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1

OBemp yman B o6mopok. Kcenus HukomaeBHa, cy-
Xasi CTapyluika, ofeTasi B IPUIMYECTBYIOLIYIO COBPEMEHHOM
TOPOXaHKe CPEIHEro Kjacca ONeXay, YAUBIECHHO MPUIOJ-
HsJIa TOHKYI OpOBb, JMHMSI KOTOPOI Oblia MOIYEPKHYTa
yepHBIM KapaHpamioM. OHa He TOHsUIa, YTO CIYYMJIOCH.
[Moxuioli 1oBeaup, MUJbIM U MOJHEHbKUI, BCTPETUBIINIA
ee TaK BEXJIMBO, paCCMaTPUBAaJI CTapOe KOJIbE, XpaHWBIIIEE-
cs1 B IOTEPTOM — BpeMeH HaulectBusi Hanoneona — puau-
KIOJIe BMeCTe ¢ JIIOOUMBIMU (DOTOTpadusaMu M JOKYMEHTa-
mu. W BOpYr 3TOT ciaBHBIN 4yesoBeK — Oyx co ctyia!l M Hu
cioBa. [IpunogHsaBmmmck Ha simouku, Kceaust Hukomaes-
Ha MPOCYHY/Ia, COMB HAOOK HUISAIMKY, TOJIOBY B OKOLIKO Ha
CTEKJISTHHOM IIUTE, OTHENSIBIIEM IOBeIrpa OT KIMEHTOB,
U 3anistHyna BHM3. Kpome TydHOro 3ama 1oBeupa, HUYero
He paccMoTpena.

B Mactepckoit Hukoro He 0bL10. Kcenusi HukomnaeBHa
TMpolUIa K ABEepLEe CTONKY, TPOHYJIA ee, HO Ta OblIa 3amepTa.
Torna oHa TpoMKO MO3Baa:

— Ay! Kro-an6yns! YenoBeky mioxo!

Ha 30B cTapy1iku BbIlIes BEICOKUI, CHOPTUBHOTO BUAA
MOJIOZION YeJIOBeK JieT ABaaiaTi ceMru. OHa TIPU3BIBHO 3a-
Maxaja pyKamM, 3aTeM yKa3aTeJlbHbIM MaJblieM IOoKa3aia
BHM3, B3BOJJHOBAHHO COOOIIIMB;

— Ilocmotpute, Mactep ymai.

EnBa yBuIeB pacrnpocTepToe Ha IOy TeJI0, MOJIOIOWA
YeJIOBeK Mobeliel U KUHYJCS K 1oBenupy, a Kcenust
HukonaeBHa npuHsiiachk COMBUUBO OOBSICHSTD: 5



— OH paccMmaTpuBal Moe Kojbe U ynail... HaBepHoe,
rurnepToHnyeckuii Kpu3. Hamo Bbei3BaTh HEOTI0XKY. [la oT-
KpoWTe IBepily, B KOHlle KOHIoB! I Mory momouyb — s pa-
0oTajia KOTma-To MeIUIIMHCKOM CeCTPOI.

Mosonoit 4en0BeK TOPOIUIMBO OTKPBLI ABeplly, 1 Kce-
Hus HukonaeBHa mpoiinia 3a npujiaBok. PaboTHUK MacTep-
CKOIl BBI3BAJI OXpaHHUKA, 3aTeM KHUHYJCS K TejaehoHy —
3BOHUTH B «CKOpYIO».

Kcenus HukonaeBHa ompenenuia Mo myjabCy Ha Iiee,
YTO IOBENMP XWB. B JIeBOM Kyjake OH CXXUMaJ €e KOJbe.
OHa nonpo0oBaJia pa3XaTh Najblibl, HO OHU KaK MPUPOCIU
K ykpameHuto. [Togocnen oxpanuuk, Kcenuss Hukonaes-
Ha cKa3zasa, YTO IOBeJIMpa HY>KHO MOJIOXUTb TaK, YTOOBI TO-
JIOBa eTo OblIa IPUITOAHSATAa. PacTepssHHBIN OXpaHHUK YIIO-
KW TEJIO I0BeJIUpa K cebe Ha KOJIEHU, a MOJIOLOW YEJI0BEK
yXe CITeIIUI K HUM ¢ MOKPBIM TojioTeHIieM. OGMoTaB To-
JIOBY I0BeJIMpa, OH MoAHsI I1a3a Ha Kcenuto HukonaeBHy:

— 41 mpaBWIIBHO Henaio?

— Jla, — oTBeTuIa oHa. — KaxeTcs, U Ha Tpyab caeayeT
TTOJIOXKUTh YTO-HUOYIb MOKPOE...

— BricTpo cbOeraii B moacoOKy, MPUHECH... — TTOMPOCUIT
OH OXpaHHWKA, KOTOPBI aKKypaTHO IIEPEIIOXWI TOJIOBY
IOBEJIMpa Ha KOJIEHW MOJIOIOTO YesloBeKa U TYT Xe yMual-
csa. — INama! Ter Menst caprmunb? [orepru. Ceituac mipu-
enet «Ckopasi»...

— Mononoii yenoBek, — obpatwiachk K HeMy KceHust
HuxonaeBHa, — a Kak e Moe Kojibe?
— AX pa... usBuHUTE... — OH C TPyIOM pas3xKall 1mobe-

JIeBIIYE TAJbLbI I0BEJIMpPa U, He DSOS Ha KIMEHTKY, IIpO-
TSHYJI efi yKpallleHue, B3IJITHYB Ha HEro MUMOXOIOM. —
Bosbmurte... Kak-HuUOynb B clieaylomuii pas...

OH ocekcsl, TaK KaK OBEJIP TIyOOKO B3IOXHYJ, TIPH-
xoas B cebs1. Kcenuss HukonaeBHa B3sia KoJibe, MOCTOSIIA
ele HeKOTOpoe BpeMsl, TTomyMaa: 3a4eM OHa coBpajia, 9To
paboTtana MeaIUIIMHCKOM cecTpoii? U BUIs, 4TO B ee MOMO-
I He HYXIAIOTCsI, BHIIIIIA U3 MacTePCKOA.

Ha ckambe B cKBepe, HAllpOTUB MAaCTEPCKOM, ee
6 xnana BHydka Codwiika. 3aBuueB 6a0yIIKy, 1eBOY-



Ka nogHsuiack, Ho Kcenust HukonaeBHa MaxHysa pykoil —
Mo, cunm yx. [lepeiins mpoe3xkyio DOpOry, OHa Ipucena
PSIIOM C 03a00YEHHBIM BUJOM.

— Hy uro? — HeteprienuBo cnipocuina Codwuiika.

— B ropone eiie ecth 1oBelUMpHbIE MacTepckue? —
B CBOIO ouepelb cripocuiia 6adyIka.

— IlonHo. Ho y MeHs TobKO Tpu ampeca. DTo KpyThie
MacTepcKue.

— Kpytsie! — ¢bipkHyna Kcenust HukonaeBHa u He-
OpexHO Opocuia Kojibe B puIKKIONb. — B mepBoii BooOle
OT BOPOT MTOBOPOT AaJU: «Mbl 3aHUMAEMCSI TOJIKO 30JI0TOM
u cepedbpom». Toxke MHe, I0BETUPHL... 3HAYNT, OCTAJICS eIl
onuH aapec?

— W 3mech He ompemeawii CTOMMOCTb? — pPacCTpOM-
Jlach BHyYKa.

— IOBenmp He ycmen OLEHWTh: ¢ HUM CIYJIMJICS 00-
Mopok. f Bcerma roBopwia, YTO TMOJIHBIE JIOAU CKJIOHHBI
K aroruiekcudeckoMy yaapy. Keratu, oduimanpHas Meau-
LIMHA COIJIaCHA C MOEM TOUKOM 3peHUsI.

— Kcroma, — nponenia Codwiika, prKrMasich K Heit, —
3TO TBOE MHEHME COBITaAaeT C OPULIMAIBHON MEIUIIMHOM.

— Kakas pasauna? — ormaxaymnach Kcenust Hukoma-
eBHa. — Y@, BOT HeBe3eHue!

— MoxeT, OHO HHUYero He CTOMT? — MPEATOIoXuIa
BHYUKa.

— He nymato... IToitau Ky MHe curapeT, Joporas.

— Teb6e kakux? — Bcrana Coduiika, B3siB neHbrn y Kce-
HuM HukonaeBHBI.

— Kaxk 6yaro He 3Haemnb! [t yY4eHUKOB TPETHETO KJlac-
ca cpelHel IIKOoJIbl, — OypKHyJIa 0a0yIlIKa, COCPeIOTOYNB-
LIMCh HA CBOUX MBICIISIX.

Codus yoexana, pasmaxuBasi cymoukoi, a Kcennst Hu-
KOJIaeBHA ITyOOKO 3alyMasach, PUCTAIBHO SIS HA BXOI
B IOBEJIMPHYIO MacTepCcKylo, K IBEPSIM KOTOPOIl IToIKaTHIIa
«CKopas». 3aTeM IepeBeia B3IJIsI Ha I0BeJUPHbBIM MarasuH
psimoM. JI0BOJILHO JIETKO JUIST CBOMX JIET TTOMHSIBIINCH C Jia-
Bouku, Kcenus HukonaeBHa peliMTebHO HalpaBu-

Jach Tyaa. 7



B maraszuHe ObutO mycTo. Bnpodewm, 31ech Beab He KO-
6acoli TOPryioT, MPOCTHIM IrpaxkIaHaM B 3TOM BBICTABOUHOM
3ane genaTth Hedyero. Kcenuss HukonaeBHa meqyieHHO 1u1a,
BBITSIHYB T'YOBI TPYOOYKOM, BIOJIb CTEKJISTHHOTO IPUJIaBKa,
u3yyas Jexaniue B BUTPUHE KOJblla U Cepbru. 3a Hell Ha-
Osronana MpoAaBIIMIIa C KOPOTKOW CTPUXXKOW TUMA «TH-
(¢o3Hast snumeMus», ¢ HaMa3aHHBIMM YEPHON TOMamoi
rybaMy ¥ TeMHO-CUHUMU TEHSIMM Ha BEKax.

— Yro Bl XO0TUTE? — TATYYE, OYATO COHHASI, MIPOMSIM-
JIiJIa BAMITMPCKUMU Ty0aMy TIPOIaBIIUIIA, KOTIa CTapyIKa
MOPaBHSIACh C HEH.

— Ckaxwre, munas... — WM Kcenust HukonaeBHa mo-
JIOXWJIA JIOKOTKU Ha CTeKJISIHHBINM mpunaBoK. — [hie y Bac
OpWJITUAHTBI?

[MocnenoBann HECKONBKO CEKYHI Iay3bl. TOCKIMBBIN
B3IJISIT TIPOAABIIUIIEI, KPACHOPEUYMBO TOBOPMBIIMI ITOCE-
TUTENbHULIE: Tebe, MOJI, Mopa B OIOPO PUTYaTbHBIX YCIYT
MHTEpeCcoBaThCs Katadaakamu, a He OprwuTMaHTaMu, — HU-
ckonbKo He cMyTull Kcenuto HukonaeBny. OHa TeprieIuBO
X1maja OTBeTa Ha cBoii Bompoc. Torma mpogaBIiiuia youicT-
BEHHO BBITOBOPWJIA, IOUYTU HE PACKPBIBAsl pTa:

— Y6epute nokty ¢ npuiaBkal — Kcennss Hukonaes-
Ha MOCIYIIHO yOpanga pyKd M BbIXHIAIOLIE CMOTpena Ha
«TU(Oo3HYI0» NeBYIIKY. Ta J€HUBO KMBHYJIa B CTOPOHY, €/1Ba
BBIIOXHYB: — BpusuinaHThl Tam.

Kcenust HuxomaeBHa moJiro paccMaTpvBajia IOBETUpP-
HbIE U3ENHsI, KOTOpbIe, KaK el T0Ka3ajloCh, HU4ero odle-
TO C ee Kojibe He MMesu. B3moxHyB ¢ mpuckopouem, moKu-
HyJia I0BEJIMPHBIN Mara3uH, YyBCTBYS Ha ce0Oe Mpe3puTesib-
HBII B3TJISI TIPOIABIIAIIBL.

— Kyna TbI mpomana? — BOIPOCOM BCTpeTusIa ee
BHyYKa, BHOBb CHUIEBIIAasl Ha TOW Xe ckambe. — S BOJ-
HOBAJacCh.

— JaBaii curapetbl, — TpeboBaTeJILHBIM TOHOM CKa3a-
na Kcenust HukonaeBHa, ycaxuBasich psiagoM ¢ Coduiikoid.
3akypuna. — S aHamM3MpoBaa BEIUPHBIN Mara3mH.

— Tsl ciyyaifHO He coOMpaeIIbecsl TPadUTh IOBEIUP-
8 HBII? — ¢ ommackoii cipocwiia Codus.



— O Het! Eciu rpadbuth, TOo TOIbKO 0aHK. A ux ¢dyd-
JIo, — KUBHYyJIa OHa B CTOPOHY MarasuHa, — IIOTIpOOYil
npoxpaii. [locaymaii, yTo 3a aepbMO Thl Kynuia? B moem
BO3pacTe CTOJIbKO HUKOTHHA He YITOTPEOISIOT.

— B TBoeM Bo3pacTe BooOIlle HEe KypsIT, — IapupoBa-
na Coduiika. — DTo Aaxke HENMPUIUYHO — KYpPUTh CTa-
pyliKe.

— He yuu xurtb, — daerMmatuyHo ocanuia BHyuky Kce-
Hust HukomnaeBHa. — CKOJIbKO TaM HaTUKAIO?

— bes natu oguHHanLATh.

— Jlo npuxoaa Ha o0Ge/1 HalllMX BOJIKOJABOB MBI yCIIeeM
TTOCETUTH €I1le OMHY IOBEJIMPHYIO MacTepcKylo. JIoBu Takcu,
MPOKATUMCHI.

— Tob1 Tpamkupa, — moiymyts yrnpekHyita ee Codus
Y TIOIILTA K JOPOTe.

Kasumup JlaBpeHTbeBUY OYHYJICS, BOAWI HUYETO HE
TMMOHMMAIOIIMMU TJa3aMy BOKpYL. OH JieXan Ha CTapeHb-
KOM JIMBaHEe B KOMHATE CTOPOXEii, J1Ba YeJoBeKa B GeibIX
XajlaTax 4To-To cobupanu co crona. CKBO3b TyMaH YBUIEI
3HAKOMOE JIMIIO, Y3HAJ ChIHA, 3aCTOHAJ:

— Ienpux... [enpux...

— INanma, neXxu CHoOKOMHO, Tebe HeJb3sl BOJIHOBATh-
csl, — CKJIOHWJICSI HaZl HUM ChIH.

Kasumup JlaBpeHTbeBUY, MPUKPBHIB OTSKEIEBIIME
BEKM, BOCCTaHaBIMBaJ B maMsaTu yTpo. OH OTYETIMBO
MOMHMJI HayaJlo CErOMHSIIHEro JHS: M03aBTpaKall C Chi-
HOM, TIOTOM OHM IpHeXaJii B MacTepckylo. Ho cHavana
MpOCJeAn, KaK B COCEHEM Mara3uHe TOTOBSITCS K OT-
KPBITHIO, BBIKJIAABIBAIOT Ha BUTPUHBI yKpalleHWs. Tak
HauyuMHajaoch Kaxmgoe yrpo Kasumwupa JlaBpeHTheBUUA.
A 4yto G6buTO Tocie? Macrepckas... OH OTKpPBUI M 3a-
KpbLI ceiid, B3 Ha HUIMMOBKY KoJibllo. OH JaBHO MOT
He KOpIeTh Haj MoielKaM{ W3 30J10Ta, HO 3TO TaK YB-
JIeKaTeJbHO, KOT/Ia U3-T0J TBOUX PYK U3 KyCKa XEJITOTO
n 6ec(popMEHHOTO MeTajljla BBIXOAUT U3bICKaHHAs BEIU-
11a, OYapOBBIBAlOIIAs Iyly, paayoinas ria3. Kasu-

Mup JlaBpeHThEBUY MacTep CBOETO Jiejia, TTO3TOMY 9



y HEero Bcerna ecTh 3aka3bl. YacTo KJIMEHTHI MPUHOCST
KaMHMU, 4YTOOBI... BcmomHum!

B BosniHeHUU cTapblii I0BEIUP MPUIIOTHSIICS Ha JIOKTSIX,
JIMLIO €ro TiepeKocuia cTpafaibyeckasl rpumaca:

— Tenpux! Ie ona? Ine...

— [lana, ycnokoiicsi, Te6s ceifuac oTBe3yT B OOJIbHUILY...

YenbixaB npo 6oabHUILy, Kazumup JlaBpeHTheBUY J0Ta-
TAJICsl, YTO JTIIOMU B OeJIBIX XajlaTaX He KTO MHBIE, KaK BpaydM.
3aueM OHU 3[eCh MOSIBUIUCh — HE 3HaJl, HO OTIPABISITHCS
C HUMU HUKyAa He cobupaics. OH pe3Ko cell, XOTeJ BCKO-
YUTh HA HOTU, OJHAKO cepAlieOreHne He MO3BOJIUIO.

— Bynbre OnaropasymMHBlI, — cKazaja €My >XEHIIMHa-
Bpay. — Y Bac BbICOKOE JIaBJICHHUE. ..
— IneBarp Ha mnaBieHue! — mporoBopwn Kazumup

JlaBpeHTBhEBUY, TsKEA0 Abiina. — SI HUKyna He moemy. [ne
oHa, Ienpux? Ie ona?!

— Jla xTo, namna, KTo?

— Crapyxa! — HeTepmeauBO BBIKpUKHYJI TOT. — Ma-
JIeHbKasl Xyaasl aHTUKBapHasi crtapyxa! B aHTukBapHOit
nursinke! C aHTMKBapHBIM punvkionem! OHa Oblia y MeHs
B MacTepckoid... [TocToii, a uro cayunnoch?

— Iloxanyiicta, He BOJIHYWTeCh, — CHOBa BMeLIAJIaCh
Bpau. — B BallleM COCTOSIHUU 3TO OMAaCHO.
— Tel, mana, MoTepsii CO3HAHUE, — Hayal OOBICHSTh

CBIH, TIBITASICh YJIOXUTh OTHAa. — CTapyxa Mmo3Bajia MeHs, s
BBI3BaI «CKOpyio». Celiuac MpUHECYT HOCWIIKH. ..

— A ona? Kyna oHa nmenack? — 3akpuyall I0Beaup, Io-
OarpoBeB.

— VYuuna.
Kasumup JlaBpeHTheBMY yIial Ha AMBaH — €My CHOBA CTaJIo
TJI0XO.

MyX4rMHa ¢ MUHAAJIEBUAHBIMY IVIa3aMH, K OTHOMY W3
KOTOPBIX OH TIPHMCTaBUJ MOHOKJIb, IepeOupal majabllaMi
konbe. KceHns HukonaeBHa ¢ HampspkeHUEM creluiia 3a
€ro JUIMHHBIM JIMIIOM, @ OHO HaXOJAWJIOCh B ITOJTHOM TTOKOE,

JIMIID pa3ayBaIiCh HO3IPHU OOJIbIIOrO KPIOUYKOBATO-
10 ro Hoca. Ho BOT 1oBeMp ITOJIOXMI KOJIBE Ha CTOJI,



TIOJITO CMOTpEJT Ha HETo, ellle pa3 BCTABUJ MOHOKIIb, U3y4al
MTOIBECKHU C KPYITHBIMU KaMelllkaMu. B3rsaHyB Ha cTapyIi-
KY, CHayuasa pa3BeJl JaJOHU B CTOPOHBI, 2 TTIOTOM IOTOJIHILI
KECT CJIOBaMU:

— MHe KaxeTcsi, 3TO BHICOKOKaueCTBeHHasl MOIIENKa.

— Bawm kaxeTcst i Bbl yoexneHbsl? — yrouHuiaa Kce-
Hust HukomnaesHa.

— IIpoctute, KaKk Bac 30BYyT?

— Kcenust HukonaeBHa.

— Ilonumaere, Kcenusi HuxkomnaeBHa, s 6010Ch OIIM-
outbes. HykHa TimareiabHasi mpoBepka, a ISl 3TOrO MbI
BBIHUMaeM KaMHM...

— B, HeT. — U oHa mpoTsaHy/Ia pyKy B OKOIIKO 3a KO-
Jbe. — Sl He TO3BOMIO BBIHMMAaTh KaMHU. A TIPUMEPHYIO
CTOMMOCTb Bbl MOXETe Ha3BaTh?

— Iocnymaiite. — KOBenup B3suT TOH, KAKUM Pa3roBa-
pUBAIOT C HEAOYMKaMHU, a KOJIb€ OTOABUHYJI, HaObl KOCTIISI-
BbIE TTAJIbIBI CTAPYIICHIIMN 10 HEero He mocTanu. — YToOs!
OLIEHUTDH Ballle KOJIbe, HYXXHO CHayaja yOeauThbcsl B MOMI-
JIMHHOCTU KaMmHe#. Eciu aTo mommenka, To CTOUMOCTh Oy-
net onHa. Ecnu kaMHUM Hacrtosiiue, TO... CTOUMOCTb OIpe-
NIeJINTh OyIeT ellle cioxkHee. B npupose cyiecTByIoT noxo-
KM€ KaMHU, MPU UCKYCHON OrpaHKe OHU MOTYT BBIIJISIIETh
KakK JIparolieHHbIe, YTO CMOCOOHO BBECTU B 3a0JyXIeHUE
JlaxKe OTMBITHBIX I0BEIUPOB. JIuarHoCTUKa — CIOXHBIN TTPO-
ecc.

— A BOT 3TU OeclIBETHbIE KaMEIIKU pa3Be He OpUIUIM-
aHTHI?

— He Gepych ckazath ¢ xomy.

— BrI ke roBenup! KoMy Kak He BaM OIpenessiTh MO~
JIMHHOCTh KaMHel?! — pasBosiHoBanach Kcenust Hukona-
€BHa: ee 3a7ieJl TOH MY>KIMHEI.

— D10 3a0JyXIeHUEe, — YCMEXHYJCS TOT CHUCXOAM-
TEJIbHO, YTO JOIOJHUTEIBbHO OCKOPOWJIO BIIAJENUILy KO-
abe. — OrpaHeHHble OpPWJIZIMAHTOBOM TPaHBIO XPYCTasb

M KBapll TOYTH HEBO3MOXHO OTJIMYUTH OT HACTOSIIETO aj-
maza. Kpome Toro, ceifuac MCKycCTBEHHO BbIpallly-
BalOT KPUCTAJIBI OY€Hb BBICOKOTO Ka4yecTBa... 11



— Hy, yx BbI xBaTuiu! — pasapakeHHO cKaszaja CTa-
pYLIKa-MOCEeTUTEbHUIIA, caMa YYBCTBYsSI, UTO BeIeT ceOs,
Kak JIeBOYKa. — DTOMY KOJIbE JIET CTO MSAThAECAT, HE MEHb-
me. B Te BpeMeHa MCKYCCTBEHHO HE BBIpAllMBald KaMHMU,
HACKOJIbKO MHE M3BECTHO.

— A Kak rnonajo K Bam konbe, Kcenus Hukomaesna?

Jleaduamo aem nazao

Kto OBl Mor momymaTbh, YTO OOBIUHYIO MPOCTYAYy HeE
yaacTcs BBIICUUTH? A MOXKET, TaK ObIJIO HaIo, BCETO-TO IO~
JIOIIENT CPOK, KaK MOAXOAUT KO BCEM JIIOASIM B OMpPeIeIeH-
HBII Yac, HE3aBUCHMO OT Bo3pacTa?

Kcenus HukomnaeBHa 3agpeMarna 3a CTOJIOM, MOJIOXUB
Ha PYKH TOJIOBY, CKBO3b IpeMy yCJIbIIIIaa;

— Kcenst! Kcroma...

OHa Tpuceia Ha Kpail KpoBaTH 1 B3sla MaTh 3a KUCTh
pyKu:

— YT0 THI XOUEIIH, Ma?

— 4 ymupato, Kcromia...

Martepu MCIOJHWIOCH BoceMbaeciaT Tpu roma. Ho oHa
ObL1a KpenKoi — AaXke B TAKOM BO3pacTe OTJiM4yaiach XOpo-
IITUM 30POBBhEM U CBETIBIM pasyMoM. Kcenus Hukomnaes-
Ha, TOTJa MSTUIECATUICTHSIS XKEHILMHA, KOTOPOU HUKTO He
naBaj OoJIbIIe TPUALIATA CEMU, CKIIOHWIACh HaJl MaTephlo:

— He roBopu Tak, Tbl CUJIbHASL... TOMPABUILIBCS. ..

— Kcromra, y MeHsT Majio BpeMeHU, TTIOMOJTYM, — XpH-
10 cKa3aia Matb. OHa Bce BpeMsi XpUIlena, YTO TPEBOXKUIO
Kcennto HukonaeBny. — Sl ctapa, MHe yMupaTh He CTpalll-
Ho. JIoM ocrtaBiisito Tebe. Ho He B3aymaii IyCcTUTh Croa CBO-
€r0 35TsI, OCTAaHEIILCS Ha YIIUIIE. ..

Houbr Kcenun HwukonaeBHBI JaBHO OblIa 3aMyXkeM,
a HUKaK He MOTIJIa pOOUTh, YTO cepamiio 3aTs. CBoero Xu-
JIbs1 y ApragHbl He ObLIO, OHU XXWJIM B OOLIEXUTUM, HO MaTh
Kcennn HwukomaeBHB HaoTpe3 OTKa3bIBaJlaCh ITOCETUTH
BHYUKY U €€ MyXa B IOME.

Jlexamast >XeHIIMHA TPUIIOTHSIIACh, BBIHYJA W3-TI0J

MOAYLIKYU CTapblil PUAUKIONb, OTKPbLIA €r0:
12 — Bo3bpMu BOT... BTO O4YeHB JOpOTast BEIlb.



Ha namonp Kcenum HukomaeBHBI JIerio oxepesbe,
CBepKaBIllee Jaxe Mpyu TyCKJIoM cBete. OHa ¢ yauBJICHUEM
paccMmaTpuBaia yKpalieHue, a MaTb TOBOpUJIA:

— He mnokasbiBait ero Hukomy. Ho eciu Oynmer Tyro...
HE >Xajei, npojaBail, XOTs... OT HEro TPYAHO U30aBUTHCS.
DTO KOJIbe YHECJIO MHOTO TJIYIBIX KU3HEil, OHO BHIOMpAET
TeX, KOMy XO4eT puHaaiexathb. Korma-To BeIOpano MeHsl...
Tenepnb oHo TBoe. Ellie 3mech, — TpuKaja oHa pUIMKIONb
K TPpyIu, — €CTh BelIMIIA... Thl MOWMEIlIb... MOCTIe, KOTaa 5
yiiny. [Ipoctu MeHs, 51 OblIa 1oxoi Matepbto. Ho Thl Obl1a
MPEKPACHOM A0YEphIO. A Terepb M030BU CBSIIICHHUKA.

— Ime X s1 BO3bMy ero, MaMa? — CKBO3b CJIE3bl TIPOTO-
Bopuna Kcenus HukonaeBHa.

— B uepksu. Mau. Tam Bcerna KTo-HUOYAb €CTh... MO~
CKaXyT, [Je XUBET CBAILEHHUK... [loTopornucs, s He Xouy
yMepeTh 6e3 MOKassHUS 1 OTITYILIEHUSI TPEXOB. ..

Kcenus HuxkonaeBHa 6osiiachk OCTaBUTh MaTh OJIHY, HO
BOJISI yMUpalolieii — 3akoH. Hodb TOJNBKO-TOJILKO Havasia
nepexof, K paccBeTy, eile He moracau 3Be3fnl. Ha ymuue
ObLIO TUXO U 0€3JII0JHO, a OHa 6exasa K IepKBU — 3TO Ja-
Jeko — co Bcex Hor Korna ycraBaina, mepexonuia Ha 1iar,
4yTOO OoTABIIAThCs. BecHa Bbimanach xojomgHast, Ho Kcenun
HuxkonaeBHe ObLIO XXapKo, OHAa paccTerHyJia MajbTo, CHsa
mapduK 1 6exana, TIoxXo BUIS Tiepen co00it Topory — Me-
wanu cie3bl. OHa rOpbKO Mlakaia, Bellb YXOAWIa ee Mathb,
HaBceTIa yXoauna...

— XM, — nomxkana ryoel Kcenus HukonaesHa, ris-
IS HA I0BEJIMpa C BBICOKOMEPHBIM HerojgoBaHuemM. — Ha-
IIeloCh, BBl HE QyMaeTe, 4To s ero yKpana? Her? U Ha ToMm
crnacu6o. Konbe MHe mepenana Mosi Mama mepes CMEPThIO.
D10 ee Bellb. B coBeTcKOe BpeMsT OHa He TTOKa3bIBajia yKpa-
LIEHUE HUKOMY, TOTOMY YTO €r0 MOTJM... 3... IKCIPOIPU-
uposatb. Hy, oTHTh. S x0Tena Obl 3HaTh, CKOJIBKO ceiiuac
CTOWT 3Ta BEUIb.

IOBenmup cHoBa 3amymancs. EnBa xacasich KOHUYMKaMU
MajbleB KaMelIKOB KOJIbE, JIeXalllero Ha TMOJUpo-
BaHHOM CTOJIe, OTAEPruBal UX, OyATO OT HEOOJb- 13



LIOTO TOKa, TMaJiblaMW BTOPOW PyKW MOTUpaT TSKEbId
MOI0OPONIOK W PacCesTHHO CMOTpPENl Ha IOBEIMPHOE U3Me-
nue. Kcenus HukomaeBHa oTMeTusa, 4TO Mayblbl Y HETO
apUCTOKpAaTUYHbIE — TOHKWE W OYeHb IUTMHHBIE, C 3a-
OCTPEHHBIMU KOHUYMKAMU. YIMBUJIACH: MabLbl ApUCTOKPA-
Ta, a JIMIIO Tpy3durKa... ¥l MaHepHl JIIOMITIEeHa. ..

— 3nech He XBaTaeT TPeX KaMHeW, — HaKOHell cKazas
oH. — Kyna onu nenmmcs?

— Brimanu, HaBepHoe. Ko MHe KoJbe momnajio B TaKOM
BUJIC.

— 41 Bot uro aymato... Ecau Bam He CpOYHO, TO TMOMIO-
xnute HeMHoro. Ko MHe mipuenmeT mpyr, oH paboTaeT Ha
IOBEJIMPHOM 3aBOJIE. YK OH HE OIINOETCS.

— A CKOJIBKO XIaTh?

— Henento, moxert, nBe. Y Bac ectb TenedoH? JlaBaiirte,
s 3aIUIIY W TTO3BOHIO BaM. MHe caMOMYy JIIOOOTIBITHO, YTO
a10 3a KamHM. — KceHusi HukonaeBHa Kojebanach. Torma
MYXKUMHA, YCMEXHYBIIUCH, CKa3alx: — B HaireM ropoze He-
JIETKO OMpEeAESUTh UCTUHHYIO LEHHOCTh KOJbe. DTa Bellb
OYeHb cTapas, Tak? 3HAYUT, eCIM KaMHU HacCTOsIIIUe, TTPU
OLIEHKE OYIeT YUYUTHIBATHCS U UCTOPUYECKAS] LIEHHOCTD W3-
nenusi. Bo3aMoXHO, TIpUaeTcsT BBISICHATh UMST MacTepa. DTo
yXe NOJIKHBI AefiaTh SKCIMEPThI, a He MPOCTo oBeaup. Tak
YTO OIleHKa BaIllero KOJIbe — CJIOXHBIN Iporiecc. Bol mo-
HuMaete?

— Hymaete, 1 unuoTka? — oropmia ero Kcenmst Hu-
KOJIaeBHA.

— 41 He xoten Bac oouneTh. BoT, Bo3pMuTe Mou Tenedo-
Hbl. Pabounii u nomaiirHuii. [To3BoHUTE camMu yepe3 Helleo.

Kcenusi HukonaeBHa B3sila BU3UTKY, IoOJarogapuiia
U BBILLJIA U3 MACTEPCKOM.

[lepectynuB mopor coOCTBEHHOTO A0Ma, CTapylllka U ee
BHYYKa HOCHUJIMCh CO CKOpOCTBIO BeHTWIATOpa. KceHus
HukonaeBHa cHUMaja oxexay U Opocaja TaM, Te CHsIa.
Codus monbupaia BEeIIX 1 3aCOBBIBajIa UX B IIKad B KOM-

HaTe 6a0yIlIKM, OMHOBPEMEHHO IepeoieBaach B 10-
14 MAIITHIOIO OJIEXTY.



HaneB HouHyto copouky, Kcenust HukonaeBHa 3ampbir-
HyJia B TIOCTeJIb, HATSHYJIa OJESUIO 10 TTOI00pOoIKa:

— Yo, ycnienu.

— ba! — B3Busrnyna Coduwuiika. — JIumo! ¥V T1ebst Ha-
KpalieHo JuLo!

[Mocnpimiancst 3ByK MOTOpPa — 3TO BbhE3Kal BO IBOP aB-
TOMOOWJTb.

— Yero croumn? — psiBkHyJa Kcenus HukonaeBHa, —
BricTpo Hecu 10CchoH!

Codus ymyanach, TYT ke mpubexaia ¢ JOCbOHOM U Ba-
Tol, Opocuia 6adyIiike:

— B TBoeM Bo3pacTe KpacuThcsl He0Os13aTeIbHO! A ThI
KYpWUIlib, MbEIIb KOHbSIK, HETIPUIIUYHO BbIPAXKaelIbCs, eIl
u kpacuibes! Celfuac 3aCTyKalorT. ..

— 3epkajo! — ckoMaHmoBaja 6adyiika. — M He ynTaii
MHE HOoTalui!

Kcenus HukonaeBHa BbiTepsiia IyObl, OpOBU U BEKWH,
Opocuiia BaTKy ITOI KpoBaTh, CXBaTWiIa KHUTY, BIIEPWIACh
B Hee m1azaMmu... M1 BoBpeMms aT0 caenana. B komHary 3a-
[JISTHYJIa I09b ApUajHa:

— A BoT 1 Mbl. Kak ThI ce0s1 4yBCTBYyellb, Mama?

— Kak MOXHO 4YyBCTBOBaThb ce0SI B CEMBIECST JBa
roga? — mpoBopyana Kcenus HukomnaeBHa. — KoHeuHo,
TIJIOXO.

— Ceituac obenatb OyneM, — cooOIIMIa J0Yb.

DTOT MUajor MPOUCXOOUT MEXIYy HUMHU TTOCTOSIHHO,
TOJIbKO MEHSIIOTCSI CJIOBa, 00O3HAyalolle BpEMSI CYTOK:
«Ceityac 6ymeM 3aBTpaKarh... 00eIaTh... YKMHATh...» [loce
JI0Yb IPUHOCHUT €y Ha IofHoce, 3aTeM YHocuT. U Bce. Hu-
KaKuX pa3sroBOpoOB MO JyillaM, oO1Iux uHTepecoB. Kak Oyn-
1o Kcenus HukonaeBHa 3Bepyllika, KOTOPOii, KpOME €1Ibl,
HUYETO He Hamo.

— 3Haeib, ApuagHa, — cKasaja OHa J04Yepu, — Thbl
HaBepHsKa yctana, myctb Codust mpuHeceT 00ell, a TTOTOM
yoeperT.

— Ha? Tel Tak mymaenib? XopoIlo.

ApuanHa 3akpbuia 1Bepb, a Kcenus HukonaeBHa
OypKHYyna: 15



