Ho Bepa y:xe 3akpsiBaeT KOpOOKY:

— A tebe 4TO, He TBOH.

Jlioka obuzkaeTcs:

— Yo, 71 ux cbeM, uto au. [lokaxu.

Bepa craBuT KOpobKy Ha CTOI:

— He nokaxy. Otcrafs.

Exarepuna JIpBoBHA cOGMpaeT cO CTOMA KOHBEPTHL.

— Tydu geiicTBUTENBHO IIpesiecTHEIE. ThI X BeuepoM YBHHIINE HA
Bepe, Jloka.

Jlioka oOHUMAaeT MaTh:

— A Mens BosbMyT Ha 6an? MHe y:KacHO XOUeTcs.

Exarepuna JIpBoBHa cmoTput Ha Bepy:

— Kak oI symaemns. Moxer ObiTh, B3siTh ee? OHa Oyner THXO CH-
nietb. Obemaemns, JTroka?

Bepa cepauTo aBUTAET CTYIOM.

— Wonu ona, wnu . Uau ¢ Heit, s octanyck. Enie He XBaTamo 1eIbIM
BBIBOJIKOM BBIE3KATh. Bcex BO3pacToB, HA BCe BKYCHL...

— S taHiyo He XysKe Tebs, HATPACHO ThI BAYKHUYAEIIIb.

— Bo-nepBbIX, THI TaHIyelllb, KaK CJIOH, BO-BTOPBIX, BCe PABHO He
TOl/IenTs, He BoJHyicsa. M He Meniait MHe UMTATh.

— W npagpa, Te enfe caunikoMm Mana, Jljoka. §1 mydie 3aBTpa cBexy
te6s B kunematorpad. — Exarepuna JIsBoBHa rmagut Jlioky mo mmeke.

— O6emaenb, a MOTOM 0OMaHelllb.

— Her, 3aBTpa ke, HepeMeHHO.
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Ho Jlioka He Beput:

— Jlaii Biepest ieHbry HA GUIIETHL

Exkarepuna JIbBOBHA JlocTaeT M3 CYMOUYKH jecaTh (paHKOB. Jlioka
npsiueT uX noj Kimod. Ecu Temeps HajyeT, Bce-Taki He Tak OOUIHO.

Bausy B xo07171e TIyX0 ¥ NpOTsKHO 60T B roHT. Exatepina JIbBoBHA
BCTaeT:

— Hapo cerogus nopansiie noo6eaTs, 4ToOk! TeGe He CTIEMNUTD Ofle-
BaThes, Bepa.

— Wpanre, — roBopur JI10Ka, — g TOJBKO IJIaThe IEPEOIEHY,  TO 3TO
MmaToe. Cyn He ycreeTe CheCTb, KaK 5 IPUIY.

Bepa oTkpsiBaeT aBEpH:

— MW uro 3a kokercTBO? He Bo3uCh 10T0, K /1aTh TeOs He OyieM.

4

— Bepa, MoxxHO MHE TTOMOYB Tebe?

Bepa yauBiIeHHO CMOTPHT Ha CECTpY:

— Crpannas 181, Jloka. To nepaunns, a To Takas ycays:kausas. Hy
xoporto. [Tocugn Tuxo, moka s1 6y1y MBIThCS.

Jlas Jlioku B metcTBe OBLIO MPa3HAKOM, KOTAA MaMa OJIeBaJach
Ha Oa,

Jltoka caunack B 60JIBIIOE KPECIo B yTOJI H CMOTPEJIa BO BCe T71a3a.

B mMamuHO# criafibHe TOPeJH TPH JIAMIIBI, MAXJI0 COBCEM OCOGEHHO:
OyXaMH, Iy IpOii, JK’KeHBIMH BoJlocaMi. Beiofly KpyskeBa, JIEHTHI, 1IBETHL
Ha xpoBaru 6apxaTHOe TeMHO-KPACHOE IJIaThe, [UTMHHBII XBOCT €r0, KaK
XBOCT /[paKOHA, U3BMBAJICS Ha KOoBpe. W TyT Xe, psA/ioM C JpakoOHbUM
XBOCTOM, KaK /{B€ MAJIEHbKHE UCITYyTAHHBIE IITUIIBI, OPOH30BbIE TY(hETbKH.

Mawma, B mypmaineii HuxKHeH 100Ke, ¢ TOIBIMU GETbIMU ILTEYaMH,
Geramna ot Tyasneta K mikady u 06paTHO, BRICOKO TOHUMANA PYKH, TTO/I-
IIITIJIMBAJIA JUTHHHY 10 Kocy. [opHIYHast B 6eJIoM TepelHUKe Tpejia I[Hil-
bl Ha crnupToBKe. lomyGoe MmiaMs TTOAIPBITHBAIIO, IIUITIBI KPACHEIH.
Mama BoJIHOBaJsIach, NpOCHINAsa MyApy Ha KoBep. Jlioka gwimana Bce
POBHEe U POBHEE, BEKH CIUIAINCH, OHA 3aCHITAJIA. .

...Boza mymHo 6eXuT 13 HUKeTHPOBAaHHOTO KpaHa. Bepa B ofiHOiT py-
Hallike, HATHYBIIIMCH HAJl YMBIBATTBHUKOM, MBUTHT IUIEYH, 1IEI0, TPET YIIIH.
Benast nena najiaeT Xy1onbsAMu Ha TI0JL. Bepa BBITHPaeTcss MOXHATBIM T10-
norenneM. [lotom cagutes nepes TyaneToM npudecsiBaThes. Jlonro mpu-
TJIR’KUBAET BOJIOCHI, JIBET BEXKETANb HA TOJIOBY, 03a00YEHHO CMOTPHTCS
B 3€PKaJIo.

JItoka ciemuT 3a Heil U3 yria:

— Moiics, moiics. IlpuuecsiBaiics, npudechiBaiics. A Tydemb HeT.
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