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A sepuycv. A 0653amenvHO 6epHYCY.

Toovt obnemsm, 6yOmo noxcyxnvie NUCMbs, éemep
CHO8A NpuHecem MOUi 20710C, UENOMOM 308Yuiuti mebs
no umenu. Tol ycrviuuuiv e2o, 003amenvHO YCIbIUAULD.
A 1 6cnomuio mebs. [lomomy umo Hukoz0a He 3a6vi6ana.

He npowaiics.

ITocne ycrenrHoro BhICTYIIEHMA B KayOe IpyIa da-
IIe BCETO MIPENNOYNTana HanuThca. Hbinemnuit Beyep
My3bIKaHTbl «CTUKC Te€4eT BCIATb» COYIM OJHO3HAYHO
YCIELIHbIM.

MaseHbKMit JyNIHBIA KTy0 OKasaacsa 3a0UT IOA 3a-
BA3KY: HEOHOBBbIE OTHM 0apa OTpaka/luch Ha IMOTHBIX
Telax TaHIYoWMX mofeii. OHu nepefasBamy IpyT pyTy
IMBO ¥ KOCAKM C TPABKOI1, TPOMKO CMeACh ¥ POHASA 3a-
TIpelleHH bl Tenen Ha 6eToHHbI non. Kny6 ycrponmm
B OBIBIIIEM 3aBOJICKOM ITOMEIEHNM, TaK YTO IIOf MOTOI-
KOM M3BMBAJINCh IeperjieTeHns HepaboTaoumx Tpyo.
Ho momympak Haie>KHO CKpbIBas T00ble HETOCTATKIA

Ipynma ycrnena 3aaBuTh o cebe He TOMBKO HEOObIY-
HBIM Ha3BaHMEM, HO U I'YCThIM, HEOXKMJAHHO Ka4eCTBEH-
HBIM M «T€MHBIM» 3BYKOM. YeTBepO y4acCTHMKOB JaXke



063aBemich COOCTBEHHBIMM IOKIOHHUIAMU. IIAThIM
4JIeHOM TpYIIbI OblTa KnaBuinHuna Poys. OHa MeHsATa
I[BET BOJIOC ITOYTH IIepef; KK/ABIM KOHIIEPTOM, a QUTypy
3aTATMBA/A B KOPCETDI, yKpalllass KPy>KeBOM U aT/IaCHbI-
MU JIEHTaMIU.

— Boxxe, CTuB, He 0OKYPUCH IO TOTO, YTO 3a0y/elIb
cBoe umsa! — OHa cMopmmIa Hoc.

B xomHare /151 MY3bIKAHTOB Me/TaHXOMM4YHbll CTUB
TOJIbKO MOXKAJI IJIeYaMM U CJie/all ellle OfHY 3aTKKy. OH
ABJIA COO0IT XKVMBOE OJIUIIETBOPEHME BCEX CTEPEOTUIIOB
0 6ac-rurapucTax: HeBO3MYTUMBIIT ¥ HEPA3TOBOPYMBBHIIL.

Custrormit Maviku 6ecriedHO MaxHY/T PyKOIL:

— Jla mapgHo Tebe, Poys! Konuept npouren opurenHo.

— MHe Ka)keTcs, Thl BbIOMpaeIlb IPYINYHbIE BbIpa-
JKeHIs1 TOJIbKO IIOTOMY, 4TO A ellie He yILUIa.

— 911, Tl Hac 6pocaerib?

— Mensa xayT.

— O, TbI PO TOTO KpacaBumka?

— 9T0 MOIt MyX BoOOIIIe-TO.

Koneyno >xe, Maiiku 3Han 06 aTom, fa u ¢ camnM Ca-
MOM ObI/Ta 3HaKOMa BCS TPYIIIA, MHOTAA OHM JlaKe BbI-
CTymajm B TOM Kiy6e, e oH paboran 6apmenom. Ho
Maiiky HMKOTA He YIyCKaJl BO3MOXXHOCTb OTIIYCTUTD
B €0 ajjpec mapy UIyTOK — fia ¥ B afjpec T000ro Ipyroro
4e/l0BeKa TOXKe.

— Maiikn, 3aTKHUCD, — CEePbe3HO CKa3asl ellle OfiuH
Y4YaCTHUK TPYIIIIBL.

ONIMOT y>Ke yCIlel BBITAIUTD JIMH3bI, e/IaBIINe ero
I71a3a CIUIOIIHBIM YEpPHWIbHBIM HATHOM. CHpsTaB KX
B MaJIEHbKYI0 KOPOOOUKY, OH IIPOTUPAJ OYKU B TOHKO
JyepHoit onpase. Korma 9ot Bogpyskan ux Ha HOC, TO
MeHblIle BCETO NMOXOAWI Ha bapabaHIKa aHeprpayH-
HOJI TPYIIIBI — CKOpee Ha CTyeHTa QakynbTrera $uo-
codun.

— CaM 3aTKHUCD, — OrpbI3HYy/CS Maiiku. — YTo Th
BEYHO 3aHYJIHMYAECIID?



— Broury panyonanbHOe 3BEHO B TOT Xa0C, KOTOPBII
ThI 30BElIb KI3HbIO.

— 9rto Mot xaoc. OH MHe HpaBUTCSL.

— Ecmn He Gypmemb ero KOHTPONIMPOBAThb, OH TebA
HOIJIOTUT.

Co CTOpPOHBI CTIOKHO OBbIZIO TOBEPUTH, HO Mariku
¥ OJUIMOT ellle CO MIKOJBI OBUIM JTyYIIVMU [IPY3bAMU.
OHM MOI/IN CKOTBKO YTOHO IPEeNMpaThCcsA APYT C py-
roM, HO ecu OBl KTO-TO IIONpPOOOBaT 00MeTh OZHOTO
U3 HUX, TO UMeTI OBl [IeNo cpasy ¢ 06ouMu.

Maiiku n306pasnun o6uny u, BHIXBaTHB KOCAK y Ctu-
Ba, IIy60Ko 3aTAnyncA. CTUB Hake HIYETO He BO3PasuIl,
3aKMHY/I PyK) 3a TOJIOBY U YCTaBUICS B MOTONMOK. O6-
PaTUICA OH K IIOCTIEJHEMY YJaCTHUKY I'PYIIIbI, KOTOPbIi
MoJT4a Cufien B yIy:

— A 410 cxaxkemb ThHI, [amec?

OHu He 3HA/IM €T0 HACTOANIETO VIMEHM — II0 KpaiiHel
Mepe Hu Maiiky, Hu DIIMOT He BEPUIN, YTO KOTO-TO
MOTYT Ha caMoM fiefie 3BaThb lagecom, a Crusy, moxo-
Xe, ObI7IO Bce paBHO. Poys, npaByia, Bepiwra. OHa Kak-To
CKasaja, 4TO ee BTOpOe MM, JaHHOe MaMoil, 3aCTaBUT
HOBEPUTDb BO YTO YTOJHO, HO CAMOTO MMEHM HUKOIZIa He
HasbIBasIa.

Tapec cobpan ux rpynmy. OH mucan 6OIbIIYIO YacTh
TEKCTOB M MY3bIKM, a OCHOBHAs 4acTb IOKIOHHVMKOB
IPUXOANIA TIOCTYIIaTh MMEHHO eTo 6apXaTyCThIif, Po-
HUKAIOIMIA II0J, KOXY TOJIOC.

— OT1nmMyHOe BBICTYIUIEHME, — JTAaKOHUYHO CKa3ajl
Tamec.

Poys ybpana ¢ mmija mpAab BONOC, CETOHA APKO-PO-
30BbIX, I 3aCTETHY/Ia MOJIHMIO Ha YeXJie CMHTe3aTopa.

— IIpoBognmb? — cnpocuna oHa ero. — Vi Toxe
pemmt oOKypUTbCA C STUMM YYAUKAMU?

— Ionpomy! — BosmyTuncsa Majiku. — Yyguk TyT
TonbKo CTus.

Taprec ynpi6nyncs Poys:




— b1 e 3Haemb, 3Ta MyTh, KaK 1 aJIKOTO/Ib, HA MEHS
cmabo [ieiicTByeT.

— 41 6B pemmTa, 4YTO 3TO BBI3OB, U CIEIMATBHO JIA
Te6A HalllIa YTO HOCU/IbHEE. .. HO, IOXKaJTyIl, BOCIIO/Nb3Y-
I0Ch TeM, 4TO ThI JOCTATOYHO TPe3B, YTOOBI MEHA IPO-
BOJIUTD.

Tamec mopxBatun cymky Poys u, orcamoToBaB Maii-
ku, Omwmory n CruBy, nomen 3a Heit. OHM ObICTPO
IMPOTUCHYIUCh 4Yepe3 TOMIY JIofieil, YyTb He OINOX-
HYB OT Oblomieil 1Mo ymam 6acamu (OHOBON MY3BIKM,
Y OKa3aluch y U3pUCOBAHHOrO rpapdutn dacaga Kiy-
6a. Poys pacnpaBuia mieun, rmy6OKO BAbIXass CBEXUI
BO3JIyX:

— He npepncrasnsenp, Kak A cefiyac Xody nupal

— Tax MBI MO TOCKTETH B 6ape.

— Her, Coam xper. f obemana, uto He Oyay 3amep-
xuBaTbcs. OH... HY, XOTe/l yCTPOUTDb CBUJIAHUE.

Taziec cHOBa y/IBIOHYICA:

— Ilo-moeMy, oueHb pOMaHTMYHO. BbI XKeHaThl, a OH
JIO CUX IOp yCTpamBaeT Tebe CBUAHMA.

— Hy pa. 9%, u xak 18I 0 cux nop opguH? CTONIBKO
JieBUI] TOTOBBI BU3)KAaTh OT OJJHOTO TBOETO B3ITIA/IA.

— ITO He Te >KEHIIVHBI.

— [la THI ycneems nepe6parh IOJOBUHY FOPOIa, OKA
OTBIIEeNb Ty caMyo! — ¢bIpkHyma Poys.

— He BonHyiica o moeit muuHoi xusHN. f pasbe-
pychb cam.

Poys npuxycwuia ry6y, noHnmas, 4To Boobie-To la-
mec mpas. Ho eii Bceryja XoTenoch yCTpOUTb BCe HaUTyd-
myM obpasoM. Byab ee BomsA, OHa HaBepHAKA KOpMIIa
OBl KO)XKJOTO YYacTHMKA TPYIIIBI, IPOCTO YTOOBI OBITH
yBepeHHOI, yTo oHM noem. Ha PoxxpmecTBo oHa coBep-
IIEHHO Cepbe3HO IOfApI/Ia BCEeM IO MIAPPUKY.

3ametus mammny Cama, [afiec mepenan eit cymKy:

— Ecnu g nopoiiny, 310 3aTsAHeTCs Hafgonro. Tbl xe
3Haemb CaMa, OH TIOOUT PaccKasblBaTb O KOKTEIIAX,



a A mobmo crymatb. [lostomy He Oymy 3ajiepX1MBaTh
Ballle CBUJaHMeE.

— Tt uypo.

Poys Ha mpomianue nomnenosana ero B IeKy U IocIe-
muia K MamuHe. A Tafec, mpuIypuBIINCh, OCMOTpeN
IApKOBKY, KaK OyATO XOTen YBUJETb YTO-TO 3a Hell,
cKBO3b Hee. CKBO3b HOYHOII IOpOJ, PACKMHYBLIMIICA
BOKpYT.

OH focTan curapeThl U3 KapMaHa JPKMHCOB U 3aKYy-
pwi. ITpucnoHmicsa comHOM K KaMeHHON CTeHe Kiy0a,
omfymas ObIOIIVe B €r0 TeJI0 — B €ro Tefe — 6achl.

Hepaneko pacnonoxmmach rpynna Kakux-TO Ji€BUL,
TPOMKO XOXOUYIIVX 1 00CYX/JAIOIIMX PO KOH-
nept. C nerkoit ynpiokoit [afec coyman crietHu o cebe,
Marixku u Onmmote. CtuBa 00CyXamm pexe.

— O... 310 Xe ThL.

OcranbHble JEBYIIKM €TO €lle He Y3HaJN, a BOT CTO-
Allas pAJOM He3HAKOMKa, IT0X0Xe, fa. lagec ckocun Ha
Hee I/1a3a, HO CHeMall BUJ, YTO He IMIOHMMAET, O YeM OHa.

— Kro — a2

— Tagec.

Ero nMsa mpo3Byuano y Hee Kak-TO HEOOBIYHO, Kak
OyATO OHA IPOM3HOCKM/IA €r0 KaXKABIl JIeHb, C TAKMMU
VHTOHAUMAMMU. .. Jafiec eBa 3aMeTHO TPAXHY/ TOIOBOIA,
OTTOHAA HaBaXJeHMe. A OHa TeM BpeMeHeM HaIlena:

— Ionpocu ezo o0 6onu... nonpocu ezo o zpexe...

W TyT Xe 3aMeTHO CMYTU/IACh.

— IIpoctu. Boobuie-To 51 0OBIYHO BOT TaK He IpU-
cTao K mopaM. He sHaro, 94To Ha MeHA Hamuo.

lagec mpucMotpenca x meByuke. OHa Kasanach co-
BCEM IOHOII, M TyCTOM C/IO/ KOCMETUKM HE MOT 3TOrO
CKPBITh. BpIomuecs BOIOCH 3allZIETEHBI B [IBE KOCHI,
U Jake B MyTHOM cBeTe (poHapeil ObIIO 3aMETHO, 4YTO
onu pppkue. IlpaBpa, He ACHO, HaTypa/bHble UM Kpa-
meHble. [leBymika Obl1a ofieTa B KOpceT, KOPOTKYIO 100Ky
U, HEOXXUJJAHHO, TOMb(bI, KOTOPblE PE3KO BBIOMBAINCDH




13 001Iero CTUIA HOCeTUTeNell Kayba, HO YAMBUTEIbHO
UM MMEHHO eii. [Ioxoxe, oHa Mep3/ia B TOHKOI 6ny31<e,
HO He ITojlaBajia BU/A.

— Ilpuset, — ckasan [agec. — Moe uMs ThI 3Haelllb,
a Kak oOpaiarbcs K Tebe?

— Codn.

— Ouenb npusatHo, Codu. Tel Kypuun?

— Her, BpIIIa mofbIIaTh CBEXXUM BO3LyXOM. BHY-
TPY LYIIHOBATO.

Ona He Kasanach JeBYIIKON, KOTOpas IOCTOSHHO
XOJMT II0 KOHLIEpTaM ¥ TOPAILIMM HEOHOM Kiybawm, rie
UTPAIOT aHfieprpayHaHble rpynnsl. Ho Heyl1oBMMO OX0-
AW7a Ha IeBYLIKY, KOTOPOJl HpaBUTCS My3bIKa, 3By4Jalas
B IIOJOOHBIX MeCTax.

— Sl mpaBpa He 3Hal0, YTO Ha MEH HAIIO, — KaXKeT-
cs1, Codu cmymanacpy Bce 6ombite. — VI3BUHM.

— Huuero. IlpaBga Hudero. I'maBHOe, He Ha3bIBall
MOe VIMs CIMIIKOM T'POMKO, He X0y, YTOOBI Te JeBUIIbI
YCIIbIILIAIN.

— O... Tebe He HPABATCS MOKIOHHUIIBI?

— MHe He HpPaBUTCA MX Ha30WIMBOCTDb. A OJHAK/IbI
MBI C HIMM BCe€ PaBHO BCTPETUMCHL.

— Kak 3araouyHo 3By4uT.

Tapec ynpiOHyncs. OH 3HAJ, YTO B TEHSX €ro yIblOKa
BBIIVIIIUT OGHOBPEMEHHO U IPUTATATETIbHON, U ITYTAOLLell.

— Moxer, 51 BaMImp, KOTOPBII KMBET BEYHO.

— Ckopee ThI IOXOXX Ha ApeBHero 6ora, KOTOPbIN
pacckaspIBaeT B TEKCTaX IeCeH 00 MCTUHE, HO HUKTO
€My He BepuT.

On B3gporuyn. Hacronbko, 4To efjBa He ypOHWII TIe-
I0IlyI0 B PYKax curapery. [lJaBHO HUKOMY He yAaBanoCh
BOT TaK BBIOUTD €ro U3 Kojen. [afiec 3aTsHy/ICs, BIyCKas
B JIETKME JIBIM 1 CIIOKOJicTBYE, HO Codu, moxoke, HuYe-
ro He 3ameTmna. OHa 3a[yM4BO CMOTpeJia BIlepef], Ha
IIapKOBKY, a IOTOM IIOBepHY/ach K lajiecy 1 ckasasa, Kak
Oy TO M3BUHAACH:



— JT0 u3-3a Bamero HaspaHuA. «CTuUKC Teder
BCrATh». Cpasy fyMaellb o ApeBHMX 6orax. O BpeMeHax,
KOIZIa BepWIM B 3aTPOOHYI0 XKV3Hb, B M3BUBAIOIINXCS
3Meil Ha ronoBe Menysel roprousl u B Llepbepa, koto-
PBLIl CTOPOXXUT IIPOXOJ, IAPCTBA MEPTBBIX.

— V MeHsA ecTb cobaxa.

Ecm 651 Tajiec ymen cMymaTbes, TO celfyac ompe-
[e/IeHHO CMYTM/ICA OBl OT TOTO, HACKOJIBKO HEBIIONAf
nposByyasna ero ¢pasa, Ho Codu, IOX0XKe, BOCIPUHSIIA
3aMeyYaHMe CIIOKOIHO.

— 310poBO, — CKa3ana oHa. — MHe BCerzia X0Tenoch
cobaky. borburyo oByapky. Ho Mama He m03BOJIseT.

— TbI >)XMBeWb I7e-TO pAfOM?

— B mome Ha okpauHe.

— O, oiMH U3 TeX MWIBIX JOMOB 32 KpallleHbIM 3e-
JIeHbIM 3a00poM? VImeanbHBI Ta30H, aKKypaTHbI IO-
YTOBBIN SIIMK.

Codn paccmesach.

— Yro-To Bpogpe Toro! Ha HalleM HapyCOBaHbI 3B€3-
ZIbI, 2 3a00p KOe-Tfie CTOMIO OBl MTOJHOBUTD.

— 3Be3np1? Heob6b4HO.

— Mos MaMa — BefibMa, €l II0JI0XKEHO 4TO-TO TaKoe
3KCTpaBaraHTHoe. Thl ellle He BUJe/l ee peKIaMy B rase-
Te! «[aganne Ha Tapo, 3embs, OKKynbTH3M». [IpuBOpOTEI
TONIBKO TI0 Cy660TaM.

Codu rosopmna o paboTe MaTepu JIeTKO, SBHO He
C/IMIIKOM TIpMJABasi el 0COOEHHOrO 3HaUYeHUA. A MOXeT,
IPUBBLIKHYB, YTO B X JOME BapIU/INCh TAK Ha3bIBaeMble 3e-
JIbs1, @ Ha ITIOJOKOHHMKe pociy Tpasbl. Ho Iazec HeBoMbHO
HaIpATCsA: CAMIIKOM 4acTO OH BCTPeYasl TeX, KTO Ha3bIBall
ce0s1 BeIbMaMI U JICVICTBUTEIbHO VMU U ABJIANCA. VI eMy
3TU BCTPE4M HMKOI/A He IIPMHOCKIM HIYETO XOPOIIEro.

— Taxk 4TO HAac4eT APeBHUX OOrOB? — HEOXKMUJAHHO
cipocuna Copu. — Tebe HpaButcsa mucdonorusa? Xors
rynbiil Borpoc. KoneuHo, HpaBurcs. Y Tebs gaxe ums
B 4ecTb Anpa, 60ra MepTBBIX.




— MHe HpaBUTCs OffHA JIETEHA O HEM.

— Kakana?

— Yro mpeBHue 60ru He yMep/iIu M HUKOIZIA He MO-
IyT OBITb MEPTBBL. AMJ IO CUX IIOp BJIACTBYET B CBOEM
[JapCTBe MEPTBBIX. A ellle OPOAUT 1O MUPY B MOMCKAX
cBoeit >xeHbl, [lepcedonsl. JlereHsia I1acnT, 4TO ee MaTb,
JlemeTpa, B JpeBHOCTM He MO3BOJIATA UM OBITH BMECTe,
u nonoBuHy roga Ilepcedona nposoaua ¢ Heit B Mupe
I[[BETYIIETO IUIOfOPOANS, a Ha BTOPYIO CTAHOBM/IACh B/Ia-
crutenpHue ITogseMHoro mapcraa.

Codu HaxMypmiach.

— S cnpiurana Bepenio, e Auj ee HOXUIAI 1 3a6u-
pan ¢ co60¥i HaCUITbHO.

— BoamoykHO, et HpaBUIOCh, KOT/ja OH IIPYMEHSAI CU-
ny? Kak 6bI TO HM OBLIO, COITIACHO JIeTeHAaM, Aup Hec-
cMepTeH, a BOT ayua ITepcedoHnbl nepepox/jaercs pas
3a pasoM JUIs CMEpPTHOM >Ku3HM. VI Aup niet ee, YTOObI
HAIIOMHNTD, KTO OHa, ¥ CHOBA CJIe/IaTh CBOEV KOPOJIEBOIL.
Tonbko [lemerpa Bcerga ImpoTMB. ITO OHA NpUAYMAsa
IpATaTb ZOYb B CMEPTHBIX TeJIax.

— Heo6srunas Bepcus. Tebe cTout HammcaTb 0 Hell
TIECHIO.

[IBepp K1yba pacraxHyiach, M AyIIHas TEMHOTA BbI-
IyCTHU/IA ellle OfHY AeBYLIKY. OHa OIIsifesach, Kak Oya-
TO MIIja KOTO-TO, a KOIZIa 3aMeTmna cobecenuniy lazeca,
IIoOMaxasa el pyKoi:

— Ced, uept B0o3bMH, 51 Tebst obbickanmacs! [Touuin
BHYTPb, TYT gy0OaK.

JleByllKa BHOBb CKpbIIach B Kinybe, a Tagec ¢ yaus-
nenyeM nocmorpen Ha Codu:

— Ce? Tor xe ckasana, Te6s 30ByT Codu.

OHa ckpyBUIACH:

— TeprieTs He MOTY IIOTTHOE VM3 U ypallKiie COKpa-
weHuA. [TosToMy BhIOpaIa YTO-TO MaKCMMAIbHO O/1U3-
KOe, HO ITOXOXKee Ha 4YelloBedYecKoe MMH.

— Kak te6s 30ByT?



— Ilepcedona. Mama Toxe MOKIOHHNIIA MU OTOT M.

OHa oTnpasunachk 3a nopapyroit, u Iagec mepuyncs,
coOMpasch MONTY CIIEOM, HO He cTal. OH OL[yTUII py-
TOJ1 30B, TOPa3go 6oree OPEBHUIL U rny6MHan7[. Kaxk xe
He BoBpeMA! Ho pymm He MoryT »xpath. lafec saTymmn
CHUTapeTy M BBIKMHY/ B MYCOPHBIII 6aK, a IOTOM 3allesn
3a yroj, I7fie HUKTO He MOT ero BupjeTb. Ilpucnonmics
CIIMHONM K KUMPIMYHON CTeHe, KOTOpasd Iy/lIbCUpOBaia
6acamyu My3bIKM KIy0a, MIPUKPBIT I71a3a X HAKOHEI[-TO
CTAHY/ NepPYaTKH, N03BOJIAA CBEPIIUTHCA APEBHEN Ma-
run. [y MepTBbIX TYMAaHOM IPOCAauMBalNUCh B HEro
4yepe3 IMPUOTKPBITHIN POT, Yepe3 MOAYIIEUKN IaJIblieB,
yepes3 TeJlo, YKpbIToe YepHOII ofexxoil. OH M03BOMAI UM
IPOXOAUTDb CKBO3b Ce0s 1 ABUIAThCA Aajblle, TYAA, ITe
JIEHMBO IlepeKaTblBa/luch Bofibl CTHKCA, He MMEIOIEeTo
nHa. Texylnero ToabKoO BIIEper.

On — Tagec, on — Bpara.

He6onbinas mraTa 3a BO3MOXHOCTb He TOPYaTh IO-
crosaHHO B IlogsemHOM Mupe.

Mpak psiioM ¢ HUM COTKAJICSI B MOIIJHOTO jjo0epMa-
Ha. Ilec mopoIIen K X035AMHY ¥ TKHY/ICS LIVPOKUM J100M
B pyKy. [azec moyecasn ero Mexxnuy yuramu.

— Hy 4t0, npuaTenn, noxoxe, s Halllel ee.



— A Haiidy me6s...

Illenuym ez0 nepecoxuiue 2y6vl, a menu 60Kpyz Kiy-
OAMCS, CHUMAIOMCS U CHOBA PACUUPAIOMCH, IXOM NO-
smopsisi cnosa: «6 aoy, 8 aoy, 8 aoy...»

Kaxas 3nas uponus! Onu ywe 6 ady. B Ilodsem-
Hom uapcmee mepmevix. VI Cmukc psaoom eenude-
CtMBeHHO Hecem 600bL Oanvule, 8 MYMAHHYIO MbMY.
A enaodvika IloozemHoz0 mupa, Aud, oepicum HA PyKax
c8010 6037110071eHHY10 HeeHy, Tlepcedory.

Ona ymupaem.

M nuxaxue cunvl 6 mupe He CHOCOOHbL ee CNACHIU.
Ona domncHa ymepemv 6 amom mesne — U 603POOUMbCA
6 Hosom. [Iposecmu nonosuHy uenoéeueckoli HU3HU Co
ceoeti mamepvto Jlemempotl, a NOMOM 6ePHYMbCT K MYHY.
M omdamv emy emopyto nonosury susuu. Iloka cHosa
He ympem. Iloka cHo6a He 603pOOUMCSL.

Audy ocmaemcs monvko #oamo.

Omom yukn udem eexamu, HO OH 00 CUX NOp He Mo-
JHem npusbIKHymo.

He nayuumcs npowamucs.

Vakas nadowxa Ilepcegponu 6 ezo pykax. Xpynkue de-
8UUbLU NATbYbL OPOHAN, HO OHA CAPAEMCS He NOKA3bl-



samv cmpaxa. M notmaemcs ynol6amocs, Kacaemcs 1uya
MYHa, OCTABNIAS HA €20 KOHe KPosasvle passoobl.

B amom pa3 cmepmv npuwmna ¢ xpoevi. 3abpana
xpynkoe, eeuro toHoe mesno. VI menepv 0yx Ilepcedporvi
Uensiemcs 3a U3NIOMAHHYI0 4en08eHecKyio 000704KY, HO
€20 HEYMOIUMO YHOCUM.

— A Hatidy mebs... Hali0y meoe HOB0e 60NIOU4EHUE.
JKou mens.

— A 6y0y wdamv, — wenuem ona 8 omeem. Eil 60nv-
Ho, u Auod 3naem smo. Ho Ilepcepona He nooaem euoa.
Y Hee u 6e3 mozo mano epemenu. — Hatiou mens. VM s
cHosa 6ydy meoeii. Bcezda meoeii.

Onu 06a 3naiom, umo [lemempa He Oonycmum Hu-
Kakoeo «ecez0a», umo 6yoym ycnosus. Ho um xouemcs
sepumv. Kasxowiii pas.

— Iouenyii mens, — npocum Ilepcepona.

Ee 2onoc 6yomo wienecm onaoaioujux 1enectmkos eue
He pacnycmuséuiuxcs 6ymonos po3. Ee enaza ompanxcaiom
10HOCMb 8ecHbL U NOHO800HOCMby Cmukca.

— A 6ydy meoeti koponesoii. byov moum xoposnem.

On yenyem ee. Uyscmeyem 6Kyc kposu u apomarn
nunuit. IIpuskyc epanamosvix 3epeH U nviiv paccuinas-
wuxcs kocmeti Ha céoux nanvyax. OH écezda wyscmeyem
cmepmy. OH U ecmv cmepmb.

W ona mose.

OHa He y3Hasa ero.

ITepcedona He y3Hana ero.

W Tapec He MOHMMAJI, €TO 3TO OOJIbILE YAWBIIACT VN
paccrpanBaet? Ileyanut? BrispiBaerT HemoymeHue? OH
He 3Haj. Ho o4eHb Kajes, 4TO ajIKOro/nb JECTBYEeT Ha
Hero Kypa cmabee, yeM Ha 0ObIUHBIX Jrofieit. UToObI Ha
CaMOM Jiej/ie HAlIUTBCS, eMY IPUAETCS IPOBeCTH B Hape
MHOTO BpPEMEHI.

ITocne BHe3anHo BcTpeun ¢ [lepcedonoit Tagec Bep-
Hy/cs B K1y6. OH pasbICKa ee U MOIpoOOBasl 3aroBo-




putb. HaBepHoe, ellje 3aX0fisi C MOPO3HOTO BO3/IyXa B Y-
XOTY IIOJTyTEMHOTO TIOMeIlleHN s, OH MOfI03peBa IPaBAYy,
HO He >KeJlaj ee MPU3HaBarTh.

Kax 6yngTo cTano mpole, KOra OH YBUJET OTBET
B yauBieHHOM B3rsAfe Ilepcedonsl. B ee rmasax, koto-
pble He MEHSIVCh OT BOIUIOLEHMsI K BOIUIOLIEHUIO.

Omna cMmotpena Ha [afieca, cTost mocpeny paccenBalo-
IIeTACs TOJIIIBL, MeXy CYMPaKoOM U ObIOIVIMM Ha TPaHM-
Ie cayxa 6acamu MpUITyLIeHHO My3bikit. OHa CMOTpe-
J1a M He Y3HaBaJIa TaK, KaK y3HaJI ee OH — JjaXKe ec/u Obl
Ha 9TOT pa3 [leMeTpa oTOIIA OT TPAANLIMY IIPUBBIYHOTO
VIMEHU.

On y3HaBan ee Bcerga. He cpasy, Ho Bcerja.

Kakoit cumoii Morna BOCIO/Ib30BaTbcA ee MaTh? la-
Jlec He COMHeBaJICs, 3TO feno pyk Jemerpol. OHa Beerga
cYMTana, 4YTO pelreHne O6OroB HEBEPHO, U [JOYb BCerfa
IO/DKHA OCTaBaThes psfioM ¢ Heit. Kak 6yaro Toro daxra,
gyto [Tepcedone mpmxoauTCsa He MPOCTO MEHATH Tena,
a IIepepOoXKAaThCsl, HELOCTATOYHO.

Kak 6ynTo TO, uTo Tafiec >xieT U ulleT ee MOMOBUHY
JKU3HU, — ITO MAJo.

Kro nmomor [lemerpe? OHa 6bI HUKOT/}a He OCMeNIach
B OIMHOYKY OpocaTb BbI3OB Ooram. [la m cun y Hee He
xBaTuno Obl. He ee cressa. Tamec Bcerma HemomoOmmBan
ee, cunTaa coOCTBEHHUIEl, He MOXKe/IaBIIein OTIIYCKaTh
moub. Ho B 9TOT MOMEHT OH ee OYTV HEeHaBUJeL.

[Tepcedona — mmm Codu, kak oHa cama cebst Ha3bI-
Bajla — CMYTIIACh U He XOTeNIa pasroBapusarb. OHa xe-
J1aja Kak MOKHO ObIcTpee cOexarh u3 kiayba u ot [azeca,
KOTOPOTO HaBepHsKa MOCYNMTana HaBsA3YMBBIM. Eil ObI
3TO YAAIOCh, eciu 6 He ee moppyra. [afec He 3alOMHII
MMeHN BOCTOPKEHHOI OJOHJMHKM, HO OHA OKa3amach
¢danarkoit rpynnsl «CTUKC TedeT BCIATb». braromaps
eit [Tepcedona He yOexxana cpasy.

Ho oHa Monmyana 66/bLIyI0 4acTh BpeMeHU, CTOs psi-
JIOM C TIOAPYTOI, KOTOpast 1jebeTana O MOC/IeTHEM ajlb-



6oMe 1 XaKgana nomydntsb aBrorpad. Koneuno xe, la-
JleC pacImcascs Ha IPOTAHYTOM ambboMe. A IOTOM ellje
JONITO CMOTPEJT BC/IeN, IeBYIIKaM, KOT7la OHM BBIXOIM/IN
u3 3ama. OH HafleAncs, 9apsl [leMeTpol JafyT TPELNHY,
xorpa ITepcedpona ysuput ero. OH Hafescs, oHa obep-
HeTcs.

Ona He 06epHYyIach.

U teneps lamec cupen B mouTtu myctoM Oape kiy6a,
He 3HafA, TO JIY €My IIONbITATbCSA HAIIUTBCA, TO JIM OTBI-
ckatb oM IlepcedoHbl 1 CnIoil BEepHYTH ee (B KOHIIE
KOHIIOB, 3TO ObUIO OBl He IepBOe IOXMIIEHNEe >KeHbI 3a
€ro Jo/roe CyIecTBOBaHMe), TO /... [ajiec He 3HaI, YTO
elrle MO>KHO NPUAYMATb.

Ho monsAn, 4To Bce 3TO NPUIETCA OTIOKUTD, IOTOMY
YTO OLYTWI IPyroe 60XKeCTBEHHOEe IPUCYTCTBYE PAJIOM.
/1 MrHOBeHUe CIyCTA eMy Ha IIJIed0 ONMYCTMIACh pyKa:

— Aug, gpyxuie!

— 1 HeHaBIDKY 3TO UM, — CyXo oTBeTun1 lagec.

— 3aTo, He COMHEBAIOCh, THl paj MeHsA BUJETH!

— IlpuBeTt, AMOH.

OH ycencs Ha GapHBII CTYN PAJOM U 3aKasan y 6ap-
MeHa 4TO-TO IpO3payHOe B HM3EHbKOIl CTOmKe. XpyI-
K, TOHKUI, OH OBUI MOXOX Ha CEMHAJLIATUJIETHETO
MajIbYMIIKY CO BCTPENaHHbIMU CBET/IBIMY Bomocamu. Ha
BXOJIe Y HETO HaBepHAKA IPOBEPUIN TOKYMEHTHI.

[Tpymenmmit 60r oCymI pIOMKY 1 TOTpe6OBaJI elle.
I TonmpKo mocre aToro nocMoTpen Ha lazmeca.

— 9r0 TBOIT KIy6?

— C xakoii cratu? Het. ¥ mMena rpynna. Mbl TyT BbI-
CTYHasN.

— Cepbe3Ho? — AMOH 00epHYJICA U C MHTEPecoM
OKMHYJI B3IJIAZIOM ITYCTYIOIIYIO Ceffdac CIieHy. — A 4To
TaK MeJIKO?

— 3avyeM MHe Ki1y6?

— He 3Har, HO 3T0 6BLIO OBl BIIOJTHE B TBOEM JiyXe.

lapec moxxan mzegam:




— V¥ Mmens ectb nenoe IlogzemHoe mapcrso. K uemy
MHe K/1y6?

— Ilnsa noxTa.

B otBet [agec mpomomyan. Korma-to oH, Kak 1 MHO-
rue 60Ty, pasBIeKancs TeM, 9TO 063aBOAVICS Ha 3eMie
BCEM, YTO TO/IbKO MOT HoXenaTb. V kak mpounm 6oram,
eMy 9To 6bIcTpO HacKy4mto. Korma MoxeIs MMeTh Bce,
obnmajjanme 6BICTPO CTAHOBUTCS 6€CCMBICTIEHHBIM.

K Tomy e Ha camoM jiene [agecy Bcerga ObUI10 HY)XHO
HEYTO COBEPILEHHO MHOE..

— 4 Hamwern ee.

B 3TOT MOMEHT AMOH KaK pa3 pacCMaTpyUBaJl CTOIIKY,
peliasi, CTOUT ee OCYLIUTD NPAMO ceiidac Uiy HeT. Ajn-
KOTO/Ib Ha Hero feiicTBoBal Kak Ha [ajeca — TO ecThb
[OYTH HUKaK. UTO-TO BpoOfie m1Ba /sl OOBIYHBIX JIIOJIEIL.

ITocne cnos lafeca AMOH OTOpBaiCs OT CO3epLAHUS
PIOMKM 1 C TI0OOMBITCTBOM ITOCMOTpE/T Ha HerTo.

— CepbesHo? BeicTpo B aToT pas. Tak BOT modemy
TBI 371€Ch.

Tapmec xuBHY. Vx c IlepcedoHoit cBsA3b Bceraa Obira
4eM-TO HeOOBSCHUMBIM JlaXKe UIsi HUX camux. Ho ero
TAHYJIO TY/Ia, I7le POXKIANoCh ¥ POCIO €€ HOBOE BOILIO-
meHne. V paHo miM MO3JHO OHM BCTpedanuch. Torma
cpoxk Ilepcedonsl y [leMeTpsl 3aKaHUMBAJICA, X OHA CHO-
Ba yxoguaa ¢ [agecom.

Ho ne B 3TOT pas.

— Ilosppasnsam, — ckasan AMoH. — W rie ke celtyac
TBOSA TeMHas MpUHIecca?

— Joma, mojararzo.

— M-M-M?

— Omna mens He ysHana.

Bor aT0 3acTaBmio AMOHa cpasy ke 3a0bIThb O BbI-
nuBKe. OH BBIIPSAMUICS Ha CTY/IE ¥ C HECKPbIBaeMbIM
yauBIeHueM mocMorpen Ha lapeca. Temepp 6bima oco-
OeHHO 3aMeTHa ero HeobObIuHas ¢opMa INa3, Kak Oyn-
TO CJ/IeTKa MMH/AJEeBUHbIX. AMOHY HPaBMJIOCDH, KOIZa



CMepTHbIe TaJjay, OTKY/la OH MOXKeT ObITb POJOM, KTO
ero npesnkyu. KoHeuyHo, HUKTO He yraiplBajl B IOHOLIE
IPpEeBHEETUIIeTCKOro 60ora 4epHOro Heb6eCHOro MPOCTPaH-
cTBa U noKposurena Pus.

OH Mor He HMOSBIATHCS HENEMI0 VUM TOABI, HO IIOTOM
HensMeHHO Haxopul [ageca u Benm cebs Tak, OyATO OHU
paccTajuch TONbKO BYepa.

Brpouem, Bce 6oru 6sutn Takumu. Kpome Iageca. Ero
BEYHOCTb OTCUUTBIBAJIACH B TOM YMCIIE IIepepOXAECHNSA-
mu IlepcedoHbl. AMOH MOT CKOJIBKO YTOHO MIPOHM3M-
pOBaTh Ha 3Ty TeMY, HO 3Ha/l 000 BCeM JIy4llle MHOTUX.
On Bcerga 6b11 gpyrom lafeca.

[ToaTomy ceifdac COKpBITBIN 60T Hebec okasacs uc-
KpeHHe Y[ UBJIEH:

— Kak 310 He ysnanma? Takoe passe BO3MOXHO?

— Kak Bupaniib.

— 4 ne Buxy. Ho THI pacckaxum.

WM Tapec pacckasan. JIocTaTOYHO KPaTKO, HO HE YIIy-
CKas fmeraseil. 3a BpeMs ero pacckasa AMOH YCIIE BbI-
IUTDb PIOMKY U B3STb ellie OfiHY.

— W 4t0 TBI cOOMpaenIbcs fenath? — CIPOCKIT OH.

— Ilonatna He mmer. Ilorpe6boBarb oTBer y Jle-
MeTpbI?

— Tonbko cupoBonupyemsb 3Ty cTepsy. VM Thl mpas,
pas OHa Takoe IPOBEPHY/A, €e KTO-TO IOAEeP>KUBAET.
Kro-to cunbHbit. TBoIT 6paT He MOXKeT?..

— 3eBc He cTan Obl.

— Ou Bcerna 6maroBonun [lemerpe.

— On 6maroBomutr Kaxpoll 06ke! Ho He cran 6b1
packayuBaTh paBHOBECHE.

AMOH MHOTO3HAYUTENbHO B3IOXHYIL

— Torma Tebe ocTaeTcss TOMBKO OFHO, — 3aKIIIO-
41T OH.

— Boikpacts Ilepcedony?

— Jlypenb. CobmasHuTs ee.

— Yro?
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— Hy opun >xe pas BwImio.

— Torpa oHa He ObITa IPOTHB.

— OTKypa THI 3Haelllb, 4TO Tenephb OymeT? — jlerko-
MBIC/IEHHO NOKaJI Iiedamy AMOH. — OHa OLyTHT TO Xe
IPUTSDKEHME, YTO U BCerAa. Toraa HaBepHAKa BCIIOMHMNT.
Tonbko He myrait ee cpasy, STOT TBOJI 3arpoOHbIiT Magdoc
U BOT 3TO BCe... TOMpoOyIi ObITh Kak dermoBek. OHa ce6s
BCe-TaK! YeJIOBEKOM CUMTAeT.

lagec He orBeTw. OH ycTaBUICA Ha POBHBIE PAJBI
OyTBUIOK B 0ape, OTCBEYMBAMOIIMX MYTHBIMU OOKaMIL.
Tagec maBHO >KWII cpeny JIOfiell, HO HUKOT[A He MyMarl,
4YTO BCepbe3 MOXeT CTaThb OfHMM 13 Hux. OH faxe Ha-
MUTHCA MO-HACTOSIEMY He B COCTOSIHUY, KaKoe co6as-
HeHMe?

— S ne cmory, — ckasan [agec.

— Jla magso. IIpocto He myraii ee. OHa 3aHOBO B Te-
051 BMIOOUTCSL M BCe BCIIOMHMUT.

AMOH ABHO XOT€JI OIIPOKMHYTb PIOMKY, HO IIOTOM He-
OXXIJAHHO ITOCEPbe3HeL.

— Boobme-To A 37ech He IPOCTO TaK.

BoT oHO uTo. IT03TOMY OH TaK JIErKOMBICTIEHHO OT-
HeccsA K BO3MOXKHOMY COI03y JleMeTphbl ¢ KeM-TO CUJIb-
HbIM. V] He pupgan 3HaueHus norepe namaAty Ilepcedo-
HBI. AMOHa 6eCIIOKOW/IO YTO-TO APYyToe.

Tafiec BONPOCKUTENBHO M30THY/ OPOBb:

— .

— banpgp mepTs.

— Hy on Bcerga 6b1 HeMHOTO He B cebe.

— To1 He oA, lagec. OH #eICTBUTENBHO, B3aIIPaB-
ny meptB. Ero youmm.

— HeBosmoxHO youTs 6ora.

— Bce Tak gymamn.

Teneps Tanec B3mepHyn 06e 6posu. banbap 6b11 ¢ Ce-
Bepa, [ja K TOMY e IOKPOBUTE/IbCTBOBAJ BECHE U CBETY,
TO €CTb IPYT JyIA APyra OHY ObUIV TeMU ellle IPOTUBOIIO-
JIOXXHOCTAMI. VI He TO YTOOBI IPYT pyra HEHABUIEIM. ..



HO HeJoM6IMBaNu HOCTaTOYHO, YTOOBI CTapaThCs He
BCTpeYaThCs JMIIHMIL pas.

Ho nHeBo3MOXXHO yb6uth 6ora. Ilpu cMmeptu mpocrto
0CBOOOXaeTcsl sHeprus, u TpebyeTcss BpeMsi, 4TOOBI
co3fatb HOBoe Teno. IlepcedoHa emMHCTBEHHas, KTO
B IIOJTHOM CMBIC/IE CTIOBA IepepOXKIaeTCs.

9TOT mpolecc mesn TeicsAun eT. Huuro ero He Ha-
py1asno.

— Yro npomsonmo? — cnpocun lagec.

Kak u Bcerma, oH ocraBancsa coOpaH 1 3ajaBajl BO-
IPOCHI IO CYLIECTBY. AMOH OpOCKI OBICTpBIiL B3IJIA HA
6apmeHa, HO TOT ObUI fjaieKo. [lo 3TOro ero He OYeHb-TO
BOJIHOBAJIO, YTO YC/IBIIIAT CMEPTHBIIT, HO Tellepb, OX0-
e, MHQOpMaLMsA CTAHOBU/IACH BaYKHOIL.

— HuxTo TouHo He 3HaeT. Ho Banbppa youmm. A ero
IyX He BbICBOOOAMICS. OH IPOCTO 0KA3a/ICsl YHUYTOXKEH.

— OTKypa U3BeCTHO, YTO OH He ucues?

— Xenb ckaszana. OHa-TO CMBICIUT B TaKUX Bellax.

Ee Tagec 3nan ortnmuno. Kak u oH, Xenb 3aBefjoBa-
na ymepmmmy, Ho Ha CeBepe. OH He TIOMHMJI CTIOKHBIX
POZACTBEHHBIX CBsI3€ll B MIX ITAHTEOHE, HO He COMHEeBAJICH,
ec/u 60TMHA UX 3arpoOHOTO MMpa rOBOPUT, 4TO banbap
MepTB, 3HAYNT, OH [e/ICTBUTEIbHO MEPTB.

— Ho kak Takoe BO3MOXHO?

AMOH TIOKaJI MJIeYaMu:

— Huxkro He 3HaeT. OuH B APOCTH, OH TOXe He TI0-
BepWJI, Ha4aJI ICKaTb, a Xe/Ib 0003BaJia ero CTapbIM K03-
JIOM U 33ABUJIA, YTO OHA yBepeHa, banbap ncyes u3 3Toro
mupa. Coscem. Jlo kon1a. OH HMKOIZIa He BEPHETCA U HeE
Bo3poauTca. OH IPOCTO IepecTas CyleCTBOBATh.

ITocnepHue cmoBa AMOHA 3By4Yamy OCOOEHHO 3/10Be-
we. Bynp Tafec X0Th 4yTOUYKY 60JIee BIIeUaT/IUTENbHBIM,
y Hero o ClyHe TOYHO Mpobexxanyu Obl MypaliKiL.

— Ho camoe crTpamHoe He 3TO, — HPOJOIKNI
AmoH. — XOfAT CIyxu, TaKoe IPONMCXOAUT IO BCEMY
mupy. Kro-To y6mBaer 60ros.




— Tonbko He roBOpPM, YTO XOYEIlb 3aHATbCA IONC-
KaMy YOMIIIIBL.

AMOH 1oXajI IIe4aMu:

— Celfqac KaXX/blil 13 HaC OyfIeT bITaTbCS MPOBECTH
paccnefoBanye. Tbl TOMOXeNIb?

— Ecnn cMmory.

— He Bomnyiics, 4 He HoMenIa cO6TA3HEHNIO TBOE
Ced. Tem 6oree... Ha BCAKUIT CIydail IpUIIAAbIBAIL 3a
Heit. OHa ceiyac yA3BuMa. VI cam 6yab 0CTOpOXKeH.

Tagec kpuBO ycMexHYmCA.

— Bpsapg mu KTo-TO OKaXKeTCsA HACTONBKO IMYII, YTO
noneset K Brazibike IlogsemMHoro napcrsa.

— Banbap Toxe mymar, 4To HeyA3BUM.

&



— Passicueaii kocmpot, moti eocnoout. Ilozeonv dvimy
cmenumocs 600716 8enuvecmeenHvix 600 Cmukca. Boonv
MOUX N0360HKOB.

Auo ynoibaemcs. XuugHo, onacHo, kak 6yomo 20mos
nepezpoi3myv 20mKy m000My, KO 6Ctnaxem y Hezo HA
nymu. IIposooum pykoii no obHaxmenHoti cnune Ilepce-
oHbL, U OHA Bbleubaemcs nNod ezo 1a00HDIO.

Ee nocmenv ycoinana eeceHHUMU Usemamu 6nepemeniKy
C MAneHbKUMU 1erno8e4ecKumu Kocmoukamu. Aud nonaza-
erm, 4o Mo YHACHO HeNPAKIMUUHO, HO OH CK/IOHEH K CUM-
sonusmy, a Ilepcedpore npocmo HPasUmcs, K020a Kpacuso.
IToamomy 6 nepsyio Ho4b, K020a OHA 6 HOBOU HUHU 80C-
COEOUHSIEMCST C MyXHceM HA UX JI0JKe, OHA NPOCUM YCbInamb
nocmenv usemamu u kocmamu. Komopote, npasoa, ece
DAasHO Npudemcsi CMAXHYmv Ha NOJI, YMoObL He MeUau.

VIm 06oum Hpassamces pumyanvt. 9mo-mo nocmosHHoe
u HeusmenHoe. Hanomumnarowsee: umo vt HU cLy4unoco,
ectno UUK/IbL U 6eu4U, KOMopble HUKINO He 8 CUNAX u3me-
Humv. Aud eécezda cmpemumcs k Ilepcegpone, a Ilepcedo-
HA X04ern 80CCOEOUHUMBCS C MYHCEM.

— Paszscueaii xocmpul, Mol 20cno0uH, — uienyerm
oHa. — Ilycmv 6ce 3Hawm, 4mo s 8epHynACh.
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OH Hak7noHsemcs max, 4mo ezo ObLXaHue ujeKouern
yxo Ilepcegponrvl. Ynvibaemcs, 6 cnosax nepekamvléaemcs
puiMaHUe XUUHUKA, ONACHO20 U HEYMOTIUMOZO:

— A umo 6ydem Odenamv MOs 20cnoHa?

Ona nepesopauusaemcst Ha CnuHy, 06HAKeHHAS, On1a-
20yXauas cna0KoBamviMU Yeemamu ¢ MO2UJ.

— Hadetoco, mul cKyuan no mHe.

Tubkuil, cmpacmubiii, OH ¢ poiuaHuem npuHUKaem K Heil.

Bcro nopory o foma Codu cnynrana BOCTOpKEHHBIN
me6eT XesneH. CBeT/Ible BOIOCHI IOAPYTY PACTpPeIaNCh,
TECHBIJ KOpCeT OHA CHAJIA IPAMO B MAlllHe, HUYIYThb He
CTECHAACH TOTO, YTO OCTANACh B KAKOW-TO YEPHOI CET-
Ke, He CKpbIBaBIlell TeMHoe Oenbe. Cody coBepiIeHHO
BCepbe3 OIlacajach, YTO OHM CTAHYT IPUYMHON aBapuu,
IIOTOMY 4YTO JpyTye BOAUTENN TapallMIN I/1a3a Ha MU-
HUATIOPHYIO O/IOH/IMHKY 32 PYJIeM.

Cama >xe XesleH B3ITIA[IOB He 3aMevasa ¥ TOBOpUIA
TOJIbKO O IIpollefuieM KoHuepre. [Io ee cmosaM, rpynmna
ChIrpaja Bce ee M00MMbIe TTeCHN. VI [Ba>KAbI BBIXOAMIA
Ha 61c! XermeH oTOMBaMa PUTM IO PYIIIO, IIOKA OHY CTO-
s/ Ha cBetodope.

Ho 6ornblie Bcero, KOHEYHO e, XeeH MpuUIlIa B BOC-
TOPT OT TOro, Kak Cou c/1y4aiiHo MO3HAKOMU/IACh C BO-
KanmuctoM «CTMKCca» M YTO OH HaIlleNl UX B 3aJie ¥ B3I
HoMmep Codu.

— Tbl emy noHpaBuIacek! — yBepeHHO 3asABuUIa Xe-
neH. — TouHo Tebe roBoplo. S Bupena, Kak OH CMOTpeJL.

— He coMHeBaioch, OH TaK CMOTPUT Ha KOXAYIO Jie-
BIUILY, KOTOPYIO XO4eT Y/IOKUTDb B TIOCTENIb.

— OH He TaKoil.

— C ygero TbI B3s1a?

— Ywuraro ero corceTu.

Codu TombKo (HBIPKHYIA M OTBEPHY/IACD, @ XeJIeH T1e-
PEeKJII0YN/Iach Ha BOAMTENA BIepenM, 3aABisAd, YTO TOT
MeJlIeHHee YIUTKY Ha 3aJjHeM JBope ee 6aOyLIKuL.



Codu xe mymana, 4To Tam, Iepen kiybom, [amec
MEeICTBUTEIbHO He IIOKa3ajcs el HU 3aHOCYMBBIM, HU
IBITAOIIMCS ee o4apoBaTb. OH ObUI Ha yAMBIIECHME. ..
o6brunbIM. Ha cuiene Tafiec kasasncs BHYIINTENTbHBIM, HO
B KM3HM ObUI Bcero Ha mnonronossl Boime Cogu. Co-
OpaHHbIIl, TOATAHYTHIN, C KOPOTKMMU TeMHBIMU BOJIO-
caMU ¥ HECKOTIbKVMIMY Ma/IeHbKUMM CepeXKKaMy B IEBOM
yxe. PasroBop Tek Tak IUIaBHO, KaK OyATO OHM 3HA/IM
IPYT fpyra, Kak OyATo OGecemoBay KaXK/blil IeHb.

Xotss Codu He coMHeBajach, OHa BIIepBble BMJe/a
9TOTO YeJIOBEeKa.

Korma XeneH B ouepenHoit pa3 Havasa meberarpb o [a-
nece, Codu He BbIep>Kaa:

— Ecnmu oH Tak Tebe MOHPaBWMICS, MOXET, CTOUIO
JaTh eMy TBOJI TelmedoH.

— A BAPYT OH JIIOOUT TOJIBKO PBDKEHBKIUX? — B3JI0X-
Hyna XeJeH.

— Te6e nmydIne 3HaTh, ThHI 3@ €T0 COLICETAMM C/IEANIID.

XeJleH He ycIlena NMPOfOJDKUTh pasroBOpP, OHM OCTa-
HOBuUMCh y foma Codu, 1 Ta MoObICTpee pacpolanach
C TIOAIPYTOIL.

Husenbkuit 3a60p [1e/ICTBUTEIBHO CTOM/IO ITOJHO-
BUTb, 3 HAPUCOBAHHbIE HA IIOYTOBOM SIIVKE 3B€3/bl HE
OB BUIHBI HOYBIO. II0EKUBIINCH OT OCEHHETO XO/IOfa,
Codu obxBarmma cebst pykamu U 10 ZOPOXKKe 3aTOPO-
IUIach K OCBellleHHOMY Kpbiiablly. OHa ciblllajna, Kak
3a CIIMHOM OTbeXana MallyHa XeJleH, ¥ IPUTOPOHbIN
PpalioH CHOBa MOTPY3WICA B IPUBBIYHYIO TUILVHY, Hapy-
IIaeMyI0 IIeHVeM KaKoii-To HouHoi nTuibl. Codu B HUX
COBepIIEHHO He pa3bupanace.

JloM OKyTbIBas TEIJIOM M 3aIlaXOM BBIIIEYKY — I10XO-
JKe, MaTbh CHOBA TOTOBM/IA, OK1jjast Bo3BpartueHus Codu.
OHa HMKOTTIa He IOKM/IAach CIIaTh, TOKa Ta He MPUXOAUIa.

CHAB OOTMHKM B IIPUXOXKeil M NOBECUB KypPTKy Ha
KPIOYOK B BUJIe JIATYHHON BMHOTrpajHOU 7103bl, Copu
IIpOBe/Ia PYKOM IO YyTh pacTpeNaBIIMMCA PBIKUM KO-
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caM, IIpUBOAs cebs B MOPSMOK, @ TOTOM IIPOLIIA B TO-
CTUHYIO.

— Mawm? { BepHynach.

OHa cupena B Kpecre, B yITy KOMHATBI, Cpefy IyIIN-
CTBIX KOBPOB U MaJ/IeHbKMX AVBAHOB, B MATKOM CBeTe
TOpIepa B CTU/IE ap-[eKo. [IIMHHbIe BOMOCHI COOpaHbI
B KOCY, IEPEKMHYTYIO Ha TPyAb, IPALY LIBETA CIIEJION
MIIEHNIBI JIET/IV Ha TKaHb CKPOMHOTO IIJIaThsI B METKMUIA
LIBETOYEK. 3a/I0KUB MajblieM KHUTY, KOTOPYIO YUTasa,
Matb cTporo nocmorpena Ha Codu:

— ThI cerogHs MO3mHO.

— Ilomynoun ner!

— Mora N03BOHUTD.

— Maw, 1 yXe He MajJleHbKasl.

— Ecmn Tebe ncnonmHMIOCh BOCEMHALATD, 9TO elle
He 3HA4UT, YTO ThI CTaja B3POCIION.

He BrigeprkaB, Co¢u 3akaTiia I1asa, 4To He YKpBbI-
JIOCh OT MaTepu.

— Jloporas, s mpocTo o Tebe BONMHYICh. Bpems Hecrio-
KOJTHOE, a ThI pasryaMBaellb B TAKOM BIJe II03JHO HOYbIO.

— JTO HOpMa/IbHBINM Buf,. V ele He O3AHO.

— 4 Hageroch, B creqyomuii pa3 Thl IO3BOHUIID.

— IIpekparm.

— Hert. 9to T8I IpexpaTu. — lonoc Marepu pactepsn
MATKOCTD, TYT XK€ CTaB TBEPbIM, IOUYTH TPO3HBIM. B HeM
3By4au Oypu v mMBHU. — S1 He MO3BOJIO Tebe MAaTaTbCsA
HETIOHATHO I7ie HeIIOHATHO C KeM.

Codu 3Hama, YTO ecu He XOYeT OIATh PyraTbCs, TO
JTyd4llle IpoMo4aTh. TeM 60/ee MaTh TYT XKe IIpeKpaTuIa
OyieBaTb M MUPOTIOOMBO CIIPOCHIIA, KaK IIPOLIEST KOH-
nept. Kak 6yATO OHa CTyIIaza XOTh YTO-TO U3 TOTO, YTO
HpaBunock Codu, 1 Moria noffep>xatb pasrosop. Ilo-
sTomy Codu BbIfjasIa KOPOTKMIT CYyXOil paccKas, KOTOPBIi
MaTb MO/Ya BBICTYIIAIA.

Xors, pasymeercs, Codu He cTasa TOBOPUTD, KaK BO-
kamuct «CTukca» mompocua ee Homep Tenmedona. Eme



KUB OBUT B MaMsITU CKaH/ja/l, KOTOPBII 3aKaTuIa Marh,
y3HaB O IIKO/IbHOM yxaxkepe Codu.

Ho Ha cnepyromuit e Cou Bo3Bpalamach Mbic-
JISIMA K TOMY, YTO €€ HOMEp eCTb Y YeJloBeKa 110 VIMeHM!
Tagec. VI xoTs1 oHa 6Bl HM 3a YTO B 3TOM He NpU3HA-
J1ach, HO Kyfia 4Yalle, 4eM OObIYHO, TpOBepsia TenedoH.
OH XpaHWI MONYaHUe BCIO IEPBYI0 IIOJIOBUHY CYO-
6O0TBI.

Tagec mossonms, xorga Codu Oblta B opaHXKepee.
Cpesana ToHKMe cTebenbky Tpas i Marepu. Ha ca-
MOM Jie/le TO, YTO Ha3bIBalU OpaHXepeel, IMpefCcTaB-
JI5710 cO001T BCErO JIUIIb HMPUCTPOIIKY PSIOM C JOMOM,
He 60sibllle 0OBIYHOTO capasi, HO C OTPOMHBIMY OKHAMU
U CTEK/ITHHBIM IIOTOJIKOM, 4TOOBI Ha pacTeHUA Iajajo
conHue. BHyTpu 6b10 He pasBepHyTbhes, Codu enBa
MOIJIa C/le/IaTh [jBa LlIara B CTOPOHY OT [iBEpIL.

Tenedon B kapmaHe 3aBMOpUpOBA, KOIjja B pyKe
JIeKaJIo MATb YIPYIUX CTe6eNnbKoB, KOTOpble TpeboBa-
nmuch Marepu. OcraBuB MHCTpyMeHTbI, Codu mocrana
Tene(OH 1, YBUMIEB HE3HAKOMBIII HOMep, He MOIJIa He
nopymars, 4to 9to lagec. [ToaToMy He cTana BBIXOAUTH
U3 OpaHXkepeu — el BOBCE He XOTEIO0Ch, YTOOBI MaTh
yC/IBIIIaIa pasroBop.

— Ia.

— 3ppascTByil. 10 lagec. Hageroch, Tl MeHA IOM-
HIIIb.

Koporkuit cmenok Ha Toit cropone — Co¢y He OHM-
MaJjla ero IPUYMHbI, HO HEBOJIBHO Y/IBIOHY/IACh B OTBET:

— 41 3Ham TBOII TONIOC.

— Or..

— CrplIana MHOTO IeCeH.

— O, — nosropun Tagec. — f pan. Moxer, y Tebs
OyzmeT cBob6omHbIN Bedep? S ObI ¢ yIOBONBCTBMEM IIPO-
TYJLAICA U YTOCTII Tebs Kode.

OH 3aMsJICA M HETPOMKO JJOOaBIIL:

— Ecnu ThI He IpoTUB.
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Codu 3ameTna MarTh, IOAOUIEAIIYIO K OKHY B JJOMe
VI IIAHYBIIYIO Ha Hee. CIIOBHO 320€CIIOKOM/IACh, IIOYEMY
podepu HeT Tak foiro. Codu MaxHysa et pyKoit, yKasbl-
Bas Ha TeneoH, u oTBepHynach. Kak 6yaro ecmu 6ymer
CTOATD JIMIIOM, MaTb MOXXET YC/IBIIIATD C/IOBA.

Tenepp Hago orBeTUTh. [IpOocTO OTBETUTH U HMYETO
He UCIIOPTUTbD.

— /I He mpoTuB.

— Korpga 161 cBOOOHA?

Ei1 xoTenock cka3arpb, 4TO ceituyac. BbIXOMHOI IeHb, KO-
TOPBbIT OHa obellfaa MPOBECTI C MaTePbIO, IIOMOTasl eif,
U B KOTOPBII TIpeAoyYia Ol OKa3aThCsl B [PYTOM MecTe.

— M-m-M, — 3amsmacs Codu.

— A 4TO THI fie/Taenib CETOMHI?

— Cyuy ¢ MaTepblo TpaBbl, — 4ecTHO oTBeTHIa Co-
¢u. U Tyt e Bpinamta: — Ho ecu ThI criacemms MeHs
OT 3TOrO 3aHATHA, 5 OyAy odeHb pajal

On paccmesnca. Copy HEBOTBHO 3a)XKMYpPU/IAch OT
aToro cmexa... OuiyujeHne, Kak 6yATO IPOBOAMIND JIa-
IOHBIO 10 6apxary. Kak 6yaTo rmagmuinb KOIIKY, HA MUT
BTAHYBUIYIO KOI'TH.

— Korpa 3a T060i11 3aexatb?

Codu pacrepsnach. 3aexatb? Eit moyemy-to npencra-
BUJIOCH, 4TO TAKOJI 4e/l0BeK, Kak [anec, HaBepHsAKa e3uUT
Ha MoTolukie, a Codu HU pasy Ha HeM Jaxke He CHJera.
3aTo BMJea, KaK B GMIbMax y IeByLIeK Ha MOTOLMK/IAX
pa3BeBaNCh I00KU... a CAMU OHU TECHO IPVDKMMAIUCh
K MY>X4IIMHAM.

— Yepes ygac.

— Ime BcTpeTumca?

Cravana Codu He MOHANMA, IOYEMy He y JOMaA, HO
IIOTOM PeIIN/Ia, YTO el ¥ CaMOli COBCeM He X04eTCst 00b-
SICHATBCA ¢ MaTepblo. IloaToMy mompocuia NogoXAaTh
ee B Hayasle yaunbl. [afiec cormacuics u TyT >Ke IIOBeCU
Tpy6Ky. A Codu ele HECKONBKO CEKYHJI CTOsIA, yOpaB
TenleOH U mepebupast B pyKax CTeOnM TpaBbL



OHa [eiicTBUTENbHO cormacuaach. Chenana Takylo
rrynocts. Ho morom Co¢u nopHAnma ronoBy u yabio-
Hynacb. OHa He >xajnena. Jl BepHYBIINCH B IOM, JIETKO
COoBpaJjla MaTepy, 4TO MO3BOHMIA Xe/leH, KoTopas pac-
CTa/Iach C OYEPEIHBIM YXaKePOM U XOYeT BCTPETUTHCA
32 MOJIOYHBIM KOKTeJ/IeM OOCYAUTDb 3Ty HOBOCTb.

— Tonbko Bo3Bpalljaiics He MO3{HO, — CKa3ajla MaTh,
HOJKaB TYOBI.

Bonpiiyo wacte Bpemenn Codu mpoBena mepen
mkadoM, puMepsAs TO OFHO, TO Apyroe. Hapskarbes
Ka3ajJloCb CTPaHHBIM, Ia ¥ MaTh MOIJIA YTO-HUOYAb 3a-
no7103puTh. Ho [DKMHCHI IIOCTIe BBIYYPHOCTY Hapsfa AJis
K1y6a IpefcTaB/IsUIICh CIUIIKOM. .. oOpraHbIMI. V1 Co-
¢u moitmana ce6s Ha MBICIN, YTO IIPOCTO He XOYeT UX
HaJIeBaTb.

[TosToMy OHa BbIOpama KOPOTKYI0 UYepHYIO 00Ky
U 1mpoctyio Kodry ¢ 3aBaskamu. IIloroM BcrmoMHmIa
0 MOTOLMKJIE ¥ CMEHWIA 100Ky Ha YepHble LITAHBI, KO-
TOpble 3ampaBuia B BbicOKUe 60TnHKM. Codu Kak pas
yCIesia HaKpaCUThCA U B TPETUI pa3 CMEHUTb IIPUYECKY
(B MTOTE MIPOCTO PACIYCTUB [UIMHHbIE PBDKIE BOTIOCHI),
KOIZIa TIOfOIIO Ha3HaYeHHOe BpeMsA. JaKMHYB 3a CIIN-
HY PIOK3a4oK C 3akienkamy, Codu mocrapanach CIy-
CTUTBCA BHU3 KaK HM B 4eM He OBIBAIO, NMONPOIIATHCS
C MaTepbl0 1 He CIMUIIKOM TOPONMUTHCA, U K Hadamy
YINILBL.

OHa coxpaHsAIa CIIOKOJCTBUE, HO, KOIZa M3fjaneKa
yBupiena ¢urypy lapeca, Dpuioxmia Bce yCUIns, 4ToObI
He YCKOPUTb LIar ¥ He YIBIOHYThCS eMY.

OH cHOBa ObUT B Y€PHOM, U 3TOT LIBET €My OYeHb e/
Tapiec cTost1, HEOPEKHO 0OMIOKOTUBIINCH HA MAIINHY —
TOXXe YepHy0. OH H03/J0POBAJICA CYXO0, HO CaM Y/IbIOHYI-
Cs e, OTKpbIBasi ABEPLY CO CTOPOHBI IMACCAKUPCKOTO
cupenbs. VI Codu, He 3ayMbIBasCh, HBIPHY/IA BHYTPb.

B canoHe maxyo 4eM-TO CMOJIMCTBIM, a ellle C/IajiKo-
BaTbIMU I[BETaMI.




Qo/

— MHe mpefCTaBIsIIOCh, YTO y Te6sI MOTOLMKI, —
yemexnynack Codu, korga lazec ycencs pAgoM.

OH BckuHYN 6pOBIH.

— TbI HUKOT/A. .. MHE Ka3aJI0Ch, ThI He IIOOMIIb CKO-
pOCTb. VI OTKpBITBIE CAIOHBI.

— Ilpocto He nmpoboBara.

Barmsy Tajeca ObUT TaKMM MIPUCTAIBHBIM, YTO, IIPO-
JUTUCB OH elle XoTb Mut, Cohut mouyBcTBOBasIa OBI Ce0s1 He-
ytotHo. Ho Taec oTBepHyics, 3aBOfisA MallVHY, ¥ CIPOCWIL:

— Kak Hacyer mporynkmu? A moTom A yromy Teb6s
xode.

— Ilpepnounraro yaii.

— EXeBUYHBIN, — yIBIOHY/ICA OH.

Codu HEBONBHO B3[IPOTHY/IA: OHA JIEMICTBUTETBHO
mo6uIa Yai ¢ MUCTbSIMM €XEeBMKM ¥ MOPasmiach, Kak
Tapec Mor yrajate. Vinu oH cam ero mo6ut?

OHM Ty HecKobKo 4acoB. CHavasla 1o MOIeHBIM
BOPOXKKaM IIapKa Cpefy IIOKeNITEBIINX JepPeBbeB, a I0-
TOM IIO TOPOAY, TAie XyX/as JUCTBA JIUIUIA K MOKPOMY
ac¢anpry. Codu pacckasbiBana o cebe, o pabote Matepu
1 0 MaJICHbKOJ OpaHXepee, B KOTOPOIL caMa TakK roomIa
ObiBaTh. [ajjec ocTaBajcsa BeX/INB, HO HEMHOTOC/IOBEH,
U KOIJ]a OHM 3aXOM/Iu B yioTHOe Kade, Codu BHe3arrHO
MIOHSAJIA, YTO JIO CUX IOp HUYEro O HEM He 3HaeT, KpoMe
TOTO, YTO OH UTPAET B TPYILIIE ¥ )KMBET C COOAKOIL TTie-TO
B HeOOJIBIIIOI KBapTUPKe.

A eme lajiec oxasazncs eHCTBEHHBIM, KTO He CIIPO-
cun Codu o mraHax Ha Oyayiee.

Omna nocTynasna B KOJUIS[PK B C/IEAYIOIIEM IOy, O4eHb
TOPAWIACh 3TUM M 3a IOC/IeHUE TORBl IPUBBIKIIA, YTO
JI0OVMMBIIT BOIIPOC OKPY>KAIOIIMX — KeM ThI COOMpaelb-
Cs CTaTh.

Tapec He cipammBat. Kak Oyznro sHaiI... MM He X0OTen
3HATD.

— Yro0 32 MecTo? — ¢ mobonbITcTBOM cripocuna Co-
¢u, ormsABpIBas CTEHBI C MOCTEPaMM POK-MY3bIKAHTOB.



Ha ynuue y>e cTeMHeno, a IpUITyIIEHHBIN CBET CO3/a-
BaJI B IOMeLIeHNM YIOTHYI0 aTMOCcdepy.

— Kage moero sHakomoro.

— Kakue y Te6s1 mHTEpECHBIE IPY3bsl.

— Tol nopoxpenn? 5 Xouy HalITH €r0 U IePEeKNHYTh-
¢ mapoit cnos. [lenait 3akas.

Codu kuBHy/Ia U Jaxke He yCIena 3aMeTUTh TOT MO-
MeHT, Korjja [ajiec uc4yes — BUAMMO, 3a IBEpbIO CTyXKeb-
HOTO IOMelleHusA. Yibbanaics opUIMaHTKa TYT ke
npuHsna 3akas. OcraBumich B ogyuHovecTBe, Codu m10-
cTasa TesieOH MPOBEPUTH, HO HUKAKIX 3BOHKOB WJIN CO-
00111eHMIT He 0OHAPY>KMIOCH, TAK YTO OCTABAIOCh TOIBKO
0067IeTYeHHO B3IOXHYTb. Y MaTepy KIMEHT STUM BEe4epoM,
u Cody OTIMIHO MOMHMIA MUCCUC DPUKCOH. Kaxkaplit
pa3 OHa Ipuxofuaa C IApaHONel, YTO MYX XO4YeT ee
OTPaBUTb — HO IIOYEMY-TO BCe ellle He Cenaa 3TOro 3a
ABajuaTh eT Opaka. Muccuc DPUKCOH IOAONTY Iy
Yaii ¢ MaTepblo, a IOTOM Ta He MeHbllle BpeMeHH Jiefana
eit packaanbl Ha Tapo — Ha My»a U T0OOBHMKA, POMaH
C KOTOPBIM TOXK€ JUTMJICSA JIeT NATh 0e3 BCIKUX M3MEHEHMIL.

U Bce xxe Codu mocraBuma TenedoH Ha 6e33Byd-
HBIII PeXKMM: €l He XOTel0Ch, YTOOBI MaTh ITOMeIaa.
Osxnpas Tageca u vait, Copu ¢ MHTEpecoM paccMarpu-
Baya candetkn ¢ 67eIHOI KAPTUHKON CTUIN30BAaHHOTO
MY3bIKaHTa, IPUBETCTBEHHO HOAHABIIETO pyKy. OTKy-
[a-TO M3-TIOf, MOTO/IKA M/IACh MIPUITIYIIEeHHAA MelToAus
poK-6a/tabl, a 3a CTEKJIOM OO/IBLIOTO OKHA, OKOJIO
kotoporo cupena Co¢u, 6bIM XOPOIIO BUHBI TEI/Ible
OTHM MAIIMH U APKMX QoHapell Ha y/uIle.

Eit HpaBumace ee xusHb. HpaBuica yloTHBIN JOMUK,
B KOTOPOM IIaXJI0 TpaBaMy U 0/1IarOBOHMAMM, KOMHATa
C IOCTepaMy ¥ TUP/ISTHAOMN TIOf MIOTO/IKOM, HIKOJIA U BbI-
IYCKHOM KJIacC, ee Apy3bs U OJIOKHOTBHI, B KOTOPBIX OHA
pucoBaja He/lelbIX 3BepyIleK.

Ho nourn Bcerga y Codu ocTaBanoch OLyleHue, 4To
4ero-to He xBaTaeT. Kak 6yATo OHa camMa — Hemo/Hasl.
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CI10BHO eCTb 4TO-TO 6OJIbIIIee, II0 YeMy OHA TOCKYeT, HO
JlaXKe He MOXKeT Ha3BaTb. VI 3Ta 4acTb ee yCIIOKanBaach,
KOI/]a OHa B OJJIHOYECTBe Opesia 110 TeMHOI yuIle, faxe
PUCKys HapBaTbCA Ha BOPYaHUE MaTePy M3-3a IO3HET0
BO3BpalleHNs. Vi B HomyMpake CBOei KOMHATBI, HOJ,
MepIiaHMe TUPIAH/bBI, CTyIIaa MPaYHOBATYI0 MY3bBIKY,
YCTPOMBIINCH Ha COMTON IOCTENM U PUCYA Y 3BepyLIeK
KJIBIKM U KOTTH.

Marp He no61Ia Takue KapTuHKM. Eif He HpaBWINCH
rorudeckue pomanbl Codu, 1 y>k TOYHO OHa ObIIa IPO-
TUB MY3BIKHU, KOTOpYI0 npennountana godb. Ho Codu
IPOCTO HAy4M/IACh... IaBMPOBaTh. [IokaspiBaTh MaTepyu
TOJIBKO TO, YTO Ta XOTe/Ia BUAETD.

V1 npopio/mkarh B ITy6MHe AYLIN TOCKOBATh O YeM-TO
HEBBIPA3MMOM, YeMy JaXke He MOIJIa Hof006paTh onpese-
nenus. OLylleHNe Ha TPaHy Y3HaBaHMA.

[ynocty, kak roBopuia MaTb. Bce aTo mpocto riy-
IIOCTM HOJPOCTKOBOTO BO3PACTA.

Ho ceivac, Tepe6s candeTky ¢ CumysToM My3bIKaHTa,
Codu BApyT MOH:AMA, YTO ITUM BEYepOM OLIyIiana cebs
yioTHO. I]e/bHOI 1 3aKOHYeHHOIT. MOXeT, MIMeHHO I103TO-
My OHa COITIaCH/Iach Ha BCTpedy ¢ [ajecoM — abcomoTHO
He3HAKOMBIM eif JeroBeKoM. Codu Belb HMKOTI/Ia paHblIITe
TaK He IOCTyIaIa. A MOXeT, pab0TaJio ero MpayHOBaTOe
ob6asiHMe, ¢ moMoulbio kotoporo — Codu 9T0 ¢ ropeybto
TIpU3HaBajla — MY3bIKaHT HABEPH:AKA COOTa3HAT BOCTOP-
KeHHBIX JieBu1l. VI Bce sxe Codu He >kanena o Bedepe.

lazec moABW/ICA HEOKU/JTAHHO, OIHVM IUTaBHBIM J[BYI-
KeHMeM ycaxmBasch Hanpotus Codu, kak 6yATO ThMa
TIepeTeK/a U3 yrya 3a cTold. YyTb HaxMypeHHble Opo-
BU — YTO-TO €0 0eCIIOKOMIO — M I/1a3a, Ka3aBIINecs
B nonympaxe yepHbiMu. Ho Codu oH Tonbko ckasan:

— VI3BMHM, YTO 3aCTaBWI KJATh.

OHa HeoIlpefle/IeHHO II0XaJla IIeYaMI.

Ceituac Tagec 60rnblle yeM KOrma-nmmO0 HaroMMUHAaI
xyiHrka. CoOpaHHOro, CTPEMUTETIBHOTO 1M OIIACHOTO.



He Toro, KoTOpbIit HEPBHO BBITYCKa€T KOI'TH, a TOTO, KO-
TOPBIiL 3aCTbLI, HOJEPIUBas KOHYMKOM XBOCTA, BBDKUAA
YIOOHBI MOMEHT, YTOOBI C/Ie/laTh BCETO OJJHO [IBYDKEHIIE
U BIIUTBCA XePTBE B TOPJIO.

Codu maxke He IpeACTABIANA, KTO MOXET JIep>KaTb
3To Kade 1 4TO OH Takoro ckasan lagecy. Ho ToT AiBHO He
cobmparcA eif HI4ero pacCKasblBaTh, a KOITA IPMHECIN
Jaii ¥ Kode, TONbKO MPUIOTHAT OFHY OPOBb:

— TbI He B3AnMa NMpoOXKHOE?

— He xotena, — Codu omycTiia rojoBy 1 He cTajna
IPU3HABATDCA, YTO IOCTECHANTACD.

— Tebe crout noects. Ho ecm He Xouem, A He Ha-
CTauBalw.

— S mobmro cmankoe.

Tapmec kuBHYN, Kak 6ynTo 1 Tak aTo 3Han Kak 6yp-
TO MoTOMY M ynuBuiaca. Ho B crnemyromuit MOMEHT yke
cripocur, kak Codu xade, ¥ BHOBb 3aBs3a/1ach Helpu-
HyX/leHHas Oecefa. CJIOBHO KOTTMUCTas TbMa, FOTOBas
K 000pOHe 1 HallaJIeHNIo, 1CYe3/Ia, yOpaaach Ha JTHO ero
YEpHBIX I71a3.

Onn nosaBumuCk, korga Codu gonmBana BTOPYIO Jalll-
Ky ©XKeBMYHOTo 4asfd, a Kode [ajjeca mouTy 3aKOHUMIICH.
OCTaHOBMINCH OKOJIO MX CTONNKA, CO CTOPOHBI IIPOXO-
7la, My>K4JHa U )KEHIIMHA, 062 BHICOKIE, TEMHOBOJIOCHIE,
B nasbTo. Illefo He3HAKOMKM yKpaiaa 60/bIION YIOTHBIN
map, )KeHIIMHA Ka3anach CIOKOIHee CBOEro CITyTHUKA.

Bo3sM0>XHO, My>K4MHa BBITTIAIEN YTPOXKAIOLIMM, OTO-
MYy 4YTO eTo IepBbIMIU C/I0BaMy, oOpalieHHbIMH K [ajecy,
ObUIN:

— BeccmepTHbIil YOMIOAOK.

— W s papg Tebst BUAeTh, — CHOKOHO OTBeTuNI [a-
mec. — Pap, uyTo Koe-4TO HMKOIZIAa He MeHsAeTcA. Hanpu-
Mep, TBOSI BEXK/INBOCTb.

— TbI MOT COOOIIUTD MHE O TOM, YTO IIPOVCXOJMNT.

— Tb1 He ocTaBuI HOMep TenedoHa, KOTfA CMEHMIT
€r0 B IIOC/IEHNI pas.




@

HesHakoMer sIBHO XOTe/l CKa3aTb YTO-TO ellie, CYAs
II0 €r0 BBIPKEHNIO JIMIA, TaKOoe JKe pe3Koe, HO XKeH-
IMHA MATKO KOCHY/IACh €T0 PYKMU, yCIIOKanuBasd. VI oroHb
TOTO Cpasy MOYTHX JI0 TICIOLINX YIJIe.

— Hawm Hazo noroBopurs.

Kak HM ctpanHo, [agec He cTam Bo3pakaTb M KVB-
HY/I. A IIOTOM IIOJHSJICS, TaKUM >Ke IUIABHBIM, HEYIIO-
BUMBIM [IBIDKEHMEM — KaK JBUTAIOTCS TEHY, KOI7Aa
3aMeyaellb MX KpaeM Iyasza. HesHakomel ycTaBmMiCS
Ha Co¢u, 1 oHa Jjake B IOMyMpaKe YBUJEIa, YTO €ro
KOXKa CMYIJIOTO, IIOYTV HEOOBIKHOBEHHOTO 30/I0TUCTOTO
OTTEHKa, a BO BCEM JIMIIe €CTb YTO-TO APOCTHOE U... He-
3JIelITHee.

— A KTO TBOA O4apoBarenbHasA cyTHuIa? Iloxoxe,
TBI CaM 3a0bUI O BeK/IMBOCTY U He IPefCTaBUII HaC.

— Codmu. Cer.

Codu He yneprKanach U B YAVB/ICHUN BCKUHYIA O6po-
Bu. OHa 3HaJIa eTUNETCKYI0 MUQOIOTUIO ¥ OTMETHIA, YTO
HEe3HAKOMIYy YAMBUTEIbHO HMOAXOAMT MMs 6ora xaoca,
Aapoctu u paspyuenuit. Ho onu ¢ Iagecom 4ro, cnenu-
aJIBHO JIPYT [pyra HALUIM 110 MMeHaM?

— 3970 ero xeHa, Hed.

He o6mbsacuas Huuero 6onbie, fagec kuBHyn Certy,
u o6a BbiN Ha ynuiy. CkBosb okHo Codu Morna Bu-
methb, Kak CeT MOCTan U3 KapMaHa IIAuyKy CUTaperT, 3a-
KypWI M Hadaj 4TO-TO C )KapOM IOBOPUTD, IoKa [agec
CTOSII, CYHYB PYKU B KapMaHBI, U 3a/[yM4/BO CMOTpe/
Ha JIOPOTY U NPOe3)KAIoIlyie MIMO MaIlVHBI.

— Y MasbuuKOB CBOM 3a0OTHI

Hed ycemacy manmporus Codu, Ha Mmecto lapeca,
U IIOJIMUTHYJIA, YeM Cpasy e pacronoxmia kK cebe. Ona
He CTajla CHUMAaTh CBOJl OTPOMHBIN HIapd, 3arisHyIa
B yalky [ageca u cMopimia Hoc:

— Kak oH nber 3Ty ragocTn?

— Moxert, yaw? — pacrepsinacb Codu.

He¢ mokauasna ronoBoii.



— IIpoctn, 9To ucnoptunu Bame csupanue. Ho ec-
mu CeT peuns, 4TO HaJjo BCTPETUTHCS, CHOPUTb C HUM
6eCII01e3HO.

— OH BBIITIANT. .. TPO3HO.

— O, ThI ellle He BUJIE/Ia €0 B THEBE.

M Codu mokasanocs, yto B ronoce Hed mpossyua-
JI0 YTO-TO Me4YTaTe/IbHOe, Kak OyATO OHa BOCXMINA/IACh
3TUM cocTossHueM Myxa. OHa ellle IPOJO/DKIIIA TOBO-
PUTD O YeM-TO He3HAUNTENTbHOM, Bpojie Kade 1 das, pac-
CKasblBas, YTO CaMblil JIy4IINii — 3TO YEPHBIN, TAKOM
TOPSTYMIL, YTO MOXKET 00XKedb IyObl.

A TIOTOM BHE€3aIlHO HaXMYPUJIacCh:

— Tbl MHe HamlOMMHaellb KOe-KOT0, HO... S HUYEro
He 4yBCTBYIO.

Ona He ycrena Ipofo/DKUTh MBICTIb, JaXKe eClu coou-
panach, — BXOfIHAasA [IBePb X/IOMHY/A, U BCKOPE PALOM CO
cronioM cHoBa nosBunuch lagec n Cet. Ilocnennnit gep-
KaJI B OIYIIeHHOI pyKe TenedoH, n Codu 1mokasanoch,
YTO €ro JINILO CTajao OneqHee, 4eM ObIIO.

— AMOH IIpoIajl, — HETPOMKO CKa3ajl OH.

Bpsag nu ato 6p110 HacTosmee umsA, Ho Hed saBHO
MOHAJIA, O KOM Peyb, IOTOMY YTO €€ I71a3a OKPYIIMINCE:

— Hapgo oTbsIickaThb.

CeT KMBHYT 1, X0TsA obpamancsa K [agecy, cMorpen
B 9TOT MOMeHT Ha Codu:

— OrTBe3u ee JOMOIL.

— C "amu 6e3omnachee.

— Eit-Tto uero 6oarbca? ...

BuesanHo CeT ocekcsa. BHMMaTenbHO MOCMOTpeN Ha
Codu, oT 4ero eit cTao cOBCeM HEYIOTHO. A IOTOM OIlIa-
pallleHHO IPOUIeNnTan YTo-TO Ha sA3bIKe, kKoToporo Co-
¢u He 3Ha/MIa — HO MOIVIA IOCIIOPUTD, YTO 3TO Pyrareyb-
CTBa.

— Co¢u, — obparunca x Heit Tagec, — Ham jpyr
IpoIaj, X eMy Hy>XHa nomolb. [Ipsamo ceitdac. Tol Mo-
KeIlIb [oexarhb ¢ HaMu. Vmu 51 oTBe3y Tebst OMOIL.




OHa He MoOITIa NOHATDH CIIOKOJHOE€ BbIpa>KeHUE €ro
ymia, Kak 6yaro lajiec TIIATENIbBHO CKPBUI, Y€ro Xo4er
cam, u npegoctasui Boi6op Codu. PoBHas ob6cuamaHo-
BasA IIOBEPXHOCTb 3MOLMIA.

Ho xorpa Tagec nmpotsanyn pyky, Codu yxe 3Hana,
470 OTBeTUT. He coMHeBanach, YTO CErofiHA — BO3MOX-
HO, BIIEPBBIE B KM3HU — CTOUT CIIYCTUTH C ITOBOJKA Ty
HeOoOY3IaHHYIO U XXXAYIIYIO 4acTb cebsl, KOTopas Tak
He HpaBM/IaChb MaTepI.

Marnenbkas magonika Codu jeria Ha Terible MabIibl
lapgeca.

— S ¢ Bamm.



Bnazoyxatousue po3vL 6 e2o pykax.

L]semywsas cmepmo HA KOHHUKAX ee NAJbles.

Ilepcegpora cudum 6 kosaroii becedke 1 NPoBOOUM pyxa-
MU 10 X0700HOMY Memany 3asumxos. beceoky ona mobum,
a eom ioamv — HeHasuoum. V ecnywusaemcst 8 pasme-
pennviii nneck Cmukca y cmynerex. Ho sdem 0pyzoeo 36yxa.

Edsa cnviuiHbix 1iaz08 CK603b MyMaH U MOPOCb, NO
8vl2IadNeHHO, OY0Mo cmeKio, uepHOil eanvKe Ha bepeey.
Ilepcegpona noxudaem becedky u nooxXooum K cryneHam,
4mo6bL 6Cmpemums Myxa.

Auod udem memHvIM 0071AKOM, C2YCMKOM XO/I00HOU
apocmu. OH He cKkpviéaem amouuil doma u mem 6onee
PAOOM € HceHOT.

— Ymo cnyuunoce? — cnpawiusaem oua.

Ocmanosusuiucy y cmynerex, Aud nooHumaem 207o-
8y. Eeo enaza memnuvl, kax 6e30Ha mexndy yoapamu ueno-
8eueck020 cepoua, Ha NiuLe CNOKOUHAS APOCMb, KOMOPAs
obeujaem épazam 6ce MO Y200HO, KPOME MUNOCEPOUS.

— JTroou, — kopomko 6pocaem oH. — AMOH onsmo
€ HUMU 4MO-10 He NOOeIUL.

Ilepcegpona ¢ mpydom coepricusaemcs, umobvl He 3a-
kamumy 2na3a. AMoH 6cez0a Obln U ocmaemcs Masb-
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uuKoil, dapom umo mosxe beccmepmmoe 6oxecmeo. Ho
UH020a 00 CuX Nop He NoHUMAem MUpa noei.

Bonvue scezo Ilepcepone xouemcs, umobovr Auo eep-
HYZICS K Hell, NUJL eiesUdHblll Yail, 3a6apeHHvlil Ha 800e
us Cmuxca.

VI onHa 3naem, umo, ecnu NONPOCUM, MyH# NOOUUHUMCS
ee swenanusm. Ho ewje 3Haem, umo cam oH xouem uHozo.

ITosmomy Ilepcegpora zosopum:

— Ilomoeu emy.

Yxe ceB B MaummHy lageca, Codu 3anosgano 3agyma-
Jlach, He COBepIIaeT /I OHAa OUIMOKY. B KOHIle KOHIIOB,
oHa 3Hana [ageca exBa nmu meHsp, a Cera ¢ Hed Bupena
BIIEpPBbIE B JKM3HU. B ronose cpasy BCIUIBIIM BCe pas-
TOBOPBI MaTepy O TOM, YTO He CTOUT JIOBepATb He3Ha-
KOMIJaM.

Ho BeuepHMe ropojcKiie OTHM TEIJIO CBETV/IN 33 OKHA-
MU MaIlMHBI, @ 9K30TUYECKIIT BOCTOYHBI mapdiom Hed
YOUBUTENbHO BIUIETA/ICA B TEpPIIKOBATBIN 3allaX Ca/IoHA.
U Codu He 4yBCTBOBasA, YTO YTO-TO HEIPABUIBHO.

OHa ycenach Ha 3afHee CUfieHbe, PAJOM YCTPOUIACh
Hed, Tyt e pasmoras cBoii mapd, u Codu ¢ ygusie-
HJEM 3aMeTWIa, YTO IOJ IaJIbTO Y Hee YTO-TO O71ecTs-
mee. CeT ycencst psapom ¢ [agecom, HO TOT He CHelNI
3aBOJVTDH MAIVHY.

— Korpa on ncues?

Codn omacanach cama 3ajaBaTh BOIPOCHI, HO, CIIy-
mas 4yxue, ObIIa TOTOBA BIMUTHIBATh MHPOPMALMKIO.
W ceituac BMecTe ¢ Iagecom oxxmumana orBeTa Certa.

Tor nmoxan miedamn:

— 1 He mory 1o Hero fo3BoHMTbCA. Ilocnegnume 4a-
ca Tpu.

— 910 AMoH. OH Mor BooO11e TenedOH MOTePATD.

— Mor. Ho 4To-TO He Tak. f mpocTo... 3Hatw.

3Byuaso, Ha B3rag Codu, AMKO, HO, K ee YAUB/ICHUIO,
Tagec KMBHYI ¥ HAKOHEI-TO 3aBe/l MAIIVHY.



— 4 B Kypce, T/ie OH OCTaHOBWJICA.

B ator moment Codu moHsma, 4TO Aaxke He Hpef-
CTaB/IsieT, KyAa oHyu nmoenyT. OHa ¢ OmacKoy KOCUaach 3a
OKHO, I7Ie pacIBeTasI OTHAMY ¥ HeOHOM JIOHZIOH, HO ITOKa
4TO y3HaBama paiioHbl. OHM Kak pa3 OCTaBWIU HO3a1U
TOPOJICKOII IIeHTp, Korfa CeT HErPOMKO CKasar:

— [Hymaemb, Bce 110X0?

Coc¢u 3sameTIa HEPBHBIIT, KaK eJf II0Ka3a/10Ch, B3ITIAN
Hed, Ho Taec ocTaBascs CIOKOEH 1 CMOTpe/I Ha JOPOTY.

— YBupuM, — KOPOTKO OTBeTW1I OH. — Ecmm 6b
AMOH 6BIT MepPTB, ThI OBl IIOYYBCTBOBAI?

— He 3nar. BosmoxxHO0. X0TS COMHEBAIOCh.

ITo cimre Codum HeBonMbHO Mpobexkan xonofgok. OHa
IOAIyMasIa, YTO, BO3MOXKHO, 60SATHCS ITUM BEYEPOM CTO-
/IO, HO OTHIOZb HE TeX, KTO eXasl C Hell B MallyHe.

Ho manpuie Cet ckasan to, yto Codu yxe coBep-
IIEHHO He TIOHsAA.

— TbI 3Haemp Moy MeTofbl. Tl — CMepTh, HO 51 —
OTOHb.

— Tbr — xaoc u 6yps. Ho 51 He X0uy 3a T06011 yOupaTs.

Cer npo6opMoTan 4to-To B 0TBeT, HO Codu He pac-
C/IBIIIAIA YTO, A ¥ He ObUIa yBepeHa, YTO AeiiCTBUTEIIb-
HO X0ueT 3HaTh. [Ipoucxopdmiee ka3anoch e Bce 6oree
CTpaHHBIM. BOo3MOXHO, Bce Kyza Ipolie 1 po3anyHee,
a OHa IIPOCTO He NOHMMAeT IIOJIOBMHBI CKa3aHHOTO —
MOXET, 3TO (P WIN pedb UAET O KaKO-TO Urpe.

Xora B rrybune gymm Codu oco3HaBala, 4TO 3TO
He TaK.

Ha ynuie Havan HakpambIBaTh JOX[b, OCefas Ha
OKHAxX MAIIVHBI, IpeBpallas HOYHble OTHM B CBETOBBIE
ISITHA, @ JPYTye aBTOMOOM/IN — B Pa3MbIThIe CHTYITHI.
Mup kasancst TeM >Xe caMbIM, HO OYATO NpuoOpen He-
BHATHYIO TPEBOXKHOCTDb, KOTOPYIO OHa oljymana. [op-
YMHKY Ha KOHYMKe sA3bIKa. 37| Ha IO/ yILIeYKaX [a/IblLeB.

ITo xpaitHeit Mepe ce6e-to Codu MorIa NpU3HATHCA,
YTO €M1 IONPOCTY CTPAIIHO.
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OHa He 3Haa paiioH, B KOTOPOM OKa3a/jach MallllfHa,
OCTAHOBMBUINCH HAIIPOTUB 3/IaHUA C IIMPOKUM KPbLIb-
IIOM ¥ KaKVM-TO NaOCHBIM HEYMTAaeMbIM Ha3BaHMEM,
HaIMCaHHBIM Kaurpadudecknm mpudrom. OTens.

Bce BpinM Mom4da, HO Iafec He Toponmicsa 4TO-TO
Ie/naTh, a JOCTajJ CUTapeThl ¥ MefleHHo 3aKypui. Cet
K HeMy IIPUCOEAVMHIICS, MPa4YHbliil 1 Momyanusbiil. Hed
CTOsI/Ia PSIIOM, IIPOCTO KYTasiCh B CBOI OTPOMHBII 11apd.

Codu Bupena, yro u Hed, n Cer cmotpsar Ha [ageca.
Kak 6yaTo >xgyT ero orMamku, a oH... Codu kasanoch,
TOT K YeMY-TO NIpUCIyIIBaeTcsA. YyTh HaXMypuB OpOBY,
st mepeqn coboit, HO CIOBHO Hu4Yero He Bups. Ilo-
IOOHBI OTCTPAaHEHHBIIT B3I/ HOSB/ISAICSA ¥ HETO U Ha
CIIeHe, HO ceifyac ObIIO MHave, CTIOBHO [ajiec 3armaapiBan
He BHYTPb ce0s, a CMOTpe/ BOKPYT.

OH 3aTyWwuI cUrapery, paccessHHO yOpan OKYpoOK
U TIPOBET IO BOJIOCaM, CTPAXMBAs C HUX MeJIKMe KaIlln
oceBlIeil Braru. VI B aToM kecTe OBUIO YTO-TO HOYTHU
Ma/IbYMILIEeCKOe, YTO-TO OUYEHb... IPOCTOE.

Ha Tolt cTOpOHE BIa)KHOV JOPOTY, Y OTeNA, MIOKa3a-
nach cobaka. Copu Mopruya, Ho 60bIION JOOepMaH
CO CTyIIeHeK He ucdes. Ilec cIIOKOiTHO CTOAN 1 cMOTpen
Ha HUX.

— OH BHYTpH, — ckasan lagec. — Ilomwm.

Ou xuHyn 6bIcTpbIi B3rIAR Ha Codu, HO He MOIPO-
CIJI OCTaThCA, U OHA 6bUIa pafa. OaMHOKasA MallyHa IOf,
HAaKpaIBIBAIOIIMM JIOXK/IeM Ka3alach ceifdac 6ojee 3710-
Bellell, 4eM OCBEIeHHbIN OTe/Nb.

Cobaka oToLlTa B CTOPOHY, KOTZla OHY IIPUOIN3K-
mch, Ho Codu ¢ yauBIeHMEM yBUJeNa, KaK IIPOXOM-
it Mumo Tazec motpenan gobepmana no romose. [lec
BBICYHYJI A3BIK U 3aBWIAI XBOCTOM. Ho BHYTph oTens
He MOIleL.

— Tobr 3Haemp cobaky? — He ymepxanacb Codu,
IIOPaBHABLINCDH C [aflecoM, IOKa OHM IIPOXOAUIN Yepe3
KpyTAIINeCs TBEpPU.



— IJTO MOIJI Iec.

— Yro oH 37ech fenmaeT?

Tayrec mocMoTpern Ha Hee, HO Terepb Codu HEBOIBHO
3a7po’kaja: B 3TOM Ma3HYyBILIEM II0 Hell B3ITIAflE YXKe He
6p110 HMYero Mapunineckoro. Kak 6ynro Codu mosima-
Jla oTpaKeHue 6e3[HbI B 3epKasle.

— Bonpoce norom, — ckasan Iagec. — Tbl nmomta
1o 106poii Boyte. V elje MOXeIIb BEPHYThCSA B MAIIVHY.

Codu ynpsimo cxama ry6el u 6onbliie HUYETO He
cripammBaia. BoT y HeT, OHa He BBICTaBUT ce0s JeB-
JOHKOII ¢ HeyeMHBIM nmio6onbiTcTBoM! OHa MOXeT fep-
XKaTb cebd B pyKax He XyxKe, 4eM 9T ymonn!

Hed nopomma kx cTOViKe perucTpanuy 4To-To yTod-
HUTD, a CeT mpommuIIen:

— YT0 TBI yHymMan?

lapgec mocmotpen Ha Hero Tem xe B3raAgoM. Ho Cer,
B ormune ot Codu, MomyaTh He cobmpancs:

— 4 4y, KaKk Tl BBIYCKaellb CUIy. XO4Yellb TYT
Bce pazHectu? Tam 4To-TO ecTb? HaM ObI TOXXe HEIIoxo
3HaTb, YTO YBUJIEN TBOJ 1ec! 3HaTh, K Y€MY TOTOBUThHCH.

— Bce cniokoriHo. Ho 51 He X04y pucKoBars.

Kasamocp, CeT 4yTb He 3a[JOXHY/ICA OT BO3MYIIEHNS,
nokocuicsa Ha Codu, a MOTOM CIPOCHIL:

— OTO €10 Thl He XOYellb PUCKOBATh? A HAMM MOXKHO,
He Npefynpex/jas, C Y4eM CTONKHeMCA?

— Hwuuero BaM He TpO3UT.

YT0-TO 6BIIO B €0 TO/IOCE, PABHOJLYLUIHOM U XOJOJ-
HoM... Codu mogymasa, 4TO MM HUYETO He I'PO3NUT He
IIOTOMY, YTO OIIACHOCTY HET, a IIOTOMY, 4TO €€ CeprKarT.

Korpa oHu ByeTBepOoM OKas3amuch B KaOuHKe nud-
Ta, Hecymieiica HaBepX, Codu HaKOHeIN-TO IOH:AMA
IpUYNHY 9TOro omymenus. Eit kak 6ynro 6b110 Tec-
HO, CIOBHO He XBaTaso Bo3fyxa. OHa IPUCIOHUIACH
CIVHOM K 3€pKa/JbHON IIOBEPXHOCTYU 33[HENl CTEHKMU
1 KpaeM TImasa 3aMetmna, yro Cer n Hed cpemamn To
JKe camoe.




Qz/

A mepep coMKHYTBIMU fiBepLiamu cTosit [azec, u ero
HeBUAMMAs CMJIa C/IOBHO Pa3MasblBajia OCTAIbHBIX IO
3epKajlaM, TOHKVIM CJIOeM II0 BHYTPEeHHell II0BEPXHOCTI
m¢ra. Codu He Bujena, 4TOObI YTO-TO M3MEHNUIOCH, HO
OlIyIaja 3TO B CAMOM BO3JyXe.

Korpma lajec BbIlIen M3 paclmaxHyBIIerocsa MUQTa,
€ro IIary, CKpajblBaeMble IMYIIVCTBIM a/IbIM KOBPOM, He
ObIIM IIaraMy XUIHKUKA. DTO ObUIa IIaBHAA IMOXOAKA
camoit cMepTi. BeciymHasi, BKpajunBas 1 yOuicTBeH-
HadA. Ero marm — nociegHmit meect, KOTOPBII ThI YC/IbI-
MINIID B XU3HIL.

Hudero He mameHunocs B obmuke lageca. OH mpo-
cro uiern Briepen, a Codu cTapamach iep>kaTbCst HOOMIKe
Kk Cery u Hed. Ho Tagec maran Heymomumo, u Codnu
He COMHEeBAJ/Iach: eC/iy Obl KTO-TO MOMAJICS VIM Ha IYTH,
KOCTY HECYaCTHOT'O MOITIN IIPeBPATUTHCA B IIBUIb OT OfI-
HOTO B3IVISAZIA.

Tapiec TONKHYN ABEpb HOMEpPA, HO OHA OKa3ajaach 3a-
nepra. OH Jjake He OCTAHOBWICH, IIPOCTO CJe/al eBa
YIOBMMOE ABVDKEHME PYKOM, ¥ 3aMOK BMECTE C Py4YKOIl
[IPaXOM OCBIIIAJICSI Ha KOBEP.

Codmn oitknyna. V mpexxzie yeM IPOLIMBITHYTb B HO-
Mep 3a OCTa/JbHBIMMY, IPUITAAENAch K IIBUIM Ha KOBpe
Y HEBOJIBHO IIPOBeJIa IajIbLiaM 110 JBEPY — B TOM Me-
CTe, TZie Tellepb OCTanach aKKypaTHas JbIpa.

Hed yxe 3axrma cer, CeT BIOIronoca pyracs,
Ho Tagec momyan, n aro nyramo Codu 6onblie Bcero
OCTaJIBHOTO — JI0 TOTO MOMEHTA, [I0Ka OHa He YBUJeNa,
9TO IMOCPEY KOMHATHI Ha KOBPE JIEKUT IOHOIIIA.

OH Kasascs coBceM I0HBIM. bocoil, B OTHUX IHKMHCAX,
pybairka HeOpe)XXHO Ba/lsach B Kpecae — Kak OyATo
OH cOOMPpaJICsl B AYLI VIV TE€PEOfieBaICs, HO YTO-TO €ro
orsrekno. Ha ¢oHe rpsisHO-ceporo koBpa IOHOIIA BbI-
IIA7ET 0COOEHHO OIeMHBIM.

— On xuB? — cnpocwia Hed Herpomko, ee ronoc
IpOXKaIl.



Ho Tagec He Toponuics nposepATb. OH ornApencs,
u, Codu 6bIIa rOTOBA MOK/IACTDCSA, TEHN B YIJIaX 3allle-
Bemch. CeT y>Ke OIyCTUICS BO3JIe IOHOLIY Ha KOJIeHM,
KacasAch ero KOHYMKAMM IIajblieB, YTO-TO ILeI4a, XOTA
Codu He Morna pazobpaTb HM CIOBa.

BckunyB ronoy, CeT HOCMOTpeT Ha Bce ellle HefIBU-
>kumoro lageca:

— Ilomoru emy!

He orBeyas, TOT To)ke ONYCTWICA HA KOJIEHM IIepef
IOHOIIIEYI, KOTOPBIN, BUAUMO, ¥ Ob1 AMOHOM. Temepb
OHU CcuUfeu 10 06e CTOpOoHBI OT Hero, 1 Codu xoporro
BUJENA, YTO IIPONCXONUT.

Tagec mpocTo 3amycTu/I pyKy B IPySHYIO KIeTKy AMo-
Ha. Kak 6ynro He O6b110 KOXXM u pebep, a pyka laeca —
Bcero jmuib Tymas, wunosus. Ho Codpu ordyernmso
BUJENA, KaK Ja[JOHb IOIPy3WIach BHYTPb... B IOTHOI
THUIIVHE, TYCTON, 3aCThIBIIE) B Ma/JeHbKOM T'OCTVHNY-
HOM HOMepe.

— IlosoBu ero, — rmyxo ckasan lagec, 1 B €ro rojuo-
ce IIe/IeCTesl Iele/l CTOPEBUINX TOPOJOB U CKpeXKeTann
OCKOJIKM KOCTEI.

Codu He cpasy HoH:Ma, 4TO OOpallaeTcs OH BOBCE
He k Cery, a k Hed, cTosBeit mosaau.

WM oHa nossaina.

Codu He 6b1a yBepeHa, yto Hed ckasama «AMOH»,
HO He COMHEBAJIach, YTO HalleBHble COYETaHNA 3BYKOB
uMeHHO 3Banmy. OTKy/ja-ToO ¢ U3HAHKM, 13 IPOCTPAHCTBA
IOJ;, IOBEPXHOCTBIO MIUpa.

AMOH 3aKauuisica. V cen Ha oy B TOT MOMEHT, KaK
Tapec ybpan pyky.

— Kakoro xpena? — ObUIu ero nepBble ClIOBa. —
A gro, ymep?

— Het, — otBeTtnn Cer.

Ho Codu mokasanoch, B €ero oTBeTe 3BydYaT BOIIPO-
cutenbHble MHTOHAMNK. [la 1 mocmoTtpen Cet Ha [apeca,
OyZATO O>XKMAas MOATBEPXKACHMS, YTO U IPaB/ja HUKTO He
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ymep. Ho ToT ogHUM TeKy4uuM [iBV>KeHNEeM HOTHANCA Ha
HOTY 1 OTOILIe/I B YaCThb KOMHATBI, YTO ellle CKpbIBanach
B TeHsX. OOOKOTUICS Ha CTOJ, €ro IJIeYy MOHMKIIN,
y Codu BO3HUKIIO OILIyIeHMe. .. KaK B IUCTOIAJ], KOTfa
II0J], CU/IbHBIMM TIOPBIBaMI BeTpa /IMCTBA ONajJiaeT BHUS,
ycTunas semio. Tak 1 olfylrieHre CKOBBIBAIOILEl, Mellla-
IOIIlell ABINIaTh CMJIBI MCYe3asio, BIUTHIBAJIOCH B KOBEP,
CTeKas BCe HIVDKe U HIDKE.

Cert uro-To roBopun AMoHy, Hed Toxe omycTmnach
Ha 10N pAfgoM ¢ HuMM, HO Codu ObIma 3/1ech Iy>KOIL.
W ona moponuta K eAMHCTBEHHOMY, KOTO 3Hala B 3TON
KOMHaTe 4yTb JIy4Yllle, YeM OCTa/IbHbIX.

Codu yBaxkana yy»oe IMYHOe IIPOCTPAHCTBO 1 CUU-
Tajia, YTO He CTOUT TPOTaThb YeloBeKa, IT0Ka OH caM 3TO-
ro He paspennt. Ho ceifyac oHa fla)ke He 3aJyMasach,
KOCHYBIINCh KOHYMKAaMU IA/blieB OOTSAHYTON 4epHOI
py6amkoit cimebl [afeca.

OH omytumo B3zporHyi, a Codu mokasanoch, jaxe
CKBO3b TKaHb, YTO €r0 Te/I0 CANIIKOM Tropsdee. Boimpsa-
MUBIINCH, [afiec 06epHyIICs, HO Telephb ero B3IIAL ObLI
IIPOCTO CIIOKOJHBIM, @ He paBHOJYIIHBIM, B HEM He Ille-
CKajlach 6e3mHa.

— Croumo oTBe3Tu TebsI JOMOIT, — CKasa OH.

Codmn He ycrena OTBETUTD, IOTOMY YTO He OT/INYAB-
umiics TepreHneM CeT TYT e CIIPOCHIL:

— He xo4emb 06bACHUTD, 4TO 3T0 661107 OH yMuUpan?

Tapec xuBHYI:

— Yro-To Bpofe Toro. AMOHa OCTaBWIN YMMUpPATh,
Y OH He CMOT OBl BO3POAUTHCS, JO/DKEH OBbII MPOCTO
MCYe3HYTb. MBI IPUIIIN BOBpeMS.

— Yro aro 661102 Kakoit-To ai?

Tagec cmotpen Ha CeTa CIIOKOHO, He OITyCKas B3I/IA-
ma. VI HerpoMKoO cKasat:

— T mpocTO X04Yelb, YTOOBI 5 MOATBEPAWII TO, YTO
THI 3Haelb 1 6e3 MeHA? YOUTb 60ra MOXeT TONBKO JPy-
roit 6or.



Pasrosops! mpo 6oros nokasamch 661 Codu cymum
OpenoM, HO ellle OHa YYBCTBOBAJIA, KaK CTOAT ABIOOM
BOJIOCKM Ha KOXKe, OyATO HasnekTpusosanHele. Hed cu-
Iena Ha uBaHe, AMOH yCIIe/l HOHATDHCA C I0/IA M HaKu-
HYTb pybaIiky. 3acTernsas ee, OH CMYII[eHHO Y/IbIOHYICS
Codu:

— Hasepnoe, atu npuaypku Ttebs namyramm? He
6oiics.

Codu axnyna:

— OHU roBOPAT, THI 4YyTh He yMep! A 6eCIIOKOUIIbCA
060 MHe?

— Thr ke ofHA U3 HAC, — IIOXKA/ IIe4yaMu AMOH. —
A 6ecriokorCh 0 CBOMX.

Codu He noH:Ma Gpasbl, HO OT Hee He YKPBUIOCH, YTO
AmoH 6pocun 6bicTpblit B3rsay Ha Tageca. Tor mpomorn-
yai. Tonbko CeT BHOBb He yTepIien:

— JaBaitte y6epemcs otciopa. IIpocTo Ha BCAKMIA
cmyudaii. VI moroBopum raie-Huoysb B 6€30I1acHOM MecTe.

Bce cormacumuce, a cryckasch BHM3 B udTe, yKe
He >Ka/much K creHkam. IToka oun exanmu, Codu, TOIbKO
IOTOMY, YTO CTOS/Ia PSZIOM, YC/IbIIIana, Kak AMOH He-
rpoMKo ckasain [agecy:

— 4 Teb6s MOYYBCTBOBAI.

— Korpga met ¢ Hed Borrammnm tebst o6parHo? — la-
Ziec punofHs 6poBb. — He manu pacTBOpUTHCS U CHO-
Ba IIPUBA3A/IN K 3TOMY Tely?

— Hert. Korga Tb1 1men1. Mor XoTb HEMHOTO... IIO-
YMepUTD CUITY.

— 41 He 3Han, c Y4eM MBI CTONKHEMCH.

AMOH HEBOTIbHO MOEXWICH, a TOTOM B3IOXHY/I:

— Cnacubo.

— 9ro Cer nopHsn TpeBory, — orBetun lagec. —
MpbI noum 3a HUM.

— Ara, — HeoIlpeJlelleHHO OTK/IMKHY/ICSA AMOH.

Ha ymuue Co¢u ornapenacy B nomuckax gobepmana,
HO He YBIJeNa ero. A IOTOM IIeC CJIOBHO COTKAJICS U3 Te-
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Hell pAOM C MalIMHOI, Korfa o’y nopouum. Ho caguts-
Csl B TEIUIBIN CajloH HMKTO He CIeLNI fake HeCMOTps
Ha Mopoch. [afec cHOBa 3aKypus, iep>Ka B OJHOIN pyKe
CUTapeTy, a APYyroii ITTafis MeXAY YIIeil cobaKy.

Cer nosepHynca K AMOHY:

— Yto npomnsomno?

Tot kyTanca B nanvro, 1 Hed make otmana emy cBoit
mapd, HO Ka3anoch, OH BCe PABHO Mep3HeT.

— Hwuuem He cmory noMoub. — OH BMHOBATO pasBer
pykamu. — I Hu4ero He oMHIO.

— Coscem? — yrounmn Cer. — Kro aro 6bu1¢? Uto
IIPON3OLIIO?

Ho AMoH cHOBa nokadas ronoBoit, 1 CeT B3JOXHYII,
He CKpbIBas pa3soyapOBaHNsA U pasfpaKeHMs.

OcraBuuce 6e3 mapda, Hed crosna, o6xBatus ce-
051 pykaMm ¥ 3aJlyM4MBO IIPUKYCBIBasi HIDKHIOK TyOYy.
Hoxpp el He mien, B oTmuue oT lageca: Karmm npubu-
BaJIi €€ BEeMKOJIENIHble YepHble BOJIOCH, a Ha TeMHOI
KO)Ke Ka3a/lIlCh HEKPacUBONM MaCIIAHO IUIEHKO.

— 4 He nmoHmMMalo, moyeMy AMOH, — IPU3HAIach
oHa. — MpI Toxe B ropoge. Tbl, Tafec, 3Ha0, HEKOTO-
pble Ipyrue...

— OH 6611 otnH? — npennonoxun Cer.

— Bo Bcem Mupe cotan 60ros, — Bospasmna Hed. —
Ho cromno Amony npuexaTtb B JIOHJOH, 1 MMEHHO OH
MMEHHO 3Jlech cTas Lenbko. [louemy?

— Ciy4aitHOCTB?

— He Bepro s B HUX.

Ha xaxkoit-to momenT Codu morepsizia HUTb pasro-
Bopa. Eme criyckascp B madre, OHa OILIyTHIA TYIIYIO TO-
JIOBHYI0 0OJIb TIJle-TO B 3aThUIKe, U Ceifyac Ha KaKoe-TO
MTHOBEHME OHA CTaja COBCeM HeCTepIMMOIL, 3aCTIOHUB
co6011 1ake XOJIOf ¥ HEYIOTHBIV IIPOMOSIJIBIN JOX/Ib.

Ho B crmepgyrommit MOMEHT OHa yBUJela, KaK Ha Ma-
IIMHY HaBa/wIcs [agec, Kak OYATO IBITAJICA YAeP>KaTbCs
Ha HOTaXx, ¥ Cpa3y 1o3abb1a 0 COOCTBEHHOI Oomu:



— Tapgec? Yto ¢ Tob0I1?

OH IBBIPHY/I HEIOKYPEHHYIO CUTAPETY B JIYXY U II0-
BEPHYJICSI K OCTA/IbHBIM:

— Yro-to B IlomsemMHOM wHapcTBe. MeHA 30BYT.
41 momxeH OTBETUTD.

JlobepMaH y ero HOT 3aCKy/IWI, HO, KOTfla BCe YCaXKN-
Ba/IMICb B MalIMHY, YXKe cUes.

— A xak xe nec? — axuyna Coou.

— JHobepetcs cam, — otpesan [agec.

OH xoTeJ1 ceCcTb Ha BOAUTENbCKOE CHJIEHbE, HO 3aMep,
¥ TOJIBKO CXKMMAIOIAst IBEPIy pyKa ¢ IOOe/IeBIINMY KO-
CTSIIKAMM IIJIbLIEB BBIIABaJIa €T0 HAIpsIKEHUeE.

AMOH 3TO TYT >X€ 3aMeTWI:

— 3, Her, capguch Hasaz. Cer! 3a pynp. Hedprupa —
psanoMm ¢ CeToM.

OHM BTpoeM YCTPOMINCh Ha 3afHeM CHJEHbe,
u, k ypusnenuio Codu, [aec He Bo3pakan. OH cen Mex-
ny AmonoM n Codu, 1 Kakoe-TO BpeMs, ITI0OKa OHI eXa-
1, ee BHUMaHMe ObIJIO COCPEJOTOYEHO TOMbKO Ha CBOEII
Hore, KacaBlerics koneHa lafjeca. Copu HUKaK He MOITIa
pelnThb, YMECTHO /I 9TO VI/IM CTOUT IOTECHUTDHCA.

A norom Tagec cornysncs ot 60y, 1 OCTaNIbHOE CTANIO
HEeBa>KHBIM.

Codu He 3Haa, YTO JenaTh, HO AMOH yBEPEHHO IO-
TIOXWI pPyKy Ha cuuHy lageca.

— OIi, MBI CKOPO NIpUEJEM.

IToroMm BckMHYN rooBy U moutu npopuryan Cery:

— Tonn!

ToT r1AHYyN B 3epKano Ha AMOHa:

— OT0 HOpManbHO? YTO Tak MPOUCXOAUT?

— Koneuno, Her! 910 Kareropmdecku, abCOMOTHO
HEHOpPMAa/IbHO. VI emle 5TO 3HAUUT, YTO €My Hafio Kak
MOXXHO ObICTpee monacTb B [Togsemusiit Mup. [onn yxe!

Cod¢u nepecTana MOHMMATD, YTO IPONCXOANT, He 3HA-
J1a, KyZla OHM HeCyTCs CKBO3b HOUb ¥ pa3MbITbIe JOXK]eM
orau. OHa TO/NBKO BUJeNa OMCEPMHKM IOTA HA CKY/Iax
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Tapgeca, Korga TOT BBIIPAMMIICA, OTKUABIBAACh Ha CU-
nenbe. OH Momyasn, Ho Codu 3HaIa, 4YTO OH YYBCTBYET.
Omrymana cOOCTBEHHYIO TIIYXYI0, IY/IbCUPYIOLIYIO 60/Ib
B 3aTBIIKE.

Ouy mnpuexanum B OOBIYHBIN pajlOH Ha OKpauHe,
K CTaH[aPTHOMY MHOTIO3Ta>XHOMY [OMY. AMOH IIOMOT
Tajiecy BBIOpATbCS M3 MAIUVHBI Y PEIINTENIbHO ABUHYII-
cs Briepeni. Cet u Hedrupma cnegoanu 3a Humu. Hudero
MHOro He octaBanoch U Codu.

Omna noyemy-To fymana, 4To KBaptupa lageca fomxk-
Ha pacIoyiaraThCs €fjBa i He B MOJBasie, ObITh 3aBajIeH-
HOJM KaKMM-TO XJIaMOM ¥ He MMEeTb OKOH.

Bce okasanochk nouty Ha060poT. OHM TOFHSANUCD TTOf,
KpBbIITY, B KBapTUpe ObIJIO BCETO HECKONTBKO KOMHAT, HO
KaXKJas IpoCcTOpHas 1 yucras. B nepssiit MomeHT Codpu
HOlyMasa, YTO 9TO MOPSANOK >KVWININA, Ie PERKO Obl-
BAIOT, HO IIOTOM IIOHSI/IA, YTO OOBIYHAS aKKYpPaTHOCTb.
Ha ee B3riaj, He XBaTalo KaKMX-HUOYAb IIOCTEPOB Ha
CTeHax MM KapTHH.

Tonbko Ha crome Codum 3ameTnma MPOCTYI0 BBICO-
KYIO Ba3y, B KOTOPOl CTOsA/MN Cyxue LBeThl. [logemy-To
3TO yAMBMIO OOJIbIIE, YeM BCe OCTA/IbHOE: e Ka3anoch,
Tajiec He TOT YeNOBEK, KOTOPBIL OYyIeT HepaTh I[BETHI.
ITyctp paxe cyxue.

Tagec BHITPAMMIICA U OTCTPaHWICA OT AMOHA. Mornya,
HO IIOCMOTPEN TaK, YTO AMOH KMBHYJI, ABHO IIOHMMas,
Yero TOT XO4eT. A M3 KOMHATbI BBIHBIPHYN foOepMaH,
HeTepIIeNBO KPyTsCh nof Horamy, n Codu He cOMHeBa-
J1ach, 9TO Ta Xe camas cobaka, KOTopas OblIa Ha yuIie.

U To, 4TO Tec ABMICA U3HYTPU KBAPTUPBI, yOENIO
€e, 4TO MMPOUCXOAUT YTO-TO CTpaHHoe. bosnbire, yem [a-
Iec, B TOCTUHUYHOM HOMepe 3alyCKaIoIINii PYKY B IPyA-
HYIO KJIETKy AMOHa.

bonbire, yem cuAmmMn CUTYST ABEPY, BOSHUKIINI
npsamMo B Kopupope. Kyna, He 3agyMmbiBasch, marHyn la-
IeC, MTHOBEHHO MCYE3HYB.



Codu nopomuia K 3TOMy MeCTy U IpOBe/ia PyKoii 110
0005M: 00BIYHASA CTEHA, HUKAKOTO HaMeKa Ha JiBepb MIN
IpOXof,.

— Kypa oH pencsi? — crnpocuiia oHa, IOHMMAs, ITO
BOIIPOC 3BYYMT KpaliHe IJIyIIO.

— B Ilopgsemnblit Mup, — pe3kosaTo oTBeTun CeT. —
Tol eme He moHAMa? Hamm uMeHa — He IPOCTO MMe-
Ha. Anp cerdac rge-to TaM. OH MOXeT IONacTb TyHAa
TOJIbKO 4Yepe3 IBepb B cBoeM floMe. UecTHO roBops, He
3HAIO JleTaslell, caMa y Hero cripocuib. Ecin oH 3axoder
OTBETUTb.

Codu crplmrana, 4To Ha KyXHe yyKe BOBCIO TPeMNIT II0-
cyma — noxoxe, HedTuaa 6bIcTpo copreHTHpOBanach.
Cer nomen K >keHe, a AMOH psAlOM B3JOXHYII:

— Yaro?

— OH He CKOpO BepHeTCs?

— Ilonatua He umero. Kak pasbepercsa. Ho mbr Oy-
TeM TYT.

Codu nopymana, OHM KAYT BOo3BpaujeHus lapeca,
IOTOMY 4TO BCe IIPOOIeMbI MOTYT OBITh B3aXIMOCBSI3aHbI
VIV IOTOMY YTO IPEeAIIOYNTAIOT JIepXKaTbCs APYT Apyra?
He o3sByuuB cBoil BOIIpoC, OHa MO/I4a IIOCIEOBaja 33
AMOHOM Ha KYXHIO.

Ta okasanach 60/BIION U, CY/Isl IO BCEMY, HAIMYKaH-
HOJI KaKOJ-TO COBPEMEHHON TeXxHuKol. CeT Impeanoydern
cecTb M XMypo Habmrozatb 3a Hedrupoit, y>xe nmocra-
BUBIIEN YallHUK U 3aBapMBAOLIEI YTO-TO B €Ie OJHOM,
Ma/IeHbKOM ¥ CTEK/ISIHHOM. AMOH TOXKe He pacTepsics
U T0/Ie3 B OAMH U3 MKA(pUMUKOB, IIOTOM 3aI/ISHYNI BO
BTOpOIL:

— Jla Kyza oH meyeHbe crpsTan?

Codu mpucena Ha KpaelleK CTy/lIa U OIVIAENACh, HO
co6aky CHOBa He ObIIO BUJHO, XOTsI OHa TOYHO He IIpo-
XO[IU/Ia B CBETAIIYIOCA /IBEPD.

— 9to lepbep, — Herpomko ckazan CeT, HOHSB, KO-
rO OHa uileT. — BomlomeHnne B Mupe cMepTHbIX. Jlia
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Hero IpOCTPaHCTBO — HMYTO. HO OH U He CyIecTBO
3TOro Mmpa. VI 60nblIy0 4acTb BpeMeHU IPOBOANT
B IlogsemHOM HapcrTBe. EMy He Hy>KHa JIBEDb.

Codu cama He 3Haa, IOYEMY C TAKOJl TOTOBHOCTBIO
[OBepusIa B TO, YTO TOBOPW/IN ITY CTPAaHHbIe MTIOAN. XO-
TS... Tellepb BBIXOUT, OHM HE COBCEM JTIOfU?

Her, peummna Codu, cIuIIKOM NOXORUT Ha Opep.
Ho oHa ycmeer mopymaTb 06 9TOM IO03Xe, y cebs Jo-
Ma — eCy, KOHeYHO, Bo0epeTcsi TyAa cerofHs. Bpita-
mwyB TenedoH, Copy He 3aMeTHIa MPONYLIEHHBIX BbI-
30BOB OT MaTepy, HO BpeMs HEyMOJIVMO IOXOAW/IO
K mecatn. OOBIMHO B 3TOT MOMEHT OHA XOTs OBl OT3Ba-
HUBAIach, 4YTOOBI NpeAyHpeRnTh, UTO 3a/epKIBaeT-
ca. Ho ceitdac jake He 3HajIa, 4YTO TOBOPUTb — U CTO-
UT JINL.

— Bor omno!

AMOH HaKOHeII-TO HallleJ TO, YTO MCKAJI, ¥ BOLPY3UI
Ha CTOJI OBCSIHOE IIeYeHbe.

Cet BCKMHYN OpOBM:

— Tagec mobut a1y ApsHDb?

— HenaBuput, — AMOH ycesicsa Ha CTyJI, ITOJOTHYB
OfIHY Hory Iofi ce6s u B3s1 nevenbe. — Ho A oboxato,
Yl OH XPaHUT VX CIEIVAIbHO /I MEHA.

Hedruna paccraBua Ha CTOJIe YaIIKM C Y€M-TO IYCTO
maxHymmm, Tak 4to Codu ocMoTpena ¢ yAuBIeHNEM.

— OO6bryHbIi yail, — noxana miedamu Hed. — Ho
s mo6/mI0 J06aBUTh BCAKMX TPABOK... X0TA y lajjeca TyT
He pa3OeXMIIbCs.

— Tor m0607t KyXHEN HeOBONbHA, — MAaXHY/ PYKOI
Cet. — Ecnu oHa He TBOA.

Korzma oun ¢ Hedbrupoit cHsmm manbro, 0Kasamnoch,
4TO CaM OH OfieT B KJIacCU4ecKuil KoctioMm, a Hedp —
B IMHHOe GrecTsiee mwatbe. OuiyijeHne 6bUI0 TaKoe,
OyATO OHM YLIIM C KAaKOTO-TO Ba)KHOTO IpUeMa, YTOObI
otnoButh lafeca B Kade, rae oH cugen ¢ Copu. Urober
pacckasarb 00 1CYe3HOBeHNM AMOHa.



OH caMm y»e IpUHSAICA 3a BTOpoe nedeHbe, 1 Copu
He MOITIa He CIPOCUTh:

— ITouemy... mouemy Bam noHagobmcs fagec? Yro-
ObI OTBICKATb AMOHa?

Ot Codu He ykpbuics B3ran Hedruppl, 6polreHHbIN
Ha Cera, HO oTBe4aTh Hed mpegocraBuia emy:

— OH camblil OpraHM30BaHHBIN M3 Hac. V camblit
CUJIBHBIIL.

— Ilouyemy?

— Tak cnoxunock. OH cMepThb. A 60U CMepTU BCer-
ma mougHble. Y Taneca 1enblit COOCTBEHHDI MUp. A TyT
MBI He 3HalM, ¢ 4YeM CTONKHeMcA. HukTo Hukorma He
ybuBana 60roB, 3HaelIb JII.

— 41 eme XuB, — ¢ HAOUTBHIM PTOM 3asABUI AMOH.

Cer noxan njze4amu:

— Ho banbap MepTB. A THI... YK U3BUHMU, ThI IIOCTO-
SIHHO BO YTO-TO B/IMIIAEIlb.

— S 6pu1 MU M THX, MeXAy npounM. He npencras-
JII0, KOMY MOT He YTOIUTb.

— BosmMoxxHO, monasncs nop pyky, — orsetmn CeT. —
Ecmu KTo-TO BCepbe3 pemm B3ATbCs 32 OOrOB.

AMOH 3anuI IeYyeHbe 4aeM 1 nokasan CeTy A3bIK, HO
Codu 3anenmnach 3a Apyryto Mbicib. OHa Tpea pyku
0 YalIKy ¥, HAXMYPUBIINCD, CIIPOCHUIA:

— Tor ckasanm, HUKTO HMKOI[A He yOuBam GOToB...
HO JIO0 3TOTO, B OTe/le, TOBOPWI, YTO TOTBKO OOT MOXeT
ybutp 6ora.

— Teopetnueckn. YemoBeueckoe opyxue B M0O0M
ciy4ae 6ecCHIbHO, OHO MOXKET YOUTD TeJI0, HO TOT/Ia MBI
IPOCTO co37aeM cebe HOBOE.

— Taxoe xe?

— MbI KOHCEpBaTVBHBI.

AMOH ¢BIpKHYII, HO HM4ero He ckasai, a Codu cHoBa
crpocua:

— A 410 32 Tpo6nemMbl MOTyT OBITH B IlogseMHOM
mupe?




— Bpap nu ceppesnnle, — orBeTun Cer. — CKo-
pee Bcero, [afiec TaM HaBHO He MOABANCA, BOT YTO-TO
U IOLIO He TaK. Ho HaBpenuTh ero MUpy MepTBbIX elle
CTIOXHee, 4yeM TIboMy 6ory.

— Ileit gyay, — mocoBeTOBajIa He(bTI/ma.

Codn Tax u nmocrynmna. CMOTpsl Ha TeMHOe Hebo 3a
OKHOM M OIIyIIas Ha Ty0ax BKYC pPOMAIIKY U II0YEMY-TO
kopuubl. HecMOTpst Ha CTPaHHOCTD IPONCXOJAIIET0, OHA
IIOHSI/IA, YTO BEPUT BO BCE 3TO.

Yro-To TKHYNMOCH B HOory Codu, 1 OHa B3[pOTHYIIA.
Ho notom yBupena, 3To Bcero nuub gobepman: Llepbep
HIOJIOXKITI MOPAY et Ha Hory, 1 Codu paccessHHO IIpoBena
PYKOI1 Y IIca MeXAY YLIAMIU.

OHIM Bce OJHOBpEMEHHO MOBEPHYNINCH K KOPUOPY,
KOTOPBIII TpocMaTpuBacs ¢ Kyxan. Kpaem rmasa Copu
3aMeTmaa AMOHA: TO JIM TaK YIaja CBET Ha HEro, TO /N
Zies1o OBIIO B COCPEOTOYEHHOM BBIPYKEHNN JINIIA, HO OH
CTaJl Ka3aTbCsA CTaplle, TOPas3fio CTaplie, 4eM 10 3TOro.

Tamec mouTy BBIBAMWICA U3 CUAIOLIEN ABepu. Yman
Ha KOJIEHU, YIUPasACh PyKaMy B IIOJI U TsDKEIO AbIIIA.
BoIrisiien oH He CWJIBHO JIy4llle, YeM KOIZA TONBbKO OT-
npasuicsa B [logseMHbIil MUp, — Haxke HA0OOPOT.

IToxa laiec OTKAIIMBAICA Y IEPEBOANIT IYX, YTOODI
ogHAThCsA, CeT HEIPOMKO BbIPYyTancs, AMOH Ke CKa3a:

— 9TO0 0YeHb HEHOPMAJIbHO.

A HedTnpa noctaBmia Ha CTOJ ellje OAHY YalIKYy.

&



— Hem!

Ilepcepona cpvieaemcs HA KPUK, ee MOHKUE NANbUbL
Xeamaiom cmamysmxy u3 nonynpo3pauHozo0 4epHozo
cmekna u omnpaengiom 6 noznem 0o cmenvl. OckonKu
6pvI3ICY™M 80 BCE CIMOPOHDL.

— Yenoxoiics.

Tonoc Auda ompesensem, xon00um, npoxooum no Ko-
JHe cmpytikamu 1e05Hoil 600bL. Ilepcepora ocmanasnusa-
emcs, msxceso Oviuium, edéa He 3anymovléaemcs 6 woke
0NUHHO020 HepHo20 nuamvs. Pasmasvieaem no nuuyy cnesvl.

— A He X01y, — cnoOKoOliHee 20860pUM OHA U BCX/IUNDI-
saem.

— Yenoxoiica.

Ilepcepora cadumcs Ha nos, NPUCTIOHUBUAUCH CNUHOLL
K Kpacueoil 08epu ¢ 6blpe3aHHbIMU Y8emamu U NCamu.
3axpuvieaem Ha mMue pykamu nuy0, He CHONbKO CIbIUA,
CKOMIbKO ougywsas, kak psoom caoumcs Iadec. Eeo nneuo
6 pybauike xacaemcs ee 00HaxeHHo20. Eeo cuna xonooum
ee cobcmeenHy10.

— A ne xouy, — wenqem Ilepcedpona, 6 ee zonoce ckpe-
6ymcst wunot po3. — He xouy amoeo yuxna. Kaxowvii pas.
A npocmo xouy ocmamocs 30eco.
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Konuuku ezo nanvies npoxodsm no ee sonocam. Ilou-
Mu HeOUsymumo, Kax HouHoil eemep. V on porsem cnoso,
6y0mo Kanuwo momol:

— O0Ha#0vL.

— Obewaemv? — Ilepcepona 8ckudvisaem 20108y,
XOMS 3HAeM, MO YUK uiesl COMHU iem 00 31moeo u 6y-
dem uomu euje cmonvko xe. Comuu ee cmepmeti U 603-
pOxHcOeHul.

— a.

OHM BCe CMOTpeNM Ha Hero, OXujass 00bsACHEHMIL.
Cer HeTepIeIMBO MOCTYKNMBAJI IA/IbLIAMY 110 CTOIEIIHMN-
1ie, HO Jjaxke OH Mom4aj. ImoTHyB emie das, lagec nmopy-
MaJI, YTO HaKOHEI[-TO MO/IHOCTBIO OLIYIaeT cebs 30ech.
WM ckasam:

— Bo3Huk/M HeKOTOpbIE MPO6/IEMBI.

— Hexoropsie mpo6nembr?! — B3opBancsa AMoH. OH
TaXke BCKOYMJI C MeCTa U HayaJl HeTepIeaBO XOAUTD 110
KyXHe, 4YTO OBUIO He TaK-TO IPOCTO, YUYUTHIBAs ee He-
6onbuie pasmepsl. — Kro-To youBaet 60roB, a ThI BbI-
Ba/IMBAEIIbCs 3 COOCTBEHHOTO LIAPCTBA, KaK OYATO Tebs
nepe>xeBanu 1 BelmoHym! HekoTopble mpo6meMsr, ga?

— ITomomun, — mpepsan ero Cer. U gaxxe ObIBasIbIi
AMOH B3JpOTHY/I OT MHTOHALIMM €T0 TO/I0ca: 6e3)KM3HeH-
HOCTDb IIYCTBIHU, LIE/IeCT MJULI03MIT U BeTpoB. [lema Ha
BbDK)KEHHOM IIPOCTPAHCTBE.

Cert 6bU1 ApeBHUM 60XecTBOM. [IpeBHee AMoHa. [a-
Iec HMKOIZA He MHTePeCcoBasICs, ApeBHee IM er0 CaMoro,
[a 3TO U He uMesto 3HadeHus. Ho celfuac oH mouTy omy-
wan HeBuauMyto Oypro 3a cnmHoii Ceta. He sspocTHbIi
OT'OHb, KOTOPBII BCeX MCIENeNNT, a BUXPb 11eCKa, 3aCTH-
JIAIOLIVI COMHIE, 3a0MBAIOIIUIICS B JIETKHE.

MHuorpa rnasa CeTa oT/IMBanu KpacHbIM, BbIjaBasl €ro
He3JIeIHIOK CyIHOCTb. Kak 1 ceifdac, KOorfa oH BHMMA-
TeJIbHO cMOTpen Ha [afeca.

— ThI erfe He coBCceM 37ech, — ckasan Cet. — Ileit gaii.



9T0 6BUTO MOYTH NMPUKA30M, HO [ajjec mogumHmMICS.
Crenat elje I/IOTOK M IPUKPBIUT I71a3a, OLIYIas Ha A3bIKe
ropedb TPaB, CIAJOCTb MeJja ¥ TEPIKOCTD IIPOCTOI BOJDI,
He uMerollelt orHoueHus K CTUKCY.

OO6BIYHO TIEpPeXOfi MEeXAY MUPaMU He 3aHMMaJl MHOTO
BpeMeHU 1 ObIT mo4yTy HedaMeTeH. Ho mHorzma ctaHoBm-
JI0Ch croXKHee: afiec He 3HaJI, 3aBUCENIO 3TO OT IIPOVC-
xopsuero B ITo3eMHOM IIapCTBe MM OT HETO CaMoTo,
OT HACTPOEHNUs MM KOJIMYEeCTBA BBINYIIeHHbIX cut. Ho
HOpPOJi, BO3BPALIAsACh, OH IO-IIPEXXHEMY OILIyIIan cebs
Oonblile Mam, BUJET TOIBKO OOTOB CKBO3b TOHKYIO 4e-
JIOBEYECKYIO KOXY, YyBCTBOBAJI X CUJIBL, @ BMECTO CTEH
HONMyIpo3pavHo Kaybunocsk IlofzeMHOe 11apCTBO.

Tajiec 3HaJI, 4TO y €rMNETCKUX OOrOB eCTh CBOSA 3€M-
JIsI MEpPTBBIX, KoTOpoit ynpasisaer Ocupuc, 6par Cera.
Iy 6parbeB Bcerna ObUIN HalpsKeHHbIE OTHOLIEHNST —
HACTOJIBKO, YTO OHM He pasroBapuBanyu cronetvssmu. Ho
Taprecy xas3anoch, 4To U 6e3 BCAKUX Apyrux Mupos Cer
MHOT/A olyyIan cebs HeMHOro He 3gech. [Toaromy Cer
HOHVMAJL.

Korpa Tagec oTKpbIn 171a3a, TO HEPBBIM YBUIET B3ITISAL
IIMPOKO pacnaxHyThX a3 Copu. B Hux 6bU10 4TO-TO
TPEBOXKHOE, IIeYaIbHOE I, IJje-TO B ITTyOMHe, APOCTHOE.
Ho Tagec mocrapancs He gymarth ceirdac o Ilepcedone —
€C/Iu OHa JI0 CUX IIOp HIYEro He BCIIOMHIIA, 3HAYNUT, BCe
CTIOKHee, YeM OH lyMaJl.

— A Ttenepp roBopu, — ckazan CeT, OTKI/IbIBASCH
Ha CIMHKY CTyIa. — VI To/nbKO monpo6yit 4ro-Hubynp
yTauTb.

IIpoxops ckBO3b [Bepb, lagec MOr okasbIBaTbCs
B MI060M MeCTe CBOETO IIapCTBa, HO 3HAJ, YTO >KJAATh
ero O6ynyt y CTUrnitckux 60710T, Hefla/leko OT JTIF0OMMOIt
[Tepcedonoit 6ecenkm. V1 fmeiicTBUTEPHO, CTOMIO IIO-
ABUTDHCA, KaK OH YC/IBIIIAJ HEJOBOJIbHOE:

— Mor u no6sicTpee.
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XapoH CTOAJN, CKPeCTUB PYKU Ha TPYAM, KypUI Je-
IIeBble YeJIOBeYeCKMe CUrapeTsl 1 ¢bIpkaa B OOpOfYy.
OH Kasajicst My>XK4MHON CPeHMX JIeT M HOCU [>KMHCBI
" QYTOOJKY C AUKUM KMCTOTHBIM IIPYHTOM.

— He mor, — otpesan Iapgec.

Ha camoMm pienie y Hero BCerfa ocTaBanach BO3MOXK-
HOCTb HBIPHYTb B Iloj3eMHBII Mup u3 m000il TOUKK
IIPOCTPAHCTBA, HO 9TO HE OYEHb XOPOIIO CKa3bIBaI0Ch
Ha (U3MYECKOM Ye/l0OBEYeCKOM Tejle, a U PUCKOBATb
ceifyac, Korjia TBOPUTCs HEIIOHATHO 4TO, [azec He XoTer.

— Yro 3pech mpoucxoguT?! — CIpocus1 oH. — Tbl
3BaJI TaK, OYTO BCe PYXHYIIO.

— Moxert, 1o Tebe cocKy4mncs?

XapoH paBHOAYIIHO BbIfiep>Kasl jefAaHoN B3LAn la-
fleca — OfIHO M3 HEeMHOIMX >KUBBIX CYyILeCTB, KTO MOTL
CIIOKOJTHO pearnpoBaTh Ha 6ora cMeptu. V B3JOXHYL:

— Wpu, cam nocmotpu. Bon Tam.

XapoH HeolpeleIeHHO MaXHYJI PyKoil KyJa-To B CTO-
pony. faziec ¢ Tpymom cpepskancs, 4ToObI He BBICKa3aThb
BCe, YTO AyMaeT O MOA06HOI HeompeneneHHocTn. Ho
HaIlOMHUTBH XapOHY O €ro MeCTe OH ellle YCIIeeT, ceifdac
Tapeca 6onblire MHTEPECOBATIO, YTO CTPSCIOCD.

[TopsemHbIT MUp He OBUI Ha CaMOM Je/ie CIpSATaH
B Hexpax 3eM/n. OH CyIIecTBOBA/I B IHOM IIPOCTPAHCTBE,
HaIIOMJHAJI CKopee O0IOTUCTYI0 MECTHOCTD, pacuep4eH-
HYIO PyClIaMM peK. 3[iechb BCerfa Liapul MOoTyMpaK: HU3-
Koe He06O He MCKPUIOCH 3Be3JIaMMU, 3aTO BOKPYT SAPKUX
ToueK xBarajo. CBeTMINCh KOHUMKM TPaBbl y 3eMIIN,
Kpas NMUCTbEB Ha JEepPeBbAX, UCKPbI MHOITA MOABIIANNCH
B CaMOM BO3/IyXe OT Pe3KUX [IBVDKeHMI. MATKo MepLjanu
TE€MHBIE BOZIBI PEK, OTKY[Ja-TO CO JHA, IPMU3PAYHO U CIIO-
KOJIHO.

Mup depHOro, $MONETOBOrO ¥ IPU3PAYHO-MOIOY-
HOTO.

Mup, He MEHAKIIMUICA THICAYENIETUAMN U BCE-Ta-
KJ IOCTOSAHHO HAXOASIIMIACA B ABIDKEHUM, — TPABBHI,



TMCTBBI, BOMbI, MepeTeKaIMX APYT B Ipyra OTTEHKOB
6apxaTHOI TbMBI.

1o 661 Mup lageca — u IlepcedoHnsl, mycTh mOKa
OHa 00 5TOM He TIOMHWJIA.

STO MUP HOMHWICA IIENOTKAMMU U CKOIb3AIMMU CH-
nysTamu. JlpeBHMe BepUIN, YTO AYIIN 34eCh CTPafialoT,
Ho [ajiec myvmre MHOTMX 3HAJI, 4TO OHM 6e3 MpobIeM
MOTYT HPUHATD 60/Iee 0CA3aeMblil 0O/INK, eC/IU 3aXOTAT.

Huxoro us mpu6mmbKkeHHbIX BUAHO He OBUIO, TOTBKO
XapoH Ipojo/DKal MIaraTh 3a CMHON — lamec omyman
3aIlax ero JelIeBbIX CUTaper.

— Xotb 37ech He Kypu 9Ty ¢urH? — lajec He 1bI-
TaJICS CKPBITh pas3fpakeHus. — Vi xoTa 6bI Kynu, 4T0O
HOJTyYLIe.

— MHe HpaBurcA.

— S mor 6bl 1 IpUKa3arh.

— Torpa s 06¥KyCb, ¥ € KeM Tl OyfielIb UTb, KOTAa
3TOT 3acpaHel] AMOH B CIeAyIOLINIA pa3 KyJa-To 3aIpo-
HacTUTCA?

ITo mpaByto pyky nosiBuics HensMeHHbIi1 Llep6ep. Kak
1 XapoH, OH OB CYIECTBOM 3TOTO MMPA, CO3[AHHBIN
3]leCh, POIVBILUIICA 37leCh, IPUHAZ/IEKAINIT STON 3eMIe
u otuM nuctbsaM. Ho B ommune ot Xapona, Liepbep Hu-
KOT/}a 0000 He CTPeMIJICS B MUP JIIOfIelt M IIPeAIIOYNTAT
IPOBOIMUTD BpeMs 3/1eCh, HaJIEXKHO OXPaHsA IPAaHUIIbL.

B IlogseMHOM MMpe HMYTO HE€ CHEP>KMBANIO CUILY
Llepbepa, 1 OH NpeACTaBal B MCTMHHOM OONIMYbe: pa3-
MepOM C >KepeOeHKa, ¢ MUPOKOI IPYAbI0 U KPeIKNMU
JaTlaMy, MOKPBITBI KOPOTKOM 4YepHOM IepcThio. Bee
TPMU €TI0 TOIOBBI AEICTBUTEIPHO HAIIOMIHAIN fo6epMa-
HbJ: U3SAIIHbIE, BBITAHYTbIE, CMEPTOHOCHBIE.

Ero Teno mpencTaBiAno coboil HEYTO CpefHee Mex-
Iy TJIOTBIO ¥ TOCTOSIHHO KOJBIIYIIMMMUCA TeHsAMu. [a-
Ziec TIOJIOKIIT JIafioHb Ha XonKy llep6epy, omrymas, 4To
IIepPCTh TOTO BCTasa IBIOOM, a B TTyOMHe MOTyIpuspad-
HOI TPyJ¥ 3apOXXJAeTCs phIYaHueE.
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Acdopenu pacchlmaniuch Mof TSHKEIBIMI 60 TMHKaMU
Tapeca. Korza oH ocTaHOBMICA IIepef] TeM, 4TO U CTajIo
IIPMYMHON BBI30Ba, TO HEKOTOPOEe BpeMs Mom4ail. Ilorom
CKasa:

— Jlait 3aKypuTb.

XapoH TO/IbKO XMBIKHYN UM NPOTAHYN lamecy cBou
CUTapeThl.

— He cnpammsaii, kTo 310, — cKasan XapoH. — Ilo-
TOMY 4YTO ec/u 9T0 He m060BHKK Ced, KOTOPOro OHa TyT
IIOXOPOHMJIA, TO S IOHATHUA HE UMEIO.

Tamec Mom4ya Kypui 1 CTpAXMBAJI IelleT Ha YbU-TO BbI-
OeleHHbIe KOCTY — OIpefeNeHHO YenoBedeckue. CKBO3b
CABMHYTBIE B Ky4y pebpa Impo61Banoch HeCKONbKO O11efi-
HBIX acopernert.

YTpobHo psrua, Llepbep oborien ckenet, 0OHIOXMBasL.
[Tocmotpen Ha Tazeca, mepegaBas nHPOpPMALINIO: [1a, de-
TIOBEK.

— W ero 3abpocuu crofa y>xe ocje CMepTH, — CKa-
3an lagec. — JJaBHO ymepuiero desnoBeka. OTKomamy,
CMaxHy/IU TpsA3b C Yepema U 3amBbIpHYIN B IlopmzeMm-
HBII1 MUP.

XapoH XUXUKHYIL:

— JlromsaM Ha OPOT HOXJIBIX KOTUKOB MOAK/IAAbIBAIOT,
a Tebe BOT — CKeJIeTHK.

— Koruk tyT Bckount u nmobexxnut, — orpesan la-
mec. — Iro Mup MepTBbIX. Ho He... Takux. ¥ Hac HeT
OCTAaHKOB U IVIOTH. DTO HapylIaeT 6ajaHc.

Tapec BcmoMHWII, Kak ofHaX bl [lepcedona penmnia,
YTO B MUpe CAMIIKOM MHOTO HeCYacTHBIX KomeK. OHa
cTajna cobuparb ux 1 fiep>xatb B [logzemHoM 3amke. Kak
HY CTPaHHO, Ha 0ajJlaHC 9TO He MOBJIVJIO, IPOCTO XKU-
BOTHBIE XXWIN, @ TIOTOM 37I€Ch K€ I YMUPAJIA... YTOOBI
Ha C/IefyIoIuil IeHb CTaTh oxoXumu Ha Ilepbepa, co-
30aHNAMY TEMHOI IUVIOTHU, MpaKa U (PUONIETOBBIX VICKP.

— B 3amke cniokoitHo? — lafec nosepHycs K Xapo-
Hy. — B ropoge?



— Koneuno. Ho A cneumanbHO elje pas IpoBepu
nepes TBouM npuxonoM. Huxoro nocroponnero. Tonbko
ciofa, Ha 60/10Ta, Ha caMoJi 'paHMIIe, CMOI/IM IIPOOPaThCs
U TIOJJIOKUTb. .. BOT 3TO.

Tapgec Haxmypucs.

Hukro He nponnkaer B [logsemHublit Mup 6e3 ero Be-
TIOMa M paspelleHNn .

HuxTo He cMmeeT... u HUKTO He MOXeT. Ho ckeneT mog
ero HOoraMy HacMeXascs Mo4Ty 0e33yObIM pTOM, M ca-
MMM (aKTOM CBOETrO CYIECTBOBAHUA TOBOPUI O TOM,
YTO Ha 3TOT pa3 KTO-TO NIPOHMK. KTo-TO cMoT.

Kak n cmor yourb ogHOro 60ra u efBa He YHUYTO-
>KUTb IPYTOTO.

Curapera 3akoHuMnach, u lajsec cpenan egsa yio-
BUMOE JIBIDKEHME OOJIBIIVIM ¥ YKa3aTe/IbHbIM IIajIbLieM,
OynTo pactupas eé — OKYpPOK IIpeBpaTWICA B IeIeN
U OCell B TPaBy CHUAIOIIMMY UCKPAMM.

UYTo-TO elle He [aBajo IMOKOS C 3TUM CKEIETOM.
Yto-TO HeynoBumoe. laflec MpUINARBIBAICA K LBETAM,
CKJIOHMBIIVMCS Ha KOCTH, K (PMIO/IETOBBIM MCKpaM, Tasi-
mymMcs Ha 6epax. Onpee/ieHHO Ye/IOBeYeCKUI CKeTeT,
BBIOEJIEHHBII CaMOI 3€MJIEN, HO... OBIJIO KaKOe-TO «HO».
Enpa omyrumoe. Iloutn HeynoBumoe. 3ys; Ha KOHIMKAX
HaJIbLIeB.

Llepbep mouys/n HacTpOeHMeE U SKe/aHMe BIAfIbIKM
M HavyajJl CHOBA KPYTUTbCA BOKPYT CKeJleTa, OOHIOXMBas
€ro KaXpoil u3 Tpex ronoB. CrycTKM TeHeil C LIepcTu
IIOpOJ OIajia/in Ha pebpa CKe/leTa, a B IPUMATOI Tpase,
I7ie TOJIbKO YTO CTOs/IA JIalla, KOMMINCh MCKPBI.

BHe3anmHO 0cTaHOBYBILINCH, Llepbep 3acKymvI v BCKH-
HYJICSl, BCEMM TPeM: TO/I0BaMM yCTaBUBIINCH Ha lafeca.

ToT oTmIatHynCA, eBa He HajleTeB Ha XapoHa. 3/1ech,
B COOCTBEHHOM MMpe, KOI/ja PSIIOM He ObIIIO JJaXKe MpH-
OmKeHHBIX, KpoMe BepHOro Xapona u llepbepa, [agec
MoT ce6e 03BO/IUTD He YAeP>KMBATh MacKy BCEMOTYILETO
6ora.




Qo/

On — BomnomenHass TbMa. OH — cMepTb, Oe3ka-
JIOCTHAas U HacTUTAIOL[aA KaXKJoro.

Ho ne TonbKoO.

OnycTuBuINCch Ha KOJNeHM, lafec HpOTSHYN PyKy
1 HecMerIo KocHycA KocTeil. Konunkamu nanblies. Tpe-
IIETHO, TIOYTM HEXHO IIpoBeN o Kmounie. Ha mMur emy
MOYYAUIOCH, YTO OH OLIYILAET 3aIlaX C/1a/IKOBATHIX JVIJINIL.

— Ilepcedona, — nousm XapoH, — 9TO CKeJIeT IO-
cnepHero tena IlepceoHBI.

Bce 6oru o6magany Tenamm, HO OHY HEMHOTO OT/INYa-
JIUCH OT YeIOBEYECKMX, ObUIV CIIOCOOHBI BMECTUTD CUTTY.
W ecnu cTapoe 1o Kakoi-To IpM4YMHE IPUXOANTIO B He-
TOJHOCTD, CO3/JaBajloCh HOBOE.

Bce, kpome IlepcedoHbl, deit AyX mepeposkaancs Imo-
Clle CMepPTH Tela — U ee OCTAaHKMU, B OT/IN4YMe OT Tell
ApYrux 6OTOB, He MCYe3ay, a pasnaraayuch, Kak arobie
4yeJIoBeYecKue.

Tajjec mopHAICA, HO OLIYINAJ, KaK €ro ObeT JPOXKb.
Ilepbep TKHY/ICS OZHOIL U3 TOJIOB €My B OOK, IOCKY/IN-
Basi — Ilepcedony mec Bcerga mo6mI.

— Te6e napmo BeIIUTD, — 3asgBUI XapoH. — ITomm.

Becenxa crosna Henopanexy. YepHas, koBaHas, ¢ U1 -
HBIMU CTAJIbHBIMU IJBETaMM, TAKMMU K€ OITaCHBIMM, Ka-
Kolt nHora OpiBama cama Ilepcedona.

Ha crone yxe crtosn rpa¢puH ¢ TeMHO-TPaHATOBON
JKUJIKOCTBIO: Ye/I0BeYeCcKas BHIIMBKA Ha OOTOB /1e/iCTBO-
Bajia c/1a60, HO TOJIbKO He HACTOIKa Ha BO#AX pex Ilon-
3eMHOr0 Mypa. XapoH Hamua fBa OoKana, HO INUTh He
Toponmics — [agec ocymnn cBoi 3alIoM.

Ha nopor IlogsemMHoro Mmupa mofKMHY/IN BOBCE He
TOXJIOTO 3BepbKa. A CKe/leT IIOC/IelHeT0 CMEPTHOIO Tejla
KOPOJIEBBI 9TOTO MecTa. VI BMecTe ¢ aJIKOTO/IEM IO BeHaM
Tageca HaumMHama pasnMBaTbcA APOCTb. BTops xo03samHYy,
3aBopyan u Llepbep: B 6ecenKy OH He IpoJIe3a, TaK YTO
yJIercst CHapyXIu.

XapoH YXMBUIbHYJICS:



— Bor 910 BBIp@XKEeHMe TMIIa MHe HPaBUTCS OOJIbIIIE.
OHo obemraeT cMepPTb U MYKU Te€M, KTO IIOCMeTT Hapy-
IINATh TPAHMIIBL.

— 4 cam cTa"y X MYyKOIL.

— Yto cnyumnocs? — XapoH ycescs Ha OfVH U3 KO-
BaHBIX CTYy/IbeB, 60nTas B 60Kase HamuTOK. — S cmm-
KOM JIaBHO Te6s 3Hat. He TO/bKO B KOCTAX fIefo.

— Kro-to youn Banpppa. U uyth He youn AmoHa.

— 0.

Ha nuue Xapona He mpocTynmio ocob6oro yamsie-
HuA. OH XOTb ¥ MOT NOSIB/IATBCSA CPefy JIofiel, HO Bcer-
[a mpepnounTan 3To Mecto. OH OBUI XUTeNIeM LjapCTBa
MepTBBIX, €r0 COo3faHueM U npopokeHneM. CMmepThb
60roB BpsAJ, I MOITIA €T0 B3BOJTHOBATb — HapylIeHMe
rpaHul, COOCTBEHHOro Mupa mjasi XapoHa ObIIO Kyga
OOIBIINM MTOTPSICEHMEM.

— A eme s Hamren [lepcedony, — crnokoitHo pogo-
xun lagec. — W oHa Hudero He BcroMHmma. Cyuraer
cebs CMEpTHOIL.

ITa HOBOCTD JIeMICTBUTEIBHO Nopas3mna XapoHa. bo-
poja HMYyTb He CKpbIBAjIa YAVBICHUS Ha €ero Juile.

— Kak Tax?

Tapiec moxxar mwiedamu v HamuI cebe emrje. XapoH Kak-
TO 6ECITIOMOIITHO CIIPOCHIT:

— Ho BbI BO/DKHBI COEAVHNTBCS, ¥ OHA BEPHETCA CIO-
Ia KaK KOpoJeBa.

— Tbl MHe ee cKJIOiI TIpefiIaraenb B3sATh?

Tayiec mo3BoMMI cebe HEMHOTO S3BUTEIBHOCTH, U 3TO
cpasy cpaborano Ha XapoHe. B3siB ce6s B pyku, TOT CHO-
Ba B30O/NTHYN B OOKaje BMHO, HOMMI U IOCMOTPeN Ha
Tapgeca ucnomiobps:

— Jymaemp, 310 Bce meno pyk HemeTpnr?

— IloTeps mamaru — 6esycnoBHo. Ho ckener — 3To
CTIMIIKOM >KeCTOKO flaXke JIJIs Hee.

— Tebe HAIOMHUTD, CKOJIBKO CMEPTHBIX OHA IIPOKJIS-
JIa, IOTOMY 4YTO OHM IIpM BCTpede eil TAIIOYKM He IIOf] TeM
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yr710M noganu? — XMbIKHYB, XapOH Ha/lnuI cebe eme. —
A ut0 HacueT cMepTy 60rOB?

— Jla 3aueMm sto Jlemerpe?

— A 3agem KoMy-TO eme?

Tapec moxan mmedamu. OH 1 IpaBa He IPeCTaBIIANL.
Y6uitcTBo 6ora He JAaBajo HMKAKOI CU/IBI yomiile, TOT
IIPOCTO... MCUe3aJL.

— MeHs 607b1i1e 6€CIIOKONUT APYroe, — CKasal OH. —
[Tepcedona nepepo>xaeTcsi COTHM JIeT. ITO HEIIPeIoXK-
HBIIl 3aKOH.

— 9ro npuxorh [leMeTpnl, ofobpeHHas TBOUM Opa-
TOM, — Tpo6opmMoTan XapoH.

Ho Tagec He o6paTu/i BHUMaHNA U IPOJOJIKIIL:

— boru toxe Beunbl. Kak u rpanunst IlogsemHoro
IapcTBa. Bee 3aKOHBI celf9ac HapYIIAOTCA, U 51 He 3HAIO,
K 4eMy 3TO MOXeT npuBecTyu. Ho... Tl omymjaenn?

Tapec cpenman mWMpoKmMit XecT pykoii, Kak OyaTo Ipu-
3bIBaJ/l XapoHa MPUCIYIIAThCA K MUPY BOKPYT. OLyTuTh
ero. Haxmypusmuch, TOT 3aMo/I4al, a Yepe3 MTHOBEeHIe
B I/Ia3ax XapoHa OTPa3WIOCh IIOHMMAaHMe.

[Topsemublit Mup 6bUT HmpopgomKeHneM lafmeca, ero
CO3JIaHMEM, €T0 KPOBBIO U €r0 CUJION, BCer/ia OIyIlaB-
nreiicst 3a cuyHoit. OH cpa3y IOHAT, KaK YTO-TO HeyJlo-
BJMMO MEHSETCS B CaMOIl TKaHM MMPOB.

IToka HMKaKMX paspbIBOB, TOIBKO IIOMEXM, MCKaXe-
HMIA, OTAAIOIMecs BUOpaer BO/Ib T03BOHOYHNUKA.

— 1 He 3HaIO, KTO MOXeT CO3HATe/IbHO HapylIaTb
3aKOHBI MMPO3/IaHN:, — IMyX0 cKasan lagec. — HeBos-
MOXKHO IIpeJickasaTh nocnencTsusd. He sHato, cBs3aHO mn
3TO BCe JIPYT C APYTOM ... IOYeMy ITPOUCXOIMNT.

OH mocTaBuI MycToit 60Ka, HO 6OJbllle HAINBATH
He CTaJl.

— S momxkeH BepHYTbCA. A TBI CIeM 32 Te€M, UYTO
TBOPUTCA 3J1eCh, U coobmrait 060 Bcex nameHenusax. Ho,
HPOK/IATbE, XapOH, HaYYUCh yKe IIPUCBIIATb COOOIeHNs
Ha TenedoH!



