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ITPOJIOT

B manmexom m maneko He HOBOM KOMIIIEKTE M3Mepe-
HIIA, B TOM KpbIJIe KOCMOCa, KOTOPO€ HMKOT7ja He ITpefIHa-
3HAYAJIOCh JUIS NOJIeTa, KIyOsIyecs: 3Be3iHble TyMaHbI
IPOXKAT, PACCTYHNAKTCA 1. ..

Cmortpure...

To npubmmxaercsa Benukuit A'Tyusn, depenaxa, Mef-
JIEHHO IUIBIBYIIAS IO MeX3Be3gHoMy mnponusy. Ha Ee
MOTY4MX JacTaX MHEEM 3aCTbII BOKOpOf, Ee ruranTckuit
U OpeBHUII AHIVPDb U3PLIT METEOPUTHBIMM KpaTepaMu,
a IJIa3a BeIMYMHOM C [JBa MOPSI, IIOKPBITbIE C/IM3BIO0 M acTe-
POMIHOM MBIIBIO, HEOTPBIBHO ITIAAAT B cTOpoHy Lenn.

B Ee Mo3Ty, IpeBbIIIAIONIEM PasMepaMyl TOPOf, C Ieo-
JIOTMYECKON MEMINTEIPHOCTBI0 BOPOYAKOTCA  MBICTIH,
" BCce OHM — O bpemenn.

bonburyo yacts bpemenn cocrasnaoT bepumms, Ty-
6y, Bemmknit T"@on n J)xepakuH — 4eTbIpe UCIIONINH-
CKUX CJIOHQ, HA YbMX IIMPOKUX, 3aTOPEJIbIX 1107l CBETOM
3Be3Jl CIMHAX MOKOUTCA JucK IDmockoro mmpa, okaimm-
JIEHHBIII TIEHVCTOW TUP/AHMON IPAaHAMO3HOIO BOJOIaza
Yl HAKPBITBI HEXXHO-TOMy6bIM KynonoM Hebec.

O ueM [yMawT C/IOHBI, aCTPOICUXOJIOTUM YCTaHO-
BUTD He Y[Jal0Ch.

CymectBoBanne Bemukoit Yepemaxm Obmo Bcero
JIAIIb TMIIOTE30M, ITOKa HeOOJbIIOe M OYeHb CKPBITHOE
KoponeBcTBO Kpy/l, 4bM ropbl BHICTYNAIOT Hafl CaMbIM
Kpaemnazom, He HocTpouso Ha BeplIMHE OJHOTO U3 yTe-
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and lowered several observers over the Edge in a quartz-
windowed brass vessel to peer through the mist veils.

The early astrozoologists, hauled back from their long
dangle by enormous teams of slaves, were able to bring
back much information about the shape and nature of
A'Tuin and the elephants, but this did not resolve funda-
mental questions about the nature and purpose of the uni-
verse.

For example, what was A'Tuin’s actual sex? This vital
question, said the astrozoologists with mounting authori-
ty, would not be answered until a larger and more power-
ful gantry was constructed for a deep-space vessel. In the
meantime, they could only speculate about the revealed
COSMOS.

There was, for example, the theory that A'Tuin had
come from nowhere and would continue at a uniform
crawl, or steady gait, into nowhere, for all time. This theo-
ry was popular among academics.

An alternative, favoured by those of a religious persua-
sion, was that A'Tuin was crawling from the Birthplace to
the Time of Mating, as were all the stars in the sky which
were, obviously, also carried by giant turtles. When they
arrived they would briefly and passionately mate, for the
first and only time, and from that fiery union new turtles
would be born to carry a new pattern of worlds. This was
known as the Big Bang hypothesis.

Thus it was that a young cosmochelonian of the Steady
Gait faction, testing a new telescope with which he hoped
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COB TIOlbeMHOE YCTPOICTBO, COCTOsALIee U3 CTPeIbl U
61oxoB. C IIOMOIIIbIO 9TOr0 MexaHn3Ma 3a Kpaii B maryH-
HOM Kopafjie ¢ KBapLeBbIMM CTEK/IaMM ObIIM OITYIeHbI
HECKO/IbKO Habyofiatesel, B 3afjady KOTOPBIX BXOAMIO
IPOHUKHYTD 32 IIelleHy TyMaHa.

OTU TepBble aCTPO300JIOTH [OJIr0e BpeMs IIPOBUCENN
B KOCMOCE, IT0Ka OTPOMHBIE OTPsAAbI pabOB He BBITALVIIN
uX 06paTHO. YueHble cymeny cobpaTh o61mpHyo nHdop-
MalyIo o pupope u obpase Benmukoro A'TynHa u c/I0HOB,
OJIHAKO Ja)ke 3TO He paspelwio QpyHAaMeHTaIbHBIX BO-
IIPOCOB, KAaCAIOIUXCS IIPUPOJbL U 1IN BCEICHHOI.

Bort k mpumepy, kakoro Bce-Taku rnona Bemxmit A'Ty-
nH? CoITIaCHO HeMMOBEPHO aBTOPUTETHBIM 3asBJICHNAM
acTpO300JIOTOB, Ha 3TOT JXM3HEHHO BAKHBINI BOIPOC
HEBO3MOXKHO OyfIeT OTBETUTD JIO TeX IO, IT0Ka He OyzieT
COOpY>KeH 6o0Jiee KPYIHBIN M MOIHBII MOXbEMHUK IS
KOCMIYECKOT0 KopabmA rimybokoro morpykenus. IToxa
Ke OCTAeTCs JINIIb Pa3MBILIIATH 00 y>Ke II03HAHHOM Bce-
JIEHCKOM IIPOCTPaHCTBe.

B cpenme akamemnkoB ObiToBana um 6bUa 0COOEHHO
HONY/IIPHA TeopusA o ToM, 4To Bermmkmit A'Tynn npumen
HIOTKYAa 1 OyleT BO BEKU BEKOB PABHOMEPHO IIONI3TU
WM pa3sMepPeHHO IIPOABUTaTbCs B HUKY/A.

AnbTepHaTHBHAs TeOpys, NONb3YOIAACA MO P>KKOI
PEIUIMO3HO HACTPOEHHBIX YMOB, yTBep>kpama, yro A'Ty-
VH nonset ot Mecra Poxnenna k bpaunoir Ilope, kak n
BCe OCTaJIbHBIE 3Be3/jbl Ha HeOe, KOTOpble, O4eBU/IHO, TAK-
JKe IepeliBUraloTCs Ha CIMHAX IMIAaHTCKUX Yepenax. Korga
JKe KOCMMYecKle PeNITWINY HaKOHeL COMAYTCs, HaCTyIUT
KPaTKMIl ¥ CTPACTHBIIT Ce30H /II00BM, IEPBBII 1 TTOCIEHNI
B yx usHK. OT 3TOro I/IAaMEHHOTO COK03a POIATCA HOBbIE
Yepernaxy, KOTOpble MOHeCYT Ha CBOMX ITAHLMPSX OOHOB-
JIEHHBI1 KOMIUIEKT MUPOB. [laHHas Teopus ObUIa M3BECTHA
IOl Ha3BaHMeM «IumoTe3a bonbmoit Coyuku».

Tax BOT 1 BBIIIIO, YTO MOJIOZIO} KOCMOPENTIINONOT
u3 ¢ppaxuym Pasmepennoro IIponByKeHNs, MCIBITbIBAS
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to make measurements of the precise albedo of Great
A'Tuin’s right eye, was on this eventful evening the first
outsider to see the smoke rise hubward from the burning
of the oldest city in the world.

Later that night he became so engrossed in his stud-
ies he completely forgot about it. Nevertheless, he was the
first.

There were others...
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HOBBDIIT T€IECKOII, C IIOMOIIbI0 KOTOPOTO OH HAMIEsIICS 13-
MepUTb TOYHOE aIbbesio ImpaBoro rnasa Bennkoro A'Tyu-
Ha, OKa3aJICsl B 9TOT CYAbOOHOCHBIN Bedep MEePBbIM CTO-
POHHUM Ha6HIOﬂaTeHeM, 3aMETUBIIINM, YTO HAO CaMbIM
crapsiM ropopoM II1ockoro Mupa HOFHMMAETCS AbIM
HoXkapa.

OpHako MOTOM y4eHBIii TaK YB/IEKCA CBOMMU pacye-
TaMI, YTO BCe YBUIEHHOE ITOTHOCTBIO BBIIETETIO Y HETO 13
ronoBel. TeM He MeHee OH OBUI IIEPBHIM.

Xorts 6N U ApYTHE. ..
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Fire roared through the bifurcated city of Ankh-Mor-
pork. Where it licked the Wizards’ Quarter it burned blue
and green and was even laced with strange sparks of the
eighth colour, octarine; where its outriders found their
way into the vats and oil stores all along Merchants Street
it progressed in a series of blazing fountains and explo-
sions; in the streets of the perfume blenders it burned
with a sweetness; where it touched bundles of rare and dry
herbs in the storerooms of the drugmasters it made men
go mad and talk to God.

By now the whole of downtown Morpork was alight,
and the richer and worthier citizens of Ankh on the far
bank were bravely responding to the situation by fe-
verishly demolishing the bridges. But already the ships
in the Morpork docks — laden with grain, cotton and
timber, and coated with tar — were blazing merrily and,
their moorings burnt to ashes, were breasting the river
Ankh on the ebb tide, igniting riverside palaces and bow-
ers as they drifted like drowning fireflies towards the sea.
In any case, sparks were riding the breeze and touching
down far across the river in hidden gardens and remote
rickyards.

The smoke from the merry burning rose miles high,
in a wind-sculpted black column that could be seen across
the whole of the Discworld.



IBET BOJIHIEBCTBA

[Tnama ¢ peBOM HEC/IOCH IO [IBYE[UHOMY TOPOLY
Ank-Mopnopky. Tam, rme ero s3bruky nmsann Keapran
Bomne6HMKOB, OHO IIBIIAJIO CHHEBOII 11 3€IeHBI0, pa3taB-
JIEHHBIMY HEOOBIYHBIMY MICKPaMJ BOCBMOTO 1IBETa, OKTa-
puHa. Tam, e nepenoBble OTPAADBI MOXKAPA IIPOIOKUIN
TOpOry K YaHaM U MAC/IsIHBIM CK/IaJjaM, PacION0>XeHHbIM
BJIO/Ib BCell yulbl Toproples, OTOHDb IPOJIBUTAJICS CEPU-
sIMU B3MBIBAIOLINX B HE0O0 )KapK1X POHTAHOB U B3PBIBOB.
Kacasch cBA30K pefKuX CYIIEHBIX TPaB U 3ajie3asd B K/Ia-
TOBble alTeKapeii, I/IaMs 3aCTaB/IsIO JIIOfiell CXOMUTD C
yMa U pasroBapuBaTh ¢ OOraMim.

Bckope Bech IieHTpabHBII MOpPHOpK OBUI OXBadeH
OrHeM, HO 6osee 6oraTble U JOCTOMHbIE TPaXKIaHe pac-
IIOJIOXKEHHOTO Ha ApPyroM Oepery AHKa He pacTepsiIuCh.
My>KecTBEHHO pearupys Ha CO3JaBINYIOCA CUTYaLUIo,
OHU HPUHSINCh YHUYTOXAThb MOCTBL. OfHAaKO Kopabmu
B MOPIOPKCKMX JOKaX, XOPOLIO IIPOCMOJIEHHbIE, HAarpy-
JKE€HHbIe 3€PHOM, XJIOIIKOM U JIECOM, Y>Ke BOBCIO TOpeu.
OroHbp MOMEHTAJIbHO IIPeBPATI/I UX IMIBAPTOBHI B IIETIeT,
U TOHYIINME CBeTIAYKM CYHOB, LITYPMys BOJIHBI peKU
AHK, IIOHeC/IUCh K MOPIO, TIOfIKUTasl HA CBOeM IIyTU Bce
npubpexHble ABOPLEI 1 6ecenku. OOIelt cyMaToxu Jo-
0aBJIsT BeTep, PasHOCSIMIT BO BCe CTOPOHBI MCKPBI, KO-
TOpble NPU3EM/IUIACD [AaJIeKO 32 peKOll B YKPOMHBIX Ca-
IVKax U OBUHaX.

JIbIM OT pafloCTHO IUIALIYILETO IVIAMEHM IOJAHUMAJI-
Cs1 BBICOKO B He60 — 4YepHasi, NU30THYTast BETPOM KOJIOHHA
BBICOTOI B MWIM Obla BUAHA U3 Bcex Todek IImockoro
Mupa.
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It was certainly impressive from the cool, dark hilltop
a few leagues away, where two figures were watching with
considerable interest.

The taller of the pair was chewing on a chicken leg and
leaning on a sword that was only marginally shorter than
the average man. If it wasn’t for the air of wary intelligence
about him it might have been supposed that he was a bar-
barian from the Hubland wastes.

His partner was much shorter and wrapped from head
to toe in a brown cloak. Later, when he has occasion to
move, it will be seen that he moves lightly, cat-like.

The two had barely exchanged a word in the last twen-
ty minutes except for a short and inconclusive argument
as to whether a particularly powerful explosion had been
the oil bond store or the workshop of Kerible the Enchant-
er. Money hinged on the fact.

Now the big man finished gnawing at the bone and
tossed it into the grass, smiling ruefully.

“There go all those little alleyways, he said. T liked
them!’

‘All the treasure houses, said the small man. He added
thoughtfully, ‘Do gems burn, I wonder? "Tis said theyre
kin to coal’

‘All the gold, melting and running down the gutters,
said the big one, ignoring him. ‘And all the wine, boiling
in the barrels’

“There were rats, said his brown companion.

‘Rats, I'll grant you’
‘It was no place to be in high summer’
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B HecKONbKMX /IUTrax OT ropofa ObUI XONIM, ¥ OTTY/A,
yHOOHO paCHONIOKUBIINCh B IPOX/IATHOM TeHEdKe, 3a
II0>KapOM 3aMHTEPECOBAHHO HAOMIONA/MN [[BOE 3pUTENelL.
C X0/IMa TOpAIINIt TOPOJ, BBIT/IAZIET 0060 BIEYAT/IAIOLIE.

Tor, 4TO TOBBIIIIE, IOIYTHO TPbI3 LIBIIUIAYBIO HOXKKY,
ONMpasACh Ha Me4, KOTOPHIN OBUI IUIIb HEMHOTYM HIDKe
cpenHero yenmoBeka. Ecii 651 He yM, CBeTMBIINIICA B IIPO-
HMIJaTeTbHBIX I7Ia3aX, 9TOTO Ye/lOBeKa BIIOJHE MOXKHO
Ob1710 OB IPMHATD 32 BapBapa u3 mycromurert ITynsemernps.

Ero KoMIIaHbOH, 3aKyTaHHBIN C TOJIOBHI IO IIAT B KO-
PUYHEBBIiT IUTAI, ObUT rOpasfo MeHbIle pocToM. Ilo3x-
Hee, KOITa eMy IPeNCTaBUTCA BO3MOXKHOCTD IepeiiTn K
IeJICTBUIO, MBI YBUJVM, YTO JIBVDKETCS OH JIETKO, TOYHO
KOIIIKA.

3a mocneHNe ABAALATh MUHYT 9TH [BOE He 0OMeH-
JIUCh HU CTIOBOM, €C/IM He CYMUTATh KPATKOTO, 3aKOHYMB-
IIEerocsl HI4YeM CIIopa o MOBOAY TOTO, YTO OBITIO MCTOY-
HMKOM OYeHb MOIIHOTO B3PbIBa — TO /I TaMOXKEHHBII
CKJIal, T/ie XpaHWINCh MacIa, TO /I MacTepckas Kepubia
Yapopes. Ot BbIsICHeHU:A aToro (pakra 3aBucena cynpda
HEKOTOPOJ CYMMBI JICHET.

Bep3anna 3akoH4YMT 06ITafibIBaTh KOCTD 1, C COXAJIe-
HJIeM Y/IBIOHYBIIVCD, IIBBIPHYJI €€ B TPaBY.

— Bort u KoHel] YKpOMHBIM IlepeyIouKaM, — 3assBUII
OH. — A MHe OHJ HPaBUINCh.

— Bce coxpoBUIITHNIIBI IOTOPeN, — HOJXBATUI HU3-
KOPOC/INK, a IIOTOM 3alyM4MBO J06aBu1: — VIHTepecHo,
IparoleHHble KAMHMU TopAT? S c/IbIXaI, OHY CPOIHM YIIIO.

— CKOJIBKO 30710Ta I/IABUTCA U CTEKAeT B KaHABBI, —
IPOJ0/DKAJI BBICOKMIA, He 0Opallias Ha TOBapuIlla HUKAKO-
ro BHUMaHMA. — A BUHO, HABEPHOE, KUIINT B OOYKaX...

— 3aTo KpbICHI IEPEOXHYT, — YKa3as 3aKyTaHHbII B
IUIALl Ye/IOBeYeK.

— Kpoicbl — f1a, Bce 10 eaMHOIL.

— He xoTenocp 6bI 0OKa3aTbcs TaM ceifyac, KOrfia Ha
IBOpeE pasrap Jera.
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“That, too. One can't help feeling, though, a — well, a
momentary —’

He trailed off, then brightened. ‘We owed old Fredor at
the Crimson Leech eight silver pieces, he added.

The little man nodded.

They were silent for a while as a whole new series of
explosions carved a red line across a hitherto dark sec-
tion of the greatest city in the world. Then the big man
stirred.

‘Weasel?’

“Yes?’

‘I wonder who started it?’

The small swordsman known as the Weasel said noth-
ing. He was watching the road in the ruddy light. Few had
come that way since the Deosil Gate had been one of the
first to collapse in a shower of white-hot embers.

But two were coming up it now. The Weasel’s eyes, al-
ways at their sharpest in gloom and half-light, made out
the shapes of two mounted men and some sort of low
beast behind them. Doubtless a rich merchant escaping
with as much treasure as he could lay frantic hands on.
The Weasel said as much to his companion, who sighed.

“The status of footpad ill suits us, said the barbarian,
‘but as you say, times are hard and there are no soft beds
tonight’

He shifted his grip on his sword and, as the leading
rider drew near, stepped out onto the road with a hand
held up and his face set in a grin nicely calculated to reas-
sure yet threaten.
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— 9710 ToyHO. OJHAKO HE/Ib3s He VICIIbITHIBATD. .. HY,
B 00111eM, 3TaKO€E MUMOJIETHOE. ..

Tormoc Bep3ubl 3aTUX, HO TYT JIULIO €TO IIPOCBETIENIO.

— A Begb MBI 6bUIM JODKHBL cTapoMy Dpenopy n3
«barpoBoit ITusaBkm» BoceMb cepeOpsIHBIX MOHET, — CKa-
3aJI OH.

KopoTblliKa KMBHYIL

OHM HeMHOrO IOMOYANM, ITIAASA Ha TO, KaK Lie/as
CepyA HOBBIX B3PbIBOB IIPOYEPYMBAET /IO TMHUEN TEM-
Hble KBapTaJlbl BeMyanuiero ropopa Ha Itockom mupe.
IToTOoM Bepsuia NMOIIEBENIICA.

— Xopexk?

— ITa?

— Kak gymaenip, 13-3a 4ero cy4msics 3ToT Ioxap?

Huskopocbliit cobeceHIK, U3BECTHBII MOf, MEHEeM
XopbKa, HU4ero He oTseTwI. OH CMOTpe/ Ha OCBelleH-
HYI0 KPAaCHOBATbIM CBETOM JOPOry. OTUM IIyTeM U3 TOpPO-
Iia BBIIUIM HEMHOTIHUe, IoToMYy 4TO IIpoTuBoBpalaTennb-
Hble BOPOTa PYXHY/IM OFHMMM 13 IIEPBbIX, OCBIIIAB OKPYTY
IOXKZIeM U3 pacKaJIeHHBIX fo0era yIyeit.

Ho certyac o gopore iBuraaych gBoe Iy THUKOB. IJ1a-
3a XOpbKa, KOTOpble IPEKPACHO BUMIE/IN B TEMHOTE, Pas/in-
YWIU CUTY3THI ABYX BCAIHUKOB, 32 KOTOPBIMU TaILMUIOCh
KaKoe-TO IPU3eMICTOe >KMBOTHOe. HaBepHsika OoraThlit
KyTIel], YAMPAIOLINII C TIOOUMbBIMY COKPOBUIIAM, C TEMIL,
KOTOpBIE YCIeN coOpaTh B OTYASHHON Crienike. XOopeK He
3aMeJyII COOOIIUTD 06 3TOM CBOEMY IPUATEIIIO.

— Craryc nemmnx pasbONHMKOB He OYEHb-TO HaM
MOJXOAMT, — B3[JOXHYJI BapBap, — HO, KaK Thl TOBOPUIIb,
BpeMeHa HaCTYIWIN TsKeTIble, U CETOfIHA HOYbIO MATKas
IIOCTEJIbKA HaC He XKJIeT.

OH noypobHee IepexBaTM/ Med U, KOTZia IeEpPBbIi
BCAJHMK HOJbeXal NoO/IKe, IMArHy/I Ha IOPOry, OfHO-
BpEeMEHHO IOfIHMMasA BBepX pykKy. Ha nume ero cusma
TOYHO pacCYMTaHHaA y/IbIOKa — OHa 000Zps/Ia M BMeCTe
C TeM BHYyIIIa/Ia yTPOo3y.



