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[Mronor

TemHoOTa. 3a Jorve TObI OHA CTaja IpUBBLIYHOU. Kak u men-
JIeHHBIH cTyK cepana. CepAla, He KeJIaloNIero cAaBaThCs, He MoJ-
Jlaromerocs TIeHUI0, He TepIAIIero Ha30WINBOIo rojoca pasyMa.
Kak 1 HacTOMYMUBOe, JKUBOTHOE JKeJIaHHe — JKUTh. YKUTb, HeCMO-
TPA HU HA YTO.

OH gaBHO yXe He Bes c4dyeT AHAM. CKOJIBKO WX MUHYJIO?
U cKosbKO ellfe IPOMJIeT, IIpex/ie YeM IIPOKJIATHE IIoTepsaeT CUILY
U CMepTh NpUOOpeTeT HAJ, HUM OKOHYATeIbHYI0 BJIAcTh? OH He
3HaI. Kak He 3HAJI U TOTO, Yero XO4eT OOJIbIlle — PACTBOPUTHCS
B HeOBITUU WIN OTPAXHYTh CO CBOETO HEIOABUKHOTO TeJla HeBU-
JUMble IIyThl U BePHYThCA. BepHyTbCA B IPOILLIOE, KOTOpOe He
OTITyCcKaIo. VICIpaBUTD TO 3710, YTO IPUIUHIUI JTIOOUMBIM JIIOZSM.
BeIpBaTh M3 TpyAu yIpsSMoOe cepiile U OPOCUTL ero Ha aiTaph,
MIPUHECS Ty KEPTBY, KOTOPYIO U AOJKeH ObLT IpuHecTH. U ycmeTsb
YBUZETh CYacThe B POAHBIX IVIa3aX. YCIBIIIATL CBOE UMS, IPOM3He-
CEeHHOEe He C HEHABMCTHIO, a C JII00O0BBI0. M HAlITH IMOKOU. BeuHbIit
TIOKOM.

OH CHOBa NONIBITAICA B3JOXHYTb, HO CKOBAaHHAA JIbAOM I'PyZAb
OoCTajach HeTOABIKHOU. KecTokad [1eMiCTBUTENIBHOCTh CMEPTU
Ipy KU3HU. Vi xusHU npu cMmeptu? OH He 3HaJI, Kak IIpa-
BWIBHO. KaK He 3HAJ M TOTO, Y€r0 JKAATh OT >KECTOKOU CyABOBI,
TIPUTOBOPUBIIEI ero K BeYHOMy My4yeHUIo. He Iipeamonarai, Kak
JIOJITO ellle BBIAEPIKUT IIBITKY JIeIAHON ThMOU. 1 He MOT CKa3ath,
YTO JIy4Ille — 3TO YKAITKOe Iof00He CyIeCTBOBAHUSA WX CBOOOAA
HeOBITHA.

byx. byx.

MemyieHHbIe yIaphbl CepAlla OTMepsUT OeCKOHEYHOe TedeHUe
BpeMeHM.

byx. byx.

[iryxvie 3ByKU BbeAAIVCh B MO3T, He TI03BOJIAA 3a0bIThCA HA HA
MUHYTY.

byx. Byx. byx. byx.

Bpewms, ucdyesHu! XKusHb, 3aBepIIiCh, HAKOHeL]!

EmUHBIN, THI }KeCTOK!

Ho oH 3acty»ku. 3aCIy KWl



[MABA 1

Pebexka I'pundenn

— bexkxku! CmoTpu, 4To A Hamwial

Talipa ¢ pafoOCTHBIM BOIUIEM IUTIOXHY/IA Ha CTOJ OTPOMHBIN
IBOOM C [PEBHUMU MarrdeCKUMU KapTUHKAMU U yCTaBWIACh HA
MeHA C TAKUM BHUZIOM, CJIOBHO Y€ro-TO OKUZAJA.

— Tai, TyT 3TOr0 JOGPA MOJTHBIM-TIONHO. ThI Teleph KaKIbIM
CTapbIM (POJIMAHTOM BOCTOPIaThCA GyIeInn?

A oOBesla OTPOMHBIN KaOWHET CKeIITUYeCKUM B3mLAoM. Jla-a,
oTel] BRIOpaJI BeCbMa JIefiCTBeHHOe HaKa3aHue.

«ThbI ZODKHA HAYYUTHCA IEHUTD Nporioe, Pebekka, — cKasan
OH, OTIIPABJIAS MeH B 3TOT 3a0pONIeHHBII 3aMOK. — TOLa ThI IOH-
Melllb, YTO MM — He IIyCTOM 3BYK, U IlepecTaHellb II030PUTh Hally
(amuuio, IPOCIaBIeHHYIO0 COTHAMY 3HAMEHUTBIX IIPeIKOBY.

U Hajo e 66U10 MapTHHY IPOGOATATECA 0 MoeM mosete! Celi-
4ac cuzena 656l B KiIybe, TonuBaia 6bI OTHEHHBIH 11acc u GupTo-
BaJIa C OYepeAHbIM MIIOTOM. A Tellepb BOT TOPYU B 3TOMH JbIpe A0
€aMoro npasgHuka JIByx jyH!

— Hy, Bekku! Heyxxenu Tebe HenmHTepecHO? B3rifaHU, KaKOH
KpacaByuK!

IMoxpyra NOABUHYJIA KHUTY GJIVKe M HACTONYHMBO TKHYJIA ITaJTh-
11eM B IIOPTPET CBETIOBOJIOCOTO MY>KUNHBI.

Kakaa HagMeHHaa ¢usnoHoMmusa! XOTd, HUYero He CKaXKelllb,
xopoul. Pepkuii Tunaxk. U masa Takue IpOH3UTeIbHbIe, TPEBOXK-
Hble. Kakercd, mpamo B aymry cMoTpAT. Kak »xuBble. U 3Ta TOHKaA
yCMeIIKa Ha KPacuBO O4YepUYeHHBIX I'y6ax. VIHTepeCHO, BXXKUBYIO
OH OBLI TaK e MpeKpaceH WIN 3TO IMPOCTO MAaCTEPCTBO Xy OX-
HUKA?

— Ilogymaemns! Jla ero y:xe JjieT TPUCTA KaK HET B KUBBIX, —
HeOpeXXHO 3aMeTIIa 5, He YKeJas IO/AABAThCA HEIIOHATHOMY TOM-
JIEHWIO, BOBHUKIIIEMY B TpyAu. BoT eire! Bruta Hy»/1a JT060BaThCS
KaKMM-TO He3HaKOMIIEM.

— Ce6actuas Ponasa Kuminu, kaniytep Besukoit CapTaHbl, —
paszobpasia moIycTepTyio Haamuch Tatipa. — Hudero ceGe! Bekku,
a 3To He TOT KuMJiIu, IIpo KOTOPOTo pacCcKa3bIBaJ TBOM JANIONIKA?
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— He 3nar, Tau.

A mokayia 1Ie4aMu M OTBepHYynack. Kakad pasHuIa, TOT WA
HeT? HuKorza He io0wia ceMeiiHyl0 HMCTOpUI0. B omiuuwme ot
Jamromky Camioana. BoT y»K KTO 060X pPacCKas3bIBaTh OecKo-
He4YHbIe UCTOpUM 0 npouwioM CeBepa U O CTApOAABHUX BpeMeHax,
Korga B CapTaHe MOXXHO ObLIO BCTPETUTH JPeBHUX OOToB U IIPO-
4YUX ITepCOHaKel HapOAHbIX JIeTeH I,

— JlagHo, Taiipa, HOLLIN OTCIOfA, — A 3aXJIONHYyJIAa (OIUAHT
U YUXHYJIA OT IOAHABIIeMcA IbUid. — Hazio BbI3BaTh OBITOBUKOB,
IIyCTb HaBeAYT 37eCh IMIOPALOK.

— A MOXeT, MbI CaMU?

— Tbait, TbI B cBoeM yme?! TyT pabOThI Ha I[EJIYI0 CEeMUILY.

— Ho Benp pait AsekcaHzp BeJell. ..

— MeHA Mao BOJIHYIOT PacIOps»KeHUA NalleHbKU, — IIpep-
Basa A MoApyry. — [eHpux CKasaJ, 4To B JlepeBHe eCThb HeIUIOXO!
6ap, IONUIN IIPOBEPUM KaueCTBO MECTHOM BBIITUBKH.

— Ox, Bekku, ey TBOM oTell y3HaeT, YTO Thl CHOBA ITWJIA,
60I0Ch, OFTHOU CCHUTKOM ThI He OT/AeIaelllbCsl, — HeomoOpUTETHLHO
3ameTtwia Tatipa.

Tpycuxa! HeHaBIKy, KOTZa OHA BKJIIOYaeT OJIarOpa3yMHYIO
senu! V1 Hoet, ¥ HOET, KaK ZOOpOIOpAL0YHaA cTapas paus!

— Toai1, He Tpycs! KusHb y Hac ofHA, U HaJO ycIeTh HaCIa-
JUTBHCA elo 10 TIOTHOM.

A pemmTeNbHO 3aKMHYIA ATHOOM Ha ITOJIKY U MOTAHYA Taiipy
13 KOMHATBI.

— Tanny#, pgerkal Ta-a-ammyit! CerogHS MBI COPBAIU Ky-
y-ym! — pacneBaja A, IBITaACh yAEPXKaTbCA Ha CKOIBb3KOM [J0-
pore. — Ta-a-aumyii! Y mo3abyap mpo Bce mpobiie-e-eMbi!

[TpokyATasg 6pycyaTKa TaK U HOPOBWWIA B3OYIPUTHCA IOL HO-
ramu. Marus, mapr ee nogepu! Vimu 3To macc 6bUT CIUIIKOM Kpell-
KUM? A-a, KaKasd pasHULa?

— Ta-a-aHmyi. ..

Mzl ¢ Taii U K 3aMKy U TOpJIaHWIN MOJHYIO IleceHKy. Bep-
Hee, Tali IU1a, a g TOPJIAHWIIA. A ele 5 60POIach C COGCTBEHHBIMU
HOTaMU, KOTOPbIe HUKAK He YKeJIaIU CIYIIaThCs.

— Jla-ta-na-na... Ta-a-aHIy. ..

A momeITasack MOBTOPUTH Ia JaHra. CTyIIHA IToexaaa B CTO-
poHy. Ax TbI ! MHe nmpunuiock yxBatuTbca 3a Taiipy. Ilogpyra
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OCTaHOBWIACh U IPOOOPMOTANIA KpEeIKOe pyraTelbCTBO. TaM
CKBEPHOCJIOBUT? DTO YTO-TO HOBEHBKOE.

— bekku, noxoxe, 4 — Bce! — IpPOCTOHAIA OHA.

— Yro?

— Bekkwu, A Gosble He MOTY, — ITOBTOprUIa Taiipa ¥ HeOXU-
JAaHHO CeJIa IIPSAMO Ha JJOPOTY.

— D1l Te1 yero? Berasaii! TyT Bcero Iapy pbe OCTanIoCh!

A moTaHya moApyry 3a pyKy. B oTBeT pasganock HeYTO HeBpa3y-
muTenbHoe. To v Xpail, TO JI COIIeHue.

— O =et! Tait! He B3gymaii criats!

Moe npepynpesxaeHue 3ano3fano — Taiipa TOIbKO IIOMOPIIH-
JIach U IUIOTHee COMKHYsIa BeKu. Equnbiit! Oto Tparexus. Eciau Tait
YCHET, ee Jja’Ke IIapT He pa3OyAUT.

Bor 1 moraHneBaiu... JJopr MeHs AepHYJI IIOCIOPUTEL C TeM
6oHAHOM! [IBe KPYXKKU II€HCKOT0, 60K JIAMPU U TPU OTHEH-
HBIX Iacca. M Bce 5To, He BBIXOZAA U3 Kpyra pwiasl. Her, pasyme-
eTCs, A BBIUTPAJIA IIapU, HO KOJIMYECTBO BBINUTOIO ABHO IIPEBBI-
CIJIO MOIO HOPMY.

— ToBopWI mameHbKa, HY’KHO MeHblIle MUTh, — IPOBOpPMO-
TajIa . — A IalleHbKe Haflo BepUTh... OH 3HaeT B *KU3HU TOJIK!

A HeBeceJI0 XMBIKHYJIA. BooG11ie-To, ITbI0 A KpaiiHe PelKo U He
o4yeHb MHOTO. [IpaBzia, OKpy:Kalolye I1o4eMy-To yoexxAeHbl B 00-
PaTHOM, HO 3TO yKe NMPOOJIeMBI CAMUX OKDPYXKAIOIIUX. A CerofHs
YTO-TO HAKATIWIO. DTO BCe M3-3a Oenobpnicoro. OH HAIOMHIUI
MHe TOTO, O KOM A 6e3yCIIeNTHO MBITAIACH He JyMaTh BOT y:Ke He-
CKOJIBKO JIeT. I BeZb MOJIy4aoCh, IIOKA MEHs He IOTAHYJIO B 3TOT
TIPOKJIATBIN Gap.

— Taiipa!l He cii! — BcTpAxHysa A IOAPYTY, CTapasAch He BCIIO-
MMHaTh 3HaKOMoe JI0 TIoc/IeHed YepTOYKU KpacrBoe JIUI0 U Ha-
CMEIUTUBYIO YIIBIOKY.

— He mory, — npo6opmotana TaH, pacTATUBasACh IPAMO Ha
3emJie U MOAKIALIBAA IO/, IIEKY JIaJl0Hb.

— Ox, Taii, moxkasyiicta! Tbl He MOXeIllb TaK CO MHOM IIOCTY-
nuTh! Majo TOro 4To MPOKJIATAsA JOPOTra HOPOBUT BBICKOIL3HYTh
U3-TI0]] HOT, a TYT ellle U ThI YyJUIlb!

A moraHya Ha cebA MOAPYTY, IPOIIENTAIA 3aKJINHAHNE, Koe-
Kak B3BawIwiIa TAH Ha CIIMHY U HOOpeia K BUAHEIOIIEMYCs BIIe-
penu 3aMKy. Pyrien. [ipeBHee Hacjesiyie IIpeKOB, YTO0 UM B Ipo0y
nepeBepHyThCsA! DTO 110 UX MWIOCTU MHE IIPUXOAUTCS IIOCTOAHHO
BBIUIYIIWBAaTh HPABOY4eHUs OTIal
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CKOJIBKO pa3 g MeyTasa, YTOObI JJIMHHAA POZOCIOBHAS BHe-
3aIlHO KMCYe3JIa, I0JJapUB MHe CBOOOLY.

«PebeKKa, HeMeJUIeHHO ITepeoieHb s, He IT030Ph Halll POA!»

«Pebekka, Te6s CHOBa Buzenu B aHrape! O 4yeM ThHI TOJIBKO JIy-
Masa?! Kak MOXKHO 00IIaThCA C TPA3HBIMU MEXaHUKaAMU?»

«PeGeKKa, BCTIOMHU O CBOEM BbICOKOM ITPOUCXOXKIEHIH!»

HeHaBrky. HeHaBMXKy 3THUX HAIlBIIEHHBIX IOYUBIIUX POZ-
CTBeHHUYKOB! OHUM CBOMM CYILECTBOBAaHUEM OHM HCIIOPTWINA
MHe KU3Hb. Jlyure ObI A POAWIACH B OOBIYHON ceMbe, He OTArO-
IIeHHOU TeHbI0 KOPOHBL.

A ellle 5TU Be3Jecylye )KypPHAIUCTBI!

«Jlemu PeGexka I'puHe/UT CHOBA ObLIA 3aMeveHa B «[POCCHO,
OIHOM M3 CAaMbIX HEOJHO3HAYHBIX HOUHBIX KIYOOB CTOIUIIBI!

«Jlemy PeGekka IMpOCIIOpWIA ITApU U Pa3feiach IO HIDKHETo
6enbs Ha BeuepuHKe B VIpOpykel»

«OTKpOoBeHHBIe ¢oTo yseny I'punjen. Ilosop uMIIepaToOpCcKon
ceMbul»

Ara. TIo30p. IIyCTb Tak ¥ CYUTAIOT, MHE He >KaJIKO.

A cayna co 16a MemaOIIyI0 NMPALL U ycMexHysachk. Hudero.
IreBaTh MHe Ha MHeHHe JBOPLIOBBIX CIUIETHUKOB U KypHAJIIOL.
ITycTs momasaTcal

Tasi1 MUpHO NocambIBajla MHe B yXO, a A efBa IlepecTaBiiia
"Horu. O, a BOT, HakoHell, 1 BopoTa! fI BBaIwWIacer BO ABOD, JBU-
HyJIaCh K IIapaJHOMy BXOZy, HO IIOTOM Ilepefymaia. ITomMHUTCA,
MapTHH rOBOPIUL, YTO IJ[e-TO B IOKOJIBHOM 3Ta)Ke eCTh HeOOoIbIIasg
JBepb, BeAyasA K X03AMCKUM KOMHaTaM. [loumry-Ka aydire ee. He
XO04YeTCs, YTOOBI CJIYTH BUAETN MeHA B TaKOM Buje. B ominune ot
OCTAJIBHBIX, OHU He 3aCIy’KUBAIOT MTOZOOHOTO 3PETUIIA.

A mepexsatwia Taiipy moymoOHee U IOILIENAch BAOJb CTEHBI.
Illar, emre oguiH. V1 BOBCe MHe He TsKeno. U rma3a coBceM He CIu-
narTcaA. Y rojioBa Io4Ty He KPYKUTCA.

Tak, a 910 uT0? [IBeph. f Hanuta Bxona! OGpafOBABIINUCH, TIPO-
6opMoTaiIa 3aKIMHAHYe, ¥ KpellKasd Ay0oBad IIperpajja MeAjIeHHO
otBopwIack. Hajo ke, ceMeliHasa Marusa cpaboraia. XoTb KaKasg-To
T10/Ib3a OT IIPUHAVIEKHOCTH K pofy I'peiuiuH!

CTyIleHbKU-CTYIIeHbKU-CTyIIeHbKU. .. Kak e Bac MHoro! 1 nio-
TOJIKA KaKue HU3KHe. A IbUIM CKOJIBKO! Takoe omylneHue, 4To
37eCh yXKe JIeT IBeCTH HUKTO He ObIBAL

A oTpaBwiIa nepex, cO60M OTHEHHBIN CTYCTOK M JBUHYJIACH 33
HUM, IIOYTH He IJIALA 110 CTOPOHAM.
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MMapr! Kakoil MAMOT IIPOEKTHPOBAT 3TOT 3aMOK? Ilosm pe3ko
TIOIIIeT TIOJT, YKJIOH, TOJIOBA y MeHS 3aKPY>KWIACh, U S CIIOTKHY/IACh.
A moToM ymaiia, ypoHUB U tofapyry. OcTpas 60JIb MPOIIMIA BUCOK,
U YTO-TO TeIUIOe IIOTEKJIO II0 Ieke. B miasax moremuerno. Ileper,
TEM KdK OTIIPABUTLHCA B 3&6I>ITI)e, A yc1iesia mogymMmarb, YTO CHOBA
IIpOBely HOYb He B CBOeW IOCTeNlu. BoucTUHY, IIOXOH JeHb He
MOT' 3aKOHYUTHCA HUYEM XOPOIINM.

IIpoby:xieHre BBINUIO CTPAaHHBIM. Bce Teyo JioMmio, roixoBsa
PacKalIbIBATIaCh, BO PTY ObUIO CyX0, KaK B IMycThIHe. [Ilapr!

A c TpymoM OgHANIACH, OCMOTpeIach II0 CTOPOHAM U IPUCBUCT-
Hyna oT yausieHusA. Hidero cebe! Bcako ObIBATIO, HO BOT B CKJIEIIe
HOYeBaTh MHe He JOBOAWIOCH.

— T»iit! — f mombITaNIach paCTOPMOUIUTH 6€33a60THO IOCAIIbI-
BaloOIIyIo Iofpyry. — Ta-3-511!

— Jla, MaMO4YKa, f y’Ke BCTal0, — He IIPOChINAACh, Ipo6opMo-
TaJIa Ta ¥ MTOBEPHY/IaCch Ha OOK, yTKHYBIINCH HOCOM B HOTU Mpa-
MOPHOU CTaTyHU.

A 3agymuuBo ycraBwiach Ha Taiipy. MaMoukoill MeHs ellle HU-
KOIZIa He HasbIBaIM. Jla ¥ He Ha30BYT, CyJd II0 BCEMY, BeZib 3aMy»X
51 TOYHO He BBINY.

B nymre meBesnbHyIach 60JIb, HO A TOJNBKO BCKUHYJIA TOJIOBY
U ynbIGHYNack. IIpaBa, TYT JKe IOXKajejia 00 3TOM, IIOTOMY 4TO
MeHsd TYT XKe 3aMyTWJIO.

— Tai, mpocelnaiica. — f moTpAcia NoApyry 3a IUIedo, crapa-
AICh He 00paIaTh BHUMAHA Ha TOITHOTY.

— A? — Taripa nofH:Ia TOJIOBY Y YCTaBWIACh HA MeH:A HeIlo-
HUMAIUM B3IIAA0OM. — bekku? UYto npoucxogut? MeI rae?

— TIloxoxxe, B yChIIAJIbHUIIE IPEAKOB.

— Huero cebe!

Talipa yIUBIeHHO OIVIAfeNach II0 CTOPOHAM U IIOCIIEIIHO IIOA-
HAJIACh C MPaMOPHOro Haarpo6mda. OHa IPUHANIACH CYeTIMBO
TIOIIPABJIATh MIOMATOE IIaThe, HO TYT »Ke OIIyCTIIA PYKHU U UCILY-
TaHHO CIIPOCHJIA:

— O#, BeKKH, a 4TO y TebsA C JIUIOM?

— A 4TO C HUM?

— V¥ Tebs BcA 1eKa B KPOBHU.

Tai1 noponwia 6yIrnKe, MPUCTAIBHO PA3lVIAABIBAA MO0 (pU3mo-
HOMUIO. fl KOCHYJIaCh BUCKA U CKPUBIJIACH OT OOJIH:
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— Iloxoxe, Buepa yaapuwiachk 060 YTO-TO.

M-ma. He xBaTajiio ToJabKO cuHAKA! Kak OyATO IMOXMeNIbs MHe
Mao.

— I maxe 3HaI0 000 YTO, — 33LyMYUBO 3aMeTruia Taii u mpu-
OIM3WIACH K BBITOYEHHOM U3 PAHCKOTO KaMHs TPOGHUIIE.

Ha npUIbHOM ITOBEPXHOCTH BUAHENINCh 3aCOXINNe PKaBo-Kpac-
Hele IATHA. KpoBb. Hazno ke, kak MHoro. IToxoxe, Buepa A Hec-
J1abo MPWIOKWIACH K TIOC/IeAHEMY TPUCTAHUIIY KOTO-TO U3 «060-
»KaeMbIX» POJICTBeHHUYKOB!

— 3pech mokoutcst CebactraH Ponanba Kumimm, ummepaTtop
Capransl 1 Bcero CeBepa, — IIPOYMUTANIA IIOJIYCTEPTYIO HAANVCh
Taiipa. — Bekku, IpeAcTaBgellb, 3TO CHOBA OH. MBI HallT MO-
rwty Toro camoro Kumiu. O, CMOTPH, TyT YTO-TO ellle HallucaHo!

OHa CKJIOHIJIACh HIDKe, TTBITAsACh PAa300PaTh HEYeTKYIO ApeBHe-
CapTCKYIO BA3b, U TUXO IPOYUTAIA BCIYX:

— IlycTh TBOA MATyWIaACA Aylla HaifieT B BedyHBIX deprorax
MU U IIOKOH. U o6peTeT npoieHue.

— BuzHoO, TOT eme 6bLT 3aCpaHell, — XMBIKHYJIA A, PACCMaTpU-
Basd CTaTylo JIEASHOIO AyXa, CYpPOBO B3WPAIOINEro Ha Hac C JBYX-
JVIPHOBOH BBICOTBL. — OOBIMHO HA HAAIPOOUAX IIUIIYT O BeYHOH
JII0OBU U CKOPOU 0e3yTeITHbIX POACTBEHHUKOB, a 3TOMY IIpolie-
HUA noXKetatu. HaBepHoe, MHOTO 6Ge/l HATBOPIUI IIPU JKU3HU.

— DTOro MBI Y>Ke HUKOIZIAa He y3HaeM, — (riocodcku 3ame-
Ta Tai, 3ayMInBO 06BOJA IAIbIIEM IT030JI09€HHbIE GYKBBI.

— JlagHO, XBaTUT TYT TOp4aTh. [lopa BEIOGUPATHCA.

A omepHyna 100Ky. Ceff4ac OHA IIOKA3aJIaCh MHe W3JIUIIHE KO-
POTKOM, U A No)Kajiesa, 4YTo Buepa MOoAAaIack UTPUBOMY HaCTPOIO.
Hamo ke GbUIO BBIOPATh 3TOT (IOSC C PIONIEYKAMU», €Ba IPU-
KpbIBAlOIUM (preliHylo JacTs! A-a, JagHO. MHe He IIPHBBIKATh
K OCY>KJAIOIIVM B3IIAZAM.

— HWnewm, Taii.

fl pemIMTeNLHO NOBEPHYJIACh U HAIPAaBWIACh K BbIxoAy. IIpo-
manTe, mpeAKy! BpAz v MbI € BaMU elrje KOIa-HUOyAb yBUIUMCA!
YBepeHa, HOrM Moel OOoJIbIlle B 9TOM CKJIeIle He OyeT.

3aMoOK JaBWUJ cBoel rpomazioi. Cepblii, YHBUIBIM, MpadHbIi,
OH HaBUCAJ HAJ| IVIOIIAJBI0 U, Ka3aJIOCh, 3apakasl Bce BOKPYT BA3-
Ko Tockol. He XoTestoch Ipr3HaBaThCA, HO PyIrieH MeH: yTHeTall,
npoOy:xJas B AyIie OTTOIOCKY KaKUX-TO CTPAHHBIX SMOLIMI.
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fI HeBecesl0 ycMexHynachk. UTO K, CTOWIO IIPU3HATH — OTeI]
yrajaia ¢ HakazaHueM. JIyJImero MecTta JJIs CChUIKU TPYZHO ObLIO
U IPUAYMATh.

Jenb MbI ¢ Tatipoli mpoBenu B PypujetiHe, HeGOMBIIOM MIPU-
TPAaHUYHOM TOPOAKE, PACIONIOXKEeHHOM HeIOAAIEeKYy OT PyrmeHa,
a BOT K Beuyepy IPUILIOCh BEPHYThCH II0J, HETOCTeIIPUMMHBIN
OTYHI KPOB.

— Jlemu PeGeKKa, YKUH II0JIJaBaTh?

Crapsblii, mopcIentoBatsiii Tomac 6bUT ¥ ABOPEIKUM, U CTOPO-
XeM, U cMoTpuTesnieM Pyraena. OH ga ero »keHa [Ipucnwiia — BOT
U BCe OOUTaTeNM IPUTPAaHUYHOU Kpemoctu. Hy, He cuuTas Hac
¢ Tait. Orten; HaHAM ToMa ellfe HECKOIBKO JIeT Ha3aJ, KOIAa IIOIy-
YW 3aMOK B HaCJIe[ICTBO, HO 3[1€Ch 10 CUX IIOP LJapUJIO IOJIHOE 3a-
IycTeHue. BUgHO, CynIpy;kecKoi yeTe He XBaTaJIO CWI U JKeJIaHU:A
TIO/IIePXKUBATh HaJIeKallUH ITOPAZJOK.

— IlozmaBaiiTe, — KMBHYyJIA A CIIyTe.

Her, Bce-Taku mpueTCA BRI3bIBATH OBITOBUKOB. He Mory cMo-
TPeThb Ha 3TOT Gappak! IIyCTh Bce 37eCh KaK CIeAyeT OTIUCTAT U OT-
MOIOT. A IIOKa...

— CaH speyc rodbu! — g THXO IIpolIenTasa 3aKINHAHYe, e
KHYJIa IATBIIAMU ¥ 00BeJIa CTOJIOBYIO PYKOM.

ITeuth, JIEKaIasg Ha yKpaIleHHBbIX Pe3HbIMM paMaMu Ileii3a-
’KaX, MTHOBEHHO PaCcTBOPWIACh, C OPOH30BBIX KAaHJENAOPOB C-
4e3JId BOCKOBbIe IOATEKHU, XPYCTaIb OTPOMHON JIIOCTPBI BHOBB
3acuAI IepPBO3NAHHBIM OJIeCKOM, a CKaTepTh Mpuobpesia ocIeny-
TeJIbHYIO OeIH3HY.

— Huuero ceGe! — Taiipa mocMoTpesia Ha MeHsS C V/UBJIe-
HueM. — He 3HaJ1a, YTO ThI yMeeIllb ITOIh30BaThCsA OBITOBOM Maruex.

— He obpamait BHUMaHU:A, — OTMAaxHY/IACh A OT IOJPYTH. —
3anoMHwWIa Iapy 3akInHaHui. Tak, OT Heyero /esaTh.

A HeGpeXXHO ITepeJlepHyIA IUIEYaMH U pa3BepHyNIa CaIdeTKy,
JlaBas IIOHATH, YTO TeMa MHe HeunHTepecHa. Eme 6vl! He mpu-
3HABaThCA Ke, YTO B JIeTCTBe A 4aCTO MOMOTajla CBOeU CIIy)KaHKe
Moiipe. K cTapocTu Ta cTana IJI0X0 BUAETh, U OTell TPO3WICA yBO-
JUTh ee. Pa3Be Momia A AOIyCTUTh, YTOOBI Molipa, KOTopas Mpo-
paboraia y Hac MHOTO JIeT, OKa3aach Ha ynune? Het. Bor u npu-
IIUTOCh OCBOUTD OBITOBYIIKY, XOTS B HAIlleM KPYTY 3TO ¥ CYUTAIOCh
HeIIPWINYHBIM.

— Bekku, Kak Aymaelnb, paii AJIeKCaHAp ele JOATO OyAeT
3MUThcA? — Talipa BrDKHUAAOLIE YCTaBIWIACh HA MeHA CBOUMU Ap-
KHMU T'OJIyObIMU IJIa3aMH.



NEQ TBOUX OBBLATUI 13

— Hy, yuutbIBas, Kak MapTuH Bce IIpernogHec... [lymaro, emje
JTHEU IISTh-IIeCTh.

— MoskeT, u3o6pasums packagaue? I[loIurademscs, IONPO-
CUIIb IPOIIEHUA?

— Her, Tai1. Jaxxe He yroBapuBay. fI He cOOUPaAIOCh IPOCUTD
MIPOIIeHMA 3a TO, YTO JleTaja Ha JBUTOpe.

— Ox, bekku, xakas e Tbl ynnpamas! A y ['peropu 3aBTpa Bede-
puHKA. Moy GBI IOWTH.

— Ta1, a1 Te6GA He IePiKy, e3Kail.

— Kyza a ogna?

— Ho Tam 6yzet Bo66u DHckoMm. IIpaBna, Tau, moesxkau. A TyT
KaK-HUOyIb caMa.

PoGepT 6bUI JaBHeH JI060BBIO T3, U A MOHUMANA, KaK IIOJ-
pyre xodetcsa B Capry.

— Jla jagHO, IpoXXuBeM M 6e3 BeyepHMHOK, — Taiipa 4yTb
HaxXMypuiach, a IIOTOM IIOCMOTpejia Ha MeHA HeIPUBBIYHO Ce-
pbe3Ho. — 3Haelb, BeKKH, s, HaBepHOe, 0oJbIlle He Oyay BCTpe-
gartbca ¢ bo66u, — 3asgBmIIa OHA.

— Ho nouemy, Taii? — f yauBiaeHHO B3IIAHYIA Ha Taipy.

— OH Bejp MeHA He JIIOOUT, — OTBeTwIA ToH, U B ee roysoce
IIpo3By4asa ropeys. — IIpocTo mosb3yeTcs.

— Toit...

— He Hago, bexkku, HU4Yero He roopu. f Hazedanach, 4YTO OH
cIenaeT MHe IIpeJyIoKeHre, HO II0OTOM IIOHAJIA, YTO COBCEM eMy He
Hy)kHa. OH BCcTpedaeTcA CO MHOM, a NOIIYTHO CIIMT ellle C Ky4el
caMbIX pasHbIX JeBull. Hamoeno. — OHa 3akpbUIa JIMIO PyKaMU
U paCIUIaKaIach.

— Taiipa, moorymail MeHdA, — A MOSHAIACh U3-3a CTOJIA U II0-
Jonuia K moapyre. — Harumoi TeI Ha sToro bo66u, oH He CTOUT
TBOMX C(Jle3. MBI HaliieM TeGe HAaCTOAIIEro My:KIMHY! 3HaeIs,
TaKOro, KaK M3 PacCKa30B TeTH I'BeHJJONMNH, — YTOOBI yMeJl U JII0-
O6uTh, 1 6epeys, U 3amumaTs. Hy e, yIbIOHUCEH, TAH.

— bBekku, Tbl [ENCTBUTENIBHO BEPUINb, YTO TaKue Cylle-
cTByIoT? TeTymka [BeH CIMIIKOM HAeaIU3UPyeT BpeMeHa CBOel
Mosoznoct, — Talipa momHANa Ha MeH:A 3alUIaKaHHbIe Ila3a. —
Her, MoeT, Torza mofo6Hble YHUKYMBI ¥ BCTPeYaINCh, HO B Hallle
BpeM: TaKUX MY>KIMH TOYHO He HaWTHU.

— Hwudero, HaileM, — A MOCTapajgach TOBOPUTH KaK MOXKHO
ybemuTebHee, XOTS caMa He 0co60 Bepwia cBouM ciioBam. Ho
Beab Toi1 06 3ToM 3HaTh HeoOA3aTenbHO? — ThI YTO, COMHEBa-
eIbCcA B MOeM YMeHUH JOOUBAThCA KeJIaeMoro?
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— Ox, Bexku! — Taiipa y/IbIGHYJIACh CKBO3b cCie3bl. — Ko-
HeYHO, HeT. ECJIN yX ThI 4ero-To Xo4emrs... — IIOAPYyTa He JIOTOBO-
pwia, OOHAB MeH: B OTBeT. — XOPOIIIO, YTO THI BCEIIa PAAOM, —
THXO IIPOLIENTAJIA OHA.

— JlagHo, naBay yKUHATb.

A cena Ha cBoe MecTo U KuBHY/A Tomacy. TOT BogpyswiI Ha CTOJ
OJIIOZIO C OTBAPHBIM KapTodesieM, MACOM U CIIapKeil I MTHOBEHHO
ucyes. Jlaxke He OXKHMJAJIA OT HETO TaKOM IIPBITU. BuHO, 3penuiie
3apeBaHHbBIX JIeBUL IIPUILIOCH CTAPOMY CJIyTe He IO BKYCY.

MzI ¢ Ta# JoTo cuzieny 3a CTOJIOM, OOJITIN O Jpy3bAX U 3Ha-
KOMBIX U JleJIJIU BUJ, YTO BCe B IIOP:AAKe.

ITo KOMHaTaM Pa3OLUIVCh ZOBOJILHO ITO3JHO, HO CPeIyl HOYU
Taiipa mpunuia Ko MHe ¥ 3a6pajiach B IIOCTEIb.

— Tre1 gero, Ta1a?

— Bexkku, A 6010Ch, — MPUIBUHYBIINCH OJIVKeE, IPOIIEIITaIa
OHa. — DTOT CTaphli 3aMOK HaBeBaeT HAa MeHsd HeOOBACHUMBIN
CTpax.

— Hy 4T0 TBI, DIyNIBINIKA? — CKBO3b COH IIPOOOPMOTANA . —
Cru. I pagom.

— Ox, Bekky, ¢ TOOOH MHe HIUYEro He CTPAlIHO, — IIOBO3UB-
IIMCh HEMHOIO U YCTPOMBIIWCH IIOyAOOHee, 3aMeTWIa OHA. —
A nro6utio Te6s. Thl camas JIyqiias.

— Vry, 4 Takas, — He CTaJa CIIOPUTH C 04eBUAHBIM. — CIIu.

Cebacmuan Kumau

BpeMsa TAHYJIOCH TOMUTETbHO MeJyleHHO. OH 3aBA3 B GecKo-
HEeYHOU 4epefie BOCHOMUHAHUM, B THICAYHBIM pa3 BO3BPAINAACH
B TOT IIPOKJIATHIM IeHb, KOIAA OCTYIIWICA BIlepBble. YHbLIAA CJIA-
KOTb, Pa36uTast AOPOTa, IPsA3b IIOCTOSIIBIX JBOPOB... U JeByIIKa.
UYucrad, peKpacHasd, HeBUHHAA U YyBCTBeHHAas OLHOBPEMEHHO.
Ul ee HeoOBACHNMBIE WUTIO3UU — HEOXKUJAAHHbIE, BBIBOPAYNBAIO-
Iye AyIly, 3apaKaroliyue CBOeil TEMHOU CIIOH, IPOOYKAAIOIIe
HeBeZIoMble IIpexe (paHTasuM U XKelaHus.

Ja, oH noaganca uM. He ycrosu. I103BOIMI TbMe IIOPOYHBIX
BUJIEHUH OBJIafeTh CBOUM pa3yMoM U cepaiieM. CoBepIIWI Hello-
TIpaBUMoe.

I[lepen rmasaMu BO3HUKJIO IPEKPACHOE OAyXOTBOPEHHOE JIUIIO,
Ha KOTOPOM fAPKUM OJIECKOM CHSUTH Cepble C 30JIOTHCTBIMU Kpa-
NUHKaMHY I1a3a. OH IOMHWI, YTO STUX KPAIMHOK GbUIO POBHO fie-
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CATB, IO IIATH B KAKIOM. U ry6hI IOMHIUL, ¥ POBHBIE IyTH GPOBel,
U YIIPAMBIH TOAOOPOOK.

— AHHa, — TeIUIbIM BeTPOM IIPO3BYYaJIO BHYTPU MM TOH,
KOTO OH TaK U He CMOT 3a0bITh. — e TbI cefivac? KoMy mapunib
CBOU YJIBIOKU?

Cepane... C HUM 4YTO-TO CJIyYWIOCh B IlocjenHee BpemA. OHO
CTaJI0 OMThCA CIbHee U Yaimle. Tak, Kak npu >XKu3Hu. Heyxenu
npoxisaTue octabeno? Het. EMy kaxkercst. Miutiosus. Beero Jumib
WLTIO3UA.

Pebexka I'pundenn

YTpo BBIJAIOCH HEHACTHBIM. fl CMOTpesia Ha CTeKawlnue I10
CTeKJIy KaIUIU U PasMbINULANIA, YeM 3aHATbCA. OTIIPaBUTHCA B Jie-
peBHIO? IIpoNUIBIN OXOZ, OCTaBWI He caMble JIydllllie BOCIIOMU-
HaHuA. Cpe3guTh B Pypuzseiitn? MoXHO, KOHEUHO, TOJIbKO Tomac
TYT >Ke JOJIOXKUT 00 3TOM OTILy, a TOT OIATH OyAeT JOJIT0 U HYITHO
OOBACHATh MHe, YTO HaKa3aHUWe B TOM U 3aKJIIOYaeTCs, YTOOBI
TMaVHBKOM CHUJeTh B KAMEHHOM HawIeJUM NPEeJKOB U IIPUBOAUTH
B NIOPAZIOK ceMeliHbIe JIETOIIHCH.

— bekxku, a jaBail yCTpOUM 5KCKYPCHIO II0 3aMKy? — IIpeJijio-
»kwuta Tatipa. — MoskeT, HaliieM YTO-HUOYIb MHTePeCHOe.

[Togpyra oGepHyIach KO MHe, U B €e IJIa3ax CBEPKHYJI 3HAKO-
MBI MHe UHTepec. B oTmmume ot mMeHs, Tatipa Jiro6mIa UCTOPUIO.
Eif HpaBWINCH CTapUHHBIE BeIllU 1 KPacHBbIe JIereHbl, OHA C Y0-
BOJILCTBHEM CJIyHIaja PacCKasbl JAA0MKNA CoMIO2J1a U TeTU ['BeH-
nmonuH. [TpaBaa, Tali BCAYECKU CKPBIBAIA CBOW CUMIATUU, 60SCh
TIPOCJIBITH HeCOBpeMeHHOM.

— DKCKypCHUIO? — IIepeCcIpocuia .

— Hy ga. Mbl ke fajyblile TOCTUHON U CIIaJieH He 3aXOAWIH.
A TYT 1IeJTbIX YeThbIpe 3Ta)Ka HeuccIeOBaHHOM Tepputopuu!

— U Te6e oxoTa 6GPOAUTE IO IHUILHBIM KOMHATaM U KOIIAThCS
B CcTapbe?

— Jla 6pock, Bexkku! Heyxxenu TebGe caMoll HEMHTEPECHO IIO-
CMOTPETb, KaK KWIN TBOU «IIpa»?

Iocmotrpers? XM, UHTEpecHad uged. f 3agyManack, IbITaACh
TIOMIMaTh YCKOIB3AIONIyI0 MBICIb. A 4TO, eClIu. ..

— Her, Tait, MBI DOCTyIIM MHA4Ye, — 5 PEIIUTENbHO IIOAHA-
JIACh C AMBaHA. — DKCKYPCHA, 3TO, KOHEYHO, XOPOIIO, HO HaM
HY>XKHO He4To Apyroe. bosee rpaHinosHoe.

— W yTO UMEeHHO?
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— BeuepuHKa.

— Beuepunka?

— Ja.

— DbeKku, HO MBI He MOXXeM HaJoiIro MOKUHYTh PyrmeH! —
VAVBIEHHO BOCKJIVKHYyJA T3ii. — ThI Ke IIOMHUIIb, YTO 00g3aHa
TIPOBOAVTH HOYY B 3aMKe.

— A A ¥ He cOOUPAIOCH €T0 MTOKUJATh.

— Ilomoxu, ThI XOYelllb CKa3aTh. ..

— HWwmenHo, Ta11! MBI ycTpouM BedepUHKY B Pyrnene.

— bekku, ThI yBepeHa, 4To 3TO xopomad uaea? — Taiipa mo-
CMOTpeJIa Ha MeHA HaCTOPOKEeHHO.

— A nmoyemy HeT?

— Hy, He 3Halo, — npoTaHyna Tail. — MpayHoBaToO 31€eCh
Kak-To. /la 1 BooOIIle, MHe Ka)KeTcs, PyrieH He IIpegHasHadeH JyId
ITOJOGHBIX yBeceseHUH. VI IOTOM, KaK ThI cebe BCe 3TO IIPeJiCTaB-
JiAems? BcmoMHM Hamux Apyseii, bekc! OHM ke cOBCeM He BITHICHI-
BAIOTCA B 5TU ApeBHUe nHTepbephl! A nmpamo sBuxy Teppu I'yrmen
C ee HeM3MEeHHOI CUTapeTol ¥ GYTHUIKOM MOHCKOTO, Pa3TyINBalo-
el 10 TeMHBIM KOPHZIOPAM 3aMKa B Y3KHMX IIOPTax U B CIIOJI3a-
1o11Iel ¢ wied mpo3padHoil matike! A T'enpu Koppo?! OH ke u yaca
He BbIiepKUT Ge3 kupauHra! A Cappa Burckaiin? TbI TOJTBKO IIO-
JyMail, 4TO ey 37ech Aenarh? Jla OHa TyT C TOCKU IIOMpeT — HU
BBINIMBKY, HU MY3bIKH, HU Pa3BlIedyeHUI.

— He nmogxonAt, roBopUIlIb? A MbI yCTPOUM T€MAaTUYECKYIO Be-
4JepuHKy, Tail. KapHaBas. Bo3BpaiieHue B 310Xy UMIIepaTopa Ap-
Typa. [J/IMHHBIe NbIIIHbIE IUIAThA U BBICOKME IIPUYECKU, KAM30JIbI
U TPOCTU. fI y>Ke IpeIBKyIIalo, KaK 0ecriofoO6HO OyAy BBIIALETH
B HapsJie TOH GJIaroCJIOBeHHOU 3moxu!

— Ox, bexku!

Taiipa moKocwIack Ha MeH:A C COMHEHUeM, a A OYKBJIBHO 3aro-
penach sTol uzeed. A uro? Eciiu Bce IOIydUTCs, MO BedepuHKa
CTaHeT IVIABHBIM COOBITHEM Cce30Ha!

— Urak, pemeno. A1 ;oroBapyuBaoCch Hac4eT €Jbl U BBIIIUBKHY,
3aKa3bIBAI0 MY3bIKAaHTOB U CJIyT-OBITOBUKOB. Jl0 3aBTPAIIIHETOo JHA
3aMOK JIOJDKeH OBbITh IIPMBEZIeH B HA/UIeXKAIIMI BUA, U IIOTHOCTHIO
TOTOB K IIpHeMy rocTei. A ThI OIlOBelljaelllb BceX HaIllMX.

— Bekku, a Kak ke pan AnekcaHap? — Taiipa Bce HUKaK He
MOIJIa IPOHUKHYTBCA TPAaHJUO3HOCTBIO MOETO 3aMbICJIa.

— Ox, Tai, He 3aHyACTBYyI! OTIly BOBCe He 00513aTeIbHO 3HATh,
4yeM MBI TYT 3aHHUMaeMcdA. V ToOToM, OH XOTeJI, YTOOBI A He ITOKU-
Jasa Pyrmen? Tak g ero U He IOKUZAIO.
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Vmesa yCTPOUTH CHOTCIIMOATEIbHYI0 BEYEPUHKY 3axBaTWIA
MeHA IIOJTHOCThIO, U oraceHusA Talipbl Ka3aauch CMelTHbIMHU. [To-
Jymaelb, nmaneHbkal Hy 4To OH MoOXxeT cmenaTh? 3ampeT MeH:A
IoMa? Tak BeJlb caM IEPBLIA U He BBIIEPKUT, 3HAET JKe, YTO TO
miymnas uged. f ¥ IOKoW — Belll HECOBMeCTHMEbIe, a B Pompuke,
B HaleM IpeKpacHoOM W KoMdopTtabeasHOM Pomprke CIUIIKOM
MHOTO IIeHHBIX, XPYIIKUX Bellleli, KOTOphIe TaK JIeTKO IIpeBparia-
I0TCA B OCKOJIKU. «AX-aX, KaK HeJIOBKO! Ul BeZib 1 HU B YeM He BUHO-
BAaTa, IIPOCTO A TaKasA HEYKIoKast!)» Ara. I mompoOyiiTe oKaKuTe
obpaTHoe.

— bBekku, Korjja Thl TaK YJIbIOAENIbCsA, MHe CTAHOBUTCS He T10
cebe, — C OIIACKOU mocMoTpeia Ha meHs Tatipa.

— He Tpycs, Taii! Bee GyzmeT oTiiaHO!

— Hapetocs, — He pasfenia Moero ontTuMusMa Tavipa.

[epecTpaxoBuiuna!l BeuHo GouTca Bcero U BcA. VI KaK MbI
TOJIBKO YMYZAPWINCH IIOAPYKUTBHCA? TaKkue pasHbIe.

Cebacmuan Kumau

TemHOTa AaBWIa. MBICIV IPUYUHAIN GOJb.

EMy XOTeloch U3rHATh UX U3 CBOEU TOJIOBBI, 3a0bITh, BepHee,
3a0BbITHCA, HO YIPAMAas IaMATh BHOBb M BHOBBH IOAKUILIBATA
ApKHUe KapTUHbI npouwioro. OHM paciiBeYUBaIl ThbMy CBOMIM Te-
IUIOM U CBETOM, 3aCTaBJIAA AYIIy BBIPHIBATHCA U3 OKOB JIEASAHOTO
CHA, a cepzille OUTHCA vallle.

OH BUje HeXKHOe, OAYXOTBOPEeHHOE JIMIIO, CJIBIIIAT BHICOKUIM
MeJIOAUYHBIN TOJIOC, OLIyINaja TOHKWII apoMaT BHPUHYyca. DHHU.
Kak 0OH MOT IPUYMHUTE eii 60y1b? Eif — eTMHCTBEeHHO JKeHIIUHE,
KoTopyto 00w, Toi, KOTo AOKeH ObLT 06eperaTh u 0 KOM 005-
3aH ObUT 3200TUThCA. ToM, YTO OGbUTA CMBICJIOM €T0 IIyCTOM YKU3HMU.

Cam Bce ucnoptwi. U, 4T0 camoe 0o6WHOe, UMEHHO TOL/A,
KOIZIA II0YTU BCETO JOOMICA.

[IIym, KOHeCITUICA OTKYAA-TO CHAPYKU, 3aCTABWI €r0 HaCTO-
POXUTHCA. YTO mpomcxoauT? BHemHUI MUp, KOTOPBIN BUAECA
JAIEKUM U HepeaJIbHbIM, BAPYT OKA3aJICA CIUIIKOM Ou3Ko. My-
3bIKa. OH cablman My3eIKy! Ho kak? Kak aTo Bo3amoxxHO? Ilo Tery
TIpouwiack TeIriad BoaHa. Cron. OH mpaBja 4YyBCTByeT CBOe Teso?!
EnuHbIi!

He Beps cebGe, OH IOMIBITAJICA TOIIEBEJIUTh PYKON U e€[[Ba He
CKPUBWICA OT 60, KUCTh CBeJIO Cymoporoif, HO OH He 06paTHI
BHUMAaHUA Ha HellpuATHLIe omyieHusa. O Het! OH roToB 6601 OJ1a-
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rofiapuTh Hebeca 3a TO, YTO YyBCTBYeT. TeJio, ero Tejio CHOBa ObLUIO
KUBBIM!

BoiGupasica u3 ckiena Aojiro. TpyaHo GbLIO 3aCTaBUTH Ofie-
PeBeHeBIIKe WIeHbI JBUTAThCA. TPYAHO OBLIO epecTaBIATh He-
THyIIHecs HOTU. U ele TpyaHee ObLIO 0CO3HATH, YTO OH CHOBA
oIyInaeT ce0s IeJTbHBIM. YM, MylIa U TeJI0 HAKOHEI-TO CTaJIN
eIHBI.

OuH 65U1 XuB. YKus!

Oco3HaHue 3TOro HAIlOJHWIO Aylly cMATeHueM. OH, IPOKJIA-
TBIA U 3a0bIThIN, skuB! [IpokisTue cuano. Cyapba majga eMy erne
OVH TIaHC.

Illar, BTOpO#... OH OTKPBUI ZBEPh U MeAJEHHO IOOpen Ha
3BYKU MY3BIKH.

[NTABA 2

Pebexka I'pundenn

— Jlenu PeGekka, TO3BOJIETE BHIPA3UTh BAM CBO€ BOCXUITeHe!

Kaxoi1 Beicokmii ciior! fI cMoTpesia Ha I'pera u He Beprla CBOUM
wrazaMm. [lepeso MHOM CTOSUI yTOHUEHHBIN IIeroib BpeMeH HMITe-
partopa Aptypa. I'peropu CUMMOHC, CaMbli 3as/IbIN JBUTOPITUK
CapTel, BeYHO B3BEPOIICHHBIN M He BUIAANIMI HUYETO BOKDYT,
KpOMe CBOHX 000KaeMbIX MOTOPOB, TOT, KTO He IIP3HABaJI HIKa-
KMX OTPaHUYeHUN U PaMOK, OTBeCIJI MHe U3AITHBIN ITOKJIOH U ra-
JIAHTHO IIoLesIoBal pyKy. He nHade, Mup comresn ¢ ymal

— Jlopr, CHMMOHC, A TIOJbIIIeHa, — He BBIXOAA M3 00pasa,
MIUIO YIBIOHYIACh IIPUATEIIO.

— Her, bekku, npasza, Tbl BBIVIAAUINL IIpOCTO... KpeB ca-
Tapu! Jlay MeHsI CJIOB HeT, KaK HEPeaJIbHO Thl BLIIVIAAVIID!

I'peropu miAzen Ha MeH: ¢ BocxuineHueM. U ato I'per! Yo yx
TOBOPUTD 00 OCTATbHBIX?

BcioMHUB, Kak JOJIr0 Mydwlack C BBIGOPOM OOJIMKA, YC-
MexHysack. [la, cerofHA JHeM MHe IpUILIoCh HomoTeTs! Taiipa
OIlpesieIIIach Cpasy, PAacKphIB HAyraJ, OAWH U3 CTaphIX ab0o-
MOB ¥ TKHYB HQJIbIIEM B IIOPTPET MIIOBUAHOM GpIOHeTKH. «BoT,
Bexku! I HanwIa CBOM Mzeas!» — peIuTeNbHO BbiAaIa Tol 1 Ipu-
HAJACh NIePeBOIUVIOMATLCA. A A JOJII0 JIMCTAIA KyPHAJBI, II0TOM
TaK JKe JOJIro OpOAWIa IO 3aMKy B ITOVMICKAaX IOAXONAIIEH Weu,
HO Ta BCe HUKAK He IIPUXOAWIA, IIOKA g He HATKHYJIACh B rajepee
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Ha ofuH mopTtpeT. Ha HeM Obula M300payKeHa MOJIOJ€HbKas Jie-
BYIIIKa — HeXKHasdA, IIOYTH BO3AYyIIHAA, C TANHCTBEHHBIM B3IVIAI0M
KPaCUBBIX TEMHO-CePBIX IJIa3 M 3araI0YHON yIbIOKoM. Hacroamasn
cBeT/asg Jefu U3 Iponuvioro! fpkue KallTaHOBbIE BOJIOCHI YJIO-
JKeHbl B HU3KUH y3eJI, TOJIoBA BBICOKO ITOJHATA, IUIaThe HAIIyXO
3aCTeTHYTO, KOPCeT NMOAYePKUBaeT UIeaIbHYIO OCAHKY.

Omna 6bUIa COBCEM Ha MeHs He IIOX0Xa, U, HaBepHOe, IMEeHHO
3TO U cTayio pemaromuM! «<AHHa Mapua Kepsyzy, — npountaia
A BUTHUEBATYyI0 HA[NWCh B HUXKHEM IIpaBoM yrioy. CKopee Bcero,
OJlHa U3 MHOTOYMCJIEHHBIX TeTylleK OoTua. XKaib, 4To 4 HUKOrJa
0c060 He WMHTEpecOoBAIaCh CeMeHHON WCTOpUel, nHade ceidac
TOYHO 3Ha/Ia ObI, KTO 3Ta Jiequ. Bpoyem, HeBaxkHO. Kakoe mHe
JleJIo 10 JaBHO MOYUBIIMX POJCTBeHHUKOB? Hacrosiee — BOT
yTO MHTepecHO! MHe Hy:XeH ObUI HeOOBIYHBIN 00pas, U A ero
Hamuia.

— Jlepu I'puHAeILI, IIPOILLY Bac, BCero OAUH TaHel! — [peropu
TIPOTSAHYJ PYKY, IIpUIJIaiasA Ha capaHTesLTy.

— AX, MWIODJ, pa3Be MOTY A BaM OTKa3aTb? — fl TOMHO B3J10X-
HyJIa, BJIOKIJIA IAJIBYUKY B J1afloHb CUMMOHCA U CJlejiana Kpolley-
HBIJ IIar eMy HaBcTpedy. Hu faTh HU B3ATH GJIarOBOCIIUTAHHAA
cBeTsasd jeau!

My3bIKaHTBI 3aUTPATU 3HOMHYIO MEJIOANIO, U MUD 3aKPYKIWICA
B CTPaCTHBIX IIa CTAPUHHOTO TaHIA. [IoToM GhUIM elfe apHET
U OpWic, 31KUTaTeIbHAA POHJZA U Becejad Iapka. MHMO MeJb-
KaJId 3HAaKOMO-He3HAaKOMBIe JIMLA, U f C TPYAOM IIOHUMAJA, KTO
ectb KTo. CTapuHHAas Of|e’Ka Y HeIIPUBBIYHbIE 00Pa3bl U3MEHIUIN
MOUX Zpy3ell A0 HeysHaBaeMocTu! MHe Ka3ajoch, YTO S BIDKY
OXKVMBIIIUX JIeIN U JIOpA0B CTapol SIOXU.

lTappu PaHCKOM, C KOTOPBIM I TaHI|eBajla PUHC, OTBECUI
YUTHUBBIN IIOKJIOH U IOZBEJI MeHs K CBepPKAIOIIMM JIAAHbIM BbI-
cTynaM ¢ HanuTkaMu. Jla-na! f Boconb3oBanack yoryramu «IIpa-
CKOTT-IOMa», U Te IIOJIHOCTBIO BOCIIPOU3BENN OOCTAHOBKY Oaib-
HOTO Bedyepa 4YeThbIPeXCOTJIeTHeW JAaBHOCTH: BAOIb CTE€H CTOAIHU
JIeJIAHbIE CTY/IbA C BLICOKMMU CIIMHKAaMMU, B OJHOM U3 YIJIOB PACIIO-
JIOXKIIVICh CHEKHbIE CyTPOOBI C IPOXJIAIUTeIbHBIMU HAlIUTKAMU,
110 KPasAM 3aJIbI KPYXKWIA MeTeJIb, a Ha HeOOoIbIIOM OaIKOHYUKe
00OCHOBAJICA HACTOAIIMK KUBOH opKecTp. Kcraty, mocienHuin
BBI3BAI MOIMHHEIN (ypop. Eme Gb1! B Hamrem obIecTse KUBast
MYy3bIKa — CJIUIIKOM OOJIBIIAsA PeAKOCTh. Bce-Taku BeK TeXHOMa-
U C ee GeCYMCIEHHBIMU JOCTIDKEHUAMHY, KOTOPBIMU TaK IOp-
JATCA COBpEMEHHbIe Maru-TeXHUKMU.
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A B3sJ1a 3aTTOTEBUINI GOKAJI MOHCKOTO U CJieJTaia GO0 IJI0-
TOK. TeplIKMii HallUTOK IIPOKATWICA II0 TOPJIy XOJIOAHOMN BOJTHOM,
BBI3BIBAsA OTBETHBIN OTKJIMK MOETO BHYTPEHHerO JIbAA.

— Bexc, Thl — reHutt! — BOCXUIIeHHO 3aMeTWI PaHCKOM. —
Tonpko TeGe B TOJIOBY MOIVIa IIPUHTU IOZOOHaA uzpes. Beue-
PUHKa B cTwiIe uMitepatopa Aprypa biarociosersoro. IIpocro
BOCTOPT!

— VYTy, — KUBHYJIA, OTBJIEKIINCh Ha IIPOHOCAIIYIOCA B TaHIlE
¢ Jwrtanom Tavipy u moBepHysach K lappu.

A cobrparack NOAEIUTHCA C HUM MBICIAMHY O OYAyINUX APCKOT-
CKUX TOHKaX, HO OTBJIEKJIach Ha IIyM, BOSHUKIINK y BX0J]a B 32y,
U 3aCThbUIA. B ABepAX CTOs/I BBICOKMU CBETIOBOJIOCHIN MY>KIMHA
U CMOTpeJI Ha MeHA Tak... fl He MoIIa IepefaTh BbIPAKEHUE €ro
JIe[IAHBbIX CMHUX I7a3. HeBepue, usymiueHue, CMATEHUE, PafiOCTh,
CTpax — 4ero TaM ToIbKO He 6pw10! Ilapr! Uto 3a 6pex MHe Mepe-
muTcA? Y moueMy Tak TyJIKO 3a0WIOCH cepiie?

A BCTPAXHYIACh U MOCTAPAIACH U30ABUTHCA OT HEIIOHATHOTO
OILYILeHUA, BOSHUKIIIETO BHYTPU.

— bekKc, ThI 4ero? — 3aMeTWI Moe COCTOAHUEe PoHCKOM.

— Bce HOpManbHO. — fI OTBesna B3IJIAZ, HO He BblAepXKaia
Y CHOBA YCTaBWIACh Ha He3HAKOMIIA. — [appy, ThI He 3Haelllb, YTO
9TO 3a TUII? — TUXO CIIPOCWIA APYyra.

— Krt0? — 3aBepres ronoBoit PaHCKOM.

— Bow, B BepAX 3aCThLIL.

— CrpanHo, — Tlappu INpUCTAIBLHO BIJIALENCA B He3Ha-
kom1ja. — He mory nmonATs. MoxeT, buut Hopzeit? OH xBactasnca
Ywuty, 4To Ha CeTOfHAIIHeN BeuepUHKe ero HUKTO He y3HaeT.

— [la HeT. Bruuin Hmke. U mnasa y Hero cBeTriee.

— A, s moust! — Fappu CTYKHYJI ce0sI 110 JIOY U IMPOKO YJIbIO-
HyscAa. — 9to Oswtap CUTIITOH!

— OTO0 BPAA, I, — C COMHEHUEeM IIPOTAHYA A. — CUTJITOH HU-
KOT/Ia He CMOT 6bI M300Pa3UTh TAKOM B3I, Jlaske B JIMUUHE.

— Torma, moxet, Kapin Kaengum? Jla Het, — I'appu TyT e
OIIPOBEPT COOCTBEHHYIO BepcHio. — He MOX0X.

— Ho Krt0 %e 310?!

— A BOT ceffyac U y3HaeM, — XMBIKHYJI IpyT. — KT0 GBI 3TO HU
ObUI, OH HAIIPABJIAETCA CIOZA.

Touyro. HesHakomel| KaK-TO yCTaJO IPOBEJ MO JOy PyKOM
U IBUHYJICA B HaIly cTopoHy. [loxozKa ero 6bLIa MeJIeHHOMH, YyTh
NIpUXpaMbIBaOIed, fepraHoi. [71asa, He OTPBIBAACH, CMOTPEIN
IIPAMO Ha MEHA.
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— YTO-TO OH CTPaHHBIN KAaKON-TO, — 033Ja4eHHO IIPOM3HEeC
Tappu.

A KuBHysa, commamaack ¢ gpyroM. Jla, HeM3BeCTHBIM BbITJIA-
JieJl... HeoObI9HO. U yeM OinKe OH IIOAXOIWUI, TeM OoJjiblliee BBI-
3bIBAJI HeZIOyMeHUe. BpIliBeTInas, 3anbUIeHHAA OfeX /A4, JJIMHHbIe
CIlyTaHHBIE BOJIOCHL, lepraHble IBUKEHUS.

— OHHHU, — OKa3aBIUMCh PAAOM, TUXO IIPOU3HEC MyKIMHA. —
DHHU, HEYKeJI! 3TO ThI?

— IIpocture?

Myx4KrHa CMOTpeJI Ha MeHs C HellepelaBaeMbIM BbIPaXKeHUEM.
MHe paxe He 1o cebe crayo. VI yuIo, KpacuBoe, ITOPOAUCTOE
JIMIIO — OTKYZJA-TO A €ro 3HaJIa. OTU YyBCTBeHHbIe I'yObI, POBHBIM
HOC, YeTKue JIMHUY OpoBel, e/[Ba 3aMeTHBIM IIpaM, TAHYIIUICAT
OT BHICKA K yTOJIKY PTa, — BCe 3TO ObUIO MHe 3HaKOMO. I cMoTpena
HAa HeU3BeCTHOTO, JIMXOPaJJOYHO ITepebupas B yme BapuaHThI. KTo?
Hy KT0 3TO MoT 6bITE? OH He MOXOAWI HU Ha OJHOTO U3 MOUX JPy-
3ei1. CoBepIIeHHO Yy>KepOSHBIN 3JIeMeHT Bedepa. I1 TeM He MeHee
A ero 3HaIa. Jlopr mo6epu, Ja 3To ke TOT CaMblii TUII, U3 aTbboMal
Kaxk Tam ero? Ce6actuan Kumnu? Touno! IHTepeCHO, KTO U3 MOUX
Ipy3el Joramajics IpUMepUTh Ha cebda o6pa3 apuCTOKpaTa Ipo-
uwroro? HlyTHUKM. ..

— Hy? 1 kt0 3T0 TYyT Yy Hac?

A ¢ obneryeHueM yIBIOHYIACH, IONONLIA K My)KYHUHe, 00XBa-
TWIA JIAJ0HAMM €TI0 JIULO U II0BePHYJIA K CBETY.

— bwwr? WMnu Omwnap? A HeT, g JOrajanack! — XMBIKHYB,
XUITHO npuiypwiack. — Tomac lapau! Touno! ToM, MoxeIlb CHU-
MaTb MOPOK, f Tebs paccekpeTrvial

A paccMesIachk ¥ OOGHAIA CBOETO JIYYIIero Jpyra.

— Hy xe, Tomac! XBaTUT CBEpJIUTL MEHA 3THUM CTPAaHHBLIM
B3mAAoM! Jla-a, IpU3HAIO, ThI IIPEKPACHO NMPUTBOPAEIILCA, HO
A Tebs y3HAIA.

— DHHU? — B rojI0Ce JpyTa IPO3ByJYaJIO HeNOAZeJIbHOE YAWB-
JIeHVe U 03ajlaY€HHOCTb.

— Ox, Tom, TobKO 6€3 3TUX TBOUX INTy4YeK! XBaTUT, MUJIBIH,
He NpUKUAbIBalica! — fl UMOKHYy/a Apyra B IeKy, pa3BepHyJach
K TAHIYIONIMM U, CAeJlaB 3HAaK My3bIKaHTaM, I'PDOMKO CKOMaH-
JOBajJa: — YBaKaeMble P3MM U P3H, Ha CYeT «TPH» CHUMaeM JIu-
4uHsl. Pa3! /Isa-al Tpu!

A mopHANA PYKy U IIeJIKHYIIA IaIblIaMU, Bo3Bpamnias cebe Ipu-
BBIYHBIN 00JIMK. 31 Tpeo6paswica. Toia YoIIOpHBIX apUCTOKPa-
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TOB IIPOLLIOTO UCYEe3JIa, YCTYIINB MECTO OOBIMHBIM COBPEMEHHBIM
JIIOAAM, a YYTUBBIE PEYU TYT K€ CMEHWINCh IIPUBBIYHBIM CJIEHTOM
U CMeIIKaMU.

— bekc, kxpeBHaa BedepuHa! Thl Jlydilie BceX, feTKa! — XJIOII-
HyJI MeHA I10 IuIedy PaHCKOM.

— Jla, PebekKa, MUKapHOe pa3BiiedeHre! — MOATBEPAWI II0-
Jomenmuii IBaH TonkoH. — TolMbKO Tebe MOIJIa IIPUITH B TOJIOBY
TaKas cymacuiefuiasg uies.

— TbI COMHEBAJICA B MOUX CIIOCOOHOCTAX? — fl OT Ay yibIo-
Hynack Apyry. Hacrpoenue npocro 3amkanusaio. IIpasaa, A Mo-
Jozperr!

— Hy 4ro T8I, feTKa! Tbl — siydiiasa!l — MB5H OAXBAaTII MeHA
Ha PYKU U 3aKPYKUIL.

— UBsH! Cymacmemmuii, Tel yTO TBOpus?! — f pacxoxora-
JIACh U NIPUHANACH LIYTIUBO KOJIOTUTh KyJIauKaMU II0 IIMPOKUM
IUIe4aM Jipyra.

— O6oxato Tebe, feTKa! — AypalUIUBO MPOKpUYaT TOIKOH
U MOLIeJIOBATI MEHA B IIEKY, a 1 MOIMBITAIACh OJEPHYThb Y3KOe KO-
poTkoe 1wiaThe. Hy Aa, 4To CKpbIBaTh? JIIOOIIO S 9KCTPEMATHHYIO
JuHy!

Ilox cmemku TI'appu VB5H OTIyCTWI MeHA U OTBECWI IIy-
TOBCKOM ITOKJIOH. B YKOpDOUeHHBIX INTaHaX XU MOAHOW PacCTAHY-
TOM MaliKe OH BBIIVIAJIN TAK KOMUYHO, YTO S He yAep>Kajiach OT
yBIOKY. IIpaB/a, CIyCTs mapy CeKyHZ Ta CIION3JIa C MOUX TIy0.

— 91, Tom, ThI 4ero? — fI ¢ TpeBOro¥ IMOCMOTpeIa Ha 3a0bI-
Toro Hamu Tomaca.

My:KX4MHa, CTOAMIMI HAlIPOTUB, TaK U He CHAJI JU4MHY. biesn-
HBIN, PaCTpeIIaHHBIN, C TOPAIIMMHU XOJIOAHBIM JIBJOM IJIa3aMH, OH
IIPOCTO IIPOXKUTAT MEHs HEeTOAYIOIIM B3IJIAJOM.

— YT0? — BO3MYILIEHHO CIIPOCWJIA fI.

— DHHY, 4TO IpoucxoguT? Kak ThI MOXKeIllb Tak ce6sa BeCTH?
U moyemy Ha Tebe 3Ta yKaCHASA WUTIO3U?

— Wiumo3ua? — fl HemoHUMarlole ycTaBwiach Ha Tomaca. Vi
aTo He Tomac? B crosAmemM HaIpOTUB MY)KYHHE ObUIO CTOJILKO He-
TIOAZEILHOIO U3YMICHUA U HEeIIOHMMAaHUA IIPOUCXOAANIET0, YTO
MHe CTaJIO He 110 ce6e. — CIIyIIai, KTO ThI TAKOH?

BHyTpU nOJHANOCH CTpaHHOe 4yBCTBO. Ha Mur mMHe mokasa-
JIOCh, YTO IIepe/l0 MHOM JIleICTBUTENbHO INIPeACTaBUTeNlb CTapoi
apuctrokpaTtuu CeBepa. Yk 60JIbHO TOPABIM U BBICOKOMEDHBIM OH
BBIIVIALEIL.
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— MHe, B CBOIO OYepeJb, TOXKe XOTeJIOCh ObI Y3HATh, KTO BbI
TaKas U KaK ITOCMeTH IPUCBOUTD ce0e BHEIITHOCTE JIeAU AHHBI?

Hesnakomelr cMOTpesI Ha MeHA TaK XOJIOAHO U HaAMEHHO, YTO,
He Oy/b 51 PeGekkoii [puHzes1, HellpeMeHHO IPOTHYJIA OBbI.

— Ciymai, KpacaB4MK, ThI ObI IOIIYCTIICA MaJIOCTh, — YC-
MeXHyJach B oTBeT. — Toxke MHe, repror CapTaHCKUU HarencA!
JaBaii, Oyap polle U He 33Jupali CBOH JJIMHHBIA HOC!

— IIpocTuTe? — B rojoce He3HAKOMIIA IIPO3BydYall Jiefl, a Ha
JIi1e IIOABUIACh U3MOPO3b.

— Of#}, ma nagHo! — paccMesuiach . — Hamyran!

— Jlenu, — OTYeKaHWI HeU3BeCTHBINA. — XOTA HeT, 0 YeM f?
Br1 He ey, 5T0 04eBUAHO. MTakK, MIWIOYKA, A IIOBTOPAIO BOIIPOC:
TI0 KAKOMY IIPaBy BbI MCIOIb3yeTe JUINHY repIoruHu CapTCKOn
U royeMy B PyrieHe cobpaach 3Ta TOJIA IPOCTONIONHOB?

— IIpocTomroaHOB?

B Hamr pasroBop BMemanca VBsH. CeiH rpada OnKOTTa U Us-
BECTHOU CapTaHCKOU aKTPUCHI BCEIA JOBOJIHHO GOJIE3HEHHO OT-
HOCWICA K BOIIPOCaM IIPOMCXOKIEeHUA.

— TbI KOTo IPOCTOMIIOAWHAME HasBaJI, 060pBaHel? — HAObI-
yicsa TonkoH. — ThI XOThb 3Haellb, C KeM PasroBapyBaelllb?

— He umero Tako# 4yecTd, — Ha Iybax He3HAKOMIA IIOSBU-
JIach XOJIOAHAA yCMeIllKa. — BrpoyeM, He COMHeBaloCh, BBI 0653a-
TeJIbHO MeHA IIPOCBeTUTe.

— UBsH TonkoH, — BBICOKOMePHO npouenwt VB. — BUKOHT
bpacc.

OH BBIIPAMWICA, HEBOJIBHO KOIMPYA UACAIBHYIO OCAaHKY CBO-
€ro MPOTUBHUKA, U 33J]paJT TTOAOO0POIOK.

Ox, Kak ke A He ymo6wia Mea Takum! TOTKOH ObUT OTJIMIHBIM
IapHeM, HO IOYEMY-TO CJIMIIKOM HOCWICA CO CBOEM POJOCIOB-
HOM. MapTHH KaK-TO CKa3as, 4To y VIB3Ha 060CTpeHHOe YyBCTBO
COOCTBEHHOIO JOCTOMHCTBA KMEHHO K3-32 HEeYHCTOKPOBHOTO
IPOUCXOXKAEeHUA. VICTUHHOMY apUCTOKpaTy HeT HYXIbI IIOCTO-
AHHO JOKa3bIBaTh CBOMU CTaTyC. Jla ¥ KAKOM B 3TOM CMbBICI? HUKTO
Be/lb B HEM He COMHEBAETCA. A BOT OCTAIbHBIM... XOTA 4Yylllb BCe
ato! Kakoe, opr nmobepu, npoucxoxenue? Kakue npusmwierun?
OnHU 06A3aHHOCTH U OrpaHUYeHus, 1 6osbiie Hudero! f 65l ¢ pa-
JIOCTBIO OTZAAJa CBOM TUTYJ 32 BO3MOXKHOCTB JKUTh KaK Bce, a He
MYy4HUTBCA OT IOCTOAHHOTO OCYKJJeHUA POACTBEHHUKOB U OT TOTO,
YTO He OmpaBAajia OXufaHuil otia. Eme Gwr! Jlopa AseKcaHap
I'pyuHIEIUT CIUT U BUAUT, YTOOBI 1 00pa3yMuIach, 3a0bUIa O CBOMX
He3[I0POBbIX, KAK OH CUUTAET, IIPUCTPACTUAX U BBIILIA 3aMY 33
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OJHOTO U3 OTIPBICKOB €ro Jpy3eil. A, Hy ellle ¥ Hapo)Kajla Kydy
HaCIeAHUKOB. YAUBUTEILHO Heslellble MeYThI!

— Ce6acruas PoHapg KUMiIN, — BOPBAICA B MOY Pa3MbIIILIe-
HUA JIeIAHOU T0JI0C He3HaKOMIIa. — [epIjor DmepcKuii.

OH oTBeCcW!I KOPOTKUM ITOKJIOH U ofiapui VIBsHa BhICOKOMeEp-
HBIM B3IJIALOM.

A mpucMmoTpenack K He3BaHOMY T'OCTIO BHUMaTeIbHee. YTo OH
ckasan? leprjor dmepckuii? M-ma. Diiepckoe repjorcTBO BOT YoKe
4YeTbIpecTa JIeT BXOAUT B JIMYHbIE BJaJleHuA umieparopa. Hago
’Ke, Kak miymo! 3aMaxHyThcs Ha Direp! CoBpasm ObI CKpOMHEe,
MO’KeT, MbI ObI ¥ IOBepIJIN. BuanMo, K 5TOM Ke MBICIH IIPUIILII
U MOHU Apy3bd. B 3ajye, TO TyT, TO TaM, CTAIM Pa3faBaTbCA KOPOT-
KHe CMeIIKH, IlepepocIirie B TPOMKUU X0X0T. CMeAInch Bce —
U IapHU, U AeBYIIKU. [ fayke HaHATBIE CIIYTH.

— Hy 761 1 Bpans! — He Bbimep:xan BaH. — Hazo xe! [eprior
Dmepckuii! A yero Tak CKpoMHO? CKasat 6bI Cpa3y — MMIIepaTop
Caprans! u Bcero Cesepal!

OH mpogonKan CMeATbCA, a A, IIALA Ha CaMO3BaHIIA, HEOXKU-
JaHHO B3/porHyJa. Jlnmo Kumim BMUT 3aj1efieHesIO, 1a3a CTpeMU-
TeJIbHO 3aBOJIOKJIO Marm4ecKo IejieHoH, a ry6bhl HCKPUBWJIA TOH-
Kaa ycMmemika. Illapr! Toneko VICTUHHOIO JIeAAHOIO HaM B 3aMKe
He XBaTajo!

— TbI Ha3BaI MeHA JIKEIIOM? — TUXO IIPOU3HEC Mar, U I10 IOy
3aKpy>Kula I03eMKa.

OHa co6upayach IO yIIaM 3aJ1a, CTATUBANACH K LIEHTPY, TYAa,
I7le CTOAJ CaMO3BaHell, JIACKaJIach K €r0 HoraM, I MHe II0Ka3ajIoCh,
YTO A BUKY B Hell JINIIa CHE}KHBIX JIyXOB.

— TbI, MQIBYMINKA, He JOCTUITIMH Ja)ke II€PBOTO YPOBHA
CHJIBI? — IIPOJOJKII TOCTb.

OH U3 HUYero Co3Aaia JeJSHON CTYCTOK U IIepeKaThIBAI ero
B JIQIOHAX, yrpoxkarmomie wAasg Ha TonkoHa. Kpes carapu! Ecimn
3TOT CyMacCHIeAIINH YIAPUT. ..

— CroiiTe! — 3aropoguB COGOM IMPOAODKAIOIIETO CMEAThC
VBa, BRIKpUKHYIA 4. — He Hy)XHO. Bac HUKTO He XoTesl 06UzeTh.
JlaBaiiTe MBI ¢ BaMU CIIOKOMHO IIPOIZieM B KaOWHET U Bce 00Cy-
JUM — U Ballle HeOXKUJAHHOe IIOABJICHUE B MOeM 3aMKe, U Ballly
POAOCIIOBHYIO, U BCE OCTAJIbHOE.

A mossonIa MOPO3HOMY y30py IIPOCTYIIUTH Ha IneKax. IlycThb
3TOT KUMJIM TIOHUMAeT, UTO Iepeli HUM He IPOCThIe PeOATHINKU
C Y/IALIBL.
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Ara. Tlonsan. OueHwr Y6paja JiefAHON IIap, OIYCTIUI PYKU
Y CIEeIIWI UX 33 CIIMHOM.

— £ comtacen moroBoputh. CaMOMy He TepPIIMTCSA Y3HATh, YTO
IIPOUCXOAUT U TJie UCTUHHBIE X03A€Ba 3TOI0 3aMKa, — XOJIOLHO
IIPOM3HeC OH, HO A yCIlesa 3aMeTUTh, KaK B ero Iasax, BCcero Ha
MUT, IPOMEJIbKHYJIA HEIIPUKPHITAsA OOJIb.

— Bor u omtmuno! — fl moBepHynack K Apy3bam: — Hukomy
He pacxonuThcA! HalMTKOB ellle MHOTO, €[Ibl — TOXKe, BeCeJIUTECH!
D, My3bIKaHTbI! ChIrpaiiTe YTO-HUOYAb 3aKUTaTeIbHOe!

Juprxep COpUEHTUPOBAJICS MTHOBEHHO. OPKeCTp TYT e Ips-
HyJ1 606C-TPOT, ¥ TOCTU 33/]ePTIHCH TTOJ] 3BYKU MOJHOM T€XHO-MY-
3bIKU. OTiI4yHO. IToKa Bce TaHIYIOT, Hy»XHO CPOYHO YBOAUTD 3TOTO
CyMacIIe/IIero.

— bBexkc, nomomps Hy:kHa? — Tappu. Mol ymHuyka lappu.
Hano »xe, He 6pocrt oxHy!

— Her, noporoit, — oTkasaynack 4. — Bce HopManbHO. MBI IIpO-
CTO Iorosopum. pem? — nosepHysace K Kumiu. Eciu or Kumiy,
KOHEYHO, B YeM A CWJIbHO COMHEeBAJIACh.

Myx4nHa MoOI4a IIOCTOPOHWICH, IIPOIyCKasdA MeHs BIIEpe..
Kakas rajlaHTHOCTB!

MeI BeIuIy U3 3ai1a, ¥ CebacTuaH cpasy ZBUHYIICA K JIECTHULIE.
VHTepecHO, a OTKyZia OH 3HaeT, KyZia UaTu?

PelltuB IOHAOJTIONATH 32 HE3BAHBIM FOCTEM, S IIOIILIA 332 HUM.

Kumiam crmyctwaca Ha TepBbIM 3TaX, CBEPHYJI HaIpaBo
¥ BCKOP€e OCTaHOBIUJICA ITepe]] BBICOKUMU JTYOOBBIMU JIBEPAMU.

— Ilponly, — KOpPOTKO MPOU3HEC OH, OTKPBIB TKEIYIO
CTBOPKY.

f ToMBKO XMBIKHyJA B OTBeT. Hazmio »ke, pacmopskaeTca Tak,
Oy/TO MMeeT Ha 3TO IpaBo!

B kabuHeTe OGBUIO CyMpayHO W YHBUIO. TeMHEBIe GapxaTHbIe
NOPThepbl 3aKPbIBAIM OKHA, TPOMO3JKME KHIDKHBIC IIKaQbl
MPaYHO BBICHJIVCH BJIOJIb CTE€H, OTPOMHBIN IIMCbMEHHBIH CTOJI, Ha-
TIOMUHAIOMMYI 3MmadoT, 3aHMMaJI IOYTU TOJIOBHHY ITOMeIeHUA.
V:xacHasa koMmHara! Briopy crpansbie BUTPOChI CHUMATB!

— HWTak, — IO-XO3AMCKM YCEeBIIMCh 3a CTOJ, IIPOU3HEC
Kumu. — [ iy o6bACHeHUIA.

— OOBACHeHUI?

A egBa He TOMepXHyJIach OT MOAOOHOIN HamtocTh. Het, Hy
kakoB! He ycrien 0ka3aTbcs B KaGHUHeTe, KaK TYT JKe 3aH: JIydlee
MeCTO, OCTaBUB MHe KOTYeHOTUH CTYJI I IoceTUuTee!

— lIMeHHO, — KaK HU B 4YeM He ObIBAJIO KUBHYJI STOT THUIL.
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— Tak, nmomoxauTe, g BCe IIPAaBWILHO NOH:AIA? Bl ABWINCH
B MOHN [IOM, UCHOPTWIU BeYEPUHKY, YTPOXKAIU MOUM APY3bAM
U Tenepb TpebyeTe 0O0bscHeHUIT?! — f ycTaBWIACh HAa HE3BAHOTO
TOCTA, IIOPAYKAACh €ro HaXaJIbCTBY.

— He crouT Tak BO3MyIIAThbCA, I0OHAA JIeQU, — YCMEXHYJICA
TOT. — UTaK, ZaBaiTe MO MOPAAKY.

Kumiy 3akuHyJI HOTY Ha HOTY UM BOJBIOTHO OTKMUHYJICA Ha
CIIMHKY KpeuIa.

— Bo-iepBbIX, A ABWICA B (80U, — OH T'OJIOCOM BBIAEJIWI 3TO
CJIOBO, — JIOM. BO-BTOPBIX, TO cOopHUIle, YTO BbI Ha3bIBa€TE JIPY3b-
SIMU, BPAJ, JIU JOCTOMHO YeCTU TOCTUTH B PyrieHe, a B-TpeTbUX, —
OH IIpeAyIIpeXJarolie IMOSHAI PYKY, He IIO3BOJIAA BO3MYTUTbHCA He-
CIIPaBeIUBHIMU CJIOBAMY, — €CJTU ObI A IEHCTBUTENBHO YTPOXKAT
3TUM COIUIAKAM, TO OT HUX He OCTAJIOCh ObI M MOKPOTO MeCTa. YK
MO>KeTe MHe II0BePUTb.

N g nmoBepuia. BbLIO YTO-TO B BBIPAKEHUHU €TI0 JIUIA, YTO IIPU-
JlABAIO BeC CKa3aHHBIM CJIOBAM.

— BuKy, BBI BCe IIOHAIM IIPAaBWIBHO, — IIPOHUIATEIBHO
3aMeTWI Mo cobeceqHuK. OH efBa 3aMeTHO YCMEXHYJICA U TIPO-
JOoJDKWI: — YTo K, TOrJa JaBaiiTe CUMTATh IPOU3OIIe/Iee Helo-
pasymeHueM u monpobyeM HadaTh Bce cHadana. Urak. Kak Bac
30BYT?

OH mocMOTpes Ha MeHA BJIACTHBIM, He IO3BOJIAIOIINM OCIy-
MIaThCA B3UIAAOM. 3HAT GBI OH, CKOJIBKO 5 32 CBOIO JKU3Hb IIOI00-
HBIX B3IJIAZJOB HACMOTpPesach!

— Bbl mpejraraeTe jieiu IpeACTaBUTHLCA IIePBOM?

— A BBI yTBEPXKAeTe, YTO Bbl JIeAU? — UPOHUYHO IIPUIIOAH AT
6poBb Kumiu. — BopoueM, HeBaXXHO. ECJIM BbI IIOMHUTE, 5 yiKe
Ha3bIBaJI CBOE MM, HO BalIlIeTo [0 CUX IIOp He 3HAIO.

— Jlenu PeGexkka I'punzeswr, mo4yb reprora [uBerickoro. —
A mpoxiasHO yIbIOHYIACh COGECeTHUKY.

— Tepuora I'meetickoro? [>koHa? — yrouyHwI Kumim.

— JIxoH DckotT [puHze — Mol fef,.

— CrpaHHO. A Baml OTell...

— Anekcasp JlaBeHap ['punzesI.

— He wibmman o TakoM, — 3alyM4YMBO IIPOTAHYJ My>KIMHA. —
3HA4UT, 0Yb TepIora.

OH 1ToCMOTpeJI Ha MeHA C COMHEHMEeM U B3I CO CTOJIA CTaphlil
anpMaHax. [lepenncTHyB napy crpanun, Kumnu 3acteul. Berpaxe-
HUe ero JIMLa U3MeHWIOCh, 10 IeKaM 3a3MeJICA MOPO3HBIU y30p.

HHTepecHO, 9YTO BBI3BAIO TAKYIO PeaKIUI0?
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A 9yTb BBITAHYJIA IIEI0, MTBITASICH PACCMOTPETh U300paKeHue,
B3BOJIHOBaBlllee KMMJIY, HO TOT 3aXJIOIHYJI JIbMaHaX U OTJIOXKII
€ro B CTOPOHY.

— JlagHo, NOIIyCTUM, Bbl TOBOPUTE IIPaBJAy, — POBHO IIPOM3-
Hec MyX4uHA. — Ho kKakuM o6pasoM PyrmeH okasajicA BaIinMm
JoMoM? HacKoJIbKO s ITOMHIO, [MBelicKre HUKOTIA He IMPUXOAU-
JINCh POACTBEHHUKAMU BJIafieIbIlaM 3TOTO 3aMKa.

— Bamu cBeseHNA JaBHO yCTapeinn, — A IoXKaJla IUIe4aMU. —
Mos aBOIOpOzfHAA TeTKa ObLIA JAIbHEN POJCTBEeHHUIEH UMIIepa-
TOpa, PyraeH jocrasca MoeMy OTIy IOC/Ie ee CMepTU. A BBI Jieli-
crBuTenbHO CebGactran Kummu?

— UYrt0? — My)X4urHa nepeBesl Ha MeHA PacCessHHbBIN B3IVIAL,.

— Br1 mpaBaa cumtaere, 4TO Bac 30ByT Kumutm?

— Jla, — KOPOTKO OTBeTWI MOM BM3aBU, HO A BUJeJA, YTO
MBICIAMY OH ObUI OY€Hb JJAIEKO.

— A Kak BbI 00BsAcHUTEe TOT (akT, yro CebGacTraH PoHAIBA
Kumiiu BOT yrKe 4eThIpecTa JieT KaK IIOKOUTCA B yChIIATbHUIIE Py-
TIeHa?

— Ilokowica, — MAIIMHAIBHO MOIPABIWI MeHA coOecelHUK,
MIPOAOJLKAA HAIIPAXKEHHO CMOTPeTh Ha IIOPTPET UMIlepaTtopa Ap-
Typa.

— YTO 3HAaYUT — NOKOWICA? — IIePeCIIPOCUIA .

— A TO U 3HauUT, — XMYypO IIOCMOTPeB Ha MeHs:d, IIPOM3HeC
My41Ha. — CKOJIBKO, BbI TOBOPUTE, A TaM IIPOJIeKaI?

— DTO0 BBI TOBOPUTE, YTO IIPOJIEKAIN, — YTOUHUIA A1

— HeBaxkHo. CKOJIBKO? — B €ro rojioce IOCIBIIAIOChH eaBa
CliepKHBaeMoe HeTepIleHue.

— Cyas mo jaTe CMePTH, YKa3aHHOM Ha HAATPOOUHU, TIOYTH Ye-
TBIPECTA JIET.

A ¢ HacMenIKO¥ MOCMOTpeJIa Ha cBoero Bu3aBM. [IpaBaa, 4yTh
MO3Ke HacMeIKa HCYe3Ja, YCTYIIMB MeCTO KaIocTU. Iloxoxe,
3TOT HECYACTHBIN IPOCTO OoJIeH. Pa3Be MOXKET YeJI0BeK B 3[PaBOM
yMe yTBepXJaTh, YTO BOCCTAJI U3 MEPTBLIX?!

— YeTsIpecTa JIeT, — 3ayMYMBO IIOBTOPWJI 3a MHOM Kumiin.

JlagHo, Jero yx TaM, mycTb 6yaet Kummu. Haso ke MHe Kak-To
€r0 Ha3bIBaTh?

— Kro0 y Bractu? — HeoxuzsaHHO cripocwt Kumimn. — Mmire-
parop?

— Jla.

— Kak ero 30ByT?

— Puyapg.
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— Puyapa? A Kak ’ke... — OH He JOTOBOPWJI U IIOTep JIOO. —
A KTO OBUI IO HEro?

— Hmmneparop Aptyp. KcraTty, y Bac B pykax ero IopTper.

— Ho 310 x%e He ApTyp, a DaBuH! — yauswica Kuwim, pas-
BEpHYB KO MHe aJIbMaHaX U TKHYB IAIbLIEM B U300paKeHue BbI-
COKOT0 CpeGpOBOIOCOTO MYXKUMHBL. — [lepBbIii Koponb CeBepa.
ITouemy BBI Ha3bIBaeTe ero ApTypom?

— A, TaM Takasd 3allyTaHHasA UCTOPHsA! — g MaxHy/a PyKOH. —
BTo Crapble BpeMeHa, /10 310X TeXxHoMaruu. Torja eine Bepwin
B 6OTOB U IIPOYYIO IIOZOOHYIO MYTh. ..

JloroBopuTs £ He ycIiesa.

— MyTtb? — nepebut Kumiiu. — Bbl He BepuTe B 60roB? — OH
ITOCMOTpeJI Ha MeH:I ¢ YKOPOM, KaK Ha IIymoro pe6enka. — He 6o-
UTeCh UX HaKa3aHUA?

— ®pro! — /I npucBUCTHYIIA U 6eCIedHOo YIbIOHYIach. — Bpura
Hyxza! Ceifyac HUKTO U He IIOMHUT 00 3TUX JPEBHUX CAPTCKUX
CKa3Kax.

— Ckaskax? — pacTepsAHHO IIepecIIpOCI My»K4rHa. Bce mpe-
BOCXOZICTBO MUTOM CJIeTeJIO C ero HaJMeHHoH ¢usnoHomuu. OH
CHOBa 1oTep JI06 ¥ HaxMypwiIca. — Hudero He moHnmar. Kak Bl
ckasanu? Crapble BpeMeHa?

— Hy pa, snoxa Aptypa biarocioBeHHOIO — 4YUCTad Marud,
JlefiAHbIe oA BOKPYr CapTaHbI, HEIIPOXOAMIMOE KOJBIIO CWJIBI,
TaiiHbI CeBepa U Bce TaKoe.

A saxkuHysa HOry Ha Hory. [I1aTee 3apayoch IIOYTH o Oezep,
HO A He CTajla ero oflepruBarhb. 3a4eM? MHe CTeCHATbCA Hedero.

— IlomoxxzauTe, TO, YTO BBI MepedyncTwIv, — Kuwmim Haxmy-
PWICA M yCTaBWICA Ha MOU HOrU. — Pa3Be celf4ac 4YTo-TO U3MEeHU-
JIOCB?

— Koneuno! Caprana Oosbllle He OTTOpOK€HA HEIIPUCTYII-
HBIMU JIBAAMU, MUPOM IIPABUT IIPOTPeCcC, a MMIIePAaTOp UIpaeT
YHCTO HOMUHAIBHYIO POJIb. fI GBI JaXKe CKa3ayia, JeKOPAaTUBHYIO —
Hy, IePEeMOHUM TaM pas3Hble, HarpOKJeHMA, IapafgHble BBIXOJbI
U IIpoyYas MOoKasyxa.

A xauHyna TydenbKOH, C yI0BOJIbCTBHEM HabIIoAasa, Kak Giec-
HYJIU IJ1a3a MYXYUHBI.

— Kakue uHTepecHble IepeMeHBI, — THUXO IIPOGOPMOTAI
Kumiu, Tak ¥ He OTBOZS B3WIALA OT MOMX HOT. — Eije GbI paso-
OpaThCA C MyTaHULIEH VMEH. ..

— A BOT C 3TUIM IIOMOYb He MOry, — A 06eCIeqHo IToKasa Iule-
yamu. — fl He BepIO B IVIyIIbIe JIeTE€HbI.
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— JlereHgp1? A s GBI He IPOYB UX YCIIBIIIATE.

Kumiiu nopHaAI rnasa, IpUCTAIBHO B3IVIAHYI Ha MEHs U ellBa
3aMeTHO ycMexHyicA. Hlapr! f mo4yBcTBOBajla, KakK IO CIIMHE
TIPOKAaTWICA TIpefaTebCKUN XOMOJOK, U HEBOJBHO ITOEKMIACh.
CTpaHHBIN OH KaKOM-TO, 5TOT He3BaHbIM rocTs. M1 Marusa y Hero
cTpaHHad. Kak GyTo HachlleHHAsA IIepBO3/IaHHBIM JIBAOM. XOTA
410 3TO0 A? Heyxkenu uciyramiacy?

— Jla? — mepebGOPOB HENOHATHYIO CKOBAHHOCTDb, CKeIITHUYe-
CKU nocMoTpesnia Ha Kumiu. — f, KoHeyHO, He caMbIU ITOAXOJA-
IIMI PacCKasdMK, HO pa3 Bbl HaCTaMBaeTe. ..

— Hacrausaw. — KuMIN KUBHYJI U OTJIOXKWI B CTOPOHY aJIb-
MaHax. — U mocTapaiiTecb HUYEro He YIIyCTUThb, — BJIACTHBIM
TOHOM IIPHAKAa3aJI My>KIYMHA.

— A BBI IIOCTapaiiTech MHe He yKa3bIBaTh, — HA/JIMEHHO IIPO-
nenwia s1. — He 3a6bIBaiiTe, YTO HaXOMUTECh B MOEM JIOMe.

Korma BosHMKasa HeOOXOOVMOCTb, S yMeJa IIOCTaBUTh Ha
MeCTO JIF000TO Hariena. A 3TOT TaK ¥ HAIIPAIIUBAICA Ha XOPOIIYIO
TPeIIKY.

Kumin ycraBwicd Ha MeHd 3ajlefleHeBIIUM B3mLAgoM. O, 1o-
JyMaems! Hamresn yeM uCIyraTh.

— U He HY’XHO TaK CMOTpPeTb, — XMbIKHyJIa A. — He BIleyat-
sAeT. KcraTu, Bbl cobrpaeTech CIymIaTh WIN MOXeM IIPAMO ceii-
4ac pacnpomaTbCca?

My»x41Ha IIOMpPaYHes 1 IJIyX0 IIPOU3HEC:

— PacckaspiBaiite. — U HeoXoTHO fo6aBwt: — Iloxanyiicra.

— JlagHO, — MHe HaJjoeJIo IIpenuparbca. — B obimeM, eciou
BEPUTH JIeTeHJIaM, II0CjIe CMepTU umIieparopa Teomopa, Koraa Ha
CeBepe HACTyHnWIM CMyTHble BpeMeHa, OKaMeHeBIIMII KOPOJIb
DIBUH OYHYJICA OT CBOETO MHOIOBEKOBOIO CHa M cmac CapraHy
OT rubenay. A MOTOM BBIACHWIOCH, YTO 3TO U He DIBUH BOBCE,
a OpIBmMi HamecTHUK CapTbel ApTyp, repuor CapraHckuil. ToT
CaMbIf, YTO OCTAaHOBWI IIPOPBIB, YTPOKABIINN ITOJTHOCTHIO Pas-
pymuTh cronuiy. IKoGBI ero AyIia BO3POIIUIACH B Tejle KOPOJIA
DnBuHA. TaM eme 6bUIO ABIeHME OOTMHU U NIPOYLe, IOIAraony-
ecd B TAKUX CJIydasdx aTpuOyThl. BoobIne, ¢ MMeHeM uMIIepaTtopa
ApTypa CBA3aHO CTOJIBKO MUCTUYECKOIO Y YyIeCHOIO, YTO TPYLHO
TIOHATD, KaK Bce ObUIO Ha caMoM Jfienie. COBpeMeHHbIe UCTOPUKY,
KOHEYHO, ITBITAIOTCA OTHEIUTh peabHble COOBITHA IIPOIUIOTO OT
BBIMBINJICHHBIX, HO 3TO JOBOJIBHO CIOXKHO. [IoKa cpeay y4eHbIX
HeT eINHOro MHeHUA o CTapoi sIoxe.
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— BBl y:ke BTOpOW pa3 ymoTpeGwiu BeIpakeHue «Crapas
anoxa», — Kumiu BowicAd B MeHA JeAAHBIM B3IIALOM. f IIo-
YyBCTBOBAJIA, KAK BHYTPH IIEBEILHYJICSI XOMOAOoK. YTo 3a Gpen?
C Kakux 3TO IIOp A CTajJa pearupoBarhk Ha 4el-To jeA? — 4Yrto
VIMEHHO OHO O3HadaeT? — MPOAOLKII MyKIMHA.

— Eomn BepuTh O0QUIMATBHON BepCHYU, BpeMeHa HanGOIb-
mero pacrnBera M OmarogeHcTBusA CapraHbl. Tak Ha3bIBaeMas
anoxa Aprypa biiarocioBeHHOTO.

A npuHANACH paccMaTpUBaTh COOGCTBEHHBI MaHHUKIOp. 3a
TPH JHs, IPOBeJIeHHbIE B CCBUIKE, JIAK YyTh MOGJIEK U CMOTPEJICS
CJIMIIKOM CKpOMHO. Hasto 661 0GHOBUTE.

— A 1zie ceifyac umneparop Aptyp? Ymep? XoTda o0 yeM A? —
B rojioce KUMIM MOCIBIMIAIIOCH HATIpsKeHue. — JlefiAHbIe He YMU-
PpamwoT.

— Brl Bepurte B 2Ty 4yiib? — f yAMBIEHHO IIOCMOTpeJIa Ha Co-
GecemHUKA.

— Ilouyemy — 4yIb? — Inepecrpocwi ToT. — JlefsgHbIe MOTYT
>KUTH OYeHb JIOJITO0, II0KA CAMU He pellaT YHTHU U3 XKU3HU, 9TO 00-
1IeM3BeCTHBIN (PaKT.

— M-za. 1 oTKyZa TOJIBKO BBI B3AIUCE? XOTS [a, BBI Belb BOC-
CTaJIM U3 MEPTBBIX, — IIOKA4aB TOJIOBOM, A C YCMEIIKOU IIOCMO-
TpeJia Ha My>X4VHy. — Hy 3T0 eI BepUTH BalllUM CJI0BaM.

— BbI B HUX COMHeBaeTeCh? — Pe3KO CIPOCI OH. — CyuTaere
MeHA JDKeIoM?

— Hy... — { 3amanace. He xoresioch 0GMKaTh YOOTroro 4yeiro-
BeKa. — Hert, BbI, BepOATHO, BepUTe B TO, YTO ObUIM MEPTBBI, HO...

— HpgeMTe, — pesko IONHABIIMCH M3-3a CTOJA, IIPUKA3all
Kumwmu. — Al jokaxky BaM, 9YTO TOBOPIO IIPaBAYy.

OH IpOTAHYI MHe PYKY, IIOYTU CAEPHYJI CO CTYJIa U IOBeJ 3a
Co601.

— D, noocropoxHee!

A mombITanmack BBIPBATh JILOHb U3 KPEIKOIO 3axBaTa CyMac-
mepirero, Ho Kumin He o6paTwl BHUMaHUA Ha MOU JKaJIKUe
noneITKU. OH CTPEMUTENIBHO IeJI BIepe[, JIETKO HaXoAsA AOPOry
B 3aIlyTaHHOM JIAGMPHHTE TEMHBIX KOPUIOPOB, I MHE OCTaBAJIOCh
TOJIBKO CJIEFOBATh 33 HUM, THXO 60pModa npoxiAtus. Her, 1 He
60s11aCh, YTO OH IPUIUHUT MHe Bpe. Bce-Taku mar s wiu kto? Ho
U OCTaHaBJIMBATh ero He XoTesla. Bo MHe IIpOCHY/ICA IPUBBIYHBIN
aBaHTIOPU3M U JIIO00Bb K ITpUKIIoueHuAM. KpeB catapu! YBepeHa,
3TOT IIapeHb BIIOJIHE CIIOCOOeH MHe UX 00eCIIeqnTh!
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Tem BpeMeHeM MbI MUHOBAJIV IEPBBIA ITAXK, CIIYCTWIIVICH
B IIOZIBAJI, JOJITO I€TJLIATIN B IIOJIyTeMHBIX OTBETBIICHUAX KOPHAO0Pa
U HaKOHeIl NIPUIUIX B CTapylo yChIMaIbHUIYy. Xa! A Belb He TaK
JIAaBHO A ObUIA yBepeHa, YTO HOI'M MoeH 37iechk He OyzeT! Hy 4TO X,
He Bce 00elaHus ObIBAIOT BHITIOTHEHHBIMU.

— Bot, — momoiiAg K OMHOM M3 TPOGHMUII, 3aABUI MOU CITyT-
HUK. — Bugure?

OH nmocMOoTpeJI Ha MeHA € IPeBOCXOACTBOM.

— W 9T0 4 Ho/mKHA YBUZeTH? — PAaBHOAYIIHO ITIOMHTEpeCcoBa-
JIach 1, PasIIAABIBAA CTApUHHOe 3aXOpoHeHUe. M-ja. OmryiieHue,
YTO 3eCh U3PAMHO ITOPAOOTAIN BAaHAAIBI — KaMeHHAaA KPBIIIKa
pa3buTa Ha HECKOJIBKO YacTel, OrPOMHAsA CTaTys, TOJ03PUTEIBHO
TIOXO2KasA Ha MOero cobeceHIKa, BAJLIETCA B YIIy CKJIEIa, a caMa
rpoGHUIIA AGCOIIOTHO ITyCTa.

— Kaxk gt0? ToT (axT, 4TO 37ech HeT Tesla, BaM HU O yeM He
TOBOPUT? — BO3MYTWICA My>KUMHA.

— He-a. — I GecrieyHo yIbIGHYIACH.

— To ecTb? — He noH:T Kumn.

— A 1o u ectb. HeT Tesla — HeT mpo6iem.

My:k4urHa TOCMOTpeJI Ha MeH:A, KaK Ha CyMacIIe/IIyIo

— Kak Bac TaM 30ByT? — 33[yMIMBO CIIPOCIUI OH. — PeGeKka?
Tak BoT, Pe6ekka, BbI MeHs ITyraete. Kak MOXKHO GBITh TaKOH... —
Kuwtu Ha MUT 3aMOJTYaJT, TIBITASACh OBJIAAETh COOOH, a IIOTOM, J0-
roBopwi: — Takoi... 6ecrieqHon?

A noHANA, YTO eMy XOTeJIOCh YIIOTPeOUTh COBCEM APYToe CI0BO,
U 3TO 3aCTaBIWJIO MEH: YCMeXHYThCA:

— JKY3HB CJIMIIKOM KOPOTKA, YTOGBI OTHOCUTHCA K HeH ce-
PBE3HO.

— Kopotka?

— Hy pa. Cro j1eT — He TOT CpPOK, KOTOPBII CTOUT TPAaTUTh BITy-
cTyio. Hy)XHO yclieTh HaCJIaAUTBLCA UM TI0 IIOIHOM! XOT:A, TOBOPAT,
paHbIlle JeJAHbIe KWIM II0 TPUCTA, 3 HEKOTOpPble U IO IATHCOT
JIeT.

A B3moxuyna. Ecim Beputs nerernaMm, benasa JleBa cokpaTuia
BpeMs KU3HU CapTOB, YTOOBI Te OOJIbIIe ero IIeHIIH.

— JlegsAHbIe MOTYT IIPOXKUTH U THICAYY JIET, — IIpeHeOpe -
TeJIbHO 3aMeTw! KuMmin, U Ha JuIle ero IOABWIOCH CTpaHHOe
BhIpaKeHHe. To JIM TOCKJIMBOe pasfyMbe, TO JIU JIeTKas I'PYCTh.
TpyaHO OBUIO ITOHATH, YTO UMEHHO, HO MHE OTYero-To CTajyio He
1o ce6e. TepreTh He MOTy IOJOOHOe COCTOAHUeE. VI TpyCcTUTH He
J06510. HeIIpoZyKTUBHOE 3TO 3aHATHE.
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— JlagHoO, TaK BbI yTBep)KJaeTe, YTO IPOJIKAIU B 3TOM MO-
TWIe YeTbIpecTa JIET?

A ycMexHysnace ¥ mpoBesia JIaJlOHBIO II0 XOJIOAHOMY KaMHIO
rpo6HUIEL. Ha BHyTpeHHel CTOpOHe OTYeTIMBO BUHEIINCh CIIe/IbI
3acoximreil KpoBu. Hazo »xe! A Beib Kak HeJ1abo A IPIUIOXKIIACH
0 IIoCJIeJHee IIPUCTaHulle ImpegKal

— Ilo-Bamemy, s iry? A Teno? Kak Bbl 0OBSICHUTE €ro OTCYT-
cTBUE?

— Tomymaems! Ckopee Bcero, 3T0 IPOCTO Yel-TO PO3BITPHIIIL.

Kuwiz mocMoTpes Ha MeHs, KaK Ha CyMacHIeAIyo.

— U xoMy MOIJIO IOHAZOOUTHCA CTOJIb COMHUTEIBHOE PasBJie-
4YyeHHe? — HaCMeIUIMBO YTOYHWI OH.

— O ueM BbBI? B 3aMKe IIOJIHO Hapofa, 3TO MOT CAEIATh KTO
yrogHo. HaBepHoe, MJIBYUKY Pa3BiIeKIUCh. — f HeOpekHO I1o-
»KaJIa IUIeYaMU.

— To ecTb 11 BAaC ¥ BAIIKX Jipy3eil HOZO0OHbIe Pa3BIedeHus —
HOpMa?

OH X7aJ1 0TBeTa, HAIIPsLKEHHO CIEeINB 3a CIIMHOM PYKU.

— He 10 4TOOBI HOPMa, HO 0COOOTr0 IIHeTeTa IIepe, YCOMITUMU
MbI He UCIIBIThIBAEM.

A IeTKOMBICJIEHHO YJIBIOHYJIACH U, JOCTAB U3 IIOPTCUTapa TOH-
KyI0 «AJIbCKPW», 3aKyPWIA.

Ha ymmnie Kumiiu mpoMesIbKHYJIO YAUBIIEHUE:

— BbI Kypurte?

— Jla, a 9yTO0?

— Ho BoI Befip. .. jequ!

U CTOJIBKO HENOAZEIHLHOIO BO3MYINEHUs ObUIO B €ro royioce,
4TO A paccMesIach:

— W ur0?

— Her, He nOHNMal0, — ITOKa4aJI FTOJIOBOM MyX4nHa. — OTCyT-
CTBUe IIPUIMYHON OfleKbI, KypeHue... MoeT, BbI ellle U IIbeTe?

OH noCcMOTpeJsI Ha MeHsA C OCYXKACHUEM.

— ass Bac oropuats, HO — J1a, IBIO.

— Ynamu carap! Y1 aTo — mo4s reprora! Uto e Torma roBOpUTh
0 npocTomoguHax?! bolock IpefcTaBUTh, KaK U3MEHWICA MUP.

Krmin Ha ceKyHJy 3aflyMaJIcs, a II0TOM Pe3KO CIIPOCIL:

— HWmmneparop Puyapg... Kem oH npuxogutca ApTypy?

— OTO €ro ChIH.

— CpIH? — MyX4YMHA Ha MUT 33[yMaJICA, a IIOTOM PeIIUTeIbHO
BCKUHYJI TOJIOBY ¥ OOBeJI CKJIeIl MPauyHbIM B3IJIAZIOM, IlepeBeJI ero
Ha MeHA U npukasair: — Cobupairech, MblI efieM B CapTy.
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— Mpr?

f mocMoTpesa Ha Hero ¢ HacMmemnKoil. Toke MHe, KOMaHAVP
Hamrenca!

— IlapeHb, ThI U3BBUHU, KOHEYHO, HO JIUMUT MOET0 TepIlleHU:A
ucuepnaH. [otiziem, 1 BeJtio Tebs HAKOPMUTB, IAM HEMHOTO JIeHer
U IIOKaXXy IOPOIY B JIePeBHIO. A Jajbllle — caM. XO4Yellb — WU
K UMIIepaTopy, xouellb — B Opr¢iar, Xoyellb — BO BJIafeHUA
Besoii leBbl. Ho — 6e3 MeHA.

— Tak, 3HaYUT? — My)XYMHa XUIIHO NpUIlypuwiIca. — JlagHo.
MHe He HyXXHBI ITOfauku. [Ipomiaiite, I0HaA Jiefu, HaZeloCh, MbI
C BamMu GoJIbIIe He YBUAUMCAL.

OH yCcMexHy/ICH, KOPOTKO IOKJIOHWICA U HAIpaBWJICA K BBI-
XOmy.

— DH, JjaBaii XOTh JIeHeT JjaM. Jlo CTOIUIIBI Iy Th HeOIU3KUM.

A saTymwia curapetry U ABUHYJIACH (JIIOM 32 CyMacCIIeAIIM
TOCTEM.

— MWIOCTBIHIO He IPUHUMAI0, — Pe3KO OTBeTWI TOT, Ilepe-
CTymas BBICOKUN KaMeHHbIN ITOPOT.

Ha gymie crajo TpeBOXHO. Bce-Taku HeXOpOIIO IIOTy4aeTcs.
YesioBeK ABHO He B cele, a  BHIIPOBAKUBAIO €ro Ha yiuily. Maio
JI 4TO C HUAM CIIlyYUTCA?

— Croii! — He BbIZepKaiIa 4. — Jla TOZOXKIU ThI!

f porHana CTpeMHTeNIBHO IIAraloInero My>KUYMHY M CXBaTWIa
ero 3a PyKY:

— JlagHo, u3BMHU. [lonuty, BhIIETIO Tebe KOMHATY, IepeHo-
4yellb, a 51 TOKa CBIKYCh C OTIIOM U OOBSACHIO €My CUTYaIUIo.
Jymaro, OH CMOKeT TeGe ITOMOYb.

«A TBI — MHe», — mo6aBwia Ipo cebsA. IToxoxke, y MEHS I0O-
SABWICA IIAHC JOCPOYHO NMOKWHYTH PyrmeH. HyXHO TOiIbKO 06-
IyMaTh, KaK IPeIOAHEeCTH OTIy CHOICIINOATeThbHYI HOBOCTHb
0 «BO3BpameHu» Kumin. A 4To? Tak U CKaXXy — BOCCTaN U3
MepTBBIX Balll JPAKAUIINI POACTBEHHUK. A TaM, IIOKa pasbe-
PYTCA, 4TO K UeMy, A yKe YCIelo yexaTh Ha rmobepexbe. [10KUBy
y Tetu [BeH, AyMalo, OHa He OTKaXkeTCd Ha IIapy HeZeslb IIPUIO-
TUThH «IIPOKJIATbe ['PUHEIIOB», OTHOXHY OT CTOJUYHON CyeThl,
paccinabiiock.

— A moueMy MBI He MOXeM IMPSAMO celdyac OTIPaBUTHCA
B CapTy? — HeJJOBOJILHO IIOUHTEPeCOBAICA Kumiu.

— IloToMy 4TO A4 He MMel0 IIpaBa IOKUAATH PyraeH, — Heo-
XOTHO IOACHWIA 4.

Kumiiu oKUHYyJI MeHA HaCMeIUTUBBIM B3IJIAOM.
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— YT0? — BO3MYIIEHHO YCTaBWIACh B OTBeT. — Jla, y MeHA
po0JIeMbl, HO Te0sT 3TO HUKAK He KacaeTcs. Viau maBait. Vitu ThI
coOpajica B 5TOM IIOZIBAJIE BCIO HOYb IIPOTOPYATH?

— A KOrZa 3TO MBI yCIIeJy IlepedTh Ha ThI? — HacMeILINBO
TIOKOCHJICS Ha MeH: HeCHOCHBIN Harvel.

— AX, IpoCcTUTe, Ballla CBETJIOCTh! — He MeHee HAaCMEIUIMBO
VJIBIOHYJIACh B OTBeT. — He XoTesa Bac IIOKUPOBATh Helono6aro-
muM obpamenveM. He coGiaroBosuTe Jii BBl IPOCIENOBaTh 32
MHOM, TTyOOKOYBaKaeMbI PIIA?

— BezauTe, — Ha ITOJTHOM cepbe3e OTBeTWI Kumn.

Her, xakoB, a?! 3a Ay1Ioi HU I'PoOIIa, a CTPOUT U3 ce0s HeBeCThb
yTo! PBIPKHYB, 060IIUIa HETIOABIKHO 3aCTBIBIIErO rOCTS U HaIpa-
BUJIACh K BBIXOLY.

— U Kax BBI He IIafiaeTe C TaKOM BBICOTHI? — 3aJyMUYUBO BO-
IIPOCWI MY»K4MHA. fl IOYYBCTBOBAJA, KaK MOIO CIIMHY IIPOXKeT Jie-
JAHOU B3IJIAA. BepHee, He caMy CITHHY, a TO, YTO IIOHIKe.

— BnI uMeeTe B BUZy MOM TY(DEIbKU?

YIBIGHYBIIVC, IOCMOTpPEJIA Ha TBOpeHue ['nro Moy,

— A 3710 TyQan? — CKenTU4ecKu XMBbIKHyI Kumiu. — OHu
6OoJIbIIIe IIOXOKY Ha IIBITOYHBIE YCTPOKCTBA BpeMeH KoposiA Paysis.

— Op10! — HaCMENUIMBO NMPUCBUCTHYJA A. — TOJIBKO He B3Ay-
MaiiTe CKa3aTb 06 3TOM capTCKUM MogHuIam! OHU BaC IPOKJIAHYT!

MbI BHIOpIMCH U3 TIOABAIA, HOAHMINCH HAa TPETUN ITAXK,
U A 1toBesia KUMJIU BAOJB JIMHHOTO PAJA ABepel.

— Bort, — pacriaxHyB onHy 13 HUX, 00epHyIach K My»xJrHe. — Pac-
TI0oJIaraiTech, 37IeCh BbI HaliZleTe Bce HeoOxomumoe. UyTh mozxe mpu-
CJIyTa pUHeCeT BaM YKUH. EC/IU YTO-TO TTOHAIOOUTCS. .. DI, BbI 4ero?

A pacrepAHHO ycTaBWwIack Ha rocTA. TOT BBIIVIAZEN Y>KaCHO —
JIMIO TOOJIefHeNI0, Ha IeKaX OTYeTIMBO IIPOCTYIIMI MOPO3HBIHN
y30D, B IVIa3ax IUIeCKAJIOCh OTYasHUE.

— 3akporiTe! — pesKO BBIIOXHYJI OH.

— 4Yro0?

— 3aKpouTe 3Ty AOPIOBY ABePhb! — IPOXpHUIIES MY>KIMHA, ITbI-
TaACh OCJIAOUTH y3eJl BeTXOI0 IeHOro IUIaTKa.

— Jla 9TO CIy4MIOCh-TO?

A He MoIJIa IOHATH, YTO NMPOUCXOAUT. C 4ero 3To BAPYT Kumiu
TaK Pa3BOJIHOBAJICA?

— 1 He Oymy HOYEBaTh B 3TOM KOMHATe! — BOCKJIMKHYJI FOCTh,
a IIOTOM Pe3KO Pa3BepHYJICA ¥ PBAaHY/I B CTOPOHY JIECTHUIIEL.

— O, BBI Kyza?

A c TpyzmoM 1mocreBasna 3a HeHOPMaJIbHbIM.
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CrpanHoO. 1 yeM eMy He IIOHPaBWINCh IOCTeBbIe ITOKou? IIpo-
CTOpHBIE, CBeTJIbIe, C OTPOMHOI KPOBAaThI0 M KPAaCHMBBIMU IIOD-
TpeTaMM Ha CTeHaX. PaHbIle Ha 3TOM 3TaKe ObUIN XO3AHCKUe
CIIbHM, HO TeTYyIIKa Ilepefesiajla UX IoJ rocresble. IIpaBaa, 3a
TO BpeM:, YTO OTeL] BIaJie)l PyrneHoM, ITOCTOAIBIIEI 3ieCh ObIBAIN
penko. Tounee, HUKOrAA. Tak yTo KMy MOT 6bI GBITH TIEPBBIM,
KOMY BbIIIajIa YeCTh HOUYeBaTh B 3TOM KpbLIe.

TeM BpeMeHeM MO CTPaHHBIN CIIyTHUK CIIyCTWICS Ha BTOPOU
9T, CBEPHYJI HAIlIPaBO, MUHOBAI IIapy IIOKOEB U OCTaHOBWJICA
HAIIpOTUB Moel KOMHAThl. PBIBKOM OTKpBIB ABepb, OH BOIIeJ
BHYTPb ¥ OOBABIIL:

— S ocTaroch 31€ecCh.

f mokavasa rooBoi:

— He BoIiizieT. DTO MOA CHANBHA.

Kumiiy oKuHY/I MeHA BBICOKOMEePHBIM B3IVIAZOM U 3aABIIL:

— IlepeHodyeTe B Ipyroii KOMHare.

— C yuero 310 BApPyI?

— TIloTomMy uTO, IO TOTO KaK CTaTh Balllell, 3Ta CIAJIbHA BCerga
ObUTa MOel, — CIIOKOMHO 3aABWJI OH Y, OTOABUHYB IITOPHI, Pac-
TIaxXHYJ OKHO.

B KOMHAaTy TyT >Ke BOPBAJICA IPOXJIaAHbIN BeTep. OH B3METHYI
3aHaBeCKH, IIOAXBATUI JIETKYI0 6axpoMy OaifaxvHa, 3aKPYKUI
KHCTH IIOJJBECOK.

— DTO Balll eJUHCTBeHHBIN apTryMeHT?

fl IpUCTAIPHO MOCMOTPeJIa Ha TOCTs, HO TOT BBIIJIAZI] TAKUM
yBepeHHBIM B CBOeM IIpaBoTe, YTO MHe TOJIbKO M OCTaBaJIOCh YCTY-
nUTh. BOJILHOM 4YeloBeK, YTO TYT Iofenaelns? Hazmo ke, oH Jei-
CTBUTEILHO BEPUT, YTO 3TO €r0 3aMOK U ero KOMHaTa. A, Hy U elre
B TO, YTO BOCCTAJI U3 MEPTBBIX.

— Jlegy, BaM He Ka)KeTCA, YTO BbI 3aJaeTe CJIUIIKOM MHOIO
BOIIPOCOB?

Kumiin yrocTomI MeHA BBICOKOMEPHBIM B3IVLAIOM U MOAOIIeNT
K CTApUHHOMY 610p0 BpeMeH Aptypa biarocioBenHoro. [Toxayi,
3TOT 3JIeMeHT WHTephepa ObUT eIMHCTBEHHBIM, YTO HEe BBHI3bIBAI
y MeHA OTTOPXKeHUs, — BCS OCTAThbHAA 0OCTAaHOBKAa KOMHATHI Ka-
3aJ1aCh JIMIIKOM MPAaYHOMU.

TocTh yBepeHHO HaXKa/l Ha MaJIeHbKYIO Pe3HYI0 3aBUTYIIKY Ha
OGOKOBOI CTE€HKe, U U3-110J], CTOIEITHUIIBI BbUIe3 MaJIeHbKUH ALY~
vek. Huuero ceGe! I 1 He 3Has1a, YTO GI0PO, OKA3bIBAETCH, C CEKpe-
ToM! Kumitut TeM BpeMeHeM AOCTAIT U3 TAlHUKA HeOOIbIION KOXKa-
HBII MeIlloYeK U BhICHIIAI Ha JIAZIOHb OJIeCTsIne KaMHU.
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— ATrpaHUOH ellje B XOAy? — CyXO YTOYHII OH.

— Jla, Ho...
— Bor u ommmuHO. Bosbmure, — Kumiu nOpoTAHYJI MHe He-
CKOJIBKO OTpaHeHHbIX KaMeIlKoB. — Hajeloch, 3TOrO XBaTUT,

YTOOBI OIUIATUTH Ballle TOCTEIIPUMCTBO.

— B 3TOM HeT HYIbI, — Pe3KO CKaszaja .

Ckazana u 3agyManach. [lomro6HBIM 06pa3oM s pasroBapUBajIa
TOJIBKO C (ppeJINHaMU UMIIepaTpUIbl. 1 TO OfUH-eAMHCTBEHHBIN
pas, Korza MeH:A oGUIIMAIBHO NIPeJCTaB/IsUIA KO ABOpPY. B ocTais-
HOe BpeMs OHU TepIlesId OT MeHA UCKIIYUTEIBHO COBPEMEHHYIO
pedb, U3PASHO pa3baBlIeHHYIO0 CIeHroM. XM. [loxKaiyH, emme mapy
YacoB OOIIEHUA C TUM CTPAaHHBIM FOCTeM, U A IIPeBpaIych B OJ1a-
ropogHyto gamy CTapoi 3I0XH.

— ] He HYXXZAIOCh B [leHbIaX, & BOT BaM OHM €llle IIPUTOAATCA,
TaK YTO He PACKUIbIBAWTeCh ITIOHANIPACHY, — s BHUMAaTeJIbHO II0-
CMOTpeJIa Ha My>X4UHY. — VM KCTaTH, OTKyZia BbI Y3HAIH, YTO 3/1eCh
eCTh TAHUK?

— I y»xe roBopwi1 BaM — 3TO MO KOMHaTa, — HEJOBOJILHO
npousHec Kumiy, omiAgbIBasACh IO CTOPOHAM. — ! A 3Haio B Hell
KOXIYI0 MeJIOYb.

— Tak yXK 1 Kaxayo?

— [la. — Kumwiu B3IJIAHYJI Ha MeHA C IIPEeBOCXOACTBOM.

— Torma, MOXKET, BBl paCcCKaXKeTe MHEe U 000 BCEX OCTATbHBIX
0COOEHHOCTAX 3TOM CIIATTbHU?

— Tloxaimyiicra.

My>X4rHa 9yTh IIOXKAJ IUIeYaMU U IIPUHAICA 6ecCTPacTHO Iie-
peYUCIATh:

— 3a mKadoM eCcTh 3allaCHBIN BBIXOJ], BeyIIWUI Ha IIepBBIA
3TaX; B CTOJIOMKAX KPOBAaTH XPAHATCA HECKOJIBKO MEIIOYKOB
C KaMHAMY, a B ABIMOXOZle KAMMHA HAaXOAUTCA ellle ONVUH TalHUK.
Tam siexkaT crapuHHbBIe AparolileHHocTy TopHOB. [loz TpeThbeii mo-
JIOBUIIEH, eIV CIUTATh OT OKHA, eCTh HeOOJBIIION CXPOH. B meT-
CTBe A CIIpATAI TaM (PaMIIBHBIN ITIepCTeHb MaTepH.

— Taxk, momoxxaure!

A He BBIIEpKaTa U Opocuiach K OKHy. OTCYUTaB OT Hero Tpe-
THIO IIOJIOBUILY, HAKJIOHIWIACH U IIOIBITAIACH OOHAPYKUTH IIpU-
3HaKU TallHUKa.

— OpBuyc cemntu, — HeOpeXXHO MpousHec Kumiiu, u JocKa co
CKPUIIOM CIBWHYJIaCh CO CBOETO MeCTa, OTKPBIB B IOJIYy TeMHOe
ymIyOJaeHue.

— Hy-ka!
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A mpomrenTaza KOpOTKOe 3alliUTHOEe 3aKJIMHAHUe, IPOCYHy/Ia
PYKY Y Hallynaja HeGOJIBIION TBepAbIN GymIApYUK. [locTas ero,
OTKpbLIA U 3AII000BAIACH U3ANTHBIM CTADUHHBIM KOJIBIIOM, CBep-
KaloIIUM Ha CUHeM 6apxarte IOAKIAIKH.

Hudero ce6e! OTKyza 3TOT CyMacIIeANTNI 3HAI PO TAHHUK?!
Heyxenu... [la Het! Bpen! OH ke He MOXeT OBITb T€M CAMBIM
Kuwn? Vnu moxet?

C coMHeHMeM IIOCMOTpela Ha HEBO3MYTHMMOIO MY)KYVHY.
Xopoml, KOHeYHO, JopT ero 1modepu! BeICOKWA, OTIMIHO CIOXKeH-
HBIA. A yx mr1a3a... Hacroamuii kpacapuuk! Eme 6b1 yopaTh 3T0
HeBBIHOCHMO BBICOKOMEDHOE€ BBIDAKEHUE, KOTOpOe IOPTUT ero
JIULIO, ¥ MOXKHO 6bUTO OBI HA KOHKYPC OTIPABJIATS!

— VIHTepecHBII1 NepCTeHb, — JKeJasd 3aIlOJTHUTh HEIOBKYIO
naysy, 3aMmeTwia 1. — [oBopuTe, Baiel MaTymku? Vl Kak ee 3Banu?

— Jlegu VBetTa DpHectuHa TopH, repuoruHa Caprckasd, —
0e3 3aIIHKY OTBETIJI My>KIMHA U CIIPOCIUL: — BbI mo3BosuTe?

OH IPOTSHYJ PYKY, KeJIasd 3a6paTh KOJIbIIO.

BHYTpU IIeBeJILHYJI0Ch HEIIOHATHOE HELOBOJILCTBO — OTZa-
BaTh yKpalleHue He XoTesnock. CrpaHHO. Hukorja He Jo6wia mo-
OPAKYIIKY, HO STOT IIepCTeHb Ka3aICsA KaKUM-TO 0cO6eHHbIM. OH
ObUI YIUBUTENBHBIM, TEIUIBIM, KUBBIM. KPYITHBIN KaMeHb UTpall
Ha CBeTYy APDKUMU OJIMKAaMU, U TOHKUU 30JI0TOH 0OOZOK CJIOBHO
PacTBOPSUICA B 3TOM aJIOM CUAHMU.

— Jla, KOHeYHO, — COPOCHUB HEIIOHATHOe HaBa)XIeHUe, Io-
CITeILIHO IIPOTAHY/IA KuMIN KOJIBLIO.

ToT B3:1 €ro U IOAOLIEN K OKHY.

— XopomIo COXpPaHWIOCh, — THUXO IIPOM3HEC MY>KUMHA, pac-
CcMaTpuBasd nepcTeHb. — HecMoTps Ha Ipomie e CTOIeTHA.

A ynmoBuia B ero rojyoce efBa CIBIIIHYIO TOCKy. Cepalle Ha ce-
KyHJly 3aMepJIo.

— Tak, JIaJHO, — OTOTHaB HEIIOHATHYIO KaJIOCTh, PEIIUTeIbHO
B3IVIAHYJIA Ha rocTd. — Ecm BaMm Xo4eTcs, ocTaBaiiTech B 3TOH
KOMHaTe. Y>K1H celf9ac IIPUHECYT, a f IIOKa IIePeroBOPIO C OTIOM.
ByzabTe rOTOBBI K TOMY, YTO OH 3aX04YeT BaC YBUAETD.

— He nepexxuBatite, — XMbIKHYT KuMmiau. — MHe camoMmy He
TepIUTCA BCTPETUTHCA C HOBBIM BiIafiesiblieM PyraeHa.

«Hy-Hy! IIocMOTPUM, YTO ThI CKa)KeIllb, KOIZA ITOOOINAEIIbCA
C MOMM JOCTOYTHMBIM ITalleHbKOM!» — 3JI0pafiHO ITOSyMaIa A, BbI-
XOZA 3 KOMHATHI.

K coxanenuio, 3HaMeHaTelIbHaA BCTpeYya He COCToAnack. Cro-
WIO MHe aKTUBHPOBAaTh BUI-TOH, KaK OTeI TYT JXe OOPYIIMICA
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¢ ooBuHeHHAMU. OKasbiBaercsa, ToMac yKe ycres HagOeIHIYaTh,
4YTO A YCTPOWIA B 3aMKe BeUepUHKY, ¥ Pa3THeBAaHHBIN POAUTENIb
LeJIbIX TIoTYaca M3Jaraa JOJMTUU mepedeHb MOUX IIPONIUIBIX IIpe-
TpellleHUH, 3aKOHYUB KaTeTOPUYHBIM: «EIlle offHa BBIXOAKA, U MO-
KeIllb Cpa3y cOOMPATh CBOU BEIU U Ilepee3KaTh B IPUIOT 1A 6e3-
JTOMHBIX!»

M-ga. CepbesHaa yrposa. Iloxoxe, TeprieHue IalleHbKU JIOII-
Hysno. Hukorza 0 3Toro oH He IIBITAICA JIMIIUTD MEHA COZepKa-
HuA. Mlapr! Kak ke gosro »zpath Tpuanatwietuda! Korga yxe Ha-
CTYIIUT 3Ta BOXK[AEJIEeHHas JaTa U fA, HAKOHeI], 00peTy CaMOCTOs-
TEJIBLHOCTD?

— Orer, umsa Ce6actuan PoHansn Kumiu teGe o yeM-HUGYIb
TOBOPUT? — f IONBITAIACh II€PEBECTU PA3rOBOP HA HYXKHYIO MHE
TeMy.

— He 3n1a0 g Hukakux Kumiu u 3HaTh He X04y! — PABKHYJI
MarneHbKa, Pa3apayKeHHO MepsA ImaraMu KabuHeT. OT BCIUIECKOB
CWIbI B BUT-TOHE II€PUOANYECKU IIUIN IIOMEXU.

— A OH yTBepKJaeT, YTO ABJIAETCA XO3AMHOM Pyrnenal — He
obparas BHUMaHUsA Ha IUIOX0€ HACTPOeHUe POAUTEIA, 3asIBUIA f1.

— PebGekka! MeHsI He WHTEPECYIOT IbAHbIE OPeTHU TBOUX
JIpy3el, — 3allaJIbYUBO BBHIKPUKHYJ OTell, a IIOTOM 3aMOJTYa Ha
CEeKyHJly U y»Ke COBCeM JPYTUM TOHOM IIepecIpocwI: — Kak Tbl
ckasaia? Kuwn?

— Jla, ¥ OH TOBOPMUT, UTO IIPOJIEKAJ B CKJIeIle II0YTU YeTbIpe-
CTa JIeT, — IOTOPOIIMIACH OTBETUTh BPOZie Obl CMEHUBIIIEMY THEB
Ha MWIOCTB naneHpke. Ho, moxoxe, Iocnenmia ¢ BbIBOAAMU.

— UYyms! — orpesan oren,. — Hy u monmomexs mnomnuial 9Tto
HAJo e, U3TALAI0TCA Hax uMeHeM Cebactuana Kumiu! Hudero
CBATOIO! — B cepAiaxX BbIJAI OH M OTKJIFOUMJIICA.

A MHe OCTaBaJIOCh TOJBKO ITOXKaTh IUIeYaMH U OTIPaBUTHCA
B OUOJIMOTEKY pa3bICKUBATh CBENEHUSI O HEOXKUJAHHO BO3HUK-
1IIeM BO3MYTHUTeJTE OOIIETO CIIOKOHCTBUA.

[NABA 3

— BeKKwu, THI YTO, BCepbe3 OTHOCHUINBCA K CJIOBAM 3TOTO CyMac-
nieamiero?

Ta3i, pasgpaKeHHO IIepeIMCTBIBAIONIAA CTapblii (DOJIMAHT,
C CIJIOU 3aXJIOIHYJIA €T0 U C TOCKOM MIOCMOTpesa Ha KHUIIbI aIb0O-
MOB U >KyPHJIOB, TPOMO3ZAIIMEC Ha CToJIe.
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— He vo11, Tai1! — ¢bIpKHYyIa 4. — XoTena yCTPOUTb UCTOPU-
YeCKyI0 9KCKypcuio? Briepen! [epes T060i — 60OTaThIl ¥ HEOOBAT-
HBII MUP NIPOILIOTO.

— B rpo6y A ero Buzena, — OypKHY/IA IOAPYTa M MOATAHYIIA
K cebe ciefyIomyo KHUTY. — Thl MOXKeIllb CKa3aTh, YTO UMEHHO
MBI HIIeM?

OHa ycTaBWIaCh Ha MeHA C IUIOXO CKPBITBIM HeZIOBOJIbCTBOM.

— He 3Hato. Jlro6oe ymmoMuHaHve o Kumiu, o ero >XKusHU
u cMepTu. O POLCTBEHHUKAX, B KOHIIE KOHIIOB.

— A B TBOU IeHUAJIbHBbIE MO3IM He IIPUIUIA MBICIb XOTh He-
MHOTO 00JIerYUTh HaM y4acTb? Crpocriuia 66l Y CBOETO IIOIyMepT-
BOTO KpacaB4MKa, eCTh JIU Y Hero »keHa, AeTu? O 4yeM BBI TOIbKO
TPeNaIuCh 0 IOIYHOYU?

T>11 6pro3xkana, a MHe 6bUTI0 cMelnHo. [Tozpyra, eciu JIMIIUTh
ee IIOJIHOLIEHHOI'O CHA, BCeTAa TaK KOMUYHO pyraeTcs!

— Her, bBekku, mpaBaa, — IPOAODKAIA BO3MYIIATbCA
Taripa. — K yeMy Takasa cremka? Heyxenau 3To He MOIJIO IIOZO-
JKIATh 10 3aBTpa?

OHna 3eBHyJIa U IIPUKPbLIA IVIa3a, a CIIyCTA Iapy CeKyH[, OIly-
CTIJIA TOJIOBY HAa CKpPeIlleHHbIe PyKU U JJOBOJILHO B3IOXHYJIA.

— Tsit, He ciin! — f moTpAWIa IOAPYTY 3a IUIeYO.

— Ortcranp, bekku! — npo6opmoTania oHa. — MeHA yKe Toll-
HUT OT OFHOTO BHZIA TBOMX MMEHUTHIX IIpeAKoB. TaKkue HaJMeH-
HbIE POXKU, IIPOCTO XKYTh...

A mocMoTpesna Ha saceinatomniyio Tsii, Ha Topy >KypHaJIoB, Ha
0ecIIeYHO THKAIOIIKe Ha CTeHe Yachl ¥ TPOMKO PSABKHYJIA:

— Taitpa Anumauca Bpeznmior, e Thl ceifyac ke He IIPO-
CHEIIIbCS, CIMTAM, YTO ThI MHe GOJIbIlIe He oA pyra!

— A? — ucnyrasHo noackouwia Tau. — bekku, TbI yero?!

— Toro! Jlo yTpa ocTajzach BCero Iapa 4acos, a MbI ¢ TOOO He
HalUIY HAYero IIyTHOro!

— Hy u yT0? — T511 cHOBa 3eBHYJIA U ITOTepJIa IIOKPACHEeBIIINe
miasa. — [logyMaerns? — GecrieqHo 3asABIJIA OHA. — 3aBTpa Hal-
JIeM.

— Tai1, TBI 4YTO, He IOHUMaeIIb? PyKy falo Ha oTcedeHHe, YTO
3aBTPa, YyThb CBeT, 37leCh y)Ke OyzeT IameHbKa CO BCceM CBOUM Ka-
OMHETOM MUHUCTPOB!

— C4ero 5107?

— C Ttoro! I CIMIIKOM XOPOIIO 3HAI0 CBOErO pOAUTENd. ThI
ObI BHZENa, KaKyI0 CTOMKY OH CAeIAI IIPX OFHOM TOJIBKO MMEeHU
Kumin! ¥V Hero, Kak y OXOTHUYBETO IICa, Pa3Be YTO CJIIOHA He Ka-
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maial A 3TO 3HAYUT, YTO S 00A3aTEJIbLHO JO/DKHA BBIACHUTH, KEM
ObLT 3TOT caMbIii KUMJIM U moueMy O HeM He YIIOMHUHAeTCS HU
B POZIOBBIX KHUTAX, HU B IIpecce TOI0 BPEMEHMU.

Taiipa BHUMAaTeJILHO IIOCMOTpeJIa Ha MeHA, 00peyeHHO B3Z0X-
HyJIa ¥ IPUJBUHY/A K cebe ouepeJHOM TOJICThIH (DONIHMAHT.

— 3Haems, beKKH, — cepbe3Ho 3asABWIa OHa. — Kak TO/IBKO
MBI pasziesiaeMcsa C STUM TBouM Kumiiy, A Bo3bMy I1aysy. CIUIIKOM
YK YTOMUTEJIbHBIMY BBIXOAAT HAIIV aBAaHTIOPBL

— W 49TO0 cOGMpaenibCs AenaTh?

A mepenMCcTHIBANIa KPACOYHBIE CTPAHUIILI MOAHOIO AJIbMaHAXa,
BIVIAZIBIBASACH B JIMIIA APUCTOKPATOB JABHO YIIEIIe SIT0XH.

— Iloeny B DiieHCTOYH, — IOAIIEPEB I'OJIOBY PyKaMM, OTO3Ba-
sack Tait. — K 6alyke.

— YBepeHa, YTO 3TO XOpolIas uiaea?

— A 4ro? Tuxoe nobepexxne Tepes, CBeKUI BO3/LYX, 340POBBIN
06pas Ku3HU, — nepevnciwia Tai.

— IIporpamMma mpecTapesiod paiM, CTpPafalolleil OT peBMa-
TU3Ma, — (QBIPKHYJIA A.

— Huuero nogo6HOro! — BO3MyTIUIACH IOAPYTa. — fI IpOCTO
XO4Y OTAOXHYTb.

— Hyny.

A HacMenUIMBO IMOKOCWIACh Ha Taiipy, a Ta cepAUTO HACylU-
JIaCh Y LIIyMHO II€PeIXCTHY/IA CPa3y HeCKOJIBbKO JIMCTOB aJlbMaHaxa.

— bekku! — HeoXUJaHHO BOCKIMKHYJIA IToApyra. — CMoTpH,
4TO A Hanwia!

OHa IpuABMHY/A CTapbIY >KypHAI, CO CTPaHUI, KOTOPOrO Ha
MeHs CMOTpeJI HeTaBHUI 3HAKOMeII.

«Kax Josro 3amuicHOM XOJIOCTAK U IIaBHBIN cepAueen, CapTsl
OyZeT UCKaTh cebe HEBEeCTYy?» — IJIACKJ 3aTOJIOBOK OfHOM U3 CTa-
Tell.

— Hy-Ka, — a noATAHy/Ia AIbMaHaX MMOOIIDKe M BCMOTpPeJIach
B KpacuBoe HaaMeHHOe yinio. — Huuero ceGe! Ilorpscaroiiee
CXOZCTBO!

Kumiy, m3o6pakeHHBIN Ha IOpPTpeTe, M KUy, KOTOPOTo
TIPUIOTWIIA A, OBUIN IIOXO0XKU KaK JiBe KaIUIU BOJBI.

— Taxk, u yTO TYyT y Hac?

A 6emIo MPOCMAaTPUBAIA CTATHIO, IIBITASACH OTHICKATD B HEH TO,
4TO MeHs UHTePeCcOBAIO.

— BriBmuii kaHIyiep. bpat HamecTHUKa CapThl. IImeMaHHUK
umneparopa... Capruuims, Toi, a HaIlll KpacaBIMK, OKa3bIBAeTCH,
6bU1 He ITpoMax! — o6parwiack K noxgpyre. — CauTail, OoUH U3
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CaMbIX 3aBUIHBIX )KeHUX0B CapTaHbl — U 60raT, U KPacuB, U Ofia-
peH OrpoMHOI Marmdeckoil cwioil! IIpAMo MeuTa OZUHOKHUX
JeBuir!

fI cHOBa MOKOCWIACh HA TIOPTPET U YCMEXHYJIACh.

— bekku, HO OH JeNCTBUTENLHO ITOX0XK Ha HaIlero roctTs, —
3amyM4yrBO 3aMetrwiia Taiipa, usydas KpacoyHOe H300pakeHue
Kumtu. — MHTepecHO, eCTi OH ObLT TaK 3HAMEHUT, TI0YeMy O HeM
HeT HUKaKUX YIIOMWHAaHUU HU B POAOCIOBHON MMIIEPaTOPCKOMN
CeMbU, HU B BOCIIOMUHAHUAX COBPEMEHHUKOB?

— He 3nalo, Taii. 11 5T0 Kak pa3 ¥ HaCTOPaKUBaeT. A TO, UTO
OTIIy AIBHO 3HaKOMO M KM, HaBOAUT Ha HEKOTOPBIE MBICIH.

— Tb1 0 yem?

— Hy, nmoaymait cama, Toil. YneH uMIepaTopCKON cCeMbH,
CWIBHBIH Mar, 60raThIi U M3BECTHBIN B CBOe BpeM:, BAPYT HEOXKU-
JIAHHO HMICYe3aeT CO CTPAaHUIL UCTOPUY, a ero UM IpesiaeTcs 3a0Be-
Hu1o. Tebe 3TO HU 0 YeM He TOBOPHUT?

— O, Bekku, XBaTUT 3araiIki TOPOAUTD, CKOKU IIPAMO!

— T51, g Gosblle YeM yBepeHa, YTO 3TOT KuMIM coBepImv
YTO-TO YKacHOe U ero CaMoro HaKa3ajiu, a MMA Ipefalu 3a0Be-
HUIO.

Talipa nopHANMa Ha MeHA IVIa3a, U B HUX MEJIbKHYJIO IIOHMMa-
HUe.

— Ciymiait, a Belb 9TO BCe O0bACHSET!

— A s 11po 9T0? CKOJIBKO MBI C TOGOI 3TOTO CTaphs IepephUI?
Hurpe HUKaKUX YIOMMHAaHUU O HameM repoe. TOJIBKO IOPTpeT
B aJibMaHaxe, /1a 3Ta CTaThbA B XKypHae. /la U Te, CKopee, IIPOCTO
110 HEIOCMOTPY 3aTePsUIUCh CPENU OCTAIBHBIX XYPHAIOB.

A cobupanack MPOAOJIKUTh CBOM PACCYKIEHUs, HO Pe3KUi
TIICK BUT-TOHA COWJI MEeHS C MBICIIH.

— Hy Bot! Yt0 51 TeGe roBopmiia? — IIOCMOTPEB Ha 9KPaH, A I1e-
peBea B3WIAZ Ha moapyry. — Jlopn ['puszeur co6CcTBeHHOM 1ep-
COHO.

— Ime oH? — menoroMm cripocwia Ta.

— Jla He IIEITYHU ThI, IIO3HO YKe, — YCMeXHy/ach A. — Cyad 1o
KapTUHKe, OTell B Pyriene.

— IMapr! — npuzaymnieHHO BhIpyTayiach Tam.

— Ara. To-To HalIUM JPy3bAM Beceso Gyzet!

— A g Te6Ge TOBOPIIIA, HAZIO OBUIO OTIPABJIATH UX IO AoMam! —
MCKHya Tai.

— IIpAHBIX JIGAAHBIX MaroB — M B HO4Yb? T, ThI B CBOEeM yMe?
YTOOBI OHU BCIO OKPYTY YHUYTOXKILITN?
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A mocmotpena Ha Ta#i ¢ ykopoM. HeT, Bce-Taku TosIia Becesd-
IVIXCA BONIIEGHUKOB — He JIydInas KOMIIAaHUA I IYXOH Ipo-
BUHIUAN.

— 3aro Teneps paii AJleKCaHIp YHUYTOKUT HAC, — B3JOXHYJIa
TIOJ[pyTa ¥ IPUHIACH CYeTIUBO OZlePTUBATh I00KY.

Cebacmuan Kumau

OH oTomIesn OT OKHa ¥ HaCTOPOKeHHO NpuaIymanca. [Toxoxe,
B 3aMKe IIOABWICA ellle OAWH JeJdHol. Pasymeercs, Bech 3TOT
MOJIONHSAK He B CYeT, OT HUX OH He YyBCTBOBAJI YyIPO3bl, KaK U OT
B30AIMOIIHON JIeBYOHKY, YTBEPKAAIOIIE, YTO OHA SBJIAETCS XO-
3aiKoM Pyrnena. YHamm carap! Xossaiika. OfeTsb ObI ee IOIpIUIY-
Hee J]a CTepeTh C I'y0 3Ty ByJIbrapHyIo Kpacky! [TomHaa 6e3BKycuIa
U Bepx HenpwinyusAa! A CKOJIbKO caMOMHeHuUsA! Tak u TAHeT Ipo-
yuutb! JIagHO. DTO ceiivac HeBaxKHO. C IPyTUM ObI pa300paThCs.

OH mofomresn K 3epKaly, NPOIIeNTaa 3akJIMHaHNe W BHUMa-
TeJIbHO BIVIAZEJNICA B COGCTBEHHOe oTpakeHue. Herwioxo. Bononxe
TIPUBBIYHBIA BUJ, — TE€MHO-CEPBIM KaM30JI IUIOTHO OOTATHBAET
IUIeYy, YyTh 3ay>KeHHbIe ITaHbI WjeaIbHO CUAAT Ha Oexpax, Oe-
JIOCHE)KHBIH IMeWHBIA IUIATOK ITOJYePKUBAEeT GJIeCK TeMHOIO aT-
JIACHOTO >XKwieTa. [opaszo yydmie, yeM Ta ITapagHas gpopma, B KO-
TOPOM €ro IIOXOPOHWIIM.

OpHMM KOPOTKUM I1aCCOM IIpHBeJA B ITOPSAOK BOJIOCHI, OH IIO-
CMOTpeJI B IIa3a CBOeMY IBOMHUKY U XOJIOZHO yCMeXHycA. UTo K,
Terephb OH FOTOB K BCTpede C IIpHeXaBIINM MaroM.

OH OTKpBUI iIBePh, peIIUTEeNbHO BbIIIe] U3 KOMHATHI M Hallpa-
BIWJICA K KaOWHeTy — SIpKUe BCIUIECKU CYJIBL IBHO CBUZIETEIbCTBO-
BJIU O MeCTe peObIBAaHUA HOBOTO TOCTH.

WHTepecHO, 4TO IIpeCTaBjAeT U3 ce6sa 3TOT JieAHON? A ele
UHTepecHee, KaK BCe-TaKW U3MEHWICA MHUP 3a BpeMs ero OTCyT-
crBusA? Cyad 1o TOMY, YTO OH yCIleJ YBUJEThb, IIepeMeHbI IIPOU-
30IIUTH HeIITyTOYHbIe.

OH mpubMU3WICa K KaOWHeTy, B3ICA 3a PYYKy, COOUPAasCh
BOUTH, HO HEOXKU/IaHHO 3aMep, BCIYIIMBAsACh B 3BYKU I'POMKOTO
MY>KCKOT'O TOJI0Ca.

— Pebexka ®penepuka [pUHAEILT, €CIU 3TO OYepeHasd Iy TKA,
TO OHa COBepIIeHHO HeyAayHasd! — I'POMBIXaJ] HeU3BeCTHBIN. —
M=He Hazoenu TBou 6e3a1abepHOCTh U IIOJIHOE WTHOPHPOBAHME
cBoero craryca!l CKOJIbKO MOKHO? ThI II030PUIIL MEHA, ThI I1030-
PpHUIIb MaTh, ThI IO30PHIIL BCIO MMIIepaTOpcKyto dpamruinio! f yxe
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He TOBOPIO 0 MapTuHe, KOTOPOMY IIPUXOAUTCA IOCTOAHHO CTpa-
JaTb OT TBOUX BBIXOJOK!

— Ara, cTpajaeT oH! — pasjajcAd HaCMelUIUBBIN OTBET TOMH,
KoTopyto 3Bayu Pebekkoil. — Bennbiil, mpumepHbIii Maptu! Kak
TDKEJIO XKUTh Ha CBeTe, MMes TaKyI0 YXKaCHYIO CeCTpy!

— He epHuyaii! — 060pBas ee MyKYMHA.

— Jaxe He gymana, — (QbIPKHYJIA AeBYIIKa.

B xaGuHeTe HEHAZOJITO BOLAPIUIACH TUIITIHA.

— Yro 3a mypankas ucropua ¢ Kumnmm? — yxe Gosee crio-
KOMHO CIIPOCII My>KUMHa.

— Huyero u He Ayparkas, — BO3MYTIUIACh ero cobecen-
Huna. — HemmoHATHasA, HO COBepIIeHHO IIPAaBAMBAA, MEXIY IIPO-
YUM.

— IIpaBpuBas, ropopums? Hy 4To X, pacckaspiBall, — IpUKa-
3aJ1 HeM3BeCTHBII.

— B o6mem, Tak, — Havyala JeByllIKa. — Buyepa y Hac Gbuia
KOCTIOMMPOBaHHaA BedepuHKa. Jla-a, 3Halo, Thl BO3MYIIEH U BCe
TaKoe, — TOPOIUIMBO 3aMeTWIa OHA. — JlaBail MbI OTJIOXKUM pa3bop
TI0JIETOB Ha IIOTOM, JIafAHO? Tak BOT, B caMblil pasrap Bedyepa B JiBe-
PAX MOABWICA He3HaKOMBII MY)XYMHA B KOCTIoMe CTapoil SII0XU.
BeIDIAziesl OH TOBOJIBLHO CTPAHHO — OJIeIHBIN, BCKIIOKOUYEeHHBIH,
1asa ropAT. Y B3miAf TaKkoM. .. MpadHbIii. [104TH IOTYCTOPOHHUA.
A KorJja BCe CHAIV JIMYUMHBI, OH TaK U OCTAICA B IIPEKHEM OOJIUKe
U NIPUHAJICA BCEX YBePATh, UTO sABAeTca CeGacTuaHOM PoHAb-
oM Krmuy, repiiorom DIIepCcKuM.

— YTO TBI CKasaja? — B FOJI0CE MYKYMHBI IIPO3BYYAJIO HAIIPA-
JKeHUe.

— Orer1, TbI e orblmai — Cebactrad PoHanss Kumnu, — mo-
BTOPWIA JIEBYIIKA.

B ToM, Kak OHa IIpOM3HeCIA er0 UM, IIOCIBIIIAIOCh CTOJIBKO
MIpe/IBKYIIEeHU U JIIOOOIBITCTBA, YTO OH He CTaI OOoJIbIle >XKIATh.
KopoTko mocTy4aB, Bomlel B KaOWHET M OCTAaHOBWICA HAIPO-
THB BBICOKOTO XYZAOIIABOTO MYKIMHBI C KPACUBBIM IIOPOAMICTHIM
JIUIIOM U JIEJAHBIM B3IJIALOM APKO-CUHUX IJIa3.

— TIoCKOJIBKY A CTall HeBOJILHBIM CBUETeNIeM Balllero pasro-
BOpA, TO He C4eJl BO3MOXKHBIM U JAJIbIlle OCTAaBaTbCs B CTOPOHE.
To3BosbTe TpeAcTaBUThCs, CebacTtuan Ponanwn Kumutu, repiior
DIIepCcKuil.

OH He6peKHO CKJIIOHWI TOJIOBY.

— YT0? — pe3Ko BCKUHYJICA Hen3BeCTHbIN. — Mosozoit yeso-
BeK, 5TO PO3bITPHIII?



44 llenua Poccu

— OTHIOAB, — XOJIOTHO OTBeTUI OH. — He nMMeo CKJIOHHOCTU
K CTOJIb IVIyIIOMY BpeMAIPENpPOBOXeHuo0. Kcratu, He 3Haw Ba-
11ero UMeHU, pail.

— Ausekcanzp JlaBenap [punpert, repior [MBelickuii, — BbI-
COKOMEPHO IPOIeaI oTel] PeGeKKH.

— TpeTuii? — HeGPEKHO MOUHTEPECOBAICS OH.

— 4Yro, mpocrture?

— VYpoBeHb cuibl. TpeTuii?

— OTKyza BBI...

Jlopz, I'punzAe/r He AOroBOpwWI. [eprior HeOXUZAHHO IIOBEp-
HYJICA K J0Y€PU U KOPOTKO IIPUKa3al:

— Borigm.

— Jlaxxe He ToAyMalo, — (BIPKHYJIA Ta. — DTO f €ro HalllIa,
a II0TOMYy ITPOCTO 06A3aHa IIPUCYTCTBOBATE IIPH BallleM pa3roBope.
MaJto Jii, MOXKeT, eMy IIOMOIIb ToHaxo6uTcs! KTo Te6s1 3HaeT?

— Pebekka! — B rojioce JJOpAa MOCTBIINIATIACH YTPO3a.

— Y10? — 6e3MATEXHO YIbIOHYIACH IEBYIIKA, HO B IVIa3aX ee
TYT ’Ke MeJbKHYJI OTOJIECK JIBJA, Y1 OHA PEeIUTEeNbHO 3asABIIA: —
A HuKyga He molny. MHe Toke MHTepeCcHO IOCIyIIaTh, OTKyZa
B3UICA 3TOT PoU U mouyemy umsa Cebactmana Kuwiu, Beukoro
KaHIyiepa CapTaHbl U IUIeMAHHUKA UMIleparopa Teoqopa, okasa-
JIOCh TIPeIaHO 3a0BEHUIO.

3a0Benue. Bce-Taku 3a6BeHuUe. .. OH IOYYBCTBOBAI, KaK OOJILHO
CXKanoch cepate. IIpokiAToe cepAle, KOTOpoe Bce ellle Ha YTO-TO
HaZleAnoCh.

— PeGexka ®penmepukal — TI'DOMBIXHYJI IepIOI, B3DIALOM
JlaBas IIOHATB, YTO IIYTUTh He HAMepeH.

— Yro, 10pz, AJTeKCaHAP? — BBI3BIBAIOLIE BCKUHYJA MOA60PO-
JIOK €ro0 J10Yb.

— HememieHHO BBIMAY 113 KOMHATHI!

— Her.

Jlenu PeGekka 3ampaja mogbopoJoOK elrle BhIMIe U YIPAMO 3a-
CThUIA HAMPOTUB OTHA. bOTM, Kak ke 3TU [JBO€ ObLIN IOXOXKu!
Y m1aBHOe, CTOWIU APYT APyra.

OH Habmofas 3a 6e3MOJIBHBIM IIPDOTHUBOCTOAHNEM U HEBOJILHO
TIPOHUKAJICA YBO)KeHNEM K CMeJIOCTH JeBYIIKU. He KaabIii crio-
coOeH BBIIEP)KaTh JIEJJHYI0 Maruio reprjora. Bce-Taku TpeTuit
YPOBeHb. [leBOUKa MMeeT XOPOIIue 33JaTKHU.

— Bekku, XBaTUT MeH:A MO030PUTh, — He HOOUBIINCH JKeJlae-
MOT0, €O 3JI0CTBIO ITpomIuIen JopA I'punjent. — XoTe pas crenan,
KaK A TOBOPIO.
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— W3BuHWU, oTeL, HO He MOTY.

Jlenu PeGexkka HeOpeKHO yCMeXHYyJIaCh U IPUHANIACH paccMa-
TPUBAaTb HOITH, MOKPHITbIE CJI0eM KaKOW-TO HEIIOHATHOM SAPKO-
aJIoM KPacKU.

— He yiinems? — ycTano u 6e3Hafie’KHO CIIPOCIUI repror ['u-
BeVCKUU.

— He-a, — nmomorasna ronoBoii jiexu I'punzesul. OHa Mo-TIpes -
HeMy He OTPBIBaJIA IVIa3 OT CBOMX HOTOTKOB.

Emy Hazoesro HabIoaTh 3a ceMeHHBIMU Pa3OupaTe/IbCTBAMU.

— Ecmu BBl 3aKOHWWIN OOMEH MHEHUAMHU, MOXKET ObITb,
niepeiifieM K Jiey? — CIIPOCHII OH.

— YT0? — HaXMypHUBIIUCH, II€PECIIPOCUI JIOpA, I'puHgeI. —
A 5a, mpocture. VITak, BbI yTBepXKAaeTe, 4TO BbI — JIOpA, Kumim.
Yo 3k, oTinyHo. Torma, ObITH MOXKET, BbI IIOBeaeTe HaM HEeKOTO-
pble moApPOOHOCTH CBOe# Grorpaduun?

— O 4eM BbI XOTUTe y3HATD?

— CapurTe BeprHacC Ba apTepUHO UMIIEPO JIOCC?

Bompoc Ha ApeBHecapTCKOM IIPO3BYYI HEOXKUJJAHHO. TaK-TakK.
3HAYUT, reprora MHTepecyeT Jara ero poxiaeHusa? Buaumo, jopa
['puHAe/UT pelnl IepeXuTPUTh CBOIO YIIPAMYIO JTOYypKy. UTo X,
OH He OyJieT IyTaTh eMy KapThl. Ceff4ac 3T0 HEBLITOTHO.

— BapacaBu UMOH TepHHAC ayTe APOOUHOC CAaHETTH BaH.

OH XMBIKHYJI, BCIOMHUB PAacCKa3 MaTepH O CBOEM IOABIeHUU
Ha cBeT. Ta 3uMa BbIjaIach CaMOM CypOBOM 3a MOWIETHIOIO THICAIY
seT. VI camoii 6oraToil Ha MpopbIBEL. CaHeTTH BaH, CHEXKHOE IIPO-
KJIATHe — TaK Ha3BaJIU ee CapThl.

— Karepu Hapabu?

— AMOH Hapabwu.

OH ycmexHyscA. UTo kK, eiv [MBeHICKUI XOTb YTO-TO CMBICJIUT
B POZIOBOY Maruu, 3TOT OTBET CKAKET €My O MHOTOM.

— A TOH, — KOPOTKO 3aMeTWJI JIOpA ['puHes.

Bort kak? IToxBanbHO. [Ty, C 3TUM JIeASHBIM MOXKHO OyieT
JIOTOBOPUTHCA.

OH MOJTYa KUBHYJI COOECeJHUKY, He >KeJIasd BIYCTYIO TPaTUTh
BpeMA.

— DI, TaK He4yeCTHO! — MOCJIBIMAICA CepAUTBIM IosIoc.

Jlenu PeGeKKa THEBHO IIOCMOTpEJIA HA OTIIA, A IIOTOM ITepeBeiia
B3IVLAZ, Ha KuMiIu 1 Bo3MyTHIaCh:

— Her, a He moHMMalO, BBI YTO, TOXKE CYMTAeTe, YTO MHe He
CJIefiyeT 3HATh IOAPOOHOCTE?
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— VIMeHHO TaK, I0HasA JIeJy, — YITUBO OTBETII OH, C YZIOBOJIb-
CTBUEM 3aMeTUB, KaK B APKO-CMHUX IIa3aX KPACOTKU IOJIBIXHYJIO
HeJI0BOJIBCTBO.

— Heb6marogapHbIif, — TUXO GYPKHYJIO HECHOCHOE CO3/IaHUe
¥ IeMOHCTPAaTUBHO MeJ[JIeHHO HallpaBWJIOCh Ha BBIXOZ,

OH ¢ uHTepecoM HAaOIIOAAN 34 ABIKEHUAMU CTPONHBIX, He-
TIPWINYHO OOHAKEHHBIX HOXKeK, TIOKA HEeOXKUJJAHHO He OCO3HAJ,
4TO ero TeJO IIOf03PUTENBLHO pearupyeT Ha MX KaXKYIIYIOCH J0-
CTYITHOCTB. YHamM catap! TosibKo 3TOro u He XBaTaso!

U Bce-Taku — KaKue KpacuBble HOT'H. ..

JIBeph ¢ TPOXOTOM 3aXJIOIHYJIACh 32 HEJJOBOJILHOU [TeBUIIEH,
U OH IlepeBes B3WIAL Ha [umBetickoro. Jlopa [punzent egsa 3a-
METHO YCMEeXaJICA B IIBbIIIHBIE YChI.

— VropaAmada geBYOHKA, — TUXO MPOMIEIITal TepIior U TYT e
nocepbe3Hes. — Tax 0 4yeMm MbI roopwin? Ax ga. leprjor Dmiep-
CKUM. Bpl yTBepkzaeTe, YTO BBl — 3TO OH. XOpOIIO, JAOIYCTUM,
51 TOTOB BaM moBepuTh. HO BRI JKe ITOHMMaeTe, MHe TTOHA00SITCS
JIOKa3aTenbCTBa. [Ipexae YeM JOKJIAAbIBATH €r0 BeJUYeCTBY
O BallleM... BOCCTAHUM U3 MEPTBBIX, A JODKEH JOIOIMHHO ybe-
JUTBHCA B TOM, YTO BBI M €CTh TOT caMblil [IpoKIATHIN nMIIepaTop,
0 KOTOPOM T'OBOPAT CeMelHbIe JIereHTbI.

— He GecrokoiiTech, s1 TOTOB IIPeOCTABUThH BaM J0Ka3aTelb-
CTBa.

OH XOJIOMHO YJIBIGHYJICA, CTapasCh He MOAAABATHCSA TOCKIU-
BOMY YyBCTBY, Pa3befarolleMy AyIly.

OnunouecTBO. BecrmpocBeTHoe, jensgHoe opuHO4ecTBO. OHO
CHOBAa HAaBAIWIOCH HA HETO, pPa3ZlaBINBas CBOe! TAXKeCThIO, JIUIIasa
HaJIeX/IbI ¥ yOUBAA Ty TOJIMKY TeILIa, KOTOPYIO OH YyBCTBOBAJI eIle
COBCeM HeIaBHO.

Pebexka I'pundenn

lapr! OTen;, kKOHeYHO, MOJIoJell. JIpeBHecapTcKkuil. I mouemy
A HUKOTZA He yBJIeKalach CTApuHOW? U rimaBHOe, IOJIOT TUIINHbBI
HaBeCUTH He 3a0bUL. BOT 3ke... moJuTHUK!

Hudgero! MeI Toe Koe-4To ymeeM!

A samycTwia IIMMUOHA-CIENWIKY — HeJaBHee U300peTeHue
®ria, — HaCTpOWIACh, IPUTOTOBWIACh M THUXO 3aCThLIA PALOM
C KaOMHEeTOM. ..

TosmbKO BOT CJIymiaTh OKas3ajoch Hedero. Iloxoxke, 3TU ABOe
TIOHSUTH APYT Jpyra 6e3 ciaoB. [lapa HeBpa3yMUTENbHBIX (pa3 —
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u Bce. OTel IIOBepWI B TO, YTO He3BaHBIU IpUIeiel] elCTBU-
TesibHO Kumutn. VIHTEpecHo rmoyemMy?

— Ilpemmararo BaM moexaTb CO MHOU BO JiBopell. TaM MbI
pelM Bce OCTaBIINeCs BOIIPOCHI.

A egBa ycriena OTCKOYUTD OT ABEPU, KaK OHA OTKPbLIACh U M-
4YMHBI BBIIUIU B KOPUAOP.

— O, PeGexka, TbI 37eCh? — AEIAHO YAUBIICA MOX POLUTEINb.
MokHO TOAyMaTh, OH He OXKHMJAAJI, YTO S IIOIBITAIOCH ITOACIY-
maTh. — 3aMeyvaTeIbHO. Pa3roHAN CBOUX JIpy3ei U COOMpamics.
MEI efeM B CTOJTHILY.

— Hy, He 3Ha10, — IPOTAHYJA 4, Jejad BUJ, YTO He Toplo XXe-
JIaHVeM TIOKUJATh PyrjeH. — MbI ¢ Tai1 cerofHs COOUPATUCh U3Y-
YUTh OKPEeCTHOCTU.

— Pebekka! — mpeayIpexaale IOBBICKI FOJIOC ITATIeHbKA.

— JlagHO, — HEOXOTHO OYpKHyJa B OTBeT. — TaK U ObITh,
noexy.

f ropfio BCKUHYyJIa TOJIOBY M JIETKON ITOXOJKOW HAaIlpaBWIACh
K JIECTHHIle, OINyIIasa Ha ceOe IPUCTAIbHbIE MYKCKHe B3IJIABL.
Jlepanbpie B3mAbl. OX yX 3TU Maru! Cwiy UM JeBaTh HEKyZa,
4TO JIN?

Coycta monmyaca Mbl ¢ Tl HOAHAINCH HA JIETHYHIO GAIlHIO.
K ToMy BpeMeHU Bce HAaIM APy3bA Y:Ke IIOKUHYIU PyrneH, 1 Ham
TOJIBKO W OCTaBaJIOCh, YTO COOPATh BeIIU U HAIPABUTHCA K JIBU-
Topy.

— Huyero ce6e! — npucBuctHyna Tas#, OKasaBIIMCh Ha
Kpbliie. — Dp-cat! beKKu, MbI ITOJIeTUM Ha 3pouke!

OHa BOCXMINEHHO paccMaTpuBajJa OTPOMHBIN allapart, Ipu-
HaJJTeXXaIuii MUHUCTePCTBY. TeMHbIe MeTaUTnIecKre GOKa ChITO
OJylecTeyl Ha COJIHIIE, XUITHAs MOPAA C 3a0CTPEHHBIM KIIOBOM
CBepKaja U3yMPYyJHOU 4elllyeli, AJIMHHbIe KOITU YyTh 3aMeTHO
TIOAPAaruBajIy, BbIJ]aBasd HeTeplieHe MalluHbI.

— KpeBHbI#l aBur! — 6raroropeiiHo mpomrernrtaia Taii, Jo-
GOBHO OIJIAJBIBASA ABUTOP.

— Jla Hy, — XMBIKHYyJIa 4. — HemmoBopoTinBas rpoMaguHa. Bor
ac-Top — 3710 Aa! IOpKuii, )KUBOM, MaHEeBPEHHBI. A Ha TAKOM T'U-
raHTe TOJIbKO MUHMCTEPCKUE 33JHUIIbI BO3UTh.

— Tb1 He moHMMaemsb, bexkku! Dto ke skcwio3us! llexnesp
paiis KyopHa! Camblii AOpPOroii U GeCIIyMHBIM U3 BCEX JABUTOB.
A TBOA 3CKa — BCeTO JIMIIb MAJIEHbKad KeCTAHKA, B KOTOPYIO
U CeCTh-TO CTPAIIHO, — ¢bIpKHY/a Tt
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— 3aTo yIpaBJATh €10 — OFHO Y[ OBOJBCTBHE, — He COIVIa-
cwiack 1. — Ilog m066IM MocTOoM Tipostetut! Y1 MO3ru y Hee, He
B IIpUMep 3pKe, BBICOKOPa3BUTHIe!

— Epynpa! — crosna Ha cBoeM Tait. — ITOMHIO A, KaK TbI 3TH
camble MO3TY IIPOKJIMHAJA, KOTJ]a OHU Ha TBOEMH JII0OMMOI 3COUKe
3aKauHWIN! Y KaK MbI YyTh He Pa30OWINCh, TOKEe TIOMHIO.

— Jla TaM He B MO3Tax fesio 6bL10! Y BooOIIIE. . .

— Taxk, 410 3a CcrIop? — XMypO IIOMHTEPEeCOBAJICA OTell, II0AB-
JIAACH U3 TejlelopTa. — 3aHUMaliTe CBOU MeCTa, y HaC MaJio Bpe-
MeHU. — Jlopa Kumutu, mpoiry, — oGpaTWIcA OH K ITOSBUBIIEMYCS
cnenoM JegaHomy. — [Ipoxogure B cayioH.

Kumny BHHUMAaTe/IbHO OIVIAAENICA, HO MeIIUuTh He cTal. OH He-
BO3MYTHUMO IIOJHSAJICA IO JIGCTHUIIE M ILIATHYJ B OTKpBIBIIEeCHd
HYyTPO.

— Jlenu. — OTelr OKMHYJ HaC ¢ TA¥ CTPOrUM B3IJIAZ0M.

Taii TyT Ke IOpPKHYyJIa B ABUTOP, a A IOMEJIIIA, OIIAHYBIINCH
HAa3aJl, HA OCTaBIIMUCA JAJIEeKO BHU3Y JBOp. B myimre meBenbpHYy-
JIOCh HeIIOHATHOe coxkayienue. Kasamock, s 3a0bUIa YTO-TO OYEHbD
Ba)KHOe.

— Pebekka, ThI UJeIIL? — He BhIIEPXKAI oTell. — B ABeHa-
1IaTh Y MeHs 3aceJjaHUe I1apJIaMeHTa, W s He COOMparoch Omas-
JBbIBATh.

fl MOTHyJIa TOJIOBOM, IIPOTOHAA CTPAaHHOE YyBCTBO, U BOILIA
B OTJIJTAHHBIIN CepeOpPSHbIM J€PEBOM CaJIOH.

CroycTsa CeKyHIy pa3gajICs POBHBIN TyJI ABUTATeNA, MAIIMHA
YyTb B3[POTHYJIA U IUIABHO B3JIeTeJIa, C KAKIOU CeKyHJI0i Habu-
pad BBICOTY.

Mpormmaii, PyraeH... Hametock, GosbIie He yBUAUMCS!

Cronmuna BcTpeTwIa HAc JOXAeM. XMypble Tydd HU3KO Ha-
Buctu Hag CapToi, OT AyIIy HOJIUBAst Oe3JII0fHbIe YIUIIbI G6ecIio-
IATHBIMU JIEIAHBIMU CTPYSAMU. BBICOKME MU JOMOB MPadyHO
JepHeIu Ha ()OHe HENPUBETIUBOrO Heba, peJKre JBUTOPHI IIy-
CTpo GOPO3OYIN IPOCTPAHCTBO HAZ TOPOJOM, YKJIOHASACH OT MHO-
TOYUCTIEHHBIX dJIeKTpUYecKUx paspAnoB. OceHb. Cepas, IpoMo3-
1asd, HellpuBeIUBaA. bpp... HeHaBmxky chIpocTs!

— Caiirep, JaBail cHavyalIa K I0KHOU JBUI-PO, — 00pamasach
K IIWIOTY, PACIIOPAAWICA OTell.



