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Moeli mamepu,
DblCe8010Cc01L KopoJiege-80ume ibHULe,
Hayuusulell MeHsl He MOJIbKO Jlemdams,

HO U CpaXcamuCsi.
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Kak mocTtynmwiu BelwKHe BOUWHBI,
KOTZIa COJIHIIE PYXHYJIO C Heba?

OHU ocezananu ero JAUKOe IUIaMdA
U TIOJIETEJH.

JpesHssn nupeiickas nocaiosuya



Kozoa-mo y mens Gvina cecmpa. 3naii a mozda mo,
UMO MHe U3BECNHO Celac, Hu 3a 4mo bl He norobuLd ee.
Ho evioupaem au mot, xoz0 n106ums?

I''TABA 1

BEPOHNKA

BepdOHuKka cobupasa KOCTH.

OOyT/IeHHbIe KOCTU OJIeHs, 3aKapeHHOI'0 Ha BepTelle;
JIOMKHE ¥ CyXWe, KaK IUIABHUK, BbIBADEHHbBIE PEeOPBINIKH.
B ramwioM canare u KapTodeabHBIX OYMCTKax BepoHuka
OTKOTIajIa KPOXOTHBIE M OCTpPBIE, KaK KUHXKaJbl, PHIObU
KOCTOYKH, a ellle ITUYbU — TI0JIbIE U XPYIIKUE.

CuzeBmuii y BepoHUKY Ha Ijlede MaJe€HbKUM QUINH
C OTBpaIllieHreM yXHYJI. BepoHMKa TUXO MIMKHYJIA HA HETO
U, CJIOXKUB NITUYbU KOCTU B KOP3UHY, BCTaja.

BBUIO TO37HO, ¥ BeuyepHssA Mpoxyaja obemjana HOY-
HyI0 CTYyXy. Ha ZiepeBeHCKHUX ynumax ObUIO IIyCTO U TH-
X0 — HUKTO He BUJeJ, KaKk OAWHOKas /ileBOYKa poeTcA
B NOMOMHBIX Ky4ax. O6jaka OTIMBAJM CEPO-CTAIBHBIM,
CKPBIBAs TIOJIHYIO JIYHY, — B TAKOW TEMEHU HUYEro He pas-
IAeTh, MOTOMY-TO BepoHHKa U NpusBaja B MOBOABIPU
¢wmHa. OH 30pKO BUZEN B HOYHOM Mpake U, IPOHUKAas
B pasyM JeBOYKH, IIO/ICKa3bIBaJ, IZle IIePecTyIUuTh depe3
KaMyIIKU U OyJTBDKHUKHY, a TAe — TPUTHYTHCSA MO/ HU3KO
HaBUCIIMMHU BeTKaMmu. [IpaBja, BIONBIXax BepoHUKa Bce



paBHO CITOTHIKAJIach: Baj Besesia CHEInThb, a 3aCTaBIATh
ee xzaTh — cebe TopoKe.

OT BO30YK/[EHUs, MMOATOHSAEMAs CHJIbHBIM CTPaxOM:
a BAPYT CerofHA Ta caMas HOYb? — KPOBb OBICTpee Oexa-
JIa To JKUJIaM.

Boibixas o6jadyka Tmapa, BepoHuKa Bo3Bpalianach
K XVDKUHE, T7e )Kria BMecTe ¢ Bas. JJoMuk ObLT HEOOJIBIION
U CTOsLT 3a0pOIIIeHHBIM, KOT/la IEBOYKY HA Hero Habpesu:
SPKO-CHHSAS KpacKa Ha JBEpH OOJIyIIIach, CIOMaHHBIE
CTaBHU MMOBUC/IN; AODKHO OBITh, B TEIUIOE BPEMS roZia OH
CIIY)KWI TIPUCTAHUIIEM /i1 OXOTHUKOB, a B JOXKIJTHBYIO
3uMy mycroBaji. C KakAbIM JHEM IIOTO/la CTAHOBHJIACH
cyllle U Telliee, TaK YTO BCKOPe, HaBepHOe, IPUIETCS HC-
KaTb HOBBIH OM.

[Ipy BUZE XWKUHBI Y BepOHUKU BHYTPHU BCE CXKAIOCh.
Korga oHa yxozuia, U3 TpyObl CTOI60M BaJIWI JbIM, a CEH-
yac OT HETO OCTAJUCh TPU3PAYHBIE JIOCKYTKU. 3HAYUT,
BpeMs Ha UCXOZE.

[Tog6exaB K MOPOTY W HACTEXb PaCaxXHyB XJIUIKYIO
IBepb, BepoHuKa BopBajsach B €JUHCTBEHHYIO KOMHATY.
BHYTpH ObUIO OY€Hb TEMHO, €CJIM HE CIUTATh PBUKHUX IIPO-
6J1eCKOB B TIerouux ymiax. CTOsUT yAYIUIMBBIN 3ammax bl-
Ma, Ha sI3bIKE OMLIYINAJICSA BKYyC TeIIa.

Bas crosiia IocpeZii KOMHATHI y KPyIJIoro o4ara. Pes-
KO 00epHYBIINCh, OHA HETEPITEJIMBO BBIXBATHIA ¥ CECTPHI
KOP3WHKY U YCTaBWIACh Ha COAEPKUMOE.

[Ipe3puTenbHO GBIPKHYIIA:

— Bce, Ha 4TO THI crocobHA... — CKasajga OHa, OT-
IIBHIPHYB KOP3UHKY B CTOpPOHY. [10JIOBUHA KOCTOYEK pac-
ChITIAJIach MO YTONTAHHOMY 3€MJITHOMY TIOJY.

— Cama BeJjiesia CIIENINTh, — HalOMHWIA BepoHuKa,
3arIsaAbpIBas B o4yar: OTOHb IO/ CJIOEM CBEXKEro TOIUIMBA
rope’ )XapKo. /1 MoAMUTHIBaIM €r0 HE BIBapEHHbIE WU
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oOyryIeHHBIe KOCTOYKU JKUBOTHBIX, & KPYIIHbIe U Oesble
KOCTH.

Ha Bug yenoBedeckue.

[Tpocnenns 3a B3MIAZOM CeCTPHI, Banm oTBeTHnIa Ha He-
3aJlaHHBIN BOIIpOC:

— TbI Bce paBHO 3ajep:Kanach, MHe IPUILIOCH CAMOU
HCKaTh.

HecmoTpsa Ha xap B KOMHare, IO CliMHe BepoHuku
mpobeskas xomo70K. OHa IJIOTHEE 3allaXHyJ/lach B IIEPCTS-
HOH IUIATOK, U GWINH-IIPOBOJHUK, O KOTOPOM OHa COBep-
IIEHHO 3a0bUTa, B3bEPOIIILLI MEPH.

CecTpa 3aMeTwIa JBI>XKeHUe 10/, IOKPOBOM, 1 BepoHu-
Ka 3amepsa, 9yBCTBYf, KaK B TPEBOXXHOM OXUJAHUM II0-
KaJIbIBaeT KaxKJbli MycKys B Tejsle. PazosnuTes U cecTpa,
KaK OOBIYHO, WIW MTO3BOJIUT MITUIE OCTATHCS?

@rrH 0oz B3WIAA0M Basl HepBHO IepecTynal ¢ JIanKy Ha
JIanky. BepoHrKa NOIbITaach YCIOKOUTh €ro, XOTA caMa He
MOIVIa YHATb TpeBory. Mur — u, BCKOJIb3b Oljaparas IUIeyo
BepoHuike, GpriH OeCITyMHO BBUIETEI B PACIIAXHYTYIO IBEPb.

BepoHUKa 3aKphUIa JABEPD, HE cMest 00epHYThCA, CTPa-
mach rpazayiieii ccopbl. Obe cecTphl ObUTM aHUMaraMu —
006IIaMnCh € XXKUBOTHBIMYU, — HO CMOTpPEJIY Ha Jap COBEep-
LIEeHHO 0-pasHoMmy. /lia Bai ;KUBOTHBIE — UHCTPYMEHTHI,
C KOTOPBIMH M 0OpamaTbcs HaZJIeXKUT COOTBETCTBEHHO:
MIOHYKATh, 3aCTABJATh, CTABUTD HIDKE CeOs.

BepoHurka, HallpOTUB, BHU/ea B HUX PaBHBIX.

— JIto60Bb K HUM ociabisgeT, — mpeaynpeawia Bai,
cuZsA Ha KOpPTOYKaX y ouara, CIuMHOM K Beponuke. OHa
n00aBwIa B HAOUPAOIIUK CHITy OTOHb HECKOJIBKO METKUX
COOpaHHBIX CECTPOM KOCTOYEK: aKKypaTHO YJIOXKMIA X
BOKPYT IIapHI CEPHIX, B pa3BoZax KOIOTHU Aull. fiflia IOKOu-
JIUChH B JIO}KE pacKaleHHBIX yIJIel BIepeMellKy ¢ KOCTAMU
U nerioM. [nams sn3ano ux magkue 6oka.
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Jlnuna Bas Beponuka He BHzesa, HO 3Haja, 4TO B IVIa3ax
CECTPHI TOPUT OJIECK BOOAYIIEBIEHUsA. BepoHUKa Me/ieH-
HO ¥ pa3ZpakeHHO B30xHY/a. CKOJIBKO MOXKHO 00 3TOM?..

— Jlna Hae3AHUKOB NIITULIBI He ObLTH IMUTOMI[AMU, C KO-
TOPBIMU HAZI0 CIOCIOKAThes. DeHUKCIPHl OBUTM BOUMHAMU,
Y C ITUI[AMU UX CBA3bIBaJIa He JIOOOBD, a Z0T. YecTb.

®eHukcapsl. Beakuli pas, kak Ban ynomuHana Haes[-
HUKOB, aHWMAaroB, CBA3aHHBIX C (HEeHWKCAaMH, B CepZlle
BepOHUKY BCIIBIXUBAJ OTOHb BO30Oy:kAeHUA. C JpeBHEIH-
PeCKOro CIoBO «(HpeHUKCIPhI» OYKBaIbHO MEPEBOAUIOCH
KaK «IIOBeJUTeNN GpeHUKCOB», 0 yeM Bas He ycraBasia Ha-
noMuHaTh. Hae3gHUKaM1 CTAaHOBWINCH TOJTBKO aHMMArd,
[IOTOMY YTO JIMIIb C IIOMOIIBI0 Maruyd MOXXHO ITOMOYb
JiereHJapHOY NITUIlE BBUTYTIUTHCA, a TOTOM pasroBapuBaTh
C Hell U jleTaTh.

BepoHUKa JIMIIb O TOM M MeuTasla, YTOOBI CTaTh Ha-
e3zHuIlell. Kak KoposieBBI-BOUHBI JpeBHOCTU. PaccekaThb
Hebeca BepxoM Ha (peHuKce, OBITH CBUPEION Y OTBAYKHOM,
kak Jlupa 3amuTHuIa wi Apanbkupa duidaiip, ypeHIaH-
HadA THapoH U3 NepheB.

OzHako TOoC/IeAHVe HAae3JHUKHU mapwid B HebGe 30J10-
TOM mMInepuu OoJblle IIeCTHAZALATH JeT Hasaj. Iloutu
BCce CrUHYU B BolfHe KpoBHU, Korga ABajsbKUpy U ee ce-
ctpy PepoHuio cTpaBwiu B 60pbOe 3a TPOH. BBDKUBIINX
3aKIeMMWIN NpefaTesAMyu — 33 HUMH OXOTWINCH, JIOBU-
JIA Y Ka3HWIU. BoJbllle Hemb3sd OBUIO TBOPUTH aHUMAaTHIO
6e3 yyeTa M HENOABEMHOW MOIUIMHBI. AHMMaraM BpOZe
BepoHuku 1 Ban npuxoAuioch KUTb B IPA3U U TAUTHCH,
CKpBIBad Jjap, U3 MOCTOSIHHOTO CTpaxa, YTO WX MOoWMaloT
Y OTIIPABAT Ha MOAHEBOJIBHYIO CIYXOY.

B AHU CaBBl HAe3ZHUKU OBUTM 3JIUTHBIMH TI'Bapei-
uamMu, U Jjid BepoHUKU B JETCTBE OfHA MBICIb O HUX
CIy)KWIa MasKoOM Hazexzbl. babyuika obelana, 4To of-
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HaXX/Jbl HAe3JHUKU BEPHYTCA U aHUMaraM CTaHeT Hedyero
6osThCA. A Korga 6abyika yMmepsa, BepoHrKa MOK/IAIach
caMa cTaTh HaesfHuUlleli. OHa XOTesa CTaTh CBETOYeM /1A
6GelHbIX, OMUHOKHUX, BBIHY)KJEHHBIX CKPBIBATHCS aHUMa-
roB. O6pecTy CWIy U CPeJCTBA 3alUNIATh TAKUX JKe, KaK
oHa u Bai, B 6010. Cuiy, 6€3 KOTOpOii OHa He cyMeJa 3a-
IMUTUTH 6abyIIKYy.

MoxeT, Hae3ZHUKOB KaK BOMHCKOI'O Op/ieHa U He CTa-
JIO, HO €CJIM XOYelllb CTaTh (PEHUKCIPOU, HYKHBI BCETO
JIVIIB /IBE BEIIU: ap aHUMaruu U GpeHuKc.

Beponuka obomuta Bam u mpucesa y odara. Ao de-
HHMKCAa YMECTHUJIOCh OBl B CJIOKEHHBIX JIaZIOHAX, a BUAOM
U IBETOM OHO JI0 TOT'O HAallOMMHAJIO KaMeHb, YTO HUYEro
He CTOWJIO ero IpomiAfeTh. Takol y Hero 3aufUTHBIN Me-
XaHU3M, 00bsicHsUIa Bas, yToObI MITHUIIA MOIJIA OTIOXKHUTH
SWIa B TAWHOM MeCTe M OCTaBUTh Ha JIOJITOE BpeMs, ITOKa
He BepHETCA caMa — WIM [IOKa ero He OTHIIET aHWMar,
yTOOBI TTOMOYB MTEHIY BBUIYIUTHCA. YacTo camu Haes[-
HUKU yCTpaWBaJM CXPOHBI C AHIIAMU BHYTPU CTaTyyd WiIU
B CBAIIEHHBIX MecCTaX, OJJHAKO MHOTHeE TaKue TalHUKU
UMIIepys pa3opuia elje B BOUHY.

Togamu BepoHuka u Banm uckamu siina: obIapuBaiy
KaXZIBIH 0OBETIIANBIA XpaM, KaXXAyro OGpoIIeHHY0 3acTa-
By HAe3JHUKOB WIHU 3a0bITOE CTPOEHUE, KAaKHE TOJBKO
BCTpevasuch. 3a ey TOKyTaau CBe/leHusi, cCObIBAIN Kapa-
BaHIUKaM KpaJieHble 1IeHHOCTH, a opoi Ban pacruiauu-
BaJIach MoZJaJbIIIe OT I1a3 cecTpsl. [Tocsie cMepTH 6abyIIKy
Ban TBepzO Bo3HaMepmwiach yoparbcsi ¢ BepoHHMKOH mmo-
Jasbine U3 Aypa-HoBbl, cTonMUllbl UMIepuu, yutu B Ilu-
Py, BOT TOJIBKO Z]ajloch 3TO Hejyerko. Cpasy mocje BOWHEI
BBIE3/Ibl U3 UMIIEPUU IUIOTHO CTeperyiv, Beb MHOTHE CO-
I03HUKU ABJIBKUPHI OeXaau OT mpecienoBaHus B [Iupy.
Jla u mocJe, crpamrachk pabcTBa U 6eHOCTU M3-3a HaJIOTa
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Ha Maruio, MHOTYE IbITAJINCh BHIOpaThCs ciefoM. Hekor-
na [Mupa 6bUIa IPOBUHIIKMEN, HO IO/ IPeBOAUTENIHCTBOM
ABanbkupsl Didaiip otaenunach. C rubenbo KOPOHOBaH-
HOM IepbsIMM KOpOJIEBBl OHa IIpeBpaTWiach B OIIacHOe
MecTo, IZie He BjacTeH 3aKoH umnepuu. Y Bce ke And
aHMMAaroB TaM ObLIO CIIOKOIHee.

Be3 HyXHBIX Oymar He4yero ObUIO U [yMaTh O TOM, YTOOBI
nepeceub rpanuily. K Tomy ke Beponuka c Ban — aHumary,
ecs Obl MX Jap PacKpbUIM, TO 3ampsArIN ObI B IpMO. BoT
Y TIPUXOZWIOCH MOTAThCA B IIpeZiesiax uMnepuu: Ban 6su1a
IIaBHOM, a BepoHuka ciefioBas 3a Heil. Criaiu B KaHaBax,
Ha KpBIIAX, M0Z OTKPBITEIM HeOOM — B JOXKAb U B 3HOM.
Ban To u feno Kyza-To Ipolajana, IMopoi Ha HeCKOJIbKO
[Hel, a Bo3Bpallaiach B KPOBHU U C KoIlleJIleM JieHer B pyKax.

HakoHell TsKKMe JHU 3aBepIIWIMCh: JeBOYKaM yAa-
JIOCh YTOBOPUTH OJHOTO KYIIIIA 32 M3/Y, YTOOBI IIPOBE3 UX
KOHTpabaHol ¢ KapaBaHOM B Ilupy, Ha poAUHY poAuTe-
neii. BepoHyrka 3Hasa, 4TO KOrza-HUOyb cyApba UX u3Me-
HUTCS, U BOT CITyCTS HECKOJIBKO JOJITMX MECAIEB OXKUJa-
HUA OTIpaBJaluch. B oO6BeTIIAIOM XpaMe, IITyOOKO B jlecax
[ups! Bas oTeIcKala ABa UAeaIbHO COXpPAaHUBIIMXCA ANLA
denmkca. [To ofHOMY Ha KaXKJYIO U3 CECTED.

OT ozHOU MBICIM 06 3TOM y BepoHHKH 3aluIasno
B IVIa3ax, HaBepHY/IUCh cie3bl. OHa ¢ TPyZAOM Clep:KUBaa
yyBcTBa. Beakuil pas, cromwno BepoHurke mogyMarh O TOM,
yeM OHM 3aHMMAIOTC, U NO3BOJIUTH cebe BOCTOPKEHHYIO
y/bIOKY, KaK Bas HeM3MeHHO ocakzaja ee, XOJIOAHO Halo-
MMHas O IIpaBZe: He BCerAa M3 AUl BhUIYIUIAIOTCA QeHUK-
cbl. He Bcerzia ¢peHMKC BHYTpU coIvIaliaeTcs Ha Y3bl, a TO
1 BOBCE YMHPAET elle A0 POXKACHUA.

Jlaxke cefivac Bas, miszs Ha fiiIla B ovare, He yabiOa-
J1ach, He pagoBanack. OHU O6yATO U He BBI3peBall BOBCE,
a JIe)Xasu Ha Iorpe6ajbHOM KOCTpe.
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B orHe cTpesbHYysa KOCTh, U B BO3/yX B3METHYJIOCH 00-
JIaYKO Tieruia. BepoHuka, 4ToObI He BJOXHYTH IPaxX MeEPT-
Bella, 3aJiep:Kajia JbIXaHUe U o4epTuiIa Kpyr Ha Jioy.

— Ilpekparu, — ozepHysna cecTpy Bai, cxBaTus 3a py-
Ky. Ee mpekpacHoe U1 KeCTOKOe JIUI[0 HAalIOMUHAJIO MAaCKY:
TeMHasg KO)Ka B KPAaCHBIX U PBDKHUX OTCBeTax IUIaMEHH,
nepeMexaeMbIX TeHAMU. — Hesb3da Bcye npuMeHATs [1a3
AKCypBl. DTO AT KPeCTbIH U PhIOAKOB. ThI BBINIE ITUX

IIyTIOCTeM.
Bam B 60roB ocobo He Bepwaa, HO AKcypa 0cObeH-
HO TIOYUTaNach y THUPEULeB — U YKPOTUTeNel (eHUK-

COB, — U cecTpa 0OBIYHO MO3BOJIIa BEpOHUKE MOIUTHCSA
ell, BOBHOCUTH OarofjapHOCTH. XOTSA INPU BUJE MENKHUX
CyeBepHBIX KECTOB 33/iupajia HOC U Jieiana Buf, OyATo
OHM C BepOHUKOI BBIIE CENSTH U Pabouux, Cpefrd KOTO-
PBIX U TIPOXKWJIN BCIO JXKU3Hb. C IETCTBA y cecTep He OBbLIO
MPWIMYHOTO I0Ma, OHU IOTUINCH B TPyIo6ax TecHUHEI,
Genueiinero patioHa Aypa-HoBbl. VI BOT OHU CHAAT Ha
KOPTOYKax B 4y>KoM fome. Hy, 1 KTO OHHU, ety He HUInue?

— Tel oesa? — pemnia CMeHUTh TeMy BepoHuka. Ha
squie Bay cHOBa 3acTeuio QaHATUYHOE BBIpakeHUe. Ilof
miazaMu Habyxiu Meniku. Eil ObLTO BCcero ceMHaAIaTh, HO
U3MOXK/EHUE Jiesiajlo ee cTaplie. BepoHrKa TUXOHBKO OTO-
JABUHY/IACh OT o4ara U IOphUIach B ALIMKAaX C IIpUNlacaMy,
KOTOPBIX OCTaBaJoCh YK€ COBCEM MaJIo.

— Tlepekycwia coneHOM prIOOI, — OTBeTWIa Ban 3Ha-
KOMBIM OTCTPaHeHHBIM ToHOM. OHa Bcerjia roBopuia Tak,
KOT7ZIa CJIMIIKOM JI0JITO CMOTpeJa B OTOHb.

— Baui, priba 3aKOHYWIACh /IBA IHA HA3a/,.

CecTpa B OTBeT IlOBesa IUIeYOM, U BepoHuKa B3/0X-
Hyna. C Tex IoOp, KaK HalUIUCh i, Ban He ena. YMHas
Y U3BOPOTIMBAs, OHA YaCTEHBbKO 3abbIBajia, 4TO B JKU3-
HU €CTb U NPOCThIe fesna. [OTOBUTH efy, YNHUTH OZAEXKZY,
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