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HeOomb1110ii 10M CTOSIT Ha OTIIMOE, B IIECTU MUJISIX K IOTY
oT KilsHTOHA, Ha cTapoM IIOcce, YCTPEMJICHHOM B HUKY/A.
C caMoro 11occe ero He 6bUTI0 BUIHO, TOTOMY UTO K IOMY BeJla
rpaBUitHas TOpOTa, HEIPSIBILIAsl BBEPX-BHU3 U BIIPAaBO-BIIEBO,
OTYEro B TEMHOTE (dapbl BCTPEYHOM MAaIIMHBI OMIIN B J1000-
BO€ CTEKJIO WJIM TMPOCTpeIMBAIU COOKY, OYATO TMperymnpe-
Knast o HenagHoM. OT yeAMHEHHOCTU JOM Ka3ajcsl TOJIbKO
CTpalIHee.

['1yGoKO#1 HOUBIO, KOTJa eIlle ¥ He AyMasl MpoOyXIaThb-
Csl BOCKPECHBIN AeHb, 32 OKHAMM HAKOHEIl IT0Ka3ajcs CBET
dap. OH 3a1u1 BeCch AOM, MYCTUJ ITO0 CT€HAM lIeMb 3JI0Be-
11X Oe3MOJIBHBIX TEHEH, a MOTOM 1cYe3 — 3TO aBTOMOOWIb
YXHYJI B IMy YK€ Ha caMoM Tombe3ae. TeM, KTo mpuTaujics
B JIOM€, JAaBHO CJIENOBAJIO YCHYTh, HO B TaKHE XXYTKME HOUU
Bce OoapcTBOBaIM. JIK03H, yCTaBIllasi BOpOYaThCsl HA JUBaHE
B TOCTMHOM, ITyOOKO BIOXHYJIA, HACKOPO ITOMOJIMJIACH U TT0-
JIOIIJIa K OKHY, YTOOBI TTPOCIeANTD 3a MalllMHOM. Busier oHa,
KakK O0bIYHO, WU ciyiaercs pyisi? CHOBa OH Haapalics, Kak
MPOILLIBIMM HOYAMU, WA, MOXKET, B3SUI B IIbIHCTBE Iay3y?
Ha Bcskuii ciyuaii, B Hajexae MpuUBJeUYb €ro BHUMaHMUE,
OHa BbIOpaJia JISTKOMbBICJIEHHBII Hapsii — BAPYT BMECTO TTU
K HACWJIMIO B HEM B KOM-TO BEKU MPOCHETCS POMAHTUIECKOE
HacTpoeHue? PaHbie JIxko3u yxxe oaeBaiach CO0Ia3HUTEb-
HO, U OJHAXIbI 3TOT TPIOK JaXKe MPUILESICS eMy 10 HpaBy.

ABTOMOOWIbL OCTAHOBUJIC TIepe], IOMOM, OHa cjeaunia,
KakK OH BbLIe3aeT M3-3a pyas. M misias, Kak oH 1araercs
M CIOTBIKaeTcsl, Habupajach OTBaru, ToTOBSICh K HEN30eK-
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HoMmy. Bbliifig B KyXHI0, T1e TOpe CBeT, J>)ko3u cTaia XaaTh.
B yriy 3a nBepbio, B TeHU, OblJIa IPUTOTOBJICHA ATIOMUHMEBAST
OelicOonbpHas1 OuTa ee celHAa. OHa cama CIIpsiTaja ee TaM Jac
Ha3ajl Ha CJIy4aii, eCJI OH B3AyMaeT paciyckaTh pyku. Ho kak
JI>k031 H1 MOJIUJIACh, YTOOBI €if XBaTUJIO CMEIOCTH ITyCTUTh
OUTY B X0/, COMHEHUS He oTcTynanu. [1puBaMBIIKCH K KY-
XOHHOM BepH, OHa MpoBepuJa 3aulenky. JIBepb okazaiach He
3amnepra, OH IMHYJI ee HOTOM, Y OHa yaapuJa Mo XOJOAWIbHUKY.

CT1oapT ObLT MEP3KUM JpauMBbIM MbsiHU1IEl. Ceituac ero
OsenHasi upjaHackasl (U3MOHOMUS pacKpacHesach, IIeKU
MbLUIAJN, TJa3a TOpPeIu CIUMIIKOM 3HaKOMbIM JI)KO3U OorHem
37100b1, Pa30X>KEHHBIM, CIOBHO OCH3MHOM, BBIITUTHIM BH-
cku. B cBou Tpuauate nath et CToapT yxke Hauyajl CeleTh
U JIBICETh, U Hauec, KOTOPbIM OH MacKUpPOBaJ JbICUHY, T10-
cJie HOYHOrO ILIaTaHus 1o 6apaM BUCEN Ha yllIaX XUIKUMU
npsasamu. Ha ero nuie He oka3ajioch Ha Cei pa3 MoOpe30B
U KPOBOIMOATEKOB, YTO ObLJIO XOPOIIMM MPU3HAKOM, 2 MOXKET,
U TJ10XuM. EMy HpaBUJIOCh BBSI3BIBATHCS B TIOTACOBKU B JcIIIe-
BbIX 3a0€TaJI0OBKAaX; [TOTOM OH 3aJIM3bIBaJl PAHbI 1 3aBaJIUBAJICS
cnaTh. Ho ecitu HU ¢ KeM He yIaBajoch CLIETIUThCS, TO UCKaJ
CCOpHBI O BO3BpAllleHUU JOMOM.

— Yero 310 TH He cnuilb? — Tpoxpunena CrTioapT, He-
JIOBKO TIBITAsICh 3aTBOPUTH 3a COOOI IBEPb.

J>k031 OTBETUJIA TaK CIIOKOIHO, KaK TOJIbKO CyMmena:

— XKny tebs, mwibiii. Bce B mopsiake?

— Heuero Mens1 nmomxunatb. Kotopslii yac, yxe nBa
Houm?

OHa JTacKOBO YJILIOHYJIACH, CJIOBHO BC€ OBLIO XOPOIIIO.
Henemo Hazan JIxko3m penvia jieub 1 mogoxaath CTioapta
B nocteau. OH BEpHYJICS MO3HO, MOIHSJICS HAaBepX U CTajl
YIpOXaTh €€ NEeTIM.

— OkoJio Toro, — HeXXHO MPOBOpPKOBaja oHa. — Maem
B KpOBATbh.

— 3aueM ThI TaK BeIpsiauiack? Hy 1 Bup, 1UTioxa IIJTIOXOI.
3aech KTO-TO ObLT?
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BTO CTaJIO yXe MPUBBIYHBIM OOBUHEHUEM.

— KoneuHo, Het, — oTBeTII1 OHa. — IIpocTo cobuparch
Jieub CraTh.

— Tw1 morackyxa.

— bpocsk, Cthi0. I x0ouy cniats. [lolimem u IsokeM.

— Kro on? — paskuyn Croaprt, ymapssch CIIMHON
O JIBEPb.

— Tbl 0 KoM? 3nech HUKOTO HeT. f TpoBeia Bechb Beuep
C JETbMU.

— JIxuBas crepBa, BOT Thl KTO!

— 4 ne nry, Cteio. MaeM criath, yXe MO30HO.

— CeronHs g cabIlIaN, KaK KTO-TO 00JITajl, OynTo mapy
JIHel Ha3and TyT BUaeau MaluuHy J>koHa Ansbepra.

— Kro aro, [IxxoH Anbbept?

— «K710 370, JI3XKOH ANbOepT?» — crpallinBaeT MejaKasi
IoTackyxa... A To Tl He 3Haelb JxkoHa Anbbepra. — OH
OTOJIBUHYJICSI OT IBEPU, CAEJNal Napy-ApyTyl0 HEYBEPEHHbBIX
1IaroB B CTOPOHY JI)KO31, CXBaTWJICS 33 KyXOHHBII CTOJI, 4TO-
OBl He ynacTb, 1 HaCTaBWJI Ha Hee majiell. — Thl — MeJKas
Cy4Ka, BEYHO BOKPYT T€0S BBIOTCSI TBOM MPEXHUE TPYXKKM-KO-
oenu. A Te0s mpemynpexnan.

— Moii eTMHCTBEHHBIN IPYXOK — Thl, CTIOAPT, ThICAYY
pa3 Tebe 310 ropopuiia. IloyeMy Tl MHE HE BEpUIIIb?

— IloToMy 4TO ThI JTYHBS, S M paHbliIe JIOBUI TeOS Ha
BpaHbe. [loMHUIIIb Ty KpenuTHYIO KapTy? AX ThI, cTepBa!

— Ilepecranb, CTb0, 3TO OBUIO B IPOIILJIOM TOAY.

OH OpocwuJics K Heli, CXBaTWJI JIEBOM PYKOI 3a 3aIIsICThe,
a MpaBoW JIAOHbIO C pa3dMaxy BJIETIWJI MOIIEYUHY — 3BYyY-
HBIN 11enoK. JIXKo3u BCKpUKHYJIa OT 60y U oT 1ioka. [lepen
3TUM OHa yropapuBaja ceosi: Toiibko He kpuuu! HaBepxy, 3a
3arepToi JBepblo, MPSATAINCH €€ 1eTU, OHU BCE CIIbILLIAIN.

— IlIpekpatu, CTbio! — B3BU3THYJIa OHA, CXBaTUBIIMCH 3a
11IeKy 1 TILETHO TbITasIiCh OTAbIIaThCs. — He cMeit 6onbIie
MeHs ouTh! S obemana yiATH U, KIISSHYCh, cAeaalo 310!

OH B3peBe, xoxoya:



— Heyxemm? Kyna Tel MOXeIIIb ITOAATHCS, MEJIKasl Cyuka?
O6patHO B ¢yproH, B KycTbl? CHOBa XWUTh B MalnHe? — Eiire
Kperue CTUCHYB eit pyKy, CTioapT pa3BepHyJI €€, CxaJl CBoei
TOJICTOM pyKo¥i 11eto JI>ko3u 1 3aopait mpsiMo B yxo: — Hekyna
Tebe UATH, CTepBa, KpOMe TpeiIepHOro rapka, rjae Thl poau-
Jlach, Aa U Toro yxxe Het! — OH TuieBajcs el B yXo ropsiueit
CJIIOHOI, 0OaBayl ee Mep3KHUM 3araxoM Ieperapa — cMech
BUCKHU U TMUBA.

k03U iepHyaach B MOMbITKE 0CBOOOAUThLCS, HO CTioapT
TaK KPerkKo BLEIMWICS B Hee, CJIOBHO He TTPOYb ObLT Mepesio-
MaTb eil KocTu. JIXKo31u 0CTaBaJloCh TOJILKO BOMUTb, KaK HU
JKaJIKO OBLITO MPSITABILIMXCS HaBepXy AeTel.

— Tul MHe pyky ciomaeib, Ctbio! [ToxkanyiicTa, nepe-
CTaHb!

OH OoJibllie He 3aIUpall ee pyKy BBEpX, HO CxKaJl elle CUITb-
Hee Y MPOIIUIIeN:

— Kyna Hambummnach? Y 1e0s eCTh KpbIllia HaJl TOJIOBOIA,
e/la Ha CToJIe, KOMHAaTa JiJIsi TBOMX TMaplIuBLIEB, a Thl O0JITa-
elb, yto yigemb? Eiie yero!

X034 TO 3aMupaa, TO U3BMBAJIACH, MBITASCh BIPBATHCS,
HO OH ObUI CJIMIIIKOM CUJIEH U CBUpETI.

— Tsl cnomaerb MHe pyky, Ctbio! CkazaHo Tebe, OTITyCTH!

Ho oH Kak Ha3zj1o ycuiauJl XBaTKy, OHa 3aopajia, crajia
JISATaTbCs, Bpe3aja €My IOJIOM MITKOM ITOJ KOJEHO, MOTOM
pa3BepHyJlach U 3aexajia JIEBbIM JIOKTEM MpsSIMO 1o pedpa.
DTO ero OLIeIOMIIO XOTs OBl Ha ceKyHay. CTioapT ocTalics
HeBpeauM, Ho JI>ko3u ycresia BBICBOOOAUTHCS U B TTIOPBIBE T1e-
peBepHyJIa KyXOHHBIN TaOypeT. JIMITHMI 1ITyM, o4epemsHoit
WCIIYT IS ee AeTel.

On Opocwiics 3a Heil, Kak OellleHbIi OBbIK, CXBATIII 3a TOP-
JIO, TIpYKaJl K CTeHe, BIUJICS HOTTSIMU B 111e10. JIXKo3u yxke He
MorIJIa HY Kpu4aThb, HU IJ10TaTh, HA BOOOIIIE NbIIIATh; Oe3yM-
HBIN 6JIECK B €ro IJ1a3ax MoACKa3bIBajl, UTO 3TO UX MOCIETHSS
cxBaTka. Ceifuac oH ee MpukoHYUT. OHa MombITallach CHOBa
JIITHYTh €70, HO TTpoMaxHyJjach, CTioapT BIOPOCUIT BIiepen
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mpaBblil KyJak. [Tomyuuniacs npsMoit XyK B mOAOOPOIOK, OT
KoToporo JIXko3u yIaja HaB3HWYb, PACTOIIBIPUB HOTH. XanaT
pacrnaxHyJics, oOHaxuiach rpyab. CTioapT HEMHOTO TTOCTOSIT
Hall Hel, JII0OYSICh COIeSTHHBIM.

— Cyuka TepBoil MeHs1 ynapuia, — MPOMSIMJIWII OH, TT0-
cJie Yero arHya K XoJ0AUIbHUKY, 3a MUBOM. OTKPBIB OaHKY,
czenalt 00JIbILION INIOTOK, BHITEP ThIJILHOM CTOPOHOM JIafOHU
POT U ellle MoaoXnaal — BAPYr oHa BctaHeT? Eciu Het, 3Ha-
YUT, OH BBIPYOUJ ee Ha BClO HOUb. JIXKO3U He IIeBeIuach,
MO3TOMY OH MOJOLIE OJINXE, MPOBEPUTD, IbILIUT JIU.

CT10apT BCIO XXM3Hb ObLT YJIUYHBIM 3a0USKON U TBEPAO
YCBOWJI MepBelilliee MpaBuiIo: yaap B YeJIOCTb — CaMblil Ha-
IEeXHBIN.

oM 3aTux, HO OH 3HaJl, UTO HaBepXy 3aMepJiu B OXUAa-
HUU JETU.

Jpro ObLT Ha IBa roga crapiie cBoeil cectpsl Kuphbl, oa-
HaKoO MOJIOBOE CO3peBaHUe, KaK OOJbIIMHCTBO HOPMAaJIbHbBIX
TepeMeH B €ro Xu3HU, 3ana3nbiBasio. OH ObUT MajioBat 1S
IIECTHAILIATH JIET U MIEPEeXUBaJI U3-3a 3TOr0, 0COOEHHO KOraa
CTOSLI PSIIOM C CECTPOIi, KOTOpast KakK pa3 ObICTPO BBITATUBA-
Jack. M ObLI0 HEBAOMEK, UTO Y HUX pa3HbI€ OTIIbI, a 3HA-
YUT, XIaTh CHHXPOHHOCTHY B pa3BUTHUM He UMeJio cMbIciaa. Ho
ceiyac, He MOMBIILISISE HU O KaKOM HaCJIeACTBEHHOCTU, OHU
OOHSUTMCH KPETIKO, KaK pOAHBIE, B y3Kace Cyllasi, KaK BHU3Y
B KOTOpHIii pa3 MoaBepraeTcst o00sIM UX MaTh.

B sTOM OMe HeKyma ObIIO CIIPSTATHCS OT HACUIIUS, HE TO-
BOpPS 00 yJacCTUBIIMXCS ocKopOneHusx. Ouu ymosum JIxxo3u,
yToOBI OHA y1uIa oT CTioapTa, ¥ MaTh pa3 3a pa3oM obelaia
VITH, HO BCE TPOE 3HAJIU, YTO MOAAThCS UM HeKyna. [xko3u
yBepsiia, 4To manbliae Oynet jrydine, CThio XOpPOIIMiA, KOTAa
TPE3BhIiA, 1 OHA CBOEI JIIOOOBBIO OTYUHT €0 OT ITbIHCTBA.

Hexkyna monatbcesl... Ux mocaenHuM «10MOM» ObLIT CTapblii
(byproH Ha 3aHeM IBOpE y JaJlbHEro poOACTBEHHUKA, MPUIO-
THUBILIETO MX Ha CBOEH 3emJie, HO 6e3 MaJIeIIIero yaoBOJIbCTBUSI.
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Bce tpoe 3HanmM, 4T0o OHU TepnAT CThIO JIMIIb MOTOMY, YTO
Y HETO HACTOSIIMN JOM — KUPIUYHBIHI, MO XKECTIHON KpPbI-
mreii. Ceiiuac oHM He TOJI0JAJIU, TOJIBKO C 60JIbI0 BCTOMUHAIN
MPOIJIoe, XOAUIU B mKomy. 11Ikomna crama mist HUX yoexku-
meM — K Heit Ctioapt He npuomkaicsa. OmHAKO TaM TOXe
He 00xommiIock 0e3 rpobiem: [pro oTcTaBall B yuede, y 000mx
OBUIO MaJIo ApYy3eil, OHM XOAMJIM B OOHOCKAaX U CTOSUIM B OYe-
pensix 3a 6ecrulaTHBIM JJaHYEM; 3aTO B LLIKOJIE OHU MOIJIU He
omacatbcs CTbIO, TaM OHU YyBCTBOBAJIU ce0s B 0€30ITACHOCTH.

Jaxe Tpe3BhIil, YTO, K CYACThIO, OBIBAJIO Yallle 00pPaTHOTO,
OH OCTaBaJICsl MeP3KUM TUIIOM, BOPYABILIMM HM3-3a HEOOXO-
INMOCTU coaepkath nereit. CoocTBeHHBIX AeTeli y CTioapTa
He ObLTIO, MOTOMY YTO OH HUKOIJA HE XOTeJ ObITh OTLOM,
a ellle 13-3a TOro, YTo 00a ero MPOoILJIbIX OpaKa 3aBepIIUINCD,
e/lBa HayaBIIUCh. DTOT ACOOIIMP CYUTAT JOM CBOEil Kpero-
cThi0. JIeTH ObUIM HETMPOILIEHHBIMU TOCTSIMU, Jaxe yy>Kaka-
MU, TIO3TOMY OH B3BaJIMBaJl Ha HUX BCIO TPSI3HYIO paboTy.
MMest HeorpaHMYEHHBIN JOCTYI K 3TOM JapMOBOI padoueit
cuie, CTI0apT MOCTOSIHHO MPUAYMBIBAJ IS HUX MIOPYYEHUS,
CKpBIBasl TEM CaMbIM OT CaMOTO cebs HEMPUIISIAHBIN (haKT:
OH MOIPOCTY ObLI JIEHUBBIM JI000M. CTI0apT MOKyIMajl eay
M TIMBO TOJIBLKO JJIST ce0s1 ¥ TpedoBas, 4ToOk! JIXkK0o31 ornjauyu-
BaJla «MX» YacCTb CTOJIa U3 COOCTBEHHOr0 CKyIHOTO 3apabdoTKa.

OpHako HeJlelble MOPYYEHUs, YIIPeKu B TapMOEACTBE,
3aIlyTUBAaHUSI — BCE OTO HUYTO 110 CPABHEHUIO C HACUJIEM.

JIo3w Jiexxana, eaBa gbllia 1 He meBensach. CTos Hal Held,
CrTroapT MAIWICS Ha ee TPpyIb U, KaK Bceraa, ObUT HeIOBOJICH:
rpyab-To ManoBaTa. Yepr, gaxe y Kupsr kpynaee oyner. Ot
STOI MBICIIH OH YXMBUIBHYJICS, PEIIIB CXOIUTD U IIPOBEPUTH
cBoe HabmoaeHue. [larasch, CToapT MOKUHYJ MaJIeHbKYIO
TEMHYIO TOCTUHYIO U CTaJl KapaOKaTbCsl BBEPX T10 JIECTHUIIE,
HapoO4yHO MPOMU3BOAS KaK MOXKHO OOJIbIIIE IIIyMa — MYCTb UM
Oynet ctpauiHo. Ha monmnyTtu craj 3BaTh BBICOKMM, MbSIHBIM,
MOYTH XaJTOOHBIM TOHOM:
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— Kupa, a, Kupa?..

Ta Bcs 3aTpsIcach B TEMHOTE ¥ C CHJIOH BIIETIMIIACH B PYKY
6para. CTbIO YITOPHO JIe3 BBEpPX, TPOMKO TOITasl 110 IePEBSIH-
HBIM CTYIICHBKaM.

— Kupa, a, Kupa?..

OH pacrnaxHyJ B cpa3y 3700HO 3aXJIOTTHYJI IBEPh B KOM-
Haty Jp1o. [Totom nogepran asepb B KomHaTty Kupbl — oHa
oKaszajach 3arepra.

— Xa-xa, Kupa, 31ar0, 1ol TaM. Hy-ka, oTkphiBaii! —
CT1oapT HaBaJuWJjICs Ha IBEPb IJICUOM.

OHM cuzeny BMeCTe Ha Kpalo ee Y3KOi KpoBaTH, yCTaBUB-
1LLIMCh Ha IBEPb, KOTOPYIO 3apaHee MOANEPIU P>KaBbIM XKeJIe3HbIM
IITHIpEM, KOTopblil Jpro mputammia u3 capasi. Oda Hames -
JINCh, YTO WITHIPh U ABEpHas 3alleika yoeperyT ux. OmHum
KOHIIOM 3KeJIe3HbIN IIThIPb ObUT MIPUCTaBJIEH K ABEPU, IPYTUM
ynupascsl B MeTajuindeckuii Kapkac kpoaTtu. Korma Ctioapt
CTaJl AiepraTh IBEPHYIO YUKy, Jdpio u Kupa noctynwiu, kak
JIOTOBAapUBAJIMCh; HAJIETJIM Ha CIIACUTEIbHBIA IITHIPb, YTOOBI
MPUAATh eMy YCTOMYMBOCTU. OHU pereTHpoBaIv JaHHYIO CH-
TyalIo ¥ ObUIM MOYTH YBEPEHHI, UTO YJIOBKa cpadoraeT. Ha
TOT ClIy4yail, €CJI IBePb BCE K€ OTKPOETCS, Y HUX TOXe ObLI
TpuIiaceH otBeT: Krpa cXBaTUT CTapylo TCHHUCHYIO PaKeTKy,
a JIpio mycTUT B XOJ MPUITACEHHBbI B KapMaHe TMeplOBbIi
OajutoHYMK. /KO3 KyIiIa €ro Ha BCIKUIA CIydaid, IJ1s AeTei.
MM Bce paBHO nocraHeTcs oT CTioapTa, HO TaK OHU XOTSI Obl
He caanyTcs 6e3 0osl.

BriOuTh nBeph HOroll €My HUYETO He CTOMIO. Mecsil
Ha3aJ OH TaK M TTOCTYITIII, a TIOTOM YCTPOMJI CKaHIaJ, BeIb
HOBasI IBeph TSHYJIA Ha COTHIO moyutapoB. CHavama CrioapT
HacTamBaJj, 4TOOHI 3a ABeph 3aruratia Iko3u, ITOTOM CTaj
TpeOGoBaTh ACHBTU C IETEl, HO, B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, YTOMOHMJICS.

Kwupa, ogepeBeHeBIIIas OT cTpaxa, 6€33ByYHO IUIaKaia, HO
MpU 3TOM €€ He OCTaBJIsijia MbICJb O CTPAHHOCTHU MPOUCXO-
nsirero. Panpme CTioapT JoMWICS K HEM B KOMHATY, KOTa
JnoMa 0oJble HUKOTO He ObL1o0. Torma, B OTCYTCTBUE CBUIE-
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TeJieil, OH rpO3uJ ee YOUTh, €CIM OHa KOMY-HUOYIb IIPOo0O0JI-
taetcs. Ha ceif pa3 oH cHavyasa 3acTaBWJI 3aMOJTIATh €€ MaTh.
He Bo3znamepuiics mu CTioapT IpUIUHUTE Bpe elle u JIpio?

— Kuwupa, o, Kupa! — 3a61es1 oH mo-aypallki 1 CHOBa
HaBaJIWJICS TIJICYOM Ha IBeph. ETo Tosoc 3a3Byvan 9yTh MsTYE,
cioBHO CTIOApT OBLT y3Ke He IMPOYb OTCTYITUTD.

Haneras Ha 1ITBIpb, OHU X1aJl1 B3pbIBa, HO TbsIHUIIA 3a-
MOJIYaJjl, TOTOM TOMSTUIICS, CITYCTUIICS M0 JIECTHULIE, U CHU3Y
0oJiblIe HE JOHOCWINCH 11aru. Bee ctuxiio.

Marb Toxe He uznaBajga HU 3ByKa, U 3TO ObLIO paBHOCUJIb-
Ho KoHI1y cBeTa. OHa 3aTuxjia TaM, BHU3Y, TO JIU MepTBasi, TO
71 6e3 CO3HaHUSI, MOTOMY UTO MHaye 00s13aTeIbHO MOIHSIACH
Obl HaBepx W jgana otnop mep3asly. Eciau 661 CTblo cHOBa
MOJHSII PyKy Ha ee aeTeld, J>Ko3u BbIllapamnajia Obl eMy BO
CHE I1asa.

Tanaynuchk ceKyHabl, MUHYTBI. Kupa yxe He rtakana. Oda
cUIeNM Ha Kpalo KpoBaTH U YeTo-TO XKIajlu: 3ByKa, rojioca,
cTyka B aBepb. Ho 11apuia 3j10Belast TUIIIMHA.

Haxkowner JIpio mpolienTant:

— Hapno uto-TO nEenatk.

Kupa Huuero He oTBeTMIIA.

— TIloiioy mocMoOTplO, Kak TaM Mama, — IIPOU3HEC OH. —
Tw1 3anpucsk 3aech. JlamHO?

— He xonu.

— S momxen. C MaMoO¥f 4TO-TO HE TaK, MHAYe OHa OBl
MOJHSJIACH clofa. YBepeH, aeia mioxu. CUau THXO, 3alIPUCh.

Jp1o yopa 3KeJle3HbIi IThIPb U TUXO OTBOPWII ABephb. BHI-
3y HUYETO He OBbLIO BUAHO, KpOME TEMHOTHI B IOME U CJTaboTo
cBeTa (poHaps Ha Kpbliblie. Kupa BeimmycTria 6parta u cpasy
3anepinach. OH cTaj cImycKaThesl, CXKHUMasl B KyJlake OaJlJTOH-
YUK W MeUTas O TOM, YTOOBI IIPLICHYTh OTPABOI CYKUHY ChIHY
B JIMLIO, YCTPOUTH EMY OXOT IJ1a3, a JIy4ille BOOOIIe OCIEUTb.
Hpto npurajicsi MeIJIEHHO, OCTaHABJIMBasICh HA KaXa0il CTy-
MeHbKe, CTapasich He M31aBaTh HU 3ByKa. B rocTuHoOl OH 3a-
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Mep u npuchymancs. M3 cnaasau CtioapTa, 1Beph B KOTOPYIO
HaxoJIMIach B KOHIIE KOPOTKOIO KOPUAOpPa, JOHOCUINCH eJie
cbllIHbIe 3ByKU. Jpio enie nogoxnan: Bapyr CTioapt, Ha-
naBaB JI>ko3m TyMakoB, Bce K€ OTHEC ee B ocTesb? B KyxHe
ropelt cBeT. OH 3arJIsIHyJI TyIa U YBUIE] HETIOABUXKHBIC TOJIbIE
CTYIIHM MaTepH, IIOTOM €€ UKpPHL. [{pIo oImycTujIcs Ha KOJIeHH,
MpoJjie3 Mo CTOJIOM, MoJlua rnojaeprai ee 3a pyky. Mepsasla
MOT IIpUBJIeYb JII000ii 3ByK. OH BUIENI OOHAXXKECHHYIO TPyIb
Martepu, HO ObLT CIUIIIKOM HallyTaH, 4YToObl CMyTUThCS. [pio
TepeOwn JIxko3u, 1mernya:

— Mawma, Mmama, OYHUCH!

Ona He pearupoBaja. JleBas mojoBHUHA ee Julla Moda-
rpoBejia U pas3ayJiach, [Ipro ObUT yBepeH, UYTO OHA HE ABIIIUT.
OH BBITED TIJIa3a, OTIPSIHYJ, BBIINOJ3 B MPUXOXYIO. JIBepb
B cnanbHIO CTIoapTa ObljIa OTKPBITA, TAM TOpEJ CJIa0bIil CBET,
u Hdpto, NpUIISaeBIINCh, pa3Indyn CBUCABIINE C KPOBaTU
caroru — M3 3MEMHOU KOXHU, OCTPOHOCHIE, €ro JIIOOUMBIE.
Hp1o BeIIpsIMUJICS U TIpubausmics. Ha xpoBaTu ¢ IIKUPOKO
PACKMHYTBIMU HaJl TOJIOBOM pyKaMu, IOJHOCTbIO OACTHII
Ipeix, moxpansiBasi, CtioapT Kodep. JIpro cMoTpesn Ha Hero
C JIIOTOM HEHABUCTHIO.

ITotoMm oH Oerom mpeonoJien JecTHUIy. Kupa oTKpbLia
eMy IBepb, U JIp1o KPUKHYJI:

— Omna MeptBas, Kupa! Mama ymepna. Ctioapt yousn ee.
OHa JIeXXUT MepTBasi B KyxXHe Ha MOJy.

Kupa ornpsinyna, 3apbigaia, o0OXBaTUB OpaTa pyKaMMu.
BaBoeMm oHU CITyCTWIMCH BHU3, MIPUIIJIM B KYXHIO, IIPUTION-
HsUTM MaTepu TojioBy. Kupa miakajia u mrenTaja:

— OuyHuCh, MaM, Hy, TTOXKAJTYICTa, OYHUCH!

Jpro HEeyBEpEeHHO B3sUI JIEBYIO KMCTh JIXKO3M U MOIIBITAII-
Csl HaIYIIaTh MYJIbC, XOTS He ObUI YBEpPEH, UTO JeJIacT 3TO
MPaBUIIBHO.

— Hamo 3BoaUTL 911, — CKa3ai oH.

— TI'me Crioapt? — cnpocuna Kupa, o3upasics.

— B noctenu, ciut. Kaxercsi, BeIpyouics.
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