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€ OTCTaBaWTe, IEBOYKU, HE
orcTaBaiite! — JIXynber-
Ta OKMHYJIa HaMETaHHBIM
IJIa30M CBOE HEIOCIIYIITHOE CTado U IIPUBBIYHO 100aBU-
Jla: — Manbuuku Toxe! MBI nogxoauM K caMOMY MHTe-
pPEeCHOMY MYHKTY Hallleli 3KCKypcuu!

JXynpeTTa OBIJIa TOJICTAsI XKM3HEpPamOCTHas TeTKa,
CWJIbHO 3aropesllias Ha 0€3:KaJJOCTHOM HUTaIbsHCKOM
COJIHIIE, B IIMPOKUX KJIOYHCKMX IITaHAX U HEOOBATHOM
Ko(dTe cepo-Oypo-manuHoBoro npera. OHa paboTtana
TUIOM U C CaMOTO yTpa BOAWJIA TPYIIIY 110 pa3BajlmHAM
ITomnen. Ilo xomy nena, Mexxny OeCUMCIEHHBIMU Py~
HaMU ¥ MO3aMKaMH, OHa yCIleja paccKa3aTh TypuUCTaM
BCIO CBOIO XXM3Hb — 4YTO poaujach oHa B PocToBe, uto
9K30THYECKOE UM el JaJIi POIUTEIN, INKOJIbHBIE YIU-
TeJIsl, TAHYBIIMECS K MUPOBOI KYJbType, U YTO OHA C
STUM JIUTePaTyPHBIM UMEHEM Masuiach OOJIBIIYIO YaCcTh
CBOEM XXKM3HU, TI0Ka BOCEMHAAlaTh JIET Ha3al He mepe-
exaja B MTtamuio, Toe 3TUM MMEHEM HUKOTO HEJIb3s
YIUBUTb.

— He orcraBaiite, He oTcTaBaiite! — mMOBTOpUIIA
JXynbeTTa U MOAHSIa BBICOKO Hal TOJI0OBOM SIpKO-Kpac-
HBII 30HTUK. — CaMoe MHTepecHOe, NeBOYKU! — IIpo-
roBOpUJIa OHa TAMHCTBEHHBIM TOHOM M yKazajla TeM K€
30HTUKOM Ha KAMEHHYIO MOCTOBYIO.
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— Oil! — ucmyraHHO BCKpPHMKHYJa CKPOMHAasl pPbl-
JKeHbKas JInza u monsaruiaack. — DTO XKe... 3TO...

— Jla, 3T0 IMEHHO OHO! — C HECOMHEHHOI ropao-
CTBIO IIporoBopuia XyJIpeTTa M OTCTYIIMIA B CTOPOHY,
YTOOBI BCE €€ IMOA0IeYHbIE CMOIIM Pa3risiaeTh U300pa-
JKeHHe Ha aHTUIHOM TpOTyape.

BHe BCsKUX COMHEHUI, 3TO OBLIO BBIJIOXKEHHOE MO-
3aMKOI MYKCKOE€ TOCTOMHCTBO HEBEPOSTHBIX Pa3MEpOB.

ZKeHIWHBI TPOMKO 3aaxajiud, OMHAKO OKPYXWJIU MO-
3aMKy, HEe CBOJs C Hee IJIa3.

— Boo011e-To 3T0 MpOoCTO JOPOXKHBIA yKazaTedb, —
nosicimia JIxxynberra. — Crpelika, KOTopasi ITOKa3bIBaeT
JIOPOry K JIyllaHapHIo, IIPoIle TOBOPS, K IpeBHEMY OOp-
nemo. OmHaKO ¢ 3TUM «yKa3aTejJeM» CBSI3aHa MHTEpeC-
Hasd JiereHna, — no0aBujia OHa, MOHM3UB rojoc. — Io-
BOPSIT, YTO €CJIM KEHIIMHA IIOTONYETCS Ha HeM, y Hee
HEMPEMEHHO HaJlaIuTCS JIMYHAsl XW3Hb... S, mpasma,
BOCEMHAILIATh JIET HA HEM TOITYYCh, 1 HUKAKUX PE3Yb-
TaToB! — M00aBMJIa OHA C TSDKEJIBIM B3IOXOM.

BreimepxaB mist nprimdnsl HeOOJBIIYIO I1ay3y, XKeH-
IIWHBI OPOCUJINCHh K HENPUINYHON MO3aMKe, YTOOBI
noronTtarbcs Ha Heil. IlepBoii, pacToikaB OCTaJbHBIX
MPETEHAEHTOK, MpoOmiIach K aHTUYHOMY YKa3aTesio
CKpOMHAsI MHTEJUINTCHTHAsI cTapyllka 3uHauga Bacu-
JIbeBHa.

— A BBHI UTO Xe — HE MHTepecyeTech? — pasgajcs 3a
crnuHoM y Bepbl BKpaguyuBHIi TOJIOC.

CHoBa ApceHnii!

OH BO3HUK PSIIOM C HEl, YXBaTWJI 3a JIOKOTh CBOEH
MOTHOM PYKOM 1 3a4bIIIAN B YXO.

Tocmoau, Hy Kak ke OoH eil Hagoell! beckoHeuHO
IpUCTaBaJl C Pa3roBOpaMM, HO MajO TOrO — IIPU BCS-
KOM ymOoOHOM M HEYIOOHOM cCjiydya€ HOPOBMJ B3STh
o1 JTOKOTOK M BOOOIIE mocaxmana BCEeMU BO3MOXKHBI-
Mu cnocobdamu. Ha mske ycTpauBajicsi Ha COCETHEM
JIeXake, TacKajics 3a Heli B MOpe, a TaM OpbI3rajcs u
MO BOIOU XBaTad 3a HOTH, KaK IMSITUKJIACCHUK B IH-
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OHEPCKOM Jiarepe. 3a 3aBTPaKOM OH HEIIPEMEHHO BbI-
O6upan ee CToIUK, U 'y Bepbl MTHOBEHHO Mpormagas am-
METUT, KOTIa OH XXKaIHO €J1, YaBKas M POHISI KPOIIKH
Ha CTOJI.

BeuepaMu ObLIO ellle XyXe, OH CTaBUJ CBOH CTyJ
CIIUIIKOM OJIM3KO K €€ CTYIy, KJIaJl CBOM MOTHBIE PYKU
elf Ha IIJIeYo WJIM JaXe Ha KOJEHKY, HO MOCJe TOro, Kak
Bepa 4yBCTBUTENIBHO YKOJIOJA €r0 BUJIKOM M BBUIMJIA
Ha OpIOKM TOMAaTHBINA COYC, HECKOJBKO MOYMEPUJI CBOM
nbeu1. Bepa npuoboapunack M HamesyiaCh, YTO CETOIHS
Ha 9KcKypcuu B [ToMnien oH OCTaBUT €€ B ITOKOE.

Kak-Hukak, mocienHuii 1eHb IIyTeBKM, 3aBTpa OHU
yinetaroT. Ho 3TOT K03e1 He MOT CMUPUTBCS ¢ HEU30€X-
HBIM M CHOBA B3sIJIcs 3a cBoe. Bepa ero yxe BuaeTh He
MOXeT!

— MHe kaxeTcsi, Tebe TOXe HYKHO BCepbe3 MOIY-
MaTh O JUYHOM XU3HM! — MPOroBOpUI ApCEHUIA HacTa-
BUTEJIBHO M ellle KpeITue BIECIUICS B €€ JIOKOTb.

Bepy nepenepHysio — 3T ero noTHbIe pyKU... opp! To
€CTh IIOHSTHO, YTO CPEOU ITPOKAJICHHBIX COJTHIIEM IPEB-
HUX PYMH XapKo, HO HE IO TaKOH XK€ CTEMEeHM. ..

— OTtmycTute MO0 pyKy! — B3MOJIMIACh OHA, YIIOPHO
Ha3bIBasl €ro Ha «Bbl», B TIIETHOM ITOMBITKE OOBSICHUTD,
YTO OHU JIPYT APYTy HUKTO, M TaK OyAeT 10 KOHIIa 3TOTO,
C TIO3BOJIEHUS CKa3aTh, OTAbIXA.

HampacHo, 10 3TOro Tmiia HU4ero He TOXOIWIIO.

— Jla 4To ThI TaKask HEIOTpora? — UCKPEHHE U3YMUI-
cst Apcenuii. — ThI B3pocias XXKeHIIMHA, He HYy>KHO TaK
I1apaxaTbCs OT MY>KUMH...

«51 He OoT Bcex IIapaxaioch, a TOJILKO OT Bac!» — XoTe-
Jla OHa CcKa3aTh, HO IPUPOIHBIN TaKT momemai, u Bepa
OTBETWJIA MHAYE:

— 4 He mIapaxaloch, MHE MPOCTO XapKo!

Bepe xoTenock 3a0paTh 1 MoCaaTh €T0 MOIAJIbIIe, HO
BOKPYT ObUIM JIIOAU, U €ii, KaK Bceraa, ObLTIO HEYIOOHO.

— WM mpaBma xkapko, — Ha 3TOT pa3 ApCEHUIl BBHI-
HYXJI€H OBbLI COIJIACUTHCS U C IBHOU HEOXOTOM OTITYCTHI
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JIOKOTb, HO TYT XK€ 3allleJl ¢ APYrOi CTOPOHBI, — a ThI
CHUMU KO(DTOUKY...

«PazMeurancsa!» — nomymana Bepa, HO BCayx HUYETO
HE cKazaya, TOJBbKO OTCTYIIMJIA B CTOPOHY.

ApceHunil IBUHYJICS ObUIO 3a Hel, HO CIIOTKHYJICS Ha
HEpPOBHOM ApEeBHEW MOCTOBOM M OCTAaHOBMJICS, YTOOBI
MONpPaBUTh PEMEIIOK CaHAATUH.

Bort, xcTaTu, 3TN caHOAIWMN... B IYYIINX TPATUIIMSIX,
OH HocuI Ux ¢ Hockamu! M ata huoneToBast TpUKOTaX-
Hag pybamrka Ha myroBkax! B oomewm, Bepy paznpaxkaino
B HeM Bce!

Bocnonab30BaBIINCh €0 3aMUHKOM, OHA CKOJIb3HYJIA
B Y3KMI IPOYJIOK MEXIy ABYMS MOJYypa3pyllIeHHBIMHA
30aHUSIMU. ApCEeHMIA, MpbIrasg Ha OJHOM HOre, 3amaxal
pyKaMM U 3aBepelran:

— BepyHuuk, Kyna xe To1! Thl TaM 3a01yIUILIbCS!

Ho oHa Tonbko npubdaBuia xomdy.

Jlyuire 3a0iynuTbhesd cpenu MOMIEHCKUX pa3BajivH,
YeM CHOBa ITOYYBCTBOBAaTh Ha CBOEI KOXe IMPUKOCHOBE-
HUe ero MOTHBIX pyK! [la 3a Kakue rpexu eil Takoe Ha-
KazaHue!

OnHa OBICTpO ITAa MEXIY KaMEHHBIMU CTEHAMU, MU3-
JIyJarolMU yOyIUTUBBIA Xap. CBepHyJa BJIEBO, YTOOBI
caenaTh KpyT ¥ BRIMTU HaBCTpedy IPYIIe, HO IOYTH Cpa-
3y oKa3aJlach B TYNHKE.

Bepnynace K mocienHeMy IOBOPOTY, Ha MTHOBEHUE
3agyMasiach, Kyda UATH — TIPSIMO WJIA HaIlpaBso.

Ilomna HampaBo M CKOPO YBHUAEIA BIIEPEIN BEICOKYIO
KaMEHHYIO apKy, 3a KOTOPOU BUIHEJCS 3€JI€HbIN JYT, TYT
M TaM YCESIHHBIN KPYITHBIMM KaMEHHBIMU OOJIOMKaMM.

Bepa npubaBuia mary — KaMeHHBbIE CTEHBI TaBWJIN
Ha Hee, el XOTeJIOCh BBIPBAaThCS HA IIPOCTOP, HA BO3IAYX.

EnBa oHa Bomia o apky, COOKY HEOXKMAAHHO IO-
SIBUJICSI, CJIOBHO BBIHBIPHYB M3-II0J 3€MJIM, XYIOIIABBII
MOJIONOM UTaJbSHEIl B IPAHBIX IXKMHCAX U YepHOU PyT-
6onke. Ha yepHBIX Kyp4YaBBIX BOJIOCax ObIJIa KpacHas
OaHmaHa, IIpMaaBaBIlas eMy upaTckuii Bua. Kazamocs,
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OH TOJIbKO YTO Mepedpaiicss Ha 60pT B3SITOrO Ha abopaax
KopalJjisg U Teleph COOMpaeTcsi COOCTBEHHBIMU PyKaMM
MepeOUTh €ro SKMUITaX.

Bnopouem, HaBepHOe, eJI0 ObLIO HE TOJILKO B OaHIa-
HE, HO €Ille B BhIPAXKEHMU JMIla — KAaKOM-TO JKECTKOM,
PEeLINTEILHOM ¥ HACTOPOKEHHOM.

— YXe IoJI0BMHA YE€TBEPTOro, — MPOrOBOPUII OH I10-
AHTJIMICKM M KaK-TO CTpaHHO MOCMOTpes Ha Bepy.

To i1 oT Xaphl, TO JIM OT IIPUCTATBLHOTO B3IJIsIa €r0
OGapXxaTHBIX YEpHBIX a3 y Bepbl BHE3alHO 3aKpy>KU-
Jacek rojioa. OHa pacTepsSHHO MOMITUIACH, B3TJISHYIa
Ha 4achl 1 CMYIIIEHHO IIPOrOBOPUJIA;

— Hert, TonbKO MOJIOBMHA TPETHETO. ..

JIuio nmupara cMIr4miaoch, Kak oyato Bepa upe3Bbl-
YyalilHO obOpamoBaja €ro CBOMM OTBETOM, OH IArHyJ K
HEH 1 BJIOXWJI B pyKY KaKOil-TO HEOOJIBIIION IIpeaMET.

Bepa nmoneiTanack MpoTeCTOBaTh, ITOMbITANACh OTAATh
eMy BTOT IpeaMeT — €€ He pa3 IIpenylpexmanu, 4To
MpeanpuUMYMBbIE a0OPUTeHBI HAa KaXXIOM IIary IbiTa-
IOTCSI BCYYUTh JIETKOMBICIIEHHBIM TypPUCTaM HUKYEMHbIC
MOMENIKHN 3a OACHOCTIOBHBIE IE€HBIU, HO UTAJbSHEL YXKe
pa3BepHYJICSA U MCYE3 TaK K€ BHE3aIMHO, KaK MOSBUIICH.

Bepa npuBbIYHO MoayMaja, YTO CHOBa MOATBEpAUIa
CBOIO HEIIPUCIIOCOOJIEHHOCTD K XM3H1, CHOBA I10MaJIach
Ha YIOYKY YJIMYHBIX TOPTOBIIEB, HO TYT XK€ OCO3HaJa,
YTO TAaMHCTBEHHBIN IMpaT HE B3SUI C Hee HUKAKUX Je-
HEr, 3HAYWT, TPYIHO CUYUTATh €ro 3aypsAHBIM MOIIEH-
HUKOM.

Kpome Toro, oHa oco3Haja, 4TO OT HEOXKMIAHHOCTHU
M pacTepsIHHOCTH OOMaHyJIa CTPAaHHOTO UTAaJIbIHIIA: CKa-
3aja eMy, UYTO ceilyac MoJIOBUHA TPEThEro, 3a0bIB, UTO,
npuiereB B Mrtanuio, He mepeBena CBOM Yachl, 1 OHH
MOo-MpeXHEeMY ITOKa3bIBalOT MOCKOBCKOE BpeMsl. 3HAUUT,
Ha caMOM JigJie 110 MECTHOMY BPEMEHH ceiyac IoJI0BHMHA
BTOPOro, HO HUKAaK He IOJIOBMHA YETBEPTOro, KaK CKa-
3aJ1 9TOT UTAJIbIHCKUI KpacaBUUK...

CTpaHHBIN KaKoi-ToO!



Hatanbs AJEKCAHJPOBA

Bepa B3risiHy1a Ha MpeaMeT, KOTOPBIA CTpaHHbBIN UTa-
JIBSTHEII BJIOXKWJI B €€ pyKy. DT0 OblJIa MOHETa WA YTO-TO
BpOJi€ MOHETHI: IJIOCKUI KPYIJISIIOK M3 TSXKEJIOro ce-
pedpUCTOro MeTaylla, BBIMIEPOJICHHOTO 0e3XKaJT0CTHBIM
BpeMeHeM. B LieHTpe 3Toro Kpymisiika ObIJIO MpoOUTO
Kpyrjioe orBepcTre. Bepe HEOXMIaHHO MPUIILUIO B TOJIO-
BY, UTO B 3TO OTBEPCTHE MOXKHO ITPOITYCTUTH IIIHYPOK WJIN
LIETIOYKY, YTOOBI IOBECUTh aMyJIeT Ha IIIEl0.

Bor oHo, noHsna Bepa, BOT moaxopsiiee Ha3BaHUE
IUIS 9TOTO IIpeaMeTa — amyieT. Ha ogHoit ctopoHe amy-
Jjieta ObLT BLIOUT HEOOBIYHBIM PUCYHOK — TpU OOCHIE
HOrH, Oerymme 1o Kpyry, CJIOBHO TPH Jiyda CTPaHHOM
3Be3nbl. Ha apyroii cropoHe Bepa pasrisaena Kakue-To
MOJIyCTEPThIE, TPYIHOPA3INIMMbIC OYKBHI M 3HAYKM.

OnpeneneHHO, MoAyMajida OHa, 3TOT aMyJieT OYeHb
cTaphlii. M1 cTouT HeMaJbIX JeHeT.

Bepa mammHanbHO CcyHysna amyjieT B KapMaH. BHe-
3aITHO €€ OXBAaTUJIO CTPAHHOE, HEIIOHSITHOE, HEOOBSICHM -
Moe BojiHeHUE. U ellle oHa MOYyBCTBOBaJa CTpax.

YnuButenbHOe aeyio: Koraa Bepa co cBoeil rpyi-
MoH 1Ij1a IO yJ04YKaM IPEeBHETO ropoja, €l Ka3ajlioch,
yto Ilomnen GyKBaJIbHO MEPENOJHEHBI TYpUCTaMM, Ha
XKapKUX yaulax ObUIO SI0JIOKY HETIe ynacTb, 3BYYalu
NECSITKU S3BIKOB, a TEIeph BOKPYT HE ObLIO HU AYIIU, U
Lapuia TyjKas HaCTOpPOXXEHHAas TUILMHA.

Bepe cramo neyrorHo. Iloxanyii, ceituac oHa obpa-
JToBaylach OBl Jaxke APCEHMIO C €ro MOTHBIMUA pyKaMu U
CaJIbHBIM B3LJISIIOM.

Bepa nmocMoTpesnia B Ty CTOPOHY, Kylda, Kak eif Ioka-
3aJI0Ch, CKPBUICS UTAIbSIHEIl, HO HUYEeTO M HUKOIO He
yBUIIEIIA.

Jlyr, Ha KOTOpBHII OHA BHIILIA, OKPYXaal PYUHEI,
MOJIypa3pyIlIeHHbIE CTEHBI APEBHUX TOMOB. MeXay 3TU-
MU pa3BajJMHAMM BUIHEINCHh Y3KME IPOXOAbI, TOJKHO
OBITb, B OMHOM M3 HUX U CKPBLICI TOT OpIOHET.

Tyt G0KOBBIM 3peHHMEM OHA 3aMeTUIa KaKoe-TO IBU-
xxeHure. OHa MoBepHYJIa TOJIOBY B TY CTOPOHY, U €l ITo-
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Ka3aJoch, YTO B OMHOM M3 TEMHBIX MPOXOI0B MEXIY
pyMHAMM MEJIbKHYJa TEHb.

Ho ecnum muHyTO# paHbllle oHa ObUIa OBl paga Jo-
OOMy 4YeJIOBEKY — Telepb 3Ta TeHb UCITyraia ee. Eil mo-
Ka3aJIoCh, YTO M3 TEMHOTHI HA Hee KTO-TO CMOTPUT —
MpayHO, YTpoKalollie.

«/a yto co MHOI mpoucxoaut? — rmoayMaina Bepa
yIUBJIeHHO. — YTO 3a CTpaHHBIA TIPUCTYN TPEBOTU?
HagepHo, Tak neiictByeT Ha MeHs Xkapa. Bce xoporiiio,
HUKAaKON OIMACHOCTHU HET, ceivac 1 COpUEHTUPYIOCh MO
IUIaHY U HAlIy CBOIO TPYIIILY».

M He ycnena oHa moayMarh O CBOEl rpyriie, Kak U3
OOKOBOTr0 MpoXoJa Ha JyXalKy BhIKaTWiIach JIXKynbeTTa B
CBOMX KJIOYHCKUX IIITaHAX, C KPAaCHBIM 30HTUKOM B pYyKe.

Mononoii uTaabsgHel B ApaHbIX IKUHCAX U YepHOt
(yrbonke, ¢ KpacHOI OaHOAHOI HA TOJI0BE, YEM-TO I10-
XOXXWI Ha HAUMHAIOIIIETO TTUpaTa, MITKOW NPy XWUHUCTOMU
MOXOAKO IIeJT TI0 Y3KOMY IIPOYJIKY MEXIy KaMeHHbIMU
CTeHaMM JPEeBHErO ropoaa.

Bapyr HaBcTpeuy emMy U3 NOJYKPYIJION apKU BbIHBIP-
HyJla BbICOKasl OploHEeTKa B KOXaHOI KypTKe C 3aKJIeM-
KaMu. YepHble BOJOCHI OBUIM KOPOTKO MOACTPUKEHBI,
KpacuBOE JIMIIO HEMHOTO MOPTUJ IIpaM B BUIE 3BE3IbI
¢ TpeMs Jydamu. OmIsIAeBIIMCh IO CTOPOHAM, OpIOHEeTKa
BITOJITOJIOCA MMPOrOBOpMIIA MO-aHTJIMUCKU:

— Koropsrii yac?

HMTanpsiHell HEAOYMEHHO B3IVISIHYJI Ha Hee, IOTHSLI
PYKY C YacaMy W MpPOLEIUI:

— CopoK MUHYT BTOPOTO.

bproHeTka, onHaKo, HE YIOBJIETBOPUIACH 3TUM OTBE-
toMm. OHa BcTaja Ha MyTH «ITApaTa» U TTOBTOPUIIA:

— Koropsrii yac?

MoJonoii utaiabsHell B3ISIHYJI Ha Hee C YIUBISCHUEM,
MOITBITaJICS 000NTH, HO OpIOHETKA HE TMPOIYCTUJIA €To,
JINIIO €€ OTBEP/ESIO, M OHA CHOBA OTYETIWBO MTOBTOPUIIA:
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— Koropsiit yac?

TyT B r71a3ax UTANBSIHIIA BCIIBIXHYJ OTOHEK IOI03pE-
HUSI, 1 OH HEYBEPEHHO IPOTOBOPII;

— ¥YXe nojoBUHA YETBEPTOTO...

bproHeTKka SBHO 0O6pamoBaiach, JUILO €€ CMITYUIOCD,
M OHa OTBeTHJA:

— Her, ToabKO MOJOBUHA TPETHETO!

ITocne 3Toro oHa MpUOIM3UIACH K UTAJIBSIHILY U BBI-
XKMAATEIbHO ITOCMOTpEJIa Ha HETO.

«IIupar» BoIrIsIAea ymuBiaeHHBIM. OH pacTepsTHHO
TMIOKPYTUJI TOJIOBOI 1 MIPOTSHYJI:

— Ho 4... HO 51 yXe...

— Y10 3HaUUT — yxke?

— 4 yxxe mepema... KO MHe ITOAOIIUIA XXEHIIIMHA, OHA
Ha3BaJjla BepHBI MapoJib, U 5 Iepenan ei...

— Yepr, urto THI Hecemrb? — JIWMIO OPIOHETKU TEepe-
KOCWJIOCh, OHa 3aBepTesia roJIOBOM, CJIOBHO KOTO-TO MC-
kama. Tyr Xe 13 TeMHOro IipoemMa B KaMEHHOW CTEHE
BBICKOJIb3HYJI MY>KUMHA JIET COPOKa B JIETHEM O€XEeBOM
KOCTIOME, C IIMPOKUM CMYIJIBIM JIMLIOM, U3PBITOM OCITH -
Hamu. Tlomoiing BIDIOTHYIO K «ITMPAaTy», OH ITPOIIUTIET
MO-aHIJIMMCKY C KAKMM-TO CTPAHHBIM aKIIEHTOM:

— Komy 161 5TO oTnan?

Moomoil UTanbsIHEell HOIISITUICS, HO CIIMHA TYT K€
HaTKHYJach Ha IPOTPETYIO COJTHIIEM KaMEHHYIO CTEHY.

— Kto BeI? UTO BaMm oT MeHS HyxXHO?  HU4ero He
3HAIO...

— Bce 1B 3Haemb! — mpolIMIieNT He3HAKOMEI. —
W oTM4HO 3Haellb, KTO MbI TaKHWe... Thl TOJDKEH ObLI
nepeaaTh HaM KO€-4TO... OTHAall HaM 3TO — U MBI pa30ii-
nemMcs!

— Ho s 310 yXe oTman... oHa Ha3Baja IMapoJib, U S
nepenan emu...

— Tw1 310 yXe TroBopmi! Ho s moBTOpSIio Bompoc —
KOMY ThI 3TO OTHan?

— MBI He DOJKHBI BCTYIIaTh B HEMIOCPEICTBEHHbIN
KOHTAKT...
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— He noyKHBI ObUIM, — MOATBEPAUI HE3HAKOMEIT, —
HO THI OTJAJI HAIlly IOCHUIKY He TOMY 4YeJIOBeKy. Tak 4To
Tenepb HaM HY>XKHO KaK-TO MCIIPABJISTh MOJOXEHUE.

— ... 9 TyT HY 11pu 4yeM. A goiKeH ObLI TOJBKO ITe-
penarb Ty Belllb — U s ee Iepenai! bonblie 1 HUYero
He 3Haw! Otmycture MeHs! Bel HapyiaeTe Bce mpaBuial

— Tbl MHe Hagoen! — CMyTioe JULO MY>KUYMHBI Te-
PEKOCHIOCH, CIENIaBIINCh IIOXOXNM Ha aHTUYHYIO Tpa-
TUYECKYI0O MacKy, OH BBIAEPHYJI M3 KapMaHa CKJIaTHOU
HOX, IIETYKOM BBIOpOcHI Jie3Bre. — O KaKuX IpaBUJIax
ThI ToBOopUIIb? ThI cCaM MX HapylIWJI, OTIaB MOCBUIKY He
toMmy udenoBeky! Komy Tl ee orman? I'oBopu, uiau s C
TOOOI pa3depych!

— ZKeHIuHa... — HEOXOTHO IIPOTrOBOPMII ITApEeHb, —
KaXeTcsl, pyccKasl... KaxkeTcs, OHa mouria K goMmy Bert-
THEB...

— TbI MOKaxenb MHE ee! — MOTpedoBaJl HE3HAKO-
Men. — [lokaxenrs — 1 Torma g Te0sT OTITyIIY!

— Ho Hac... Hac He TOJKHBI BUIETh BMecCTe!

— Bce yxe 1 Tak moIuio HalepeKoCsK!

OH IOATOJIKHYJI «[TMpaTa» B CIIMHY, U TOT MOCIYLIHO
3allaraj K IJIaBHOM yIulie ApeBHEro ropoma. MyxuuHa
B 0€XeBOM KOCTIOME IIOIIE] PSAOM C HUM, HEOPEKHO
MOJIOXKMB PYKY Ha IJIEYO CITyTHUKA, KaK OyaTO OPYKECKHN
0O0HMMas €ero.

Bricokast 6proHeTKa B KOXKaHOM KypTKe 111J1a 32 HUMU,
HACTOPOXXEHHO OTJISIABIBASICH IO CTOPOHAM.

Korma onu mogonuiu K yiauiie, 10 KOTOpOM OJHA 3a
JIPYroil ABUTAJUCH ITYMHbBIE TPYIIBI TYPUCTOB, MYK4M-
Ha B 0€XEeBOM KOCTIOME BTOJIKHYJI CBOEIO CIyTHHUKA B
JIBEPHOI MpOeM ITOTypa3pyIlIeHHOTO 1oMa 1 BIOJIrojoca
IIPOTOBOPILL:

— OrTcroga Tbl €e YBUIUILD!

— Ho 31ech Tak MHOTO TYPHUCTOB... — IIPOOOPMOTA
«IIMpaT», — HAWTHU CPeIr HUX Ty XKEHIIIMHY — BCE PaBHO
YTO HAWTHU UTOJIKYy B CTOI€ CEHa...

— A TbI ocTapaiics!



n Hatanbs AJEKCAHJPOBA

W TyT MoJsiofoil uTanbsHel OXKUBUICS:

— Jla BoT, BOT Xe oHa! CBeTyibie BOJIOCHI, KeJTast
KodTa, 6exkeBble KopoTKue Oproku! OHa UAET 3a TOJICTO
TETKOI ¢ KpaCHBIM 30HTOM!

— Tol yBepeH? — TepecnpoCl My>KYMHA C U3PBITHIM
OCIIMHAMM JINLIOM. — TBI He ommodaenibes?

— VBepeH, yBepeH!

— BT0 X0poIllo, MOTOMY UTO APYroro ciydas y Teos
He OyneT! — M oH BOH3MJI HOX B IICI0 «ITHUpaTa».

— JleBoukM, N€BOYKM, HE OTCTaBaiiTe! — KpUKHYJa
HxynbeTTa, BepTs roiaoBoii. — Manpuuku Toxe! Celigac
Mbl YBUIUM OJHY M3 CaMbIX 3HAMEHUTHIX cTaTyil B IToMm-
nesix, cratyro oora Toprosiau I'epmeca...

Bepa obpanosanachk JIXXyabeTTe, KaK pOTHOM.

OHa gorHaja rpyImy, CMellanach ¢ TOJIMOI cooTeue-
CTBEHHUKOB, C YIUBJIEHUEM AyMasl O IEPEXKUTOM CTpaxe
Y He MIOHMMAas €T0 IPUYKNHBEL.

Bech TONbKO UTO MMHOBABIIMIA 3MU30/1 Kazajics el
Telepb HUYETO He 3HAYalllUM, HUYTOXHBIM, ITYCTSIKO-
BBIM — HY, MOIyMaelllb, Ha HECKOJIbKO MUHYT ITOTEpSI -
Jla CBOIO TpyIlNy, CTOJKHYJACh C KAKMM-TO MOJIOJBIM
WUTaIbSHIIEM, KOTOPBIA BCy4MJI € aMyJieT... MpaBaa, OH
IOYeMy-TO He B3sUI 32 HEro AeHEr, HO MOXET, My 4YTO-
TO MOMeEIIaNo0... @ MOXET, BCS 3Ta CILIeHa €il BooOIIIe I10-
MEPEIIWIACH OT TSKEJIOM IIOMIIeIICKOM Kaphl?

Bepa Ha Bcskuii ciayyail cyHysia pyKy B KapMaH.

AwmyJteT 6bL1 TaM, KyJa OHa €ro IoJioxuiaa, Bepa mo-
YyBCTBOBAJIa €0 IIEPIIaBYIO IOBEPXHOCTh, U €€ OXBaTH-
JIO CTPAaHHOE BOJIHEHME.

3HauyuT, 3Ta ClIEHA €l He MoMepelliach. 3HAYMT,
BCE 3TO IIPOM3OIIIO Ha CAMOM JIeJIe.

BnpoueM, HUYEro 0oCOGEHHOTO U HE MPOU3OIILIO...

Bepa mocrapanack 3a0BITh 00 3TOM ciIydae U cocpe-
JTIOTOYMTHCS Ha TOM, 4TO ToBopuia [[xXyibeTTa.

— Ceiifgac MBI ¢ BAMW HEMHOXKO TIPOIeMCS 1 YBU-
IUM 3HAMEHUTHIA oM BeTTweB, — Bellajla OHa CBO-
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WM TPOMKHM UM XPUILIBIM TOJIOCOM, — X035IeBaMU JOMa
ObUIM OBa OpaTa, B MOJIOAOCTH OHU SIBIISLIUCH padamu,
HO TIOTOM BBIKYIIMJIM CBOIO CBOOOAY M pa3borarteiu.
Hx noM ObLT OOHUM U3 caMbIX OoraThix 1oMOB B [1oM-
nesx...

BneszanHo Bepa oirytria To CTpaHHOE UM HEMIPUSITHOE
YyBCTBO, KaKoe OBIBAET, KOIrga KTO-TO CMOTPUT TeOe B
cnuHy. OHa HEBOJILHO B3[IPOTHYJIa, CJIOBHO HA IIOMIIEH-
CKOM Xape ee MpoXBaTWI JEASTHONW CKBO3HSIK.

Pesko obepnyBiInch, Bepa ornsimena yamily 3a cBoeit
CIIMHOM.

Tam HuMKOro He ObLIO, BO BCSIKOM Cilyyae, HUKTO Ha
Hee He CMOTpe.

PasBe uTo...

Ha cteHe omHOro u3 noJjrypa3pyiieHHbIX ToMOB Bepa
yBHIIeJIa KAMEHHYIO MacKy. TeaTpajbHYyI0 TParm4ecKyoo
MAacKy — IIMPOKOE JIUIIO C MOJTYOTKPHITBIM PTOM, Mepe-
KOIIIEHHBIM YXacOM WJIM CTpaJaHUeM, IIyCThle TEMHbIC
IJIa3HUIIbI, IIEKU, BBIIIEPOJIEHHBIE BPEMEHEM, CJIOBHO
u3pbIThie ocnuHamMu. Ha kakoii-to mur Bepe mokasa-
JIOCh, YTO 3Ta MacKa CMOTPUT Ha Hee MpoBajaMU IJa3-
HUII.

OHa oTOpocuiia 3TO HENPUATHOE OILIYIIEHUE U MPU-
0aBuMyia Iary, CMEIIABIIMCh C TOJIION CBOMX CHYT-
HUKOB.

M cHoBa mouyBCcTBOBajla CIMHOM 4Y€ii-TO MPUCTaJlb-
HBIN, HA30MIUBEIN B3TJISI.

Bepa oGepHynach.

Ha stoT pa3 He ObLI0O HUKAKO MUCTUKHU. 3a HEll Ta-
muica ApceHunit 1 cBepan ee B3misimoM. Ha ero pyoarir-
K€ TIPOCTYNWJIM TEMHBIE TIITHA IT0Ta, HOC MMOKPACHEN OT
COJIHIIA.

— BepyHuuk! — OXWUBWICSA OH, IEpEeXBaTUB €€
B3IIsIA. — Sl Tak BOJTHOBAJICS, TaK BOJHOBAJICS!

— Yto0 3TO BBl BOJIHOBaJMUChL? — OrpbI3HYJiach Bepa.

3T0 OBIJTO ee omnoKoii. He cronio BcTynath ¢ HUM B
pa3roBop. ApCEHUI TYT Xe HarHajl €€ U MOIbITAJICS He-



