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[TPOAOT

Axen, Dpankusa, 780 e.

HU3panennstiic Porand, wyecmeys npubiuicerue
cmepmu, 0BUHYLCA K 02POMHOU MPAMOPHOU 2J1bl-
0e u, noouas opandaav, u3o eceil cuavt yoapus
no kamrnio. Bpvl3nyau uckpvl, u Ha KamHe ocma-
Jzacy 3apyobra, Ho [[opandansb He CAOMALCA.

Tpu pasa yoapan oH no KAMHIO, HO KAUHOK MAK U
ocmaJca ye..

Cmenas, Ponan0 ez HUMKOM HA Mpasy, YpoHUE
padom mew u poz, u npuzomosguics omoamsv Bozy
Jywy.

51 kymanmy mepo u KAy, KOT/ZA BHICOXHYT UEPHUJIA.
IIpusaTHO BUAETH, UTO OYKBBHI POBHBI 1 aKKypaT-
Hbl. I yumica Kamnurpaduu moJ KPUTUUECKUM
B30POM JIIOJEH, YOeOuBIINX KOPOJA, UTO TAKOM
MMOYEePK JOJIXKEH CTaTh 00pas3IoOM JJis BCETO KO-
poJsieBcTBa. BuimpaAMuBIIMCH Ha Tabypere, maio
OTOOXHYTH 3aHeMeBmef/’1 CIIMHEe 1 CTaparlChb He
oOpamiaTh BHUMAaHHSA Ha OeccBs3Hoe O6opMoTa-
Hue crpaBa. VIpiaaHICKUN CBANIEHHUK PAIOM,
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KPACHOIIEKNI ¥ ILIEINNBLIA, NMeeT HeIPUITHYIO MPUBBLIU-
Ky pasroBapMBaTh 3a CTOJIOM caM ¢ cobor. Ceiiuac cepenmu-
Ha SHBapsd, KOPOJEBCKYIO KaHIEeJAPUIO B AXeHe HaIlOJIHAIOT
CKBO3HAKU, 1 KayKJIble HECKOJbKO MUHYT OH BBITHPAET COII-
JU PYKaBOM CBoel pschkl. CBAMIEHHUK 3aIIUCLIBAET, UTO BU-
JleJI ¥ CJIBIIIIAJ ITPY BOPE, U YViKe ITPU3HAJICA MHE, UTO ITUIIeT
ouorpa@uio HaIllero rocIiofHA 1 X03AnHAa.

— $1 masoBy ee «iKurume xopoaa Kapna», — ckazana o
Ha JIATBIHU, HO C MEJIOLUUYHLIM AKIIeHTOM, XapaKTePHBIM IJI
JKUTeJIe ero ocTpoBa.

«CryuHoOe Ha3BaHue JIsd TaKO KPACOUHOHN TeMBbI», — IIO-
OIyMaJ s, HO OTPAHUYUJICSI BOIIPOCOM, IIOUEMY OH B3sAJICA 3a
9TOT TPYX, KOT/Ja IINCI[aM MMIIEPCKOT0 CEKpeTapuara mIaTAaT
3a cocTaBJeHUe OPUIINATbHBIX TOKYMEHTOB.

— Jloporoi moii 3urByab(), — OTBETUJ OH, — MYAPOCTH
IPEeBHUX TOBOPHUT HaM, UTO KOIJa YMHUPAeT BEJIUKUH UeJo-
BeK, ICTOPUS €0 JeAHUN 3acayKuBaeT 00JIbIero, ueM Ipo-
CTO IJIECHEBeTh B apxmBaxX. JK1BHb BeJIUKUX TOJIKHA OBITH
3amevarJieHa B KJaCCUUYEeCKOIli 1Ipo3e, 6ecCMepTHON U BIOX-
HOBJISIOIIEH.

«AHTepecHo, HACKOJIBKO JKMBOM OyAeT ero mposa», — Aay-
Mal d, KOTJa OH, IIIMbITasg HOCOM, J00aBJAeT:

— Bor gacT, MO0 KHUT'Y CTaHYT YUTATh U IIEPEUUTHIBATD
rpsaAyIre IOKOJIeHuA. OTO OyeT He KaKas-To IPUUyIInuBas
0aiika, 4To0BI paccKasbIBaTh y oUara MW HAIleBaTh HA IIPO-
CTeHbKUI MOTHB, KOTOPBIA OBICTPO TEPAETCS M3 ITaMATH.

Koueuno, ou 3a0amy:KkmaeTcsa. Y CTHBIE CKa3KU MOTYT OKa-
3aThCHA JKIUBEe HAIMCAHHBIX IIEPOM, 1 KUBYT OHU He MEHbIIIe
3alMCAHHbBIX, KAK s 3HAIO II0 CBOEMY OIIBITY, a 3alIOMHUHAIOT-
cs1 OOJBIIINM UKCJIOM JIIOJEe.

OaHaKO IIpPe3pHUTEIbHOE 3aMeuaHNe CBAIIeHHUKA 3apo-
HUJIO MHE B I'OJIOBY MBICJIb: HAIMCATL MCTOPUIO O Xpabpom
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6JIaTOPOAHOM PBITIApEe, KOTOPBIA OLIJT MOUM IIOKPOBUTEJIEM
u apyrom. I K ToMy sKe ciac MHe KU3Hb. JTOM HCTOpUEH
s 3amevaTJielo IPKYI0 IaMATh 0 HeM. BpemeHamu OH ObI-
BaJI BBICOKOMEPHBLIM, MCTUTEJILHBIM, YIEPTBIM U KaTHBIM
1o O0TaTCTB, W BCe K€ BCe ITPU3HAIOT, UTO er0 CMePTh cTaJja
Tparudeckou yrparoii. MaJyo KTo 3HaeT, ecjiu BOOOIIe 3HAET
KTO-HUOYIb, UTO A IIOKUHYJ APyra B ero CMepPTHBIN yac. Bor
moueMy 3Ta KHUTA, JaHb YBAYKEHUS PBHIIAPI0, HAUMHAETCH C
TOTO, YTO A YIOMAHYJ O €T0 CMEPTH.
51 Bce erre ckopOJIIO TIO HEMY .



IAABA 1

— Beru! Cnacaii ¢BoIO 3XK13Hb, AypPaK! — KpuuaJa
My)K4YUHA.

OH ObLTI MOUM TeJIOXPaHUTEJIeM, IOTOMY UTO
IaJ KOPOJII0 KJSATBY, YTO OyAeT 3aluIliaTh ero
ceiHa. OH cXBaTUJI MEHSA 3a PYKY U OTBEPHYJ OT
CTPAIITHOTO 3PEJUIA, a TIOTOM C CUJIOH TOJKHYJI
B criuHy. YygoM ynaJjioch He HMOTEPSATh PaBHOBE-
cus. Beckope oH caM mocCJIeToBajl CBOEMY COBETY
¥ CTPEMTIJIaB IIPOHECCS MUMO, OPOCHUB IIUT 1 Med.
§1 Tymo cToss Ha MecTe, B IOJIOBEe 3B€HEJIO OT yaa-
pa, HaBepHOe, KAMEeHb U3 MPAIIY MOIaJ B IIIJIeM.
3a CIMHOM CJABIIAJIUCH KPUKU U YJIIOJIOKaHbE
mepcuiinnes. OHU cTOMAJIM HAIIl HEITPOUHBIA CTPO
¢ IEPBOT0 HACKOKA. BOJIBIITMHCTBO HAIITUX COJIAAT
BBIIILIM Ha 001 cO CBOMMU CaKCaMM, XOTS OT TOTO,
KaK OHU C)KMMaJW WX B PYKaX, KasajoCh, UTO
OHU IIPUIILIU IOACTPUTaTh KYCThI, a He UCIIOJIb30-
BATh 110 IPAMOMY Ha3HAUEHUIO 3TO CMEPTOHOCHOE
OpysKHe, OT KOTOPOTO U IIPOUBOIILIO0 MMSA HAIIETO
Hapoza — cakxchl. [[pyrue IpUIILIN ¢ TaJAIaMH,
IyOMHAMHU 1 TOHOPaMU AJid KOJIKU ApoB. HekoTo-
pble MIPUHECJU JYKKU C TOPCTKOM CTpesi, 0oJbIie
MOAXOAAINME IJIsi OXOThl HA HEKPYIHYIO AUYb.
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HI/IRTO He IIoAyMaJI 3aXBaTUTh 3allaCHbIE€ TETUBEI. H 3aMeTHnJa
OJIHOTO, BOOPY:KEHHOTO JIUIIIb IIeIIOM IJIsI MOJIOTHEOBI. KOposb
He JOoJI3KeH ObILJI IOChLIATh TAKUX JIOAel B 00I.

Harr mras 0611 — OCTAHOBUTH MEPCUIIIEB Ha I'PedHe X0JI-
Ma. BelcTpouBIINCh B ABa PAAa, ILJIEUYOM K ILJIeUy, Mbl MU3/1a-
JIN BOPIHCTBeHHbIﬁ KJIN4Y 1 CTAJIX IIOTPACATh CBOUM AJIKKUM
opy:KUueM, 00JIbIlle AJIA TOT0, UYTOOBLI MOJHATH COOCTBEHHBIN
IyX, ueM Opocas JeNCTBUTEJbHBIN BBIZOB Bparam. Crosna
COJIHe‘IHbeI BeCGHHI/IfI J€Hb, 1 IIO OOJIMHE CKOJIb3UJIN TEHU
oT 00J1aK0B. BeTepoK JOHOCHUJI COJIEHBIN 3amMax ¢ MOPSA U pas-
BeBaJI 3HAMs HAIIIero PoJa ¢ YePHBIMHU OJIEHbUMY POTaMu Ha
sKearoM moJjie. OTel IBUTAJICSI BEPXOM BIOJb 60€BOTO CTPOA,
HO JIWIITH TTapa BOMHOB IIPOKPUYAU YTO-TO 6oxpoe. Cromsio
TOJILKO CPABHUTD €0 KJIAUY C MOIIHBIM KOHEM MePCUICKOTro
BOEHAYAJTBLHUKA Y ITOTHOMKUSA X0JIMa, YTOOBI IIOHATH PASHUILY
B cuyax. Moii gans Kunepuk u gBa 6para 3aHUMAaJIA MeCTa B
mmepBoit 1mepenre. §1 ke, KAaK MJIAAIINI CHIH KOPOJA, Pacio-
JIOKUJICS UyTh mo3anu. Moeil 00513aHHOCTHIO OBLIIO PYKOBO-
IUTh HAIIUM KaJIKUM PEe3ePBOM — Hapoii AeCATKOB MOXKHU-
JIBIX KPEeCThAH U TAKUM JKe KOJIUUECTBOM JOMAIITHUX paboB.

EnvHcTBEeHHBIM HAIITUM ITPEUMYIITECTBOM OBLII CKJIOH XO0JI-
Ma. MbI moJiaraju, 4TO MEPCUUIILI He PUCKHYT CIIYCKATbC
IO TAKOMY KPYTOMY CKJIOHY, HO OHH pelnuanchk. Ha Hac pu-
HyJach yCTpAaIlaiollas Macca TONAMIUX U YIIOJIOKAOIINX
BOMHOB, CTy4Ya TAMEJIbBIMU JeJIE3SHBIMU MedYaMU IIO 061/I’I‘I:>IM
Kokelr muraM. OmepsKkaB y:ke TIOMKUHY II00Oe Hald TAKUMU
JKe He3HAUUTeJTbHBIMI KOPOJIEBCTBAMU, KaK Y MOETro OTIla, 1
BIIBO€ IIPEBOCXO/Is HAC UMCJIOM, OHM UyBCTBOBAJIU Ce0s yBe-
peHHo.

Bce etre oresioMyIeHHBIN, A 00€PHYJICA W B3TJIAHYJ Ha-
3an. Mepcufinbl HaOpOCUJINCh Ha HAIIUX JIOAeli, IMOAaBJIAA
Ja1000#1 HaMeK Ha compoTuBjeHme. KTo-To M3 HAIIWX YIIAJ
HaB3HUYL OT yaapa IIMUTOM B JHUIO. 1 BuUAe], KaK IIOSHU-
MaloTCsA U OIMYCKAIOTCS MEUHM U JPEBKU KOIUM, py0sd 1 KOJs
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TeX, KTO IIPOABJIAJ MaJjelIliee HaMepeHue cpaskarbea. 1 y3-
HaJl KPeCcTbAHNHA, KOTOPBIM NPUXOAUI K HAM Ha IIPOIIJION
HeJeje 3aIlJIATUTDH OECATHUHY. ITO ObLI MeAJUTEJbHBIH He-
VKJIOKUI UYeJIOBEK Ha IIOJITOJIOBBI BBIIIE OKPYIKAIOIINUX, U
Ha HeM ObLI »KeJe3HbIH IIeM, KaK Ha MHe. Bor 3maet, rae
OH ero pasgo0bLI, HO 3TO eMy He momorJio. Kaxkoii-To mepcu-
el 0OMaHHO 3aMaxHYyJICSI MEUOM B JIMIIO, HO IIOTOM OITyCTHJI
KJIMHOK 1 pybamyJ 1mo HoramM. KpecTbaHUH PYXHYJ Ha 3eM-
JII0, KaK CKOIIIeHHasd KpamnuBa. B oTuasHuy s BhICMaTpPUBAJ
oriia. Hurge ero me 65110 BuaHO. Hatrie 3HamMs, 00MOTABIIHCH
BOKPYT ApPeBKa, KadyaJoch TyAa-ciojfa, a uepes3 HeCKOJbKO
CeKYH/]I yIIajJio U CKPBLIOCh M3 BUAY. MUMO mpoHecJach Jio-
miagb 0e3 BCaJHUKA C 00e3yMEBIIIMMM OT CTpaxXa IJiasaMMu.
§1 ysHas ee — 9T0 OBLT KOHB cTapliero 6para, ToT, HaBepPHOE,
ToKe maji. Top:KecTBYIOIe KPUKY BParoB CTaJl 3aTUXAaTh,
UM TpeboBaJiach mepenblinKa. TaM 1 cAM HAIX JIOAU Iaga-
JIX Ha KOJIEHU U CIeIJISAIN PYKU, YMOJISA O moiane. Pesusa
YTHXJIA — He NMEeJIO CMbICJIa PYOUTH ILJIEHHNKOB, OHI CKOPO
CTaHyT pabaMu.

OmuH Mepcuer, KOPpeHaCThbI BOMH B KOXKaHOM HaHITIPE,
OOIIIMTOM JKeJIe3HLIMU IIJIaCTUHAMM, 3aMeTUJI MeHdA. §1 cTo-
7 OCOOHSKOM, OTJIVIIIEHHBIH YKACHBIM 3pPEIUINeM, U ero
0opomaTasi po:ka PacIIbliach B aJlYHON yXMbLIKe. [[oJI:KHO
ObITh, OH yBHUIEJ I00JIeCKUBAaHbe TOHKOI 30JI0TOM I'PUBHBI,
KOTOPYIO A MOJYUNJ NPEeaLIAYINel 3MMOii, KOTIa MHe IIOIIeI
mrecTHaAIaTeiii rog. OH He coOUpasics OeJUThCA TaKOU Io-
ObIueill ¢ ToBapuinaMu. bes eIMMHOr0 CJ0Ba MepCHell YCTpe-
MUJICS B MOIO CTOPOHY. §I mpuiies B ce6s1 U 6POCUJICSA IPOUYb
0e3 HameX bl Ha cIlaceHue, 100 He oueHb OLICTpOo Oeraji. Bpa-
Thbs APA3HUJIN MEHs 3a MeAJUTEJIbHOCTh U He OpaJu UrpaTh
B JIOTOHSAJIKHU, 3HAdA, YTO MHE C HUMHU He CpaBHATHCA. Temepsb
OBLJIO TO Ke camMoe. S1 cJBIIIaJ 3a CIIMHOM TOIIOT HOT IO Aep-
HY, U OH paszaBaJjics Bce 0m:Ke u rpomMue. Bckope Moe cepa-
11e moxo06paioch K CAaMOMY I'OPJIY, a KOJEeHU IIepecTalu CJIy-
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maTbesa. Ciabo 3aCTEerHyTHIN IILJIEM ITOJACKAKMBAJ HA T'OJIOBE
U CIIOJI3AJI Ha IJIa3a, TaK UTO B Pe3yJIbTaTe BUIHO ObIJIO JIUIIb
Ha apa. f 6pocus Med, HO CIUIIKOM IIO3IHO IIOHA, UTO II[UT
O-TIPEeKHEMY IPUCTETHYT K JieBOM pyKe. TimeTHO mombITast-
cA CTPAXHYTH €ro, HO TOJbKO IIOTepPsJ paBHOBecue. IToTom
mpobesKaJ elrne OK0JI0 MATUAECATH IPI0B, OIyIIasa, UYTO BOT-
BOT CTaHy Ao0bIueli Mepcuiina. JloHOCHJIOCH ero IbIXaHUe,
Bpar TOP;KeCcTBOBaJI, IPeIBKYIIAas JIETKYIO mobeny.

Yro-TO TBEepaOe OOPYINMJIOCh Ha 3aTBHLIOK. §1 ymaa Hud-
KOM Ha HArpeTyio COJHIleM 3eMmio. K ciaagkomy apomary
MCTONTAHHOI TPaBhbl MPUMEIIAJICA 3allax I0Ta 1 3acaJIeHHOMR
KOKHU, M MHE Ha CIMHY yIIaJIo TS:Kejoe TeJo. BouH mpuxaJ
MeHS K 3eMJie KOJeHAMHU, ILJeM cjieTel u oTKatuiacda. OH
MOJHSAJ 32 BOJIOCHI MOIO I'OJIOBY, Ha OJHO ysKacHOe MTIHOBEHIE
MOKas3ajioch, UTO ceiiuac Mepcuell oTceueT ee. Ho ero pyka
Pe3Ko TOJKHYJa MeHs JiooM 00 3emuro. CTajao HecTepIrmmMo
60abHO. I cabo MOMBITAJICS OTIIOJ3TH, HO PYKa MY KUNHBI
KPeIKo Jep:xajia cBoo n00bruy. OH MOAHSAI TOJOBY U BTOPOIA
pas yzapui exo o 3eMyto. Ha aToT pas3 a He COMPOTUBIIAJICA U
OBLI pajJ TOMY, UTO CO3HAHUE MEPKHEeT.

V:xe O0oJblile MecAIa S 3HAJ, UYTO TaK 1 OyIerT.

C,%%‘}

Korga a mpuiien B cebs, TO MO-TIPERKHEMY JeKaJI HUU-
KoM. PyKu ObLIV CBSABAHBI CBIDOMSTHBIM peMHeM. JIuUIio
yIUpaJoch B MIOTPECKABIIIYIOCS 3aCOXIINYIO I'pA3b. vKika Ha
meKe maxJja KypuHBIM IIOMETOM. 3aCTOHAB, A MOJHAJ T'0JIO0-
BY, UTOOBI OTJVISIIETHCS. BBIJIO JajieKo 3a MoJaaeHb, Hebo 3aTsd-
HYJIO obJIaKaMu, 1 I JIeyKaJ BO ABOpe mepej JOMOM KOPOoJd,
MouM COOCTBEHHBIM noMOM. Bo nBOpe cobpaJiach GoJibImas
TpyIIa Mepcuiinies B 60oeBoM cHaps:kKeHun. OHU IIepemnryuam-
BaJICh, 1, II0 OUEPEIN BBIXOHs BIIEPEI, KasKAbI BBIOMpPAJI
U3 Kyud Ha 3eMJie KaKoW-Hubyab mpeamer qo0niuu. S yBu-

11
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JIeJI TaM CBOIi IIIJIeM U C COAPOTaHIeM 3aMeTHJI IINHHBIA pas-
YKpaIllleHHbIHA OTIIOBCKUHA Med.

My:KunHA CpeJHUX JIeT C MOIIIHBIM TOPCOM M IITUPOKUMU
IjIieuaMu CIIpaBa OT MeHs cJenu 3a mejaexkom. OH cumes Ha
BBICOKOM PE3HOM JIePeBAHHOM CHUIeHbe, TPOHe MI0o0e:KIeH-
HOTO KopoJid. I[oMKHO OBITH, MEPCUHIIIBI BBITAIIUJIN CAMOE
Jy4lliee, YTO HAILIU 13 Mebesin, Korga rpaduiu oM. Ero sa-
BUTBIE€ BOJIOCHI OBLIM CMa3aHbI MACJIOM U MCKYCHO 3auecaHbl
HaBepXx. [laxe 6e3 KOPOHLI, YKpAIIIaBIIel ero Jiod Ha OTUYeKa-
HEHHBIX B €70 MOHETHOM JBOpe JeHbrax, d 0e3 Tpyma y3Hal
Oddy, xopoaa Mepcuu. {1 cHOBa OIIYCTHUJI JIUIIO B I'PA3D U Jie-
JKaJjl, He IeBeJsACh, cO0Upasach ¢ MbIcaAMU. OTIIOBCKUIT Med
B Ky4ue JOOLIUM IIOATBEPIKAAJ, UTO OTell ITorub Ha 1moJje 604.
Bpatbs, ckopee Bcero, To:ke MepTBbI. Mos 30J0Tas 1eiiHas
rpUBHA, KOHEUHO, rcuesja. I YyBCTBOBAJ KPOBOIOATEK BO-
KpYT Illeu B TOM MecCTe, I'e Mepcuell copBai ee. HaBepusaka
OH CIIPATAJ APAarolleHHOCTh B KapMaH. CIiepBa X0TeJIOCh BbI-
IaTh ero, HO s BCe JKe PEIInj, YTO 5TO HI K ueMy He IpuBe-
mer. loowrua mobGemuresis. IIpormioii ocerbo Odgda oripa-
BIJI HAIIIeMy KOPOJIIO ITOcJaH1e ¢ TpeOoBaHMeM IIPU3HATh eT0
TOCIIOZCTBO U ILIATUTH HaHb. ToT oTBepr TpeboBanue, Odda
BOCIIOJIB30BAJICSA 9TUM KaK IIOBOJOM IJs BTOp:KeHus. Harre
MaJIeHbKOe pas01Toe KOPOJIEBCTBO cCHAauajia OyaeT pasrpa-
0JIeHO, a IIOTOM HJIM CTaHeT maHHMKoM Mepcuu, uiau OymeT
HEIIOCPEeACTBEHHO BKJIOUEHO BO BiaameHusa Oddnl, KoTOphIe
yiKe COCTABJIAIYN U3PSATHYIO YacTh AHTJINU.

HenasHo MHe mpucHMIICA IIyraimolle peaJMCTUYHBIN COH.
Porarwiii oeHb MUPHO maccs Ha 3apOCIIIEM COYHOM TpaBOM
ayry. VI3 TeMHOr0 jieca mooaasib MOABUJICS OTPOMHBIH OBIK, Be-
IOMBIH JicHuIleli. 3Bepu HPUOIMIKAINCEH K oJieH!0. ToT caurii-
KOM MHO3IHO IIOJHSJI I'OJIOBY 1 He yCIIeJ BCTPETUTh He3BaHOI'O
TIPUIIEeJIbIla poraMu. BeIK HaOpocuIcsa Ha Hero 1 3a00/1aJI CBOIO
JKepTBY HacMepThb, IOKa JHCHUIA HOA0aIpHUBaJia €ro JaeM.
IIpocHyBIIINCH B XOJIOAHOM IIOTY, S IIOHSJI, UTO KPUYAJ CAM.

12
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T'pyOnle pyKu HOLHSIN MEeHsI Ha HOT'HM U IIOTAIUJIN K Bpa-
JKecKoMmy Koposio. Kyua Harpabaennoro gobpa ucuessia. Ha-
cTaja rmopa IeJuTh IJIeHHUKOB.

ITozamu TpoHa cTosAa TPYHIA XOPOIIIO OMEThIX JIOIe —
KOPOJIEBCKME COBETHUKMU. 1 OB IIOTPSCEH, C OTBpAIlleHrueM
YBUEB cpeam HuUX mMoero aanio Kmaepuka. o/KHO OBITH,
OH cJaJicA cpa3dy ke, KaK TOJbKO HAYaJIOCh CPasKeHne, U TeM
craccs. Ero B3TyIs, MOJTHBIN CTHIIAa U BLICOKOMEPIs, CKa3aJ
BCe, UTO HYKHO OBIJIO 3HATL: Telepb OH cay:xuiI Odde.

— 9TO eIWHCTBEHHBIN OCTABIIHICA B JKUBBIX CBIH,
TPOM3HEC MO KOHBOUP.

IIpaBuTeNb :KECTKUMHU CEPHIMHU TJIa3aMU OCMOTPEJ MeHS
¢ roJioBbl g0 Hor. OH yBHEJ TOIIEro CPpeJHero pPocTa IOHO-
M1y, B3JIOXMAUYEHHOTO M I'PASHOr0, B TYHHKE U PeuTysax, C
JKeJITBIMHU BOJIOCAMHU, TTaJaoIMI Ha U3Ma3aHHoe KYPUHBIM
IIOMETOM JIHIIO.

— Kax tBoe uma? — cupocua Odda XpUIILIM I'OJIOCOM,
rJaoTasi IJacHbIe, UYTO XapaKTepPHO IJS MEPCHICKOIr'o aua-
JeKTa.

— 3ursyJjabd), MOH I'OCIIOANH.

I'yOBI KOPOJIA MBOTHYJINUCH B IPE3PUTETHHOMN YCMEIITKeE.

— Bouk-nmobegurens. He oueHb COOTBETCTBYET.

W3MeHHUK- A0 BBIIIE U3 PsSILa COBETHUKOB BIIEPE/.

— 9TO MJaANIni CbIH. BbII ApYyToii...

Mepcuiickuii KOpPOJIb :KeCTOM PYKU IIPHUKA3aJ eMy 3aMOJI-
yathb. OH yiKe oOpalliajicsi coO CBOMM HOBBIM BaccaJioM TakK,
KaK OH TOTO 3aCJysKUBAaJ.

— Hy, u uro HaM ¢ ToOOI Aenats? — cupocusa Odda.

1 morynuicsa u HudYero He cKasaj. Mbl 06a IIOHMMAJH,
YTO PA3YMHBIM IIIaroM OBLIO ObI YOUTH MEHSI, YTOOBI CO MHOM
3aKOHYMJICA KOPOJIEBCKUU poj. §1 momospeBas, UTO MOU
OAS CTOBOPUJICSA C MepCHHIlaMU elle J0 UX BTOPIKeHU.
Ero ;xema — panbuaa poacrBenHuiia Oddei. Bpak gomxen
OB YCTAHOBUTH KPOBHBIE YV3bI, 3aKPEIUTh APYKOY MeEKIy
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COCEICTBYIOIIIMY KOPOJIeBCTBaMI. B JaHHOM cJiyuae IoJy-
YMJIOCh HA000poT. Bo3MOKHO, KpHUyUallleil JUCHUIlel 1 ObLiIa
ero JKeHa.

— Ilomoiinu Osuixe, mapeHb. Jlaii B3IJISHYTHL Ha TBOE
JINII0, — IPOTpPeMesI KOPOJIb.

$1 mpubamsuiIcsa 1 IOAHAI I'0JIOBY, OTKHUHYB CcO Jiba JJIH-
HbIe BOJIOCHI. TyT CKBO3b IIPOCBET B Ty4YaX BBITJIAHYJIO COJIH-
1Ie ¥ 03apUJIO ABOP, OCBETUJIO MEHs, KaK pa3 B TOT MUT, KOT-
Ia s IPAMO B3TJIAHYJ B XMYypOe JIUIIO UeJIOBEKa, Y KOTOPOTro
XBaTaJo Aep30CcTH HasbiBaTh cebd Rex Anglorum — Kopo-
JieM aHIJIOB.

OH enBa 3aMeTHO B3APOTHYJ U CAeJajl ABUKeHHe, KakK
Oy/ITO XOTeJI IIePEKPECTUTHLCS, HO CAEPIKATI PYKY.

1 poguacs ¢ TeMHO-CUHUMH IJIa3aMM. ITO BIOJHE O0bIU-
HO cpeau MOEero Hapoza, M, KaK IpaBUJIO, Yepes3 HeCKOJIbKO
MeCSIIeB MocJe POKICHNA OHU NPprodpeTarT 60Jee CBeTIbIA
OTTeHOK. MHorma riiasa CTAaHOBATCSA CEPLIMHU 1 OUEHDb PEeIKO
kKapumu. Ho co MHOM mosryumniock mo-apyromy. IlBer mpaso-
ro Tjia3a M3MEHUJICS, OH IIOCTEeIIEHHO CTaJl 3eJeHOBaTo-Ka-
pUM, a JIeBLIi T00JeqHe I 10 OOBIYHOTO CBETJIO-TOIy00T0. A ¢
MOUM OpaToM-O0JIM3HEIIOM — O HeM s HAIIUIIY I03:Ke — CJIy-
YUJI0CHh 00paTHOE: ero JIeBbIil Iji1a3 U3MEHUJI IIBET, a IIPaBbIil
ocTajicsa TeM sKe. I MHOTHUX B HAIleM COOOIIIeCTBe 9TO ObII
3HAK ObABOJIA, TeM 00Jiee YTO POABLI IIPOXOIUJIU TMKEJO, U
MaThb yMepJia, €aBa MbI IIOABUJIVICH Ha CBET.

He smaio, Kakyio cyab0y 3aMBICIUJ IJsI MeHS KOPOJIb
Odda, HO B ToO MTHOBEHIE, KOT/Ia YBUIEJ MOU pasHbIe IJIasa,
OH IIepeayMal.

$1 mouyBCTBOBAJ HEYBEPEHHOCTh, KOTIa OH IBITAJICS IPU-
IyMAaThb CIIoco0, KaK n306aBuThes oT MeHsa. Odda cuurai, 4To
HaHeceHUe BpeJa TOMY, KTO HOCUT MeTKY IbAB0JIa, HaBJIeueT
Ha Hero 6exnnl oT Heuncroro.

U oH oOpaTuiics K MOEMY Ise:

— Yo usBecTHO 00 3TOM IOHOIIIE?
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— JIIoOOMMUYHUK CBOEro OTI[a, MOM I'OCHOLMH, — OTBETHJI
TOT C IBHOI HENPUA3HBIO KO MHe. — OH ObLJI CJAUIIKOM Ipa-
TOIleHeH, ero He II0CJau Ha BOCHUTaHNe, KaK CTAPIINX ChI-
HOBeﬁ. BMeCTO TOTO ‘—ITO6BI YUUTb OXOTUTHCA 1 BOE€BaAThL, €I'0
VUUJIN YUTATh U IINCATh.

— 3HaYUT, OH He omaceH? — upunogHsia 6posu Odda.

— §1 6Bl Tak He cKasaJj, — IIOCIEIIHO OTBEeTHJ OANd. —
ITO CKOJL3KUI TUII, €My HeJIb3d AoBepATh. — OH m3o06pa-
3UJI JIBCTUBYIO YJII)I6Ky, IIOUYTUTEJIBHYIO OO0 OTBPaATUTEJIbHO-
ctu. — MosKeT ObITh, Bariiemy BesnuecTBy ciieiyeT BLIOGPUTD
eMy TOH3YPY U 3aKJIIOUUTh B MOHACTHIPD.

3akJoueHre HeKeJlaTeJIbHOM IIePCOHBI B MOHACTBHIPh
O0bL7I0 9()(PEKTUBHBIM CIIOCOO0OM yOpaTh €€ ¢ Iya3 JTOJ0MH.

Ha jume mnpaBuTens NOABUJIOCHL 3aAyMUYMBOE BbIpa-
JKeHue.

— KaKoBbI ero IpuBBIYKK? — CIIPOCHJ OH, CJIOBHO HHTE-
pecoBaJjics BBIYUYKOM M MOCJYIIaHueM COO0aKMU, KOTOPYIO CO-
Oupajica KyIUThb.

— OH JoJIXKeH YMeTh BeCTH ce0s ¢ BLICOKUMU ocobamMu, —
HEOXOTHO MIPU3HAJ AA4d. — BOCIHUTHIBAJICSI B KOPOJEBCKOM
IoMe.

— Ssbiku 3maems? — Ha sToT pas Bompoc agpecoBajcs
JINYHO MHE.

— TosbKO JIaThIHb, — IIPOMAMJINII I, eJie Bopouas mepe-
COXIIINM SA3BIKOM.

Kaxoe-To BpeMsa My:KUKMHA CePbe3HO Pas3TJIAAbIBAJT MEHSI.

— IlomoiiTe ero m MOABIINIUTE MOAXOAAMNIVIO OJEKIY, —
HaKoOHeIl, 00bsaBuJ oH. — B Mepcuu emy HalifeTcsa mpume-
HeHUe.

— YT0 %€ KOPOJIb PEII? — MOCJBIIIAJICSI BOIPOC OT OJ-
HOT'O U3 COBETHUKOB, CeI000POI0r0 CTapHUKa.

Ero momoGocTpacTHBIII TOH YKa3bIBajl, UTO BOIIPOC OBIJI
MPUBBIYHBIM, PACCUUTAHHBIM Ha TO, 4TOOBI naTh Odde BO3-
MOJKHOCTD 0JIECHYTh MYIPOCTHIO.
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