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[TPMKOCHOBEHWME
COMHEHWMA

[epcedona 1na Bnonb 6epera peku Ctrkc. PBaHble BOJHbI pa3ou-
BaJICb O TEMHYIO NOBEPXHOCTb, M OOTMHSI HANPSIMJIACh, BCTIOMHUB,
KaK BrepBble CIyCTUIach B MofizeMHoe LapctBo. OHa Toraa nomnbiTa-
7ach NnepenyibiTh IHMPOKYIO PEKY, He 3Has O MepTBeLax, UTO CKpbIBa-
nuch B ee nmyunHax. OHM yTalMaM ee Noj BOAY, BUEMUBILKUCh KOCT-
JISIBBIMU MasbLiaMK efi B KOXKY, — HaracTb Ha GOTMHIO MX 3aCTaBUIIO
HeMpeosi0NIMMOe KellaH1e YHUUTOXATb KU3Hb.

[lepcedona yxe nymana, uTo yTOHET, KOIZA €l Ha MOMOLLb MPH-
wesn [epmec.

Bce ato oTHIOZb He nopasoBano Auna, HO OH OTHeC ee K cebe
BO JIBOpeLl 1 3ajieuns1 paHbl. [1o3ke oHa y3Hana, 4To TpyIbl B peke
ObLIM IPEBHMMM MepTBeLaMK, MPUObIBILIMMY B NOA3EMHOE Liap-
cTBO 6€3 MOHEeTbI, 4TOObI 3an1aTUTh XapoHy. [IpuroBopeHHble Ha-
BEYHO OCTaBaTbCs B peKe, OHU CTalu OAHUM M3 MHOTOUMCIIEHHbIX
cnoco6oB Anzia 3alUTUTb FPaHULbl CBOETO LEAPCTBA — OT SKMBBIX,
YTO XOTEJIM B HEro NPOHUKHYTb, U MEPTBbIX, UTO XOTEJIM ero Mo-
KMHYTb.

Xors INepcedona uyBcTBOBana cebsi HEYIOTHO PSIIOM C PEKOH,
neii3axk BOKpyr Obu1 npekpaceH. CTUKC TSHYJICS HA MUJIH, COEIMHSI-
SICb C TOPU30HTOM, KOTOPbIi1 OTTEHSIM MpauHble ropbl. bepera Obiu
ycesiHbl OeJbIMM HapLICCaMH, YTO TOPEJM Ha TEMHOJ MOBEPXHOCTH
nono6Ho 6enomy orHto. Hanpotus rop, y ropusoHTa, BUIHENCS ABO-
pen Auza, 6allHK KOTOPOro YCTPEMIISUTUCh B HEOO, CJIOBHO OCTpble
KOHLIbI €er0 00CHIMaHOBOI KOPOHBI.
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Psinom c 6oruteii ta KOpu, Mononast AeByliKa ¢ ryCTbIMH IJTMH-
HbIMH KyZAPSIBBIMU BOJIOCAMH ¥ OJIMBKOBOIA Koskeii. Ha Heit 6butn po-
30Bbl€ OIEX[bl M KOKaHble CaHIAIUM — 3TOT aHCaMOJIb SPKO Bbl-
Jensiics Ha poHe MpauHbIX rop 1 yepHo Boabl. [Opu u [epcedona
OBICTPO MOAPYKWIKCh U YaCTO BMECTe OTHPABJISUIMCh HA MPOTYJIKU
o nonuue Acdonernb, Ho ceroans [NepcedoHa ybenuna neByLIKy
OTKJIOHMTbCS OT MX NPUBBIYHOTO MApLUPyTa.

Ona B3r7HyNa Ha CIyTHULY, C KOTOPO# Lija MOJ, PYKY, U CIpo-
cuna:

— Kak naBHo Tbl 31€cb, IOpu?

[lepcedona norampianach, 4To AylLla NPoOBesia 34ech ke Hema-
710 BpeMeHH, CyAsl 10 TPaAULIMOHHOMY MEIUIOCy, B KOTOPbIi Ta Oblia
ozera.

Tonkue 6posu Opy coumch Ha NepeHoCHLIE.

— 4 He 3Hat0. [laBHo.

— A Tbl IOMHHUILIb, KAKMM ObIJIO MOA3EMHOE LIapCTBO, KOTZA Th
37ecb oKasanacb?

[lepcedone xoTesnoch 3anaTb MHOKECTBO BOIIPOCOB O TOM, Ka-
KMM TO3eMHOE LiapCTBO ObLIO B aHTMYHOCTH — Ta €ro BEpCHst 10-
npexkHeMy TSAroTuna Auza, 3acTabiisila CThIIUTbCS M UYBCTBOBAaTb
cebst HEeOCTOMHBIM JIIOZICKOTO NOUUTAHMSI M XBaJIbl.

— Jla. He 3Hato, cmory 71 51 Koraa-HuOyab 3a0biTh, — OHA He-
JIOBKO paccmesiiach. — OHO OblIO COBCEM APYTUM.

— Pacckaxu mue, — nonpocuna Ilepcedpona. Hecmotps Ha uH-
Tepec K NpoLuioMy Anzia U MICTOPMM MOZI3EMHOrO LapCTBa, OHA He
MOIJIa OTPULIATh, YTO B IyOKMHe AyluK 60siIach YCIbILIATb MPaBLY.

Yro, ecnu eii He MOHPABUTCS TO, YTO OHA y3HaeT?

— INonzemHoe LapcTBO OBLIO... YHBUIBIM. 31€Ch He ObLIO HUYe20.
Mbi Bce GecliBeTHble, B TecHOTe. He ObIIO HM JIHSI, HU HOUH, TOJIBKO
MOHOTOHHAsl CEPOCTb, U Mbl CYLLIECTBOBAJIU B HENA.

3HauunT, OHM M NpaBa ObUIM MEHIMU — TEHbIO CaMuX ceOsl.

Korzna Ilepcedona Briepsble Oka3anach B 0J3eMHOM LLapCTBe,
Aup npuBen ee B cazi. OHa Oblna yskacHo 371a Ha Hero. OH Gpocun
eil BbI30B — OOTMHSI JOJKHA Obl1a CO371aTh >KU3Hb B MOJ3EMHOM
LlapCTBe MOoCJie TOro, Kak npourpana emy B nokep. OHa He 0CcO3Ha-
BaJla, K KAKUM NOCTIEACTBUSAM NPUBEZET €e MPUITIalleHne ChirpaThb,
He MOoHMMara, YTo Anj COrNacuiICsl MPUCOEANHUTBCS K Helt, 4TOObI
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CBA3aThb KOHTPAKTOM. O3ByYeHHble UM YCJIOBUSI IPUBEJIM €€ B elle
GobLLYIO SIPOCTD, KOTIa OHA YBUZENA €ro Cafi — POCKOLUHbIN 0a3KC
C SIPKMMM LIB€TaMU U UBaMHU. [10TOM OH NpPU3HAJICA €, YTO 3TO UJl-
mo3us. [lox pack1HyTbIMM MM YapaMu OCTaBasach BCE Ta 5Ke 3eMJIsl
U3 Mernsa v OTHs.

— 3BYuMT Kak HakasaHue, — npousHecna [lepcedona, pasmbiti-
JIsisl HaJl TeM, HAaCKOJIbKO Y)KaCHO Takoe OecLieIbHOe CyLLeCTBOBAHHE.

IOpu cnabo ynbIbHyIach U NoXKaja MieyamMH.

— 9710 ObIN Hall NPUTOBOP 3a TO, YTO MBI KUJIM 3aypsIIHOM
JKU3HbIO.

[lepcedona nomopumnace. OHa 3Hana, uToO B IPEBHKUE BpeMe-
Ha JIMLIb repor MOIJIM O3KMIATb 3MPOPUCTIUECKOTO NPeObIBaHNMSI B
TNOJ3eMHOM LiapCTBe.

— W3-3a uero Bce U3MEHMIOCH?

— 41 To4HO He 3Hat0. XOAMIM CIIyXM, YTO CMEpTHasi, KOTOPYIO
no6un Auz, ymepra v OTIpaBUIach Clofia.

Ilepcedona Haxmypunace. OHa 3ananach BOnpocoM, ObuIo Ju
5TO XOTb OTYACTH MPABAMBO, YUYUThIBASI, YTO MOJOOHAs MepeMeHa
npousoLia ¢ AMIOM U NOCJIe TOro, KaK OHa Hamucana o ero CAeskax
co cMepTHbIMU. Ero Tak BIOXHOBMIIA €e KPUTHKA, YTO OH AaJ CTapT
NPOEKTY «AJIKMOH», BKJIIOYaBILEMY B ce0sl CO37laHe COBPEMEHHO-
ro peabIMTALMOHHOrO LIEHTPa, KOTOPbIi NOJIKEH OblT OKA3bIBATh
GecriaTHyIO MOMOLLb CMEPTHBIM, CTPAJAlOLLIMM OT BCEX BUOB 3a-
BUCHUMOCTENA.

Ee BOpyr 0XBaTWJIO HEMPUSITHOE UyBCTBO, KOTOPOe ObICTPO pac-
MPOCTPAHUIIOCh 110 BCEMY TeJly CJIOBHO uyMa. Yro, ecnu oHa Obina
He eMHCTBEHHOI JII0O0BHMLEl, BAOXHOBSBLIEH Anna?

IOpu nponomkuna:

— 41 ckJIOHHA AyMaTb, YTO OH MPOCTO... PeLInsl U3MEHUTbCS.
Jlopn Aupn HaGmonaer 3a MupoMm. Korza B HEM CTajio MeHblIe Xao-
ca, BMECTe C HUIM U3MEHWJIOCh U NOJ3eMHOE LiapCTBO.

EnBa nu Bce Obu1o Tak npocro. [lepcedoHa neiTanach pasro-
BOpUTb Auza, HO OH m3beran 3ToM TeMbl. U Tenepb oHa crparum-
Bas1a ce0sl, MOKET JIM ero MoJ4aHue ObITb CBSI3aHO HE CTOJIbKO C
YyBCTBOM BUHbI, CKOJIbKO C K€JIaHUeM COXPAaHWUTb B CEKpeTe MOJ-
poGHOCTH ero nmpoLwibix poMaHoB? Ee MbIC/IM MeTanuch, NOJHSIB B
Hell BOJIHY HeyBEPEHHOCTH ¥ COMHEHMI. CKOJIbKMX SKEHILMH JI0OMT
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Ann? Ocranuchb 1 y Hero 4yBCTBa K KOMY-TO U3 Hux? [TpuBoaun iu
OH MX B MOCTeJIb, YTO Tenepb AeNn C Heii?

Ot aT0it MBICIIM Y HEe BCe cxkanocb BHYTpH. K cuactblo, ee oT-
BJIeKJ1a Tpynna AyLl, CTOSILLMX Ha NUpCe Y PeKH.

[lepcedona ocraHoBuUIaACh U KMBHYJIa B CTOPOHY TOJIIIBL:

— Kro 3ro, HOpn?

— Hosble nymm.

— A nouemy oHu TecHsiTcs Ha Gepery Ctukca?

M3 Bcex ayLu, ¢ KOTOPbIMM Y3Ke MPUXOAMIIOCH CTanKuBaTbCs [lep-
ceoHe, 9TH BBIIISZIENM CAMBIMIL... MEPTBbIMU. VX nmiia 6butH 1o-
HUKLIMMH, C TenesbHOoi Koxei. OHM Kannch Apyr K Ipyry, CCYTy-
JIMBLLKCD, CO CKpEeLIeHHbIMU Ha IPyAX PyKaMH, U JPOXKaH.

— TloTomy uTO OHM GosiTcsl, — oTBetHna KOpy TakMM TOHOM,
CJIOBHO MX CTpax Obl1 OUeBHJIEH.

— 41 He noHumaro.

— BonbLIMHCTBY U3 HUX PAacCKa3blBaJIM, KaK Y>KAaCHbI OJI3EMHOE
LIApCTBO U €ro BJIACTENMH, TaK YTO, KOIZla OHM yMUpasH, UM OblIo
CTpALIHO OTNPABJIATHCS CIOA.

9to Bo3myTHIO [lepcedony — mo Gosblueii YacTH NOTOMY, 4TO
MoZI3eMHOE LApCTBO He ObIJIO MECTOM, KOTOPOTro cTouT 6osiThcsl. Ho
OHa Takke 0OHapysKuJIa, YTo 3MUTCs Ha Anuna — 3a ero GesneicTre
1 HeXeJlaHKe M3MEHUTb TaKoe BOCTPUSITHE LiapCTBa U ero caMmoro.

— HukTo He ycriokamBaet ux, KOrza OHM OKa3bIBalOTCsl y BpaT?

lOpu Gpocuia Ha Hee CTpaHHBII B3IJISA, CJIOBHO He MOHMMasl,
1oyeMy KTO-TO BOOOLIE AOJIKEH YCIIOKaUBaTh MK MPUBETCTBOBATD
HOBOMNPHUOBIBLUME AYLIH.

— XapoH nepeBo3uT ux uepe3 CTHKC, Aasblie OHU JOJIKHbI
npovitu fopory no Cyna, — ckasana lOpu. — [locne storo mx 6o
OTHPABJISIFOT K MECTY MOKOSI, MO0 MPUroBapMBaIOT K BEUHbIM CTpa-
nanusiM. Tak ObUIO Beerna.

[lepcedona ctucHyna yemoctr ot pasapaxenust. Eit kazanocb
YIMBUTEJIbHBIM, UTO ellle MUHYTY Ha3aJi OHU Pa3roBap1Balii O TOM,
KaK CMJIbHO M3MEHMJIOCh MOJI3eMHOe LIapCTBO, a ceifuac BAPYT CTAIU
CBUZIETENISIMU apXanyHbIX oObluaeB. He ObII0 HUKAKMX MPUUMH JH-
LIATh 3T JyLIM NPUBETCTBEHHbIX U yCMOKaUBaKoLMX c10B. OHa 3a-
6pana y KOpu cBoto pyKky M 3aluarazna K OXUAaroLLeii rpynme, 3amelL-
KaBLUMCb NPY BUJIE TOTO, KAK OHM 3a[|pO3KaJIi M OTILATHYJIUCD OT Hee.
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OHa y7bIOHy1aCh, HaIESICh, UTO 3TO YMEHDILUUT UX BOJIHEHHE:

— 3npasctsyiite. Mens 30ByT [lepcedona.

Iy no-npexkxHemy Tpeneranu. borune cnenosano 3Harb, 4To
ee 1Msl UX He YCIOKOUT — Bce b0 6eccmbicieHHo. 06 3ToM 1o-
3aboTuiack ee MaTh, [leMerpa, onummnuiickast 60rMHs IIOLOPOAKS.
M3-3a cBOMX cTpaxoB OHa npoxepxkana [lepcedoHny B CTeKJISIHHOM
TIOpbMe OOJIBLIYIO YacTb ee 5KM3HH, He 11aB I0YepH BO3MOXKHOCTb
obpecTy nounTareneii M TeEM CamMbIM JIMILKB ee CHJL.

Ha GoruHio HaxsibiHyna Oypst SMOLMIA: OTYasiHUE M3-3a HECIO-
COBHOCTH MOMOUb, 'PYCTb OT OCO3HAHUSI COOCTBEHHOTO Geccumust 1
THEB HA MarTb, MOMbITABILYIOCS 0OMaHYThb CyabOY.

— Bam Hazmo mokasaTb MM, YTO Bbl GOTHHS, — MPEANOJIOKMIA
lOpu. Ona nocnenosana 3a [lepcedoHoi, Korga Ta HanpaBuIach K
IyLiaM.

— 3auem?

— 3710 ux ycnokout. Ceituac Bbl 17151 HUX MaJIO YeM OTIIMYaeTeCh
OT OCTaJIbHbIX AYLL B IOA3EMHOM LiapcTBe. A BOT eC/v Bbl NIpeCTa-
HeTe nepes HUIMK OOTMHeN, OHM NPOHMKHYTCS K BaM YBaskKEHHEM.

[lepcedona Bo3pasuna: 3TH NIOAM He 3HAJIU €e UMEHH — Kak ee
003keCTBEeHHBI1 00IMK 00JIErunT X CTpaxu?

ITorom tOpu noGasuna:

— Mol nountaem 60ro.. Tak Bbl JapyeTe UM HaLexAy.

[Nepcedone He HpaBuiCcs ee GOKeCTBEeHHbII 005MK. OHA 10O
He MOIJ7Ia NPUHATb cebsl B KauecTBe OOrMHM, MOKa He oOpesia CUJIbL.
W naxke xorna B ee >XM3HM MOSIBUIACh Marus, BAOXHOBJIEHHAs Npe-
KJIOHeHHeM Auza, B 3TOM M71aHe MaJio YToO U3MeHMoch. OHa ObICT-
po MoHsina, uyto 0671aaTh Marueil — OfHO, a MPABMJIBHO €10 MOJIb-
30BaTbCst — coBceM apyroe. U Bce ke 1151 Hee OblI0 BaXKHO, UTOOBI
3TH AyLUM NOUYYBCTBOBAIM ce0s1 palyLIHO MPUHATHIMU B NOI3€MHOM
LapcTBe, YToObl OHM YBUAENHM LIapCTBO Ana Kak HoBoe Havaino. Ho
Gorblie BCero oHa XoTena, YToObl OHM MOHSIIM — OHU Hebe3pasnnuy-
Hbl CBOEMY LiapIo.

[epcedona onycruna 4yapsl, yaepskMBaBLUMEe ee CMEPTHBI 00-
pa3. Marust, nofo6HO LIeJKy, COCKOJIb3HYJIA C ee KOXKH, 1 OHa Mpe]-
cTaja rnepeq Ayliamu B He3eMHOM cHsiHuu. Ee Genble pora, Kak y
JIECHO¥ aHTWJIONbI, BAPYT MOKAa3aJIUCh e/ TsKesiee, Korga oHa 00-
pena cBoii HacTosiLKit 067MK. Ee KyapsiBble BOJIOCHI TOCBETIIENH OT
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MeIHO-30JI0ThIX 10 CBET/IO-COJIOMEHHBIX, @ I71a3a 3arOpetch OyThl-
JIOUHO-3€JIeHbIM LIBETOM.

OHa cHOBa y/nbIOHYIACh AyLIaMm:

— Sl TepcedoHa, 6oruHs BecHsl. 51 pafa BUIETD 30ech BCEX Bac.

Peaxuyst Ha ee custHue He 3acTaBuia ceds sknatb. TosbKo uTo Jpo-
KaBLLKMe NyLUM NPeKJIOHWM nepen Heii konenu. Teno [lepcedoHnbl Ha-
MpSITIOCh, cepaLie 3abumnock ObicTpee. Boruus 1warHyna Brepen.

— O ner, noxanyiicra. — OHa onycTunach nepes ogHOM U3
IYLI — TOXWIO# KEHLIMHOI C KOPOTKMMH CeIbIMU BOJIOCaMU 1 Oe-
7101, KaK Oymara, Kosxkeil. BoruHst [OTpoHyach 10 ee IeKu 1 3arsi-
HyJ1a B CBeT/I0-ronyOble rnas3a. — [loxkanyiicTa, BCTaHbTe, — CKa3ana
OHa ¥ NIOMOIJIA >XEHLLIMHE MOJHATbCS Ha HOTHU.

OcranbHble Ayl NPOAOJIKAIA CTOATh HA KOJIEHSIX, MOHSB rO-
7N0BBbI. VX B3m1s17bl ObLIM IPUKOBAHBI K OOTHHE.

— Kak Bac 3oByT?

— JJMHOp, — NPOXPUIIENa SKEeHLIMHA.

— 3nuHop, — [lepcedoHa ¢ ynbIOKOIT MOBTOPUTIA €e UMsl. —
41 HaneroCb, YTo NoA3eMHOE LapCTBO MOKAXKETCS BaM TaKUM XKe CIIo-
KOMHbIM ¥ YMUPOTBOPSIIOLLMM, KaK U MHE.

Ee cnosa nomornu keHlMHe pacnpaBUTb OMYLLEHHbIE TUICUM.
[lepcedona warnyna K crnenyroLLei ayuie, a NOTOM K CJIeLYIOLLEH,
TOKa He MOrOBOPUIIA C Kak[0/ U3 HUX, U BCE OHU CHOBA BCTaJIN.

— HaBepHoe, Tenepb HaM BceM Hy>kHO MoiTH K [omo cyna.

— O, B 9TOM HeT HeoOxoxMMoCTH, — npepBasa ee Opu. — Ta-
Hatoc!

[Nepen HUMM TYT ke BO3HKMK KpbLIaThblit 60r cMepTi. OH ObL1 Mpe-
KpaceH B CBOEM MpPa4yHOM 00JIMKe, ¢ 6J1eIHOI KOKeld, KpOBaBO-Kpac-
HbIMM Iy0aMu 1 GeNbIMK BOJIOCAMH, HUCTIaAaBILMMK €My Ha TUIeUH.
Ero rony6ble rnasa Gbuv MOBoOHbI BCIBILIKE MOJIHUM B HOUHOM Hele.
IMpucyrcrBue TaHaToca NPUHECTIO C COOOI CIIOKOMCTBHE, KOTOPOE
[lepcedona owytuna B rpyan. OHa CJIOBHO CTasia HEBECOMOA.

— Munenu, — oH noxyoHwicst. Ero ronoc 6bu1 Menogu4HbIM 1
3BYUHbIM.

— Tanaroc, — Ilepcedona He cMoria caepskaTb LIMPOKOM
YIIbIOKH.

Bo Bpemst ux nporynku no 3nusuto TaHaToC cTan nepsbIM, KTO
3aCTaBMJl €e MHaue B3IJISSHYTb Ha HEJIerkyl posib Aua B Kaue-
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crBe 6ora MepTBbIX. Ero MHeHue nomoro [lepcedone HeMHOTo
Jy4lle MOHSATb YCTPOWCTBO MOA3EMHOrO LlapcTBa M, MO MpaBfe
roBopsi, 4aJIO €ii To, 6e3 4ero oHa He MOIJIA MOJHOCTbIO OTAATb-
cs Auny.

OHa MaxHy’a CTONMMBLUMMCS JyIllaM Y NPeACTaBuIa ux Oory.

OH ez1Ba 3aMeTHO, HO MCKPEHHE YIBIOHYIICS:

— MBbl y>Kke 3HaKOMBbI.

— O! — VY Hee nokpacHeny 1ieku. — [Ipoctu. 51 3abbina.

Tanaroc GbUT )KHELIOM AyLl, U UMEHHO €ro JIMLO CMepTHbIE BUJie-
JI1 TIOCTIEIHUM, NIPEKZE YeM OTNpaBUTbCs HA Oepera CrHkca.

— ¢ kak pa3 cobupanacb NpOBOAUTb HOBbIe AyLuK K [Tomio cyza.

Ona 3amernna, uto rnasa TaHartoca cjerka pacnaxHyJsncb, U OH
B3rIsHy Ha lOpu. Ta GbicTpo 3aroBopuna:

— Jlenu llepcedone nopa Bo3spatuarbcs Bo Asopel. He mornu
Obl Bbl MPOBOJMTb X BMeCTO Hee, Tanatoc?

— KoneuHo, — oTBeTun OH, MOAHSB PyKy K rpyau. — byny pan
NIOMOUb.

[lepcedona Ha npowianue nomaxasna aywam. TaHatoc noBepHy-
Cs K TOJINe, PaCKMHYJ CBOM KPbUIbsSl ¥ MCU€3 BMeCTe C AyllIaMHu.

IOpu o6Buna cBoeit pykoii 10KoTh [lepcedoHbl U NoTSHYNA
npoub oT 6epera Ctukca, Ho [lepcedoHa BOCIPOTHBUIACE.

— 3aueM TbI 370 caenana? — crpocuna GOruHsL.

— Yro umenHo?

— MHe He HyxHO Bo 1Bopet, Opu. 5 morna 6bl OTBECTH AyLIM
K [Toso.

— Tlpocrure, Iepcedona. 51 6osnach, UTO OHM 3acChINAT Bac
npocbbamm.

— Ilpocbbamn? — Ona capunyna 6posu. — O YeM UM NMPOCUTb?

— O 6narax, — o6bsiciuna HOpu.

[lepcedona xuxuknyma:

— $1 He B TOM MOJIOKEHUH, YTOOBI OZlapUBaTh Oraramu.

— Omnu 3TOrO He 3HarOT, — noxarna redyamu f0Opu. — Onu BUZAT
TOJIbKO OOTMHIO, KOTOpAst MOKET [IOMOUb MM MOJIYUNUTb ayAUEHLIMIO
y Auaa uny BepHYTbCSl B MUP SKUBbIX.

[lepcedona Haxmypunach:

— C yero Tbl B3sina?

— [oTomy 4TO 51 ObI7Ia ONHOIN U3 HUX.
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