





bETTHU CMHUT

Sabmpa
bydem

JYHue

@



YAK 821.111-31(73)
BBK 84(7Coe)-44
C50

Betty Smith
TOMORROW WILL BE BETTER

Copyright © 1948 by Betty Smith

Llikona nepesoaa
B. baxanosa

[lepeBon ¢ aHrnuiickoro Mapuu Hukoaenko

XynoxecTBeHHOe opopmiierue Subt [laramapuyx

Cwmur, Berru.
C50 3aBtpa Oyzmet ayuiie / berru Cmur ; [mepeBoia ¢ aHITIMHACKOTO
M. HuxkoneHko]. — Mockaa : Bkcemo, 2021. — 288 c.

ISBN 978-5-04-117707-2

Mapmxu IsHHOH BbIpocyia B OeqHOI ceMbe, BCIO XU3Hb Habonas 3a
HEIPOCTHIMU OTHOILIEHUSIMU poauTeneil. OHa ObUTa TBepIo yOexaeHa: Korua
€l BbIMaJeT UIaHC CO3/1aTh CBOIO CEMbIO, BCE CJIOXKUTCS o-aApyromy. Ho, Bblii-
IS 3aMyX 3a cocencKoro mapHsi @poHKY U BBIPBABIIUCH M3 POTUTETHCKOTO
noMa, Mapmku moiMeT, KakK CIIOKHO OCTAThCSl BEPHOW CBOUM HICaIaM U He
pacTepsiTb CBOM MEUThI, CTOJIKHYBILHUCH C CypOBOM PEaIbHOCTBIO XXU3HU.

«3aBTpa Oyzer Jydiiie» — POMaH O IMOMBITKE BHIPBATHCS U3 3aMKHYTOTO
Kpyra 6eTHOCTH U OTYYXXKIEHHOCTU U O TOM, KaK POAMTEIH, Xelasi JaTh JeTsIM
camoe Jyyiiee, 3a0bIBalOT 1aTh UM caMoe TJIaBHOE.

VIIK 821.111-31(73)
BEBK 84(7Coe)-44

© Huxkoaenko M., nepeBos Ha pyccKuii s3biK, 2021
© M3nanue Ha pyccKoM s3bIKe, ohopmiienne.

ISBN 978-5-04-117707-2 000 «M3natenscTBo «Dkemo», 2021



«Credula vitam spes fovet, et melius

cras fore, semper ait». '
Tibullus!

Thaea 1

«B 1le1oM MHUpe He HallTM MecTa XOJIOMHEE U Oe3JIoaHee,
yeM OpYKJIMHCKasl yauila B cy00OTy BeuyepoM», — IoayMaja
Mapnxu [I3HHOH U, ellie MI0THEee 3aKyTaBIIMCh B NaJbTUII-
KO, MOBEpHYyJIa 3a yroj. Eif yXXe MUCIOJTHUIOCh CEMHAALATh,
y Hee Obl1a paboTa — BOT IOYEMY OHa ceifyac Iarajia ojgHa Io
3uMHeMy ropoay. OHa cTajla HE3aBUCUMOW W MOTJIa HE BO3-
BpalaTbcs JOMOU K neBATU. TsKeno 3aBoeBaHHOI CBOOOAOM
HaUIeXXaJI0 BOCIOJIb30BAThCS, TAXKE €CIIM JUISI 3TOTO NPUIIIOCH
Obl okoueHeTb. KoHeuHO, Impolie ObUIO CIAaThCs: YKPBIThCS
OT MOpO3a Ha Teruioil KyxHe. Ho Mapmxku pelinia nposiBUTh
CTOMKOCTB: yCTh MaMa MPUBBLIKAET — JJISI TOYEPU MUDP HE
OrpPaHWYMBAETCS HEMPUBETIMBBIMU JOMAIIHUMU cTeHaMu. Pa-
IIM 3TOrO OHa W Opoauia Mo yJaullaM B OTMHOUYECTBE XOJOTHBIM
STHBAPCKHUM BEUYEPOM.

Y4yeby Mapmxu npekpaTuiia B IIECTHAALATD JIET, TOCJIE IBYX
KJIacCOB cTapliei mkojibl BoctouHoro okpyra. Eif He Teprnienoch
cKopee HaiTu paboTy, MojiydyaTb COOCTBEHHbIE J€HBIU, KUTh
CcOOCTBEHHOM X13HbIO. PaboTy oHa Hallllla, mpUYeM MHTepeC-
HYIO — pa3dupaTh KOppeCIoHAeHINIO (pupMbl « ToMcoH-3KOH-
coH. ToBaphl ITOYTOI», YbM KOHTOPHI 1 CKJIAIbl HAXOIWINCH
BO3Jie OPYKJIMHCKUX JOKOB, B Yace €3bl OT TOMa Ha TPaMBae.

I ToBepumnBas HageX1a MOANEPKMBAET XU3Hb U BCETA TBEPIUT, UTO
3aBTpa Oyaer syuiie. Tubymn (ram.). — 3dece u dasee npumeu. nep.
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OpHako 3Ta mepeMeHa He IpuHeciaa MapIxku oxXugaeMoi
He3zaBrcuMocT. COOCTBEeHHUYECKEe YYBCTBA MaTepy He I10-
3BOJIMJIY MYIIOBMHE TTOPBAThCH, a JINIIb 3aCTABHIIM €€ IPOXKaTh
oT HaTskeHMsI. Kak u MHOrue mpyrue OeBYIIKW M3 OCTHBIX
OpPYKIMHCKUX cemeit, Mapau noikHa Oblla IPUHOCUTH BCe
XKaJIOBaHbE TOMOM.

Eit nmnaTtunm nBeHamaTh JOJUIAPOB B HENEINIO, U KaKIbIii
cy0OOTHMIA Beuep OHa, 10 IIPUMEPY OTILIAa, IepeaaBajia 3aKIeeH-
HBII KOHBEPT B IPOTSIHYTYIO MaTePUHCKYIO pyKy. TakoBa Oblia
TPagULIMSL; TIPUJIMYHBIA MYK WJIM XOPOIINUI peOeHOK ITPUHOCUT
JIOMOM T10JIy4KYy HeEpacleyaTaHHOM.

N3 xonBepra Pnio BeAaBana 1o4Yepu IBa gojiiapa, 00jb-
IIeil YacThIO YXOOMBIIME Ha MPOe3 U JJaHdY — Kode U COHI-
BUY C Koabacolt (Imo4Ty Bce y Hee Ha paboTe M30 IHS B ICHB
MepeKyChIBAJIM UMEHHO TaK). OcTaBIlIMecs MSAThIECIT LIEHTOB
B HEJEIIO MIPUXOANIIOCH PACTITUBATh HA OCTAJIbHOE: U Ha XOT-
JIOT, KOTOpbIii Mapaku chefasa MmoroJjiaM ¢ MoAPYKKOM, eciau
JIETOM OHM OTIIPAaBIISUIMCh Ha TpamBae B KaHapcu, 1 Ha 4allKy
ropsiYero IIoKoJana ¢ Iarnkol U3 CypporaTHBIX B30OUTHIX CIM-
BOK U IBYMSI KpeKepaMu Ha Omtoaedke (B bpykinHe 310 1akom-
CTBO TPAAUILIMOHHO 3aBepIllaJio BOCKPECHYIO MPOTYJKY), U Ha
rnomMaay u3 Mara3uHumka «JI1060i ToBap Mo AeCITh LIEHTOB».

Y Mapmku HUKOTIa He XBaTaJIo IeHET Ha BCe TO, YTO TaK OT-
YasiHHO X04eTCsI UMETh MOJIOAeHbKOI neBylike. K mpumepy, oHa
OBl C paloCThIO cleaga cebe COBPEMEHHYIO CTPIIKKY — TaKyIo,
YTOOBI Ka3aJloCch, OYATO BOJOCH pacTpenai Berep. Kak y Punu,
ee MOIPYXKM 13 KOHTOpel. Ho MomHas mmpuyecka TpeboBaja
YaCThIX ITOXOIOB B ITAPUKMAaXEPCKYIO, a TaM I10JIarajoch OCTaB-
JISITb CBEPX MOJIOKEHHOM ILJIAThI €111¢ U LIEHTOB NATh Ha yaii. I1o-
CKOJIbKY Mapmxu He Morja cebe 3TOro mo3BOJIMTh, ITPUXOIU-
JIOCh IOBOJILCTBOBATHCS OOBIYHOM CTPMKKOM «I101 (POKCTPOT»,
U ee JINIIO C 00EHX CTOPOH OOJICIUISUIM KUACHBKIE KyIPSIIIKH.

Hnorga Mapmxu MedTasa, 9To €l BIPYT IIPUOaBUIIN XKaJIo-
BaHbe. O0s13aTeIbHO JIU TOBOPUTH 00 3TOM Mame? W MOKHO
He3aMETHO BBITACKMBATH JUIIHUNM JTOJUIAp-IPYroi, a IMOTOM
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CHOBa 3aKjernBaTh KOHBePT? Yero ToabKO He KYIUILb Ha 3TU
neHbru!.. I Bce-taku 310 ObLI ObI 0OMaH. MapaxXu MOMHUIIA,
YTO cKa3aja el yYuTeJbHUIIA, KOTIa Ha KOHTPOJIbHOM OHa Kpa-
€M IJIa3a 3aIyIsIHy/Ia B COCEACKYIO TeTPaaKy:

— Tak HaumHa0T Bce IpecTynHuKU. CHayana 4el0BeK
CHUCBIBAET B IIKOJIE, U 3TO CXOOUT EMY C PYK, IOTOM COBEp-
maeT Bce 0ojiee 1 6osiee cepbe3Hble MpocTynku. [Toka He To-
nagaet B TopbMy CHUHI-CHHT.

CTaHOBUTHCS MpecTyHULIe Mapmku, KOHEYHO, HE XOTe-
na. C gpyroii CTOPOHEL... HUKTO Beab He y3Haet! Ilepen Helo
BO3HHMKaJIa CTapas AeTcKas IuieMMa: HaxkaTh WM He HaXaTb
Ha KHOIIKY, €CJI1 OT 3Toro B Kmrae ympeT Kurtael, a THI I10-
JIyIMIITh MAIIAOH AoyutapoB. MHoroa Mapmku Ka3ajaoch, 4TO
OHa Haxaya Obl Ha KHOIIKY 0e3 KojebaHuli, a UHOrAa — 4TO
MUJUIMOH JIOJUIAapOB HE CTOMT XKM3HU YesioBeKa, Jaxe eC/id OH
KHTaell U XXMBET Ha Kpato 3eMiau. Kak ObI To HM OBLIO, HAXKAaTh
Ha TaKy KHOIIKY Map/kKi HUKTO He IIpeiarai, U Ha IpubaB-
Ky B OJIimKaiiiee BpeMsI TOXe pPacCUYMUTHIBATh HE IIPUXOIUIOCE.
DTO0 M30aBIISIO €€ OT COMHEHUIA.

Ilepen TeM Kak BepHYTbCS, Mapmxu peliuia elie pas
npoiti Mumo goma @p3Hku. OHa B HEro He BOOUIACh, TTPO-
CTO 3TO OBIJT OMWH W3 HEMHOTUX MapHei, KOTOPhIX OHA 3HAJIA.
BnepBrie oHa oOparwia Ha HETO BHMMaHME ABa Tofa Hazam,
KoTna oHM o0a BBINTyCKaIUCh M3 cpeaHei mkoabl Ne 18. o
LIEPEMOHUM BbIAAYM aTTECTATOB OH ObLT 1J1s1 Hee TTpocTo PpaH-
KM — MaJIO3HAKOMBbII1 TEMHOBOJIOCHII MaJIbUMIIKAa-UpJIaHIell.
Ho xorma mupexTop mpousHec ero ImojHoe uMs: «Pp3Hcuc
3eriBup M30yH», OHO MOKa3aa0Ch el 3HAYUTEIbHBIM, KaK
packphbiTas TaiiHa. Y cam ®paHKHM ¢ TeX MOp TOXE CTasl 3Ha-
YUTh JJIsT Hee OOJIbIIIE, YeEM pPaHbIIIE.

Bo BpeMs mporyiioK 1o KBapTajly OHa JBaKIbl IIPOXOAMa
MuMO ero goma. Ha TpeTuii pa3 eit moBe3no: ®psHKM KakK pa3
CIyCcKaJjcs, TPOMKO CTy4a MOAOIIBaMM, Ha yiauily. Mapmkxu
YyTh B3IPOTHYJIa, CAeJaB BUI, OyATO BhIIILIA U3 ITYOOKOH 3a-
IYMYMBOCTH, KOTJIa OH BIPYT OOpaTHIICS K Hei:
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— YTo ckaxemb, Mapax?

— VYxacHo XoJIogHO, MpaBaa? — Mpou3Hecaa OHa, IocTa-
paBLIMCh NPUIATH CBOEMY FOJI0CY APa3HSIIILYIO ITeBYYECTb.

— W He rosopu!

OH 3ammaraji B IPOTUBOMNOJIOXHYIO CTOPOHY — B Mara3uH-
YUK Ha YIJ1y 32 MaYKOil cCUrapeT WM IPOBEPUTH, IIPOAAETCs JIn
yKe yTpeHHsIs ra3zeta. Kak xanab, 4yTo Mapaxu ceromHs ryJsia
10 4acoBoi cTpeike! A To OB eif 0bI0 ¢ PPIHKM I10 MYTH,
1 OHU JOIIIN OB BMECTE ax 0o OmmKaiimero moBopora. OHa
MOHKWMAaJa, YTO MapeHb HUYEro 0COOEHHOTO CO0O0I He mpel-
crapiisieT. M Bce ke COIIeT, IToKa He ITOABEPHETCSI KTO-HUOYIb
Tocephe3Hee.

Homoit oHa BEpHYJIAch YyTh IO3XKE NEBATH, TEM HE MEHEe
®J10 IPUHSIIACH C IOJO3PEHHUEM €€ PAaCCIPAIMBATh:

— I'ne 6b11a?

— Hurgze.

— 3uMoOI1 TT0 HOYaM JIIOAV «HUTIE» He XOIMT.

— S npocro rynsina.

— B Takoit xonon HUKTO «IIPOCTO» He TryasieT. Tebds rae-To
HOCWJIO, Y Thl OOUIIBCS cKa3aThb 00 3TOM POIHON MaTepu.

— Ox, Mama! — BeIpBaJIoch Y Mapmxu.

— Panu tBoero ke 0j1ara TeOe TOBOPIO: JOUTPACIIbCs, TOBE-
JeT TeOs1 KaKo-HUOyIb MyKUYMHA 10 Oebl, TOraa He IPUXOan
KO MHe IJIaKaTbcs!

— ¥V MeH$ HeT 3HaKOMBIX MY>XKYH1H, a €CJIM Obl U ObLIU, MHE
HETIe TOXOOUTh C HUMU 0 Oembl.

— bb110 OBI XenaHue, a 1 MeCTO, U CIOCO0 HaWayTCsl, —
n3pekia ®jo yrproMo. — Tak rae Tedst Hocuio?

— S npocro rynsna. YectHoe ¢iioBo. OcTaBb MEHS B IIOKOE,
mama. IToxkanyiicra!

— BBl ¢ otToM — nBa canora napa! Tonbko 3amaliib Bam
BOIIPOC — BBI Cpa3y AaBail IETYIINTHCS.

— A rne, KcraTu, namna? — crpocuyia Mapixu, paaysiCh
BO3MOXXHOCTU CMEHUTH TEMY.
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— Bor ero 3naet! Heboch ToNIBKO noa yTpo aBUTCcs. YTo HU
Beuep, OpocaeT MeHs 1oMa OfHy ... — P10 moHecaach, MOMNaB
B Hae3XEeHHYIO KOJIEIO.

B nocrenu Mapaku J0Jro He Moriia corpeTbes. [Ipuliinioch
YKPBIThCSI C TOJIOBOM M IBIIIATh MoA ofesioM. HakoHell oHa
pacciiabuiach, 3aapeMaB M0oJI 3aBbIBaHUE BeTpa 3a OKHOM. «Kak
MHE MOBEe3J10, — MOAYMaJoCh €il, — UTO y MeH$ ecTh AoM! DTo,
HaBepHOE, Y>KaCHO — HE MMETh CBOETO YIJIa M OpOIUTHh HOUBIO
MO XOJIOAHBIM YJIMIIAM IO Te€X IMOp, MOKa HE 3aMEepP3HElb Ha-
cMmepTh. Ecin MHe mpuOaBsT XKajloBaHbe, S BCE OTIaM MaMe.
YynecHO UMETb AOM U CEMBIO!»

ITpexne yuem Mapaku ycresa Kpernko YCHYTb, K Heil pu-
IIIeJI TOT COH, KOTOPBIM OHA yXe BUIeIa MHOTO pa3: O TOM, KakK
OIHaXIbl B IETCTBE OHA ITOTepsIach Ha yiaulie. 3Hasl, YTo OyaeT
cTpaliHo, Mapxxu noaymasna, He pa3orHaTh JIM APEMOTY, T10-
Ka He MO3HO0, HO BCe-TaKM He 3aX0TejIa OOPOThCS C MPUITHON
¢71a00CTHIO0 BO BCEM TeJIe U IT03BOJIMIIA ce0e IIPOBAIMTLCS B 3a-
OBIThE.

Heno 6b110 eToM. ZKapkum JeTHUM yTpoM. CHOBUIEHNE
HAYMHAJIOCh C TOro, 4YTo MapaXu 4yBCTBOBaJja TeIJIblii BETep,
obmyBaromuit Horu. BoT oHa oImycTuiia riasa:; 1a, Ha Hel HO-
COYKM M HOBEHBbKME KOPUYHEBBIE OOCOHOXKHN, KOTOPhIE MaMa
npuodpena 111 Hee B MarasuHe baTTrepMeHa 3a COpOK IeBSITh
LEeHTOB. ['opAOCTb MO cyYaro UX MOKYNKU — OAHO U3 ee Tep-
BBIX BOCIIOMMHAaHMi1. Yl BOT BO CHE OHAa CHOBA pafgoBajach 3TUM
CaHJAJTNKaM.

Mapmku — NATUASTHSS T1eBOYKa, MaMa — JKEHIIMHA IBa-
LIaTH MATU JIET, OYeHb KpacuBas (Tak, Mo KpaliHelt Mepe, Ka-
KeTcsl MaJIeHbKOM nouke). KakuM-To HeOOBbICHUMBIM 00pa3oM
MaTh 1cde3aeT, 1 pebeHOK ocTaeTcd onuH. IlommaBasick Hapac-
Tarouei naHuke, Mapaxu 6poaut no bpyknuHy. HakoHel no-
BOpayMBaeT 3a yroJl U paJoCTHO IMTOHUMAET, UTO OKa3ajach Ha
3HaKOMOI1 ynulie. JIoM coBceM psiioM, HY>KHO TOJIBKO MPOUTH
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B OTPOMHBIE XKeJIe3HbIe BOPOTa. MapKul 6€XXKUT K HUM U BUITUT
3a HUMH OpPsHKM — HO He MajJbuMKa M3 IIKOJbI, a IOHOIIY.
OnHa c obJerdyeHMeM BBIIBIXAeT: ceiyac oH ee BIycTUT. OnHa-
KO, TIPUOJIM3UBIINCH K pellleTKe, OHA BUAUT Ha €ro JUIle yX-
MBUIKY Y CJIBIIIUT 1eT90K. PpaHKU 3amep BopoTa, Jajiblie He
MpoiiTH. Mapaku pelaaceT.

Ee 6ynut kakoii-to mym. CeB Ha KpoBaTU U MPUCTYIIaB-
IIKNCh, OHA TTIOHMMAET, YTO M3aBajia 3TOT 3BYK caMa: IIjIaKaja
B rojioc Bo cHe. «Bot mypexal» — pyraet ceds Mapmxu. W yto
B ee KoimMape aesan @pouku?.. [IpoTsaHyB pyKy, oHa HIyna-
eT cTteHy. [loToM 3arasabpiBaeT 4yepe3 OTKPHITYIO IBEphb CBOeit
KOMHATHI B TOCTUHYI0. BUTUT y3Krie OKHA, HATTOJTHEHHBIE CBE-
ToMm ¢oHapeii. «S moma, — ycrnokamBaeT oHa cebs. — Jlexy
B COOCTBEHHOM MOCTEJIN, U MHE HEYeTo 00S9Thcs. ToIbKOo ecnu
1 OTISITH YCHY, KOIIIMap IponoskuTes. Hamo MmemneHHo nocum-
TaTh 10 CTa».

He ycneB mocuuTath 1 40 IIECTUASCITH, OHA BCe-TaKU 3a-
cHyna. Ho Ha 3ToT pa3 m1yboKrM CHOM 0€3 CHOBUAECHMI — Ta-
KM, Ha KaKOI MOJIOIbIC JIIOAW MMEIOT IIOJTHOE IIPaBo.

[haea 2

IMo GexHbIM ya04KaM YwibaMcOepra! TopormBo 1araia
JKEeHIIMHA. 3a Hell cTapaTelbHO CeMEHUIT MaJIeHbKUI peOeHOK.
To u meno meBoYKa ocCTaHABIMBAalIach, YTOOBI OTABIIIATHCH,
a MOTOM TpycuJia elie ObICTpee, YTOObl HaBepPCTaTh YIYILEH-
HOE BpeMsl.

— IlocnenHuii pa3 s B3siia Te6s1 ¢ coOolt, — MpoBopyana
>KEHIIMHA paccesiHHO. — bynenb cuaeTh [oMa oaHa.

DTa yrpo3a He ITpom3Belia Ha IEBOYKY 0COOOTO BIeyatiie-
HUS. MOHOTOHHEBIN TOJIOC MaTepH, BCeraa ITOBBIIIEHHBINA OT
HEIOBOJILCTBA, 3BYJall IS Hee KaK cama Xu3Hb. Ecim OBl OH
BIPYT CTaj JJACKOBBEIM, MAJIBIIIIKA pacTepsiach Obl. OHA BHe-

IYunsamcGepr — paiion B Bpyximae (Hpio-Mopk).
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3aITHO ITonajia Obl U3 eIMHCTBEHHOIO MHUpa, KOTOPhI 3Hala,
B KAaKOM-TO 4Y>KOM U IIOTOMY ITyTarOIIUA.

— Kaxnplii pa3 ogHO U TO Xe! — pasgpakXeHHO IIPOIOJI-
*Kama ®no. — Beuno TeI Hoelmb 1 Hoellb! — OHa TIepelia Ha
CKpUITy4YMil THycaBbIi ¢anbleT: — «Bo3bMu MeHs ¢ coboii!
Bo3bmu MeHs coboii! S 6yny Bectu cebs xopouio!»

Mapmky ogHsIIa I7Ia3a Ha MaTh, He IIOHMMAsI, KOTO Ta Tiepe-
npasHuBaeT. OHa He 3HaJa JIIOIEi, KOTOPHIE TaK pa3roBapyBaroT.

®j10 IpoOYNTAIa MBICIH TOYEPH.

— Jla, ma! d teds nmero B Buny! He mpurtsopsiiics, 0ynro
Tebe HeBOoOMeK. — I'opecTHBIN TOH MaTepu BHYIAd peOeHKY
MYYHUTEIbHOE 9yBCTBO BUHBI. C KaKM-TO pacCesTHHBIM HETro-
JOBaHMEM XEHIIMHA IIpoforKana: — THl Takas Xe, KaK TBOU
orell. Hukorna BBl He 3HaeTe, 4ero XxotutTe. Jlaenb BaM TO, 4TO
BaM, TT0-BallleMy, TpeOOBaloCh, a ObIBAETE JIU Bl JOBOJILHBI?
Ja Hukornma! — UM nanee B TOM e ayXe.

®j10 He UCIIBITBIBAJIA HETIPUSI3HU K CBOeMy peOeHKy. Ec-
1 OBl XWJIKA €€ MCTUHHBIX YYBCTB BBEICBOOOMMIIACH M3-TIOM
3aTBEPIEBIINX CJIOEB TPEBOIY, TOPEUYr M OECCUIIUS, CTalo Obl
OYEBUJIHO, YTO OHA JIIOOUT NOUKy. [IpocTo eit Ooisbllie HE Ha
KOro OBIJIO BBITUIECHYTh 3MOIIMM — B 3TOM M 3aKJII0Yajiach
MIPUIMHA €€ IIOCTOSTHHBIX IIPUINPOK U pa3npakeHus. Mapmku
cTaja sl MaTepy CUMBOJIMYECKON (PUTYpOii, KOTOPOM MOXKHO
OBLIO aIpecoBaTh CBOM MBIC/IU, BhICKa3biBaeMble BCIyX. Hukro
He CTyIlaj ¢ TaKUM BHUMaHUEM U TaK He CUJIUJICS MOHsTh. Ec-
M 0bl caM ['ocriogb bor yrpeknyn @0 B TOM, YTO OHA I10-
CTOSIHHO KJIIOET MAJIBIIIKY, OHa ObI cKa3aja B CBOIO 3allIUTY:
«Jla 3T0 X HMYero He 3HaunT! PebeHOK He coobpakaer, 0 YeM
s1 TOBOpIO». IloTOM, IEMOHCTPUPYsI CBOEOOPA3HYIO XKEHCKYIO
CKJIOHHOCTb K TIpoTuBOpeunsaM, Pjo npubasuia oul: «K Tomy
XK€ 4eM OBICTpell JeBOUYKa CMEKHET, UTO XM3Hb He CIIJIOIIHbIC
LIBETOYKM J1a CepIAeUKH, TeM JIeTde eii OymeT».

OHuM gouuu 10 nepekpectka. Mo xorena B3ATh 0Yb 3a py-
Ky, HO Ta, oIacasich, Kak Obl MaMa He 3acTaBuia €e 0exXaTh elle
OBICTpee, CIIpsTana Py4oHKY 3a CITMHY W TTIOMOTaJjla TOJIOBOIA.
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— Hy nagno! Torma He B3aymaii 00Jiblile 3a MEHS LIETUISITh-
cs1. MoxeIllb XOTh MCYE3HYTh — MHE BCE PaBHO.

Cros ¢ Mapmxu Ha obourHe, P10 OKMHYA B3MJISIIOM He-
CUMITATUYHYIO YJIWILY JJIMHOM BCEro B OMMH KBapTal. TO ObLI
TYNUK, YIIMPaBIIUIAC B ABeHAALaTU(YTOBLIE! Xelle3Hble BO-
poTa MpayHoOIi cepoii 61aroTBOPUTEIbHOU O0JILHULIBI, KOTOPbIE
JIeJIaJid ero TOXOXUM Ha OOJBINYI0 Y3KYIO KiIeTKy. Kasanocs,
CTOUT TeOe CBEPHYTh Ha 3Ty YJIUILY, M ITyTU Ha3al y>Xe He OyIeT.
TsI HaBcerma ocTaHEIIbCS 30eCh, IIepel 3allepTHIMU OOJbHII-
HBIMUA BOPOTaMMU.

®io crano He mo cebe. B To Xe BpeMs B 3TOil KapTHUHE
OBLIO YTO-TO 3aBopaxkuBarllee. «YucTunmine, — mogymaia
oHa. — Jla, yncTuauiile u ectb. TyT MalOTCS TTOTEPSIHHBIE AY-
1M, 1O KOTOPHIX HUKOMY HET Jiejia. 31ech KaK OyaTO COBCEM
HETY XXU3HU: HU NepeBbEeB, HU MTallleK, HU (PMKYCOB, HU Irepa-
Hell. UHuTepecHO, TIpaBay Jim 60JTaloT 00 3T0i# ynuie? 31ech,
TOBOPSIT, HAIIUTM YOUTOTO MYKYMHY: OH OBUI 3aJIUT LIEMEHTOM
B ITOJBaJIe. A ellle TYyT IIPOCTUTYTKM YyTh HE B KaXIOM JIOME.
Xotena Obl 51 3HaTh, ObIBaJ JIM OH XOTb pas...»

@10 OBICTPO OTOTHAJIA MBICb O BO3MOXHOI HEBEPHOCTU
Myxa. «I'me eMy B3Thb IBa HojijIapa? — ype30HUIIa OHA ce0s1. —
Benp Bcio monydky oH otaaeT MHe. I1paBa Obljia Mama, YIOKOM
TI'ocrionp ee mymry. “Ilyckaii oTmaeT Tebe KOHBEpT Hepacreyda-
TaHHBIM, — TOBOpWJIa OHA. — BO3bMMU C Hero Takoe obelaHue
B TIepBYyI0 OpadyHyio HOYb. B mepByro OpauHyio HOYb MY>KUYMHA
Ha Bce comtacutcs”. Xopolllo, YTO IIEeCTh JEeT Ha3aml S MOCy-
majxa Mamy. A To cefiyac oH Obl yKe HUYEroleHbKU MHE He
rnooo6emans.

He nipepriBast moToka cBoux Mbiciieit, Do ckasaiaa peOeHKY:

— IlomMHuM, TBOSI 6abyllIKa OblIa XOpolllasi KeHII1HA.

DT c/ioBa o3aga4ynyiv Mapku: eil ObLJTO HETTOHSITHO, C Ye-
ro BIPYT pedyb 3anuia o 6adymke. OHa 3axHbiKaia. Do pas-
JpakeHHO B3IOXHYJIA:

11 pyr = 30, 48 cm.
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— Hy yero meneps?

— Vnuna, — XajnoOHO oTBeTHIa MapmxKu.

— YewM oHa Tebe He yroauna?

— MHe He HpaBHTCSI, KaK OHA Ha MEHS IJISIIUT.

O6parasgch K 6e3monHoMy Tynuky, Mo mpousHeca:

— Vauua-ynuia, 3Toil 1eBOYKe He HpaBMUTCS, KaK Thl Ha
Hee cMoTpuIb. Tak 4To IepecTaHb, CABIININL? A TO g 3amaM
Tebe, yauual

Mapaxuy IpUHSUIaCh 3aMHTEPECOBAHHO OIJISIIbIBATD TYIIHK,
IMO-BUAMMOMY, OXHWIasl 4yaa.

— He mnepecraer, — cka3aina oHa. — IIpomomxaer ris-
JETh.

— BX TBI! — pa3gocamoBaHHO BOCKJIMKHYJIA MaTb. — Y Y-
el HeTy T71a3. OHa He MOXeT Ha TeOsST CMOTpeTh. A eClIn YK
CMOTPUT, — MOIOOHBIE JJOTMYECKKE MTOBOPOTHI BCEraa o3ama-
yuBaau Mapku, — TO Te6ss HUKTO He 3aCTaBIISIET TYT CTOSITh
U UTpaTh ¢ Heil B rsgnenku. Ceityac nepeiineM 10pory, ¥ 4TOObI
s1 OOJIBIIIE HE CJIBIIIAJIA TaKUX TIYIIOCTEeH!

JleBouKe OBIIO CTPAILIHO NEPEXOINTH yrpioMyto yauiy. OHa
MOTSHYJach K MaMe, HO DJio He YITyCTUIa CiIydasi OTOMCTUTD
JIOYKE 32 HeTaBHMI XKeCT He3aBUCUMOCTH: TOXKe CIpsiTana pyKd
3a CIIMHY U IoKadasa rojioBoii. ['taza Mapmky HalloJTHWINCH
clie3aMu.

— Hy xak? Hpasurcsa? — cripocuiia @o.

Huuero He oTBeTUB, AeBOYKaA MPUHSIACH OBICTPO MEpedu-
paTh TOHKUMHU HOXKaMU, YTOOBI ITOCIIETh 3a MaTephlo. [lepeii-
1 ymuity, ®jo mpudaBuiia mary, ¥ peOeHOK Hayajl OTCTaBaTh.
«Huuero, moroHur, — noaymaina oHa. — JleTeit HaTO YYUTh.
Hano urytuth Hag HUMU, KOTIa OHU IyraioTces. S cama BOT Tak
BCEMY U Hayuyujach». [ me-To B INyOMHe ee CO3HaHUs cj1abo 3a-
Ope3Kuja MbICIb:

— A yemy, COOCTBEHHO, Thl HAy4YUJIACh?

— Hy kak xe... Kak Xxe... Sl Hayuunach AepKaThbCsl Ha HOrax.

— Jla? — A3BUTENILHO CIIPOCUJIA MBICIb.

— [a, — orBetmia @0, HO 6€3 0CO00IT YBEpEeHHOCTH.
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Mapaxu oTcTaja Tak CUIbHO, YTO YK€ U He IbITajlach J10-
rHaTh MaMy. BMecTo 3Toro oHa IoBepHyia 00paTHO, PEIINB
MIPOBEPUTH, TTO-TIPEKHEMY JIX Ta YJIuIa OyAeT Ha Hee INISICTh.
BHOBB OKazaBIINMCH IIepen XKelIe3HbIMUA BopoTamMu, Mapmku
cTajla MEIJIEHHO K HUM Ipubiamxkatbcsa. OHa 3arisabiBaja
B OKHa KaXXIIOro IoMa B OXXKUIAHUU YEro-To, YTO MOJKHO Obl-
J10 cimyunthest. K ee youBiaeHMIO, peleTka He 3alupalia Yy
HATJIyX0, a TOJBKO IIepeKphIBajia Y3KII MPOXO, 32 KOTOPHIM
HauMHajachk Apyras yauna. C Mapmky MUTOM CieTesa ycTa-
JIOCTb. 3a0BIB IOCMOTPETh HAIIPaBO U HaJIEBO, KaK yyuja Mama,
JleBoUYKa Iepebdexana yepes J10pory, CXBaTU/Iach 3a XKeJe3HbIe
MIPYThSI BOPOT, TIpIKaIach K HUM BCEM TeJIbLIEM U Ha CEKYHIY
3aKMYypWJIa TJ1a3a, YTOOBI CUJIbHEE YINBUTHCSI TOMY, YTO JOJIK-
Ha OblIa YBUIETD.

B niepBBIii MOMEHT ee pa3ouyapoBaHHBIN B3IJISIT HATKHYJI-
csI TOJIBKO Ha MpadyHbIe cepble CTeHbl MPAYHBIX CEPhIX 3MaHUA.
Ho BoT K 0mHOMY M3 HMX MOIbeXall TPY30BUK — TOXE CEPHIi,
IMOXOXMM Ha KOpoOKy. JIBa yenoBeKka B OC/IBIX XalaTaxX BBITa-
IIWIK OTTyIa KpoBaTh, Y KOTOPOIl HE OBLIO HU CIIMHKU, HU
HOXEK — CMeX, 1a M TOJIbKO. MapmXu BooOIIe He TTIoHsIa OB,
YTO 3TO KpPOBaTh, €CJIU OBl HAa HEell He JeXkal KaKOM-TO MyX-
yuHa. OH cnan gHeM — 3a6aBHo! ITarma Mapaxu craja ToJb-
KO HOYBI0. U elle omHa cMeIIHAs IITyKa: 3TOT YEJIOBEK YCHYII
npsiMmo B onexne. M3-mon ceporo onesiia BHITJISAbIBAIN €0
Tydau. HaBepHoe, oH cobupalicst Kyaa-To ITOMTH, KaK TOJbKO
MIPOCHETCS, IIOTOMY YTO IIUISITIA YKe JIexKajla HarOTOBE y HETO
Ha TPYIU.

OTKpBUTaCh ABEPH, BHIIIIIA JIAW, OfeTas BO Bce Oemoe. Myx-
YUHBI B XajlaTax 3ayJibloanuch eit. ToT, KOTOPHBIil MOBEIIIE, YTO-
TO cKa3ajl. YIbIOHYBIIMCH B OTBET, JIEAU B3sja ILJISITY CITSIIIETO
U Hajesa ee cebe Ha roJioBy, HabeKpeHb. BhICOKMIT MyKUunHa
OTHSIJI OHY PYKY OT KpOBaTH U IIOIBITAJICS OOHATH mamy. Bce
TPOE 3aCMESIINCh, a KPOBaTh HEMHOXKO ITePEKOCUIIACH.

B sTOT cambIii MOMEHT TToKa3anach MOHaxuHs. OHa ocTa-
HOBWJIACH Ha MOPOTE, CIIPSITaB PYKU B IIMPOKHME pyKaBa, KakK
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B My(dTty. Tpoe B 6e10M He 3aMeTunu cectpy. «Ilcer!l» — mpo-
mrentaga Mapaku, 4To6bl UX MpeaynpeanTs. Kakum-To 06-
pa3oM JaeBoYKa TMOHsJA, YTO 3TUM TPOMM He MoJiarajaoch Be-
CEJINTHCS PSIAOM C OIETHIM MYKYMHOI, KOTOPHII TaK KPEIKO
CITaJl HA CBOEH CMEIITHOM KPOBAaTH.

BHe3anHo o6epHYBUINCH M YBUAEB MOHAXUHIO, Oeasl Jie-
IV TOJIOXKWJIA Iy 0OpaTHO Ha Ipylb JieXallero u 6erom
BEpHYJIACh B 30aHMe. MYy:XIMHEI ITOTYYIlle B3SUIMCh 32 KPOBATh
U BOLLIY Tyaa e BMecTe ¢ Hero. CecTpa, MapIIupys Kak COJI-
JaT, 3aMKHYyJIa IiecTBUe. Mapku rmoaoxmaana ele, HO 00Jb-
1lIe HUYETOo He MPor3011LI0. TOJBKO COJHIIE OCBEIIAIO CEPYIO
MyCTOTY.

JeBouka 3amymanach O TOM, ITOYEMY YeJIOBEK CIIal Cpeau
IHS ¥ TI0YTH Ha yauile. Ilouemy MyXYnMHBI B O€JIbIX XajaTax
HECJIM ero KpoBaTh TakK, OyATO HE OOSUIMCh, UTO OH ymHaiaeT
u ymnbetcs. [TouyemMy BbICOKMIT XOTe MoLieJI0BaTh AaMy, KOrna
Ta Hajesa Iy, U T0YeMy OHU MCIYTaluCh, KOTa YBUIEIN
cectpy. CecTpa He pyrajachk, a IIpocTo cTosiia. Ho oHu mepe-
MOJIOLIMJIMCH, KaK €CJIM Obl OHa Ha HUX HaKpuyaJa.

Mapmxu noiuia no yauie, nepecekaBliei TYMUK, U YBU-
JleJia IeBOYEK, KOTOPhIE UTPAlIM B UTPY O] Ha3BaHUEM «HCTY-
KaHbl». Benyinas 6paia oqHy U3 TTOAPYXKEK 3a PYKY, KpyXuiia
ee, a IOTOM OTITyCKaJjla, M B 3TOT CaMbIii MOMEHT OHa JOJDKHA
ObLIa 3aMepeTh KakK cTaTys. Tpu IeBOYKHU yKe 3aCThLUIM B pa3-
HBIX T103aXx, a ellle IBe XIaJIu CBoeil ouepenu. Mapmxku poOKo
MpUOIU3UIIACH U TOXE TIPOTSHYJIA PYKY, OIHAKO Beayllas He
obpaTujia Ha Hee HUKAKoro BHMMaHUs. Torma oHa MOKPYXKU-
JIach caMa, 3aIlHyJI1ach CJIOBHO B M3HEMOXEHUU U IIPUHSIACH
OajaHcUpoBaTh Ha OMHON HOXKeE, IMOMHSB PYKy, Kak Crarys
CB000b1, a 1151 00JIbIIeH 3(PHEKTHOCTH €1le U BHICYHYB SI3bIK.
B 3TOT MOMEHT apyrue 3acThIBIINE (PUTYPHI BHE3AITHO OXKWIIA
1 OpOCHIINCH B aTaKy.

— OHa 31ech He XXKuBeT! — B3BU3THYJIa OIHA U3 IEBOYEK.

— O ThI, yxoau! — 3aKkpuyaja apyras.

— Wnu otcrona! — ckoMaHmoBaja Beayliasl.



