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M>spu Coio — 00LIEIPUHSTOE HAa3BaHUE KEHCKOTO TMep-
COHaXa, 3aHUMAIOIIeTO IIEHTPATbHOEe MECTO B TIOBECTBOBA-
HWU, Iake ecTM OHA M He TJIaBHBIN Tepoit. DTOT rmepcoHax
o0amaeT mpeyBeTMYeHHBIMUA 1 HEPEATUCTUIHBIMU JOCTO-
MHCTBaMM, CIIOCOOHOCTSIMU U Be3eHueM. B ocHoBHOM M»-
pu Chlo ObIBaeT ABYX TUIIOB: 00JlagaeT SIPKOM KpacuBOM
BHEIITHOCTBIO WJIM, HA000POT, TIPEyBEIUICHHO HEIPUMET-
HOI1, MOXET ObITh IyIION KOMITAHWUU WX, HA000OPOT, OBITH
TOJIOCOM pa3yMa, KOTOPBIN M3HAYAIBHO HUKOMY 0CO00 He
HPABUTCSI, HO TIOCTETIEHHO BCe MPOHUKaI0TCs K Mapu Chio
cuMmnaTueil uin BooJsores B Hee. Mapu Chlo Bcerna
BCeX cracaerT, Bcerna NpuayMbIBaeT BBIXOJ U3 CIOXHON CU-
TyalllM, TaK KaK yMHee M CMEKaJIMCTee JaKe CaMbIX YMHBIX
TepCoOHaXel KHUTH, U K Hell PUCITYIINBAETCS daXe TIaB-
HBI TEPOYA.

l1poJjior

Karepuna u 31aTocaaBa Apy>KWIM C A€TCTBA, U TPYAHO OBLIO
OBI HaliTH OBYX OOJee HeToXOoXMX Jromeii. KatepmHa, KoTopas
HbIHYE TpeboBaja, UToO ee Ha3bIBalu UCKIoUUTeIbHO KaT, —
yesioBeK BAoxHoBeHUs. OHa co cTpacThio Opanach BOILIONIATh B
JKM3Hb KaXIyIo HOBYIO uaero. Ho pBeHMs XxBaTao HEHANIOTO, U
JEBYIIKA OLICTPO «IIeperopaia», He TOBOIA HAaYyaToe 10 KOHIIA.
B utore B ee nBaguath nBa y KarepuHbl He ObL10 HU paObOTHI, HU
00pa3oBaHusl, HU MOCTOSIHHOI'O MECTa KMUTEJbCTBA. 3aueM pa-
0oTaTh, €CJIM eCTh 00eCeYeHHbIe POAUTEAN? YUUTHCSI CKYYHO,
KATh B OMHOM M TOM XK€ MeCTe He TTOJIydaeTcsT — TO ToXap, TO
MOTOII, TO COCEAN-UANOTH HEe MOHUMAIOT, YTO YCTpauBaTh Be-
YepUHKY 0€3 TPOMKOI MY3bIKM BCE PaBHO UTO 3aKyChIBaTh 0e3
BBITTMBKHU.



Hpyroe neno — 3naTociaBa. OHa oT/iMyajach yMOM U o0pa-
30BaHHOCTbIO, YMHOXEHHBIMM Ha XOpolllee BOCIMUTAHMUE, UYTO
SIBJISLIIOCH 3aCJIYTOM poAUTE/Ie-Tie1aroros.

Hackonbko ogHa o0oxajla aBaHTIOPHI, IUIIOSI HA OCTOPOXK-
HOCTb, CAMOCOXPaHE€HHE, a 3a4acTyl0 3aKOHHOCTb KaXJOTo
MPEANPUSITUSI, HACTOJILKO Xe BTOpasl MpearnoyuTaia MoKon u
yioT. I kcrtaTu, He mocheaHo pojib B (DOPMUPOBAHUU €€
MPeAnoYTeHUI Chirpajia Apyx0a ¢ HeyroMoHHOI KaT.

Tax ke, Kak xapakTep, pa3uTeJbHO OTJMYaIach U UX BHEII-
HOCTb.

Kareprna — MopeabHOI BHEIIHOCTU BbICOKAsl ToJyOoria-
3as1 osoHauHKa. [Tpupona Hagenunna ee BbiIalOIIMMUCS popma-
MU U1 MOTPSIcalolie CTPOHOM (pUrypoii, Kotopas ObljIa IpeaMe-
TOM 3aBUCTU MHOTrMX noapyr. Kat Moria no3BojuTth cede ecTh
BCE, UTO YrOHO, B JIIOObIX KOJIMYECTBAX, U COBEPILIEHHO HE TO0-
npassiaachk. OCTalbHBIM JEBYIIKAM M3 UX OKPYKEHUS MPUXO-
JIUJIOCh MOPUTDH CE0$1 TOJIOJOM U XOAWUTb MO (hUTHEC-LIEHTPAM
TaKk Xe PperyjasipHO, Kak M Ha pabory. Takoil mnomapok OT
MaTtylmku-npupoasl KareprHa BoclnpuHMMAaia Kak JOJIKHOE.
EnnHcTBEeHHOE, YTO OHA JII0OMIIAa TTO-HACTOSIIEMY, — 3TO CBOU
Oesnokypble JJoKOHBI. 1o ee ucKpeHHeMy yOeXIeHWI0, UMEHHO
OHM, a He I'PyJb TPEThETO pa3Mepa, MOMOTAIU MOKOPSTh MYX-
YUH.

31aTa — MpaKTUYECKU TOJHAsI TPOTUBOIOJOXHOCTb CBOGH
Jydiieit moapyre. YyTb HUXKE CpelHEro pocTta, CUMITaTUYHas,
HO He OoJiee Toro, oOproHeTka. O0J1agast HeII0Xoi (pUrypoit, ne-
BYLIKA MPEANOYUTANIA OJEXKIY CIIOPTUBHOTO MOKPOSI, CKPBIBAIO-
LIYI0 Bce ee nocTouHeTBa. OUeHb MpoCcTasl CTpUXKKA Kape U He-
OpOCKMIA MaKUsIX (2 3a4acTylO U €ro MoJIHOEe OTCYTCTBUE) CIOB-
HO JeJ1ajid €e HEBUAMMOI Ha (hOHE SIPKOil 1 3K3aJIbTUPOBAHHOM
KaTtepuHbhl.

MHorux yausisijia Kpernkasi Ipykoa aeByliiieK. 3jaata mpocTo
cMupuiIach ¢ JaHHbIM ¢pakToM, a KoT He Moria aTomy Hapano-
BaThcsd. OHa HMKOIAa He 3a0bIBajia O CBOEH JyYIlllel IMOoapyre,
BBSI3bIBASICh B OUEPEIHOE COMHUTEIbHOE MPEANPUSITHE.

3nara Kak pa3 paboTaja Haja CBOE IMILIOMHOI paboToM,
KOTrJa B IBEPb OY€Hb HACTOMUYUBO MOCTYYAJIU, TPO3SI CHECTH €€ C
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neresib. Cpeir BceX 3HAKOMbIX TOJIBKO OJTMH YETOBEK TaK XOIMJI
K Helt B rocTu. K coxanenuio, He Bunnm I1yx.

— M T1ebe mobporo Beuepa, Katss, — oOpeyeHHO cKaszajia
371arta, OTKPbIB IBEPb.

[Toapyra, KoTopast Tak 1 3aCThlIa ¢ MOJHSTOM IJIsI CTyKa py-
KOW, TOC/ie CEKYHIHOrO 3aMEIIaTe/bCTBa BCE Xe OTMepsa U
LIAPCTBEHHO IlIaTHYJIa B KBApTUDPY.

— JIaTTH... — BTO OOpallleHre 3acTaBUIO 3JaToCjaBy I0-
MOPILIUTHCS, Kak oT 6oau. Eif oHO coBepIlIeHHO HEe HPaBUJIOCh,
HO pa3 yx KarepuHa yero peimiur, To Mmpolle CKpUIlsa 3ydamu
npomojyath. — CKOJIbKO pa3 sl Te0e roBopuJia, YTOObI Thl 3BaJla
MeHst Kat?! Thl Xe 3Haelllb, 4YTO TaK MPUHSITO B OOTeMHON Ty-
COBKe, IJIe 4 ceiiuac Bpanalch!

Ara, kak xxe! boremnas TycoBka!

3Hajna oHa 3Ty «boremy». TycoBKa Ha caMOM JieJie BCerua
Obuta ogHa U Ta xe. TaM coOpasioch 111eCTh YeT0BEK, MOHSATUS
He MMEBIIMX, YTO UM HYXXHO B 3TOW XMU3HU MJis cuacThs. Kak
HbIHYE MOJHO FOBOPUThH, OHU MCKaIU ceOsl. A BepHee, MOoIpo-
CTy MOpPOYMJIM TOJIOBY cebe u apyrum. K orpomHomy coxare-
Huto 3yatociaBbl, KareprHa JaBHO M MPOYHO ToMajia Mon
BJIMsIHUE 3TOI caMoit TycoBku. Ceifuac oHM, cjaBa Oory, Oore-
Ma, paccekaroliasi B Mexax, MpuueM HaTypajbHbIX (0Jlaro Ha
JIEHbI'M CBOMX POJAMTENIEN OHU MOTJIM MO3BOJUTH C€0E U He Ta-
Koe). A JeTblpe Mecsllia Ha3aa OHU ObUIM pagvKalbHO HACTPO-
€HHBIMU 3alIUTHUKAMU TTpaB XKUBOTHBIX. [0 KOHIIA CBOMX THEN
31aTa OyaeT MOMHUTh, Kak oHU ¢ KaTepuHoii 6pocuin OyThLIKY
C «KoKTeineM MoyioToBa» B BUTPUHY JOPOTOro OyTuKa, TOp-
TYIOLLIEro MexaMu. OTO IOJKHO ObLJIO CTaTh aklMel mpoTecTa.
Ho To nu crekna okazanruch OPOHUPOBAHHBIMU, TO JIU AEBYIIKU
¢J1a00 KUHYJIU OYTBLIKY, 1a TOJbKO OHA OTCKOYMJIA U pa30ouach
00 acdajbT OpsIMO IIOJ HOTaMU Yy CaMMX TOpe-MHOIKUIraTeIb-
HUIIL. AKIMS TIPOTECTa YyIOM HE MpEeBpaTUIach B aKT CaMOCO-
JKOKEHUSI pajid OpaTheB HALLIMX MEHbBIITUX.

— Xopouo, Kat, — nmokopHO corjacujiach 3jara, IOHU-
Masi, 4YTO €CJIM TOojpyra ceivac 3aTsHeT JIEKIMIO MPo To, KakK
npekpacHa OoreMHasl XKM3Hb, TO HE 3aKOHYUT KaK MUHUMYM /0
yrpa. IIpo mMakcuMyM u AaymaTh ObLIO cTpainHo. Kak-HMKak
37ate ele Hy>KHO ObLJIO MKUCaTh JUIUIOMHYIO paboTy.
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Ha ynusnenue, KateprHa yaoBI€TBOPUIACH IIPOCTBIM «XO-
pOLLIO» U Iiepelia K CyTH JIeJia.

— Cnyiait, 3nata, 51 K Te0e 1o OUeHb BasKHOMY Jey...

— Ilo npyrum genam ThI clofia He XOAUIb, — HE yaepKajaach
OT ILLMWJIbKU X03s1iKa KBapTUPHI.

— Hy g x Ha mosHoM cepbe3e! — Haayna ryoku Kor. —
CMOTpH, 9YTO Y MEHSI €CTh!

OHa JiocTaia U3 CBOE MOJHOI Cepoii CyMKM IpeaMeT pa3-
MepOM ¢ OJIOKHOT-EXXEHEIETbHUK, 3aBEPHYTHIN B IIPOCTYIO XOJI-
moBylo TKaHb. Korma KarepuHa pasBepHyna cBepTOK, 3iara
MOHsLIa, YTO ObLTa HelajieKa OT UCTUHBI. BHYTpY oka3asiach He-
OosibllIasi KHMXKMIIA B KOXAHOM TIEperieTe, ¢ MeTalInuecKoi
3aCTEXKOM.

— Yt0 310? — 3amHTEpecoBaiach 31aTocaaBa. Belllb BHITIIS-
JieJ1a TOBOJBbHO CTapOid.

— OO0 aTOM 5 X0Tena Teds CIIpoCcuTh, — oTBeTIIa Kot 1 me-
penaia KHUXUILY MOAPYTeE.

3nara 3akaTuia riuasa, oeps ee. EcrectBeHHo. EcTh HOyTOYK
u rianmeT. Otkyna Kot renepb 3HaTh, KaK BBITJISIAUT KHUTA?

— Cyns 1o ToMy, YTO KOPEILIOK COOKY, 3TO KHUXKaA, — CIe-
J1ana BeIBOJ 3j1aTa 1mocie 6eryioro ocmotrpa. Ee majabiibl 1aCKOBO
npobexannuch MO TUCHEHUIO Ha 00J0XKe. — O4eHb Opuru-
HaJIbHBI OPHAMEHT, ceiiuac Takoi He BCTpeTUllb. ['ae Thl 3TO
B3su1a?

— Hy, ckaxeM Tak, Hallljla, — YKJIOHYMBO oTBeTHaa Kate-
puHa. — Tak, 3a4eM 3T0 Hy>KHO? DTO MOXXHO MpoJaTh MOA0PO-
xe?

371aTa HeollpeaelIeHHO ToxXana miedyaMu. K Tomy, uro mom-
pyra Bce TbITaeTcsl MpoaaTh MOA0OPOXKe, IEeBYIIKA yXKe MPUBBIK-
na. JleHer, KoTopble BecbMa HeOeaHbIe ponuTenn naBaiau Kare-
pUHE Ha KapMaHHBIE PacXoibl, 0OTeMHOI TYCOBIIMIIE HUKOTIA
He xBaTayio. XOTs ObI [IOTOMY, UTO OOJIBIIIYIO MX YaCTh OHA CITYC-
KaJla Ha CBOM COMHUTeJIbHBIe pa3BiieueHusi. Hy orkynma 3marto-
cllaBe 3HaTh, 3a4eM HyXHa 3Ta KHMXKa? B KoTopshlii pa3 yBe-
peHHOCTh KaTepuHbI B TOM, YTO MOApPYyra yMHa, KaK CyrepKoM-
MNbBIOTEP, ChIrpajia C HEH 3JIyI0 IIYTKY.

— IloHATUS HE MMEI0, — HEMHOIO Pe3KO OTBeTUJIa 3J1aTo-
cJlaBa, HO KHMXKEUKY Bce e He oTnaja. Eit kak pas moranoch Ha
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IJ1a3a HECKOJIBKO CJIOB, KOTOPhIE MOXHO OBLIO KOe-KaK MpPoYu-
Tath. YTO OHA He3aMeIJIUTENIbHO U caefaja: — Jlekera pariieHy
KOpaTLBbl.

Hanblie 06110 coBceM HepazbopuunBo. KaTepuHa B3siiach eit
IOMOTraTh:

— Cwmotpu, a MOXeT, 3T0? Bpoae moxoxke Ha ClI0BO...

— DT0 OOJbIlIE MOXO0XE Ha M300pakeHNWE MOTBHITH, — 3JI0
orpbi3HyJjach 3jata. Yero oHa TOYHO He J100MJIa, TaK 3TO KOraa
€1 Jie31y nomd pyky.

A Kot He yHuManack. bioHauHKa IomnbITajgach O0TOOpaTh
KHUTY Yy TIOAPYTY, Thlya MajiblieM B 3HAUKM, KOTOpbIE, MO €e
MHEHUIO, JOKHBI ObUIM MOMOYb B paciuudpoBke. 31aTa Xe
MbITaJach CIIACTU SIBHO PApPUTETHYIO KHIMKEUKY OT BMXpsI IO
nmenu Kat. Bo3Huki1a Heboblas repenaika.

ITpepekasich, 1eByLIKM He 0OpaTUJIM BHUMaHUS, YTO MO3aa1
HUX MaJIo-TIOMaJly CTaJio TOSIBISITbCS ajoe cBeueHue. OHU Tak-
2Ke€ He 3aMETWJIM U TOro, YTO CBeUYEHME IOAIIBIBAET K HUM BCE
omke u ommke. POBHO 1O TOro MOMeHTa, KOrjia 3TOT CBET ITO-
[JIOTWJT UX LEJTUKOM...



I'JIABA 1

[TepBoii mpunia B cedst 3natocnasa. Kak, Bripouem, u Bce-
raa. [eByiiika MpoOCcHYJIach OT X0JIoAa U OT YYBCTBa, YTO y Hee
3aTeKJIU Bce KOHEYHOCTU. [lepBoit MBICIbIO ObLIO, YTO, HaBep-
HOE, OMSITh OTOTUIEHUE BhIpyOMJIU. ITTOTOM MOy XOMOAHbBIN Be-
TEPOK, U OHAa CheXUJIaCh €llle CUJIbHEE, MbITAsICh CIPSITAThCS.
Ho 1yT oKoJ10 Hee pazfasics 3ByYHbI Xparl, KOTOPbIif OHA HU ¢
YbUM IPYTUM He nepernytaeT. Karepunal

3nara pe3ko oTKphbuIa ria3a. CoH Kak pykoiul cHsto. biauH,
Bo uto KaTbKka Mx Ha 3TOT pa3 BTsiHyJ1a?

HeByiiika cesia 1 ocMoTpesiach. Eciiv To, UTo oHa BUAUT Tepen
€000i1, — raJuTroLMHaLIMS, TO BeCbMa U BecbMa JocToBepHasi. [le-
BYILKM OKa3aJIMCh Ha TPYHTOBOW 1OPOTe, a BOKPYT HUX PACKUHY-
JIOCH TIOJIE. .. WUIM JIyT... WK OOT €To 3HaeT, YTo OHO Takoe. Ho Ha
HEM POCJI0O MHOTO BbICOKOI TpaBbl, B KOTOPOI SIPKUMU TIITHAMU
Opocanuch B TJa3za 1IBEThl BCEX BO3MOXHBIX OTTEHKOB. OnuH
TITIOC — TIPUSITHO T1axJ10, TIOX0Xe Ha OCBEXKUTENb Bo3myxa «JIyro-
BBIE TpaBbl». 371aTa OYATO OKa3ajach B IMCHEEBCKOM MYJIBTHKE.
TonbKO BMECTO TEHMSI TITULL — aO0COJIOTHO HEMEJOIUUYHOE YU-
PUKaHBE CO BCEX CTOPOH, YTPEHHEE COJHIIEC CJICMUT I1a3a, HO He
COTPEBAeT, a XOJIOAHbBIN BETEPOK IyJseT no cruHe. OmaHa U3 9TUX
TOJIOCHCTBIX TIEBUYEK Haraamia 3jaTe mpsaMo Ha Turedo. JleByIka
CKpPMBWJIaCh OT OTBpAILIEHUsI U, COPBAB KaKOW-TO JIOIMYX, pacTy-
LU pSIIOM, MPUHSLIACH CTUPATh 3TOT HEOXKUIAHHBIN TTOIAPOK C
HeOec. Kak pa3 B camblii pazrap 3TOro yBJIEKaTeJIbHOIO 3aHSITUS
3mata 60KOBBIM 3pEHHMEM YJIOBMJIA PSIOM ABMKeHHUe. OTJISTHYB-
LIKCh, AeBYIIIKA HUYETO He YBUJIea U BEPHYJIach K TPepBaHHOMY
saHsaThio. [IpaBaa, yxe cierka HacTopoxkeHHO. CTOWJIO CHOBa
MPUHSTHCS 3a IeN10, KaK IBMKEeHNE MOBTOpMIOoCh. OTOpOCHB Bce,
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3/1aTa NOBEPHYJIACH B TY CTOPOHY, TJI€ SIBHO TBOPUJIOCH HEJIAHOE,
U 3aMepJia, ¢ TI0J03PEeHUEM ocMaTpurBasi MeCTHOCTh. [Tomo3peHust
0Ka3aJMch He OECIOYBEHHBIMU: JIEBYIIIKA YBUIEIa-TaKi HACTO-
POXUBIIIEe OBMDKEHME. DTO IIphirajla OTpoMHasl cepasi xaba, Ko-
TOpasi LIBETOM IIPAKTUYECKU CJAMUBANACh C TbUILHOW JIOPOTOIi.
[ToackouuB Kak yXXajleHHasl M 3a0paB 0JlaruM MaToM, 3J1aTa JIUXO
MeperpbIrHyJia Yepes Xparsiiyto noapyry 1, mpsiyach 3a Hee, Kak
3a HaJIeXKHOE YKPBITHUE, MPUHSIACDH XAaTh, KOTIA YyJOBUILE UC-
YE3HET.

Ho cynnba elile He 3aKOHUYMJIA MPETOJAHOCUTH CIOPITPU3BI.
CneBa mociblliajioch HypiiaHue. XoTh U yKacHO 00sICh, UTO
TaM elle oJHa xkaba, 37aTa Bce Xe My>KeCTBEHHO MToOCMOTpeia B
Ty CTOPOHY, OlIyIlasi ce0sl TPy 3TOM T'epOrHEN BTOPOCOPTHOTO
yxactuka. OHa ceiluac MeJJIEHHO ITOBOpayMBaeTcsl, a TaM
Kakoe-HMOynp myrano, wimm ®pemmn Kprorep, wim 3TOT... B
Macke. He xBaraet Tonbko Karu, opyuieii noa yxom: «He Hyx-
Ho! He ornsiabiBaiics! Jloiblie XuTh Oyaelib...» Mep3Koro 3em-
HOBOJIHOTO TaM HE€ 0Ka3ajoCh. 3aTO CUje]l MaJeHbKUI cepblii
MYILIUCTBIA 3BEPEK, XPYMKAJI KAKOWM-TO CHEIbIO U CMOTpEJ Ha
JIEBYLIKY IByMSI TEMHBIMU OyCUHKAMU JIOOOTIBITHBIX IJ1a3.

INcuxuka y 3natbl Oblja 3aKajleHHas MHOTOJIETHE 1PYKOOoi
¢ Karepunoii. Yero ToJibk0O OHa He BUea 3a gojrue roasl! Om-
HaX[Ibl 1aXKe €J1a OTPOMHBIX KapEHbIX TApAKAaHOB — UX MO1aBa-
JIM KaK JIeJIMKarec, HO O TOM, YTO 9TO TapaKaHbl, I€BYIIKA Y3Ha-
J1a, TOJIbKO CheB HECKOJIbKO 1ITYK. Ho TepmeTh cocencTBo Kphic,
MBIILIEH 1 J0ObIX IPYTUX TPHI3YHOB Tak U He Hayuuaack. Hy He
MEePEeHOCHUT OHa nx!

3aopaB Kak Hefope3aHHasi, 371aTa BCKOUWIa U 0TOeXKaia Io-
panbiie. ITo 3akoHy MOMIOCTH, KaK pa3 B TOM MecTe, Kyla C
KpUKOM mojadexasa JAeBYyIlIKa, 110 KaKOi-TO CBOei HallOOHOCTU
B TpaBe cujejia MajieHbKasl ITUYKa. A KOMY MOHPABUTCS, €Cln
Ha Bac ¢ XYTKUM KPUKOM IOOEXHUT Kakasi-TO HeHOpMaJibHas1?
Bot 1 nTuuka cnacjiach 0€rcTBOM, MOIMYTHO A0 UKOThI UCITyTaB
Y TaK YyTh XKUBYIO OT CTpaxa 3JaTocjiaBy, 3aCTABUB HECUACTHYIO
¢ BoILjIeM y0exaThb B IPYTYIO CTOPOHY. A TaM Xaba, KoTopasl Bce
elle He ycKkakaja Mo CBOMM JejiaM, BUAMMO HacaaXaasiCh 9TUM
OecriaTHBIM LIMPKOM. B 00IieM, KTO €ro 3HaeT, CKOJIbKO Obl
9TO MPOJOJIKAIOCh, €CJIM ObI He IpocHy1achk KarepuHa.
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— Yero ThI opelb? — noxesaja noapyre 1ooporo yrpa Kar.

— Tam... Tam... TaM... — IpoxKallleid pyKoil TKHYyJIa IIepe Co-
0ot 3nara.

— Yrto? — He MoHsu1a crpocoHbs Kars.

— Hy... BoT! — 3narocnaBa naxe Habpajiach HEeBUIAHHOM

XpabpoCcTH M, MOAXBATHUB KAKYylO-TO IMaJKy, TKHYyJIa €0 B MOH-
cTpa.

Kaba orBetmya He3amemmuTeabHO. KBaknynma. 3mata Tak
HCITyrajach, YTo OECCUIbHON KyUyKOii yrnaia psaoM ¢ OAPYroi.
KaTtepuHa moHsiia, 4To eie HeMHOro — U Oenosiary To4HO Ha-
KpOET UCTepUKa.

— Tro, nonymaenb, xxaba! — doipkHyna KatepuHa u Horoi
oTdyTOOIMIIa cepoe 3eMHOBOIHOE Ky 1a MOoJabIIIe.

— Tam... TaM... O yxac! — 3naTa gaxe rpoMKO CcKa3aTb He
pemmiaack. ToJbKO TKHY/IA MO3aau cedsl yKa3aTeabHbIM Tajlb-
YUKOM.

— Oi1, MplIKa! — yMUWJIEHHO BCIUIecHyna pykamu Koart. —
Taxkas ouapoBamka!

— Kakasg oHa ovapoBalika, — MpolIunesaa noapyra, mpsi-
yach 3a €€ CIMHY. — Thl IOCMOTPU B 3THU TJ1a3a!l DTo X MOHCTP!
Kposassiit yousell! /la Tbl TOJIBKO TOCMOTPU — CITUT U BUJMT,
Kak OblI Meperpbi3Th HaM IJIOTKMU...

— Tio Ha TeOs1, — 3akatwia riasza KarepyHa. — Y MeHs B
JIETCTBEe Oblla TOoXoXasi, TOJAbKO jaomainHss. Kakasg u3 Hee
youiina? OHa Te0st OouTcst OOJIbIIIEe, YEM THI €€.

— Kars, ydbepu 3Ty TBapb OT MeHsI, MO-XOpolIeMy Tpoiny! —
npurposuia 3marocsaba.

— CkoJbKo pa3 s mpocusia Tedst HazbiBaTh MeHs1 KaT? — mo-
MBITaJIaCh CHOBA 3aTSHYTh CBOIO BOJIBIHKY KaTepuHa.

Ho moapyra He mama eif mOroBOpUThb, COPBaBIIMCH Ha Oa-
HaJIbHbIN KEHCKUI BUBT:

— Kartpka!!!

Bosbliie genath HUYEro He MoHanobuaock. [loneska, BUAM-
MO HCITyTaBILIMCh 32 CBOM OapabaHHbIE IEPEIIOHKU, OpocuIach
HayTeK.

— Hy BoT, — Heogo0puTesIbHO TTOKKMBaja rojgoBoii Katepu-
Ha. — Twl OemHyl0 3BepylIKy OO0 MKOThI Hamyrajga. TebGe He
CTBIIHO?
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31aTociaBa ycTaBuiaach Ha MOAPYTY IIOKUPOBAHHBIM B3IJIS -
oM. DTo eii 1oKHO ObITh cThimHO? Cepbe3Ho? KaTtepuHa, 1mmo-
Ka Tojipyra npeobiBaja B IIIOKOBOM COCTOSIHUU, AEJIOBUTO BCTa-
Jia U OTJIsIAes1ach.

— Hy u ckaxu Ha MMJIOCTb, — TIOTSIHYBIIMCh, CIIPOCHUIA
OHa, — TIe MbI?

IIpu stom KaT TpebGoBaTeIbHO yCTaBMJACh Ha CBOIO cllie
0osibliIe 00aIEBIIYIO OT TAKOM ITOCTAHOBKM BOIIPOCA MOAPYTY.

— OTKyna MHe 3HaTh? — pacTepsHHO 3axJIoIajia peCHMIIA-
MU HecyacTHasl.

— A xTo nojkeH 3Hath? — Bompoc ckopee puropuue-
ckuii. — 4, uro nu?

3yata ycTaBuiIach Ha MOPYTY, HE BEPsl COOCTBEHHBIM YILIaM.
XoT4... moyeMy 9T0 He Bepsi? OueHb gaxe Beps. I1o x Kartbka!
Omna B m000ii cuTyanuu HaiiaeT BuHoBaToro. [Ipuyem aTum BU-
HOBATbIM OyJeT KTO YTOAHO, TOJIbKO He oHa. M yMo3akitoueHust
JleJIaTuch Ha OCHOBE XXeJIe3HOM JIOTuKU: «M3 Hac JBOUX KTO-TO
Mo-J11000My BUHOBAT. I BUHOBATOM OBITH HE MOTY, TOTOMY YTO
s1 HE MOTy OBbITb BMHOBAaTOI. 3HAUYMT, BUHOBAT/BUHOBATa THI.
Jloruka, mpoTuB Hee He mompelnb!» [lepeTh MPOTUB TaKoIi JIO-
MKW JeHCTBUTEIBLHO ObLIO TPYAHOBATO, TaK YTO 3J1aTa yTPIOMO
YTKHYJIaCh B3IJISIZIOM B TIBUIBHYIO JOPOTY, OXKIAasl PacIsTUs Ha
kpecte. K HEMajloMy yIMBI€HUIO, paclipaBbl HE MOCJIEI0BAJIO.

— Ox, rope Thl Moe JiykoBoe. — Ilompyra cpa3sy mepelnia K
TOW 4yacTu, rae 3jata nosHas 6ecrojoub U KatepuHa MUIOCTH -
BO ee 3a 2To npoiaer. — Hy u uro MHe ¢ To06oi1 aenars? Eciau
Obl HE 51, ThI YK€ TaBHbIM-JaBHO Tporayia 0bl. BeyHo BIiyTaelb-
Cs1 BO UTO-HUOYIb, @ MHE TeOsI BHITACKUBAIA. ..

N nonecnack. I'opaocts TpeboBaia OT 371aTOCAaBbI XOTS Obl
orpbi3HyThbCsl! OTBIT MOJACKA3bIBAJ, YTO JyYIlle MOKOPHO IPO-
MojyaTh. Orpeizatbesi — cebe nopoxke. [Tponuibiii pas, Korna
OHa, TTOABBINMUBIIIAS, TO3BOJIMJIA CEOE TaKylo BOJbHOCTh, KaTe-
pUHa I0rOBOPUIIACH JI0 TOTO, UTO 3J1aTa Obljla BAHOBATa B Hallle-
CTBUM TaTapoO-MOHTOJIbCKOro ura Ha Pycb. I camoe obuiHoe,
YTO yMHasi 1 0Opa3oBaHHas 10Yb JIBYX MEAaroroB, Kotopas mno
KparHel Mepe XOThb 3HAET, YTO TAKOE TATAPO-MOHTIOJIbCKOE UTO,
HE CMOoTJIa J0Ka3aTh CBOIO MTPaBOTY.

BoT Takas oHa, mpaBaa KU3HU.

13



IToka 3yara yrproMo mpenaBajiach BocrioMuHaHusaM, Karte-
pUHaA Kak-TO He3aMeTHO 3aKOHYMJIa CBOIO KpaifHe IOo3HaBa-
TeJIbHYIO JIEKIIUIO Ha TeMy: «BOT ckaxu-Ka MHe, Muiasl oapy-
ra, He TpyaHO TeOe ObITh TakKoil OecTokoBoi? U Kak Tebe 1mo-
BE3JIO, UTO y TeOsl ecThb Takas 3amMeuarteinbHas s!» Buaumo, B
9TOT pa3 Kot npouna cokpaiieHHbI BapuaHT. U Tenepsb 3anaiia
BeCbMa aKTyaJIbHbII B 3TOM CUTyallMX BOIPOC:

— Coayuaii, 3maTka, Kya Hac BOOOIIE YepTU 3aHECIN 1 KaK
HaM OTcloia BEIOUpaThCsi?

3naTa 3aaymaiach. Bormpoc Ha IIeCThAeCsIT YeThIpe ThICSUH,
MO-APYroMy He CKaXelllb.

— YTo nmocneaHee Thl IOMHUIIB? — CIPOCUIIA OHA ITOJPYTY.
Ipesxme Bcero Hy>KHO MOHSTH, KaK OHU TYT OKazainch. [Torom
CTaHET MOHSATHEW U Iie, U 3aUeM.

— Hy, 9To TBI YMTaa KaKy10-To abpakanadpy B KHIKKE... —
pactepsiHHO npomsiminia Kar.

[TocnenHee BocmoMuHaHue 3J1aThl ObUTIO MPUOIM3UTEIBHO
TaKuM Xe. A 9TO 3HAYUT...

— 4 3Ha10! — OTHOBPEMEHHO BBINTAJIMIN 00€ TTOAPYIH.

37aTa oTBeJia IJla3a, YTOObI MOApPYra He 3aMeTWIa B HUX YT-
promocTh. Kak nHOTIa He BOBpeMs TTocernaioT Katio o3apeHmusI.

— MN? — cnipocuiia oHa HEMHOI'O OOPEeUYEHHO.

— Hy, Tak He nHTepecHO, — HauaJia JjoMaThcsl Karepuna. —
HaBaii BMmecTe!

— [aBaii, — He cTajia cropuTh 3J1aTa.

KaTepuHa ax 3ampsiraia oT pagocTu. 31aTrocaaBa JUIb ro-
JIOBO# mmokayvaja. MoKHO moayMaTh, 4TO €CJIM ObI OHA C KaKOro-
TO IIepemyry BAPYT cKa3ajia Obl HeT, TO KT 3T0 ocTaHOBMIIO OFI.

— JlaBaii Ha pa3-aBa-Tpu! — azapTHO Ipenaoxuiaa Kars.

ITogpyra kuBHYy7a B 3HaK corjacus. KatepuHa majga oTcuer,
Y OHM Pa30M BBIMAIWIU KaxXKaasi CBOIO BEPCHUIO.

— Hac BeIpyOWIN 1 yBe3/IM 3a TOPO[I, YTOOBI 3a0paTh KHUTY!

— C nMoMo1pl0 KHUTU MBI MOMNaau B Ipyroit mup!

[TonHbIi ab3arr!

31aTociaBa MomneiTalach Bpa3yMUTh MOAPYTY TaK TAKTUYHO,
KaK TOJIbKO yMmeJa:

— Karg, onomHucek. Tak Tonbko B (dujabmax ObIBaeT U B
KHITKKaX. DTO BCe MPOCTO UbsI-TO IJIYTIAs IIyTKA. A ThI TOBEpUIA.
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— Ho Beap Bce coBmamaeT! — He caaBanach KaT co ¢cBOMCT-
BEHHBIM €1 OCJIMHBIM YIIPSIMCTBOM.

— Yro coBnagaeT? — 3yaTa Obu1a HeyMoanuMa. — MBI BBIpY-
OuICh OJHOBpPeMEHHO. [IpOCHYIMCH B KAKOM-TO 3aHIOXaHHOM
roJie, B KOTOPOM MOJIHO BCSIKOM xkuBHOCTU. Hamg Hamu u6o pe-
LI IOUTYTUTH TBOM «OOTreMHBIN KIIyO» ...

— TycoBka, — mornpaBuja ee 00MXKeHHBIM ToHOM KaT. OHa
Bcerga oOm:kajiach, KOraa eil Ha ImajbliaXx OOBSICHSIUIM, YTO OHa
He Mpasa.

— Yt0? — Ha aBTOMATe IlepecIipocuia 3jaTa.

— Mou apy3bst — 310 6GoreMHast TycoBKa! Thl 1axe 3TOro 3a-
IMIOMHUTb HE MOXEIIIb.

Kot Obu1a cama ockopOsieHHas1 100poaeTelb, HO TOApYyre
OBIJIO Ha BTO IUIeBaTh. 3JaTa MPEeKpacHO MOHMUMAaJa, YTO €CJIU
ceifiyac XeCTKO He pacCTaBUTh BCe TOUKU HAM «i», TO TTOApPYyTa
TaKk M OyIeT BOCIIPMHUMATh BCE MPOUCXOAsIIee KaK MYJIbTHK,
Kak paspiedyeHue. O Tom, uro Kot Bce BOKPYr BOCOPUHUMAET
cJIerka... OTpelIeHHBIM OT PeaJibHOCTH B3IJISIIOM, 3HAJIU BCE.

— Karg, — cHoBa mornbITanach ChIrpaTh poJib TOJI0Ca padyMa
3nata. Ho kyna tam!

— 3oBu MeHs Koat! — 350 npunievarana Karepuna. — Thor
Jlaxke 3To 3alIOMHUTh He Moxelllb? Mu Tebe morpocty Bce paB-
Ho? Koneuno! Kakoe zejto Takoit yMHUIIE 1O TIPOOJIEM U Mepe-
KUBAHUM JIydIneid Moapyru. MBI Bcerga OAymMaeM U TOBOPUM
TOJIBKO O TeOe...

— Kor...

— 3amomyu! Yro, mpaBna mia3za Kojier? Thl Bcerna MHE pOT
3aThIKaeIllb!

— Karepuna! — ¥ 3marocinaBbel jionHyno TeprneHue. OHU
OJIHU, TIOCPEAN TI0JIsI, HEM3BECTHO T, HEM3BECTHO KaK JajeKo
OT JIoMa, HEIOHSITHO KakK 3/IeCh 0Ka3aluCh, 0e3 ellbl U BOJbI.
M BMecTO TOTO, 4TOOBI UCTEPUTH, UM HYKHO MOAYMATh O TOM,
KaK OTCIO/Ia BBIOpAThCS, W JNOUTU OO0 LUBUIM3ALIMU, IOKA TeE,
KTO MPUBE3 UX Cl0Ja, HE BEPHYJICh.

B xou-To Beku oHa Tociymianachk. HamyBIIMCh KaK MbIIIb
Ha Kpyny, KarepuHa oTBepHyJiach OT ITOAPYTU, BCEM CBOUM BU-
JIOM J1aBasi IOHSTh, UYTO OOUIEIACh HACMEPTb.
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37aTociiaBa co 3JI0CThIO CXKajla KyJaKyd U MBICJIEHHO COCUM-
Tajla OO OECSITU, YTOOBl YCIIOKOUTHCS. XapaKTep CBOEH camo-
MPOBO3IJIAIIEHHOU JIy4IIeld TTOAPYTY OHA XOPOIIEHbKO BbIyUM-
na. KarepuHa obuaenach Ha BeCh CBET M Terepb HA3JI0 BCEM C
MecTa He CABMHETCS, AaxKe eCIM Ha Hee OyAeT HECTUCh CTaao
pa3bsipeHHBIX OBIKOB. [Ipumercs 3aiiTl ¢ IPyroii CTOPOHHI.

— Karepuna, HaM HY>KHO HaliTH JIIOeW U y3HATh, Kyaa Hac
3aHecs0. A TaM yxXXe HauHeM JIeiicTBoBaTh 1o ooctaHoBKe. Kak
TBI AYMaelllb, YTO HaM JaJIbllle AeJ1aTh?

[TocneaHuit Bompoc ObLI, KOHEYHO, BOEHHON XUTPOCTHIO.
KarepuHa, ecTecTBEeHHO, ceiiyac MPEeIIoXXKUT KaKoi-To Oper,
BpPOJIe IMTOCUIETh HAa MECTE U IIOA0XKAaTh, IOKA MX CIIaceT MPUHII
Ha 06eJIOM KOHE.

— JIn4HO g cyuTalo, 4YTo HY>KHO OCTaTbCsI U Mook aaTh. Hac
IOJKHBI CKOpo crnacTtu. Kakoit-HuOyab MECTHBIM MPUHL WIN
pblllapb, — KakK Obl HexoTs Bblnajsa KaT, Bce ellie He moBopavu-
BasiCh.

Bort! 3n1ara He ynepxanach OT TOpXKeCTBYIOIIel yabIoku. Te-
Mnepb MOXKHO cJierka MOAKOPPEKTUPOBATh UL U HAaPaBUTh B
HyHoe pycio. HyxxHoe 3naTe.

— Ko1, — cnpsraB yiabIOKy, 3aroBopujia OHa, — ThI IIpaBa.
Hac xoHeuHo ke cracyr...

— KoHeuHo! — ¢ xkapoM IpuHsIach JOKa3bIBaTh CBOIO TOU-
Ky 3peHus Katsa. — D10 Benb Kakoe-To noJje. KTo-T1o ero Bo3mie-
JIaJI ¥ yXaXXWBaJl 32 HUM, 4TOOBI BCce 3TO BhIpoCio. [To-mo0omy
OHU OyAyT ero nepuonnyecku rnposepsite! HaTkHyTCS HA HaC 1
OTBEIYT K MECTHOMY KOPOJIIO. A TaM yXe JIeJI0 TeXHUKMU.

— Kakoit texunku? — IlpusHarbcs, ciayirana 31aTa BIOI-
yXa, HO Ha IMOCJeIHEM CJIOBE OXXUBUIACH.

— BmoOuth B cebs ImpuHIIA 1 KEHUTh €ro Ha cebe, — Kak
HeuTo caMo coboii pazymMeroleecsi, oTBeTua eit Kar.

3J1aTa rogaBWiIa CTOH OTYasiHMSI, pBYILIMICS HapyxXy. M Kak
MOXKHO 00J1€€ pOBHBIM I'OJIOCOM IIPUHSIIACH BPa3yMJISITh IIOAPYTY:

— [a, HO KTO 3HaeT, Koraa 3To npousoiiaer? JleHb, ABa, He-
JIeJIs... TIPeACTaBb, YTO C HAMU OYIET, eCJIM HEJEeI10 HE MBITh I'O-
JIOBY, HE YMCTUTD 3yOBHl...

3mara ykpaakoi opocmiia B3misin Ha Karro. JIuio y Toii He-
MHOTO BBITSHYJIOCh, U HAa HEM 3acTbLIO BbIpaxkeHUE yxaca, a
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rjaza 3aberaav, BbIIaBas TOJHYIO PACTEPSTHHOCTb XO3SWKU.
3marociaBa permia 3aKperTh YCIIeX:

— He roBopst yXe 0 TOM, YTO HaMm TIpUAETCS HEAeNTI0 He
MBITECS... THI TIpeacTaBIsgenb, B KAKOM B HAC HAIyT, KOrma
MPUIYT crlacaThb?

Karepuna nipencraBuia. Briewatmunace. M mpuHsiia perire-
Hue:

— Bamum orcroma Ha ¢dur! CnaceHne yTomamlInxX — Ie0
PYK caMUX yTonaroux!

W, noBepHyBIIKCH, TOTOMAjA MO A0POTe.

ITogaBuB TpuyMdanbHylO0 yJIbIOKY, 371aTa IIOILLIA CJICIOM.
Memblile Bcero ee ceiluac BOJIHOBAI UX BHEUIHUI BUI WU TO,
KaK OHM OyIyT BBIMJISIIETh Yyepe3 Heaelto. M yK TouHo ee He 3a-
0oTHJI MUGUYECKUI TIPUHIL, OOSI3aHHBIM BCTPETUTh MX U CHa-
ctu. Ee MpIcim 3aHMMano OTCYTCTBME €Ibl U BOIABI M XOThb
KaKMX-TO OPUEHTUPOB, YTOOKI BEIOPATHCSI U3 3TOM 3a0BITOI 00-
TOM IJIYIIH.

Tyt eit B royioBy npuiiia Mbic/ib. OHa OBICTPEHBKO MOIIAPU -
Jla o KapMaHaM U — O 4yyJ0! — Haluia TaM MoOwWJIbHBINA. [pe-
WCTOJHEeHHAsT HAleXXIbl, AEBYIIKA OTKPbLIa CBOIO «pacKIaayl-
Ky». Ee mocruriio pasovyapoBanue. Hu omgHoii mamouku. OHu
MOJIHOCTBIO OTPEe3aHbl OT MUPa U Ha TTOMOIb PACCUUTHIBATH HE
npuxonuTcsi. TsoKesno B3I0XHYB, 3jaTa ObICTPEHBKO JOTrHaja
001po 1IAramIlyIo Brepea MoaApyry U, TPUHOPOBUBIIUCH K €
1Iary, Imorornajia B HeM3BeCTHOE OyayIee.

Ecnu 661 oHa TOIBKO 3HaJIA, YTO €€ TaM KAET, B 3TOM HEeu3-
BECTHOM OYAYILEM...

Hopora okazanack... 10Jroii. 31arociaBa MpUBBIKJIA YTPOM
XOJUTh MELIKOM Ha yueOy. J1a 1 BO3BpalllaThCsl U3 YHUBEPCUTETA
cTapayiach CBOMM XOAOM. DTO ITOMOTAJIO PacClIabUThCS U IIPO-
BETPUTH T'OJIOBY TOC/IE HAMPSIKEHHOTo yueOHoro aHs. O0bIYHO
Ha Bce PO BCe YXOAUI0 MUHYT copok. Ho mpeonoeTs paccTosi-
HUE OT IoMa J0 YHUBEPCUTETA 10 ac(abTUPOBAHHBIM YIULIAM,
B KPOCCOBKAX U CJIylIast TI00MMYIO0 My3BIKY HE COBCEM TO 3Ke Ca-
MOE€, UTO UATU T10 TPYHTOBOM 0pore B MSITKMX KOMHATHBIX Ta-
MoYKax, TO eCTb MPpakKTUUEeCKU OocuKoM. M aelb u 4yBCTByellIb
KaXKIbIi KaMellleK. YI0BOJLCTBUE IIsT M30paHHBIX. [IpocTomy
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CMEPTHOMY €ro He MOHsTh. ONTh Xe, KOrja UIEIIb [0 TOPOIY,
00CTaHOBKa BOKPYT MOCTOSIHHO MEHSIETCS. A TyT KaXeTcsl, 4To
TOIMUElIbCcsl Ha OMHOM MecTe. Unellib-uneliib, a OKpecT TOJIbKO
noJje aa nosie. OnHooOpa3ue mnei3axa 3HTy3Ma3Ma He pudaB-
JIs10. 371aTe Beeraa ObuIo Jierye WATH, 3Has KOHEYHYIO LEb.
Kak TyT MOXHO UTO-TO 3HaTh, €CJM Jaxe He TTOHSITHO, Kyla UX
HeJierkasl 3aHecJia M BOOOILIEe B Ty JIM CTOPOHY OHU IBUTAIOTCSI?

A BMECTO MY3bIKU ITOCTOSIHHOE HBIThe KaTrepuHbi, 00yTOM,
Kak Bceraa, B 1100MMble O0OCOHOXKMW Ha BHYLIUTEIbHbIX Wb~
kax. [Tpuxoaunoch aenarb nepepbiB KaxXable 1eCSITh MUHYT, €C-
JIM He yanie. 3/1aTa y>ke roToBa Oblia TOMEHSThCS ¢ Helt 00YBbIO,
JIMIIb ObI OHA 3aTKHYJIachk. Ho y Hee TpuaLaTh 1IeCcTol pa3Mmep, a
y Kot tpuauars nessitbiii. [loaTOMYy NPUIIIOCH CTUCHYTH 3yObI U
teprnetb. Cyasi o BceMy — ITyTh MTPEACTOSIT HEOJU3KUA.

Bckope Bo3HMKIIA ele ogHa mpobiiemMa. Y>KaCHO XOTEJI0Ch
€CTh U MUTh. 3/1aTa, BO3MOXKHO, U ITOTepIieaa Obl, eCJI ObI He
€XEMUHYTHbIE MYYEHUYECKHE B3IOXM U HEMPEPbIBHOE HBIThE
Kor:

— Kak s xouy nuts... S ceituac mompy ¢ rojaony...

OT NOCTOSIHHOTO HATOMUHAHMS 3J1aTa U cama MOYyBCTBOBA-
Ja xaxay. Ho roe Tyt B3siTh el U Boabl? OHa X He Korep-
¢uaba HAKOII0BaTh BCe U3 Bo3ayxa!

Kornma neByiiku caenaiu ouepeaHol mpuBa, 3jatocjaBa
Mpu3aayManach.

— I'ne Tl BuTaelb? — BbIBEJ €€ U3 pa3lyMUid XOPOIIUA ThI-
YOK Moji pedpa OT MOAPYTH.

— 4 mpocTo pa3MBbIILISI0. YTPOM ObLIO XOJOMTHO, MBI 3a-
Mep3iu. Ho ceituac ctaHOBUTCS Bee Xapue U xkapue. A aymato,
YTO K MOJIAHIO OYAEeT CTaHEeT HeBBIHOCUMO XapKo. OCOOEHHO B
OTKpPBITOM Tosie. Kpome Toro, BpsiJ Jiu Mbl HAlEM 3[€Ch €Ay 1
BOIy, — MOJEJUIACh C HEli CBOMMU COOOpaKeHUsIMU 3J1aTta.

— WM 4ro THI Npeajaraeib? — CKIOHMIIA roioBy Habok Ka-
TEepUHA.

— Buauiib, ciieBa oT Hac 4To-To TeMHoe? — JIJIst HarJIsIIHO-
CTU OHa ykaszana naibueMm. — [ymato, 310 sec. Ilpemnaraio
CBEPHYTH Ty/a.

— 3ayeM HaM Jie3Thb B 3TU 1e0pu? — Ope3rJIMBO HAMOPIIKIIA
Hocuk Kor.
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C 5tlecoM oHa ObUIa 3HaKOMa He moHacJblke. Korma-to ux
OoremMHasl TyCOBKa pelllija, YTO OHU XUIITN U CMOTYT IPOXUTh
0e3 OJ1ar IMBUJIM3ALIMK B Jiecy. 37aTe 0COOEHHO HE MOBE3JI0 — Y
Hee ObLIY JIETHUE KAaHUKYJIbI, U OHA HE CMOTJIa OT 3TOTO OTBEP-
TeThes. IlepBrIii JeHb ObUTO Xopoino. Her, naxke 3ameyaTesbHO.
Iamneiky, Temas majaTka ¢ MOCKUTHOM CETKOI, MECHU IO
rutapy y koctpa. Ha BTopoii neHp nomen noxab. M xunmnu BbI-
SICHWIM, YTO TaJlaTKX HEe CTOUT CTaBUTh MOJ TOPOIA, €CIU HE XO-
Yyelllb, YTOObI TeOS 3aTOIMII0. Jla M KocTep, YTOOBI COIpeThCs, U3
CBIPBIX IPOB Pa3BOAUTD TPYAHO. A ellle HACTOSIIUM OTKPBITUEM
CTajio TO, YTO MSICO Ha Mpupoje 6e3 XOJOoANIbHUKA MOXET UC-
MOPTUTHCSI.

Bce ObL10 OBI XOpOIIO, €civ Obl MPOMOKIIAsl, 3amMep3Ilasi,
roJlojiHasi KOMIMaHMs cpa3y IJIIOHYJIa Ha BCe M BEPHYJIach B rO-
poa. Ho oHu mocoBelmanych U cHavaia MpUHSIIA pellieHue uc-
KaTh rpuObl wisl nponutaHus. Ilociae 3ameuaHust 3yaThbl, 4TO
rpuObI HY>XKHO cOOMpaTh OCEHbIO, a ceiiuac, ciaBa OOry, UIOJb,
KOMMaHMsI 3alymaia MooXoTUThcs. 3Haja Obl 3y1aTocaaBa, yeM
9TO 3aKOHYUTCS, — HE cTaja Obl MEIIaTh UM, MYCTh ObI UCKAIU
rpu0bI 10 ntocuHeHus. IIycTh gaxe MyxoMopaMu Obl OObEIUCH.
Bcsixo 6b110 OBI Ty4IIIe.

3aKOHUMJIACH OXOTa, Ja U COOCTBEHHO XKW3Hb XUIIIU TEM,
YTO OAMH NapeHb MPOTKHYJ APYTOMY HOTY KOJIBILIKOM, U BCEM
YEeCTHOM KOMITAaHMH IIPUIILIOCH TAllUTh PAaHEHOTO IO JieCcy OO0
Omkaiiiieit anektpuuyku. Hy u Bce cBou Belnu 3aoqHo. U BOT
YTO CTPAaHHO — KOIJa IIUIM Ty[da, Belleld ObLIO Jaxke MEHbIIIE,
YyeM KOorja Bo3BpalllaJIiCh Ha3al.

Torma Kot Bojeli-HeBosielt MPUIILIOCH MPU3HATh, YTO DKC-
MEPUMEHT ObLI MpOBaJbHBIM. JleBylllKa JIOTOW HEHABUCTHIO
BO3HEHaBHJEa JIeC U BCce ¢ HUM cBsizaHHoe. U ceiiuac He rope-
Jia XeJlaHWeM Tyaa UATH.

— Tawm Oyner npoxiagHee. Kpome Toro, Mbl MOXKeM MOIPO-
0oBaThb HAWTW TaM KaKOW-HUOYIb pydyeeK, — oObscHMIA 37a-
Tta. — Wnu nouinem 4to-HUOYIb U3 €bI.

— Tbl 4TO, HajgeelbCcsl HATU ramMOyprep Ha ayoe? — Ha-
cMmennBo peipkHyna KaT.

— Her, HO 1 HazeCh HANTU KaKy-HUOYIb SI0JJOHBKY WUJIH,
MOXET, 3eMJISIHUKY, — IIPOMTHOPUPOBaJia e TOH 3j1aTa U, B3SIB
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MOJPYTY 3a PYKY, TTOTallliIa B CTOPOHY Jieca, Kak Ha Oykcupe. —
IToiigem, IMOKa He CTajIo COBCEM XKapKo.

KatepuHa 3axHbIKasa U1 0COO0Oro 3HTy3Ma3Ma He TMPOosIBUIIA,
HO ITOKOPHO TIOIILJIA CIEIOM.

Jlec 6pU1 HAMHOTO Jaiblle, YeM M3HAYaIbHO Ka3ajoch. He-
CKOJIbKO pa3 JeBYIIKU aenanu npusaji. [ToTom Hauanach momy-
JIeHHas Xapa, 1 UATU CTaJI0 HAMHOTO TpyaHee. OUeHb XOTeJI0Ch
nuth. KaTepuHa He 3a0biBajia 00 3ToM HanmomuHaTh. Ho 3nara
He cuibHO 3unack. [Tpocto Kot HakaHyHe XOpOIIIEHBKO Tyb-
HyJIa, W Telepb Oemosare IeiCTBUTEIBHO XOTEI0Ch MUTh CUTb-
Hee. Jla u Xanb ee. D10 37aTa KaxKaoe yTpo IElIKoM Ha yueOy
XoJuja M Ternepb Oojiee WM MeHee HOPMaJbHO C JIOpPOroit
cnpasisiiack. A BOT KAT mpuBbIKJIa WU TAKCU BbI3bIBATh, UJIU C
JIPY3bsIMUA Ha JOPOTUX Tauykax e3auThb. OHa, OeTHSIKKa, yXe U
00COHOXKU CHslia, bocukoMm uaet. Ho Tonky-To...

K TomMy MOMeHTy, Kak AeBYLIKM A0OpaMCh-TaKu 10 Jieca,
CWJI XBaTWJIO JOMTU 10 OJIMXKAMIIero TeHeYkKa M 00eCCUIEHHO
PYXHYTH B TpaBy. O0e MyTelIeCTBEHHULILI TAK YCTAJIA, YTO YCHY-
JIN, HaBepHOe, paHbllle, YeM rojioBa KocHyaach 3emiau. U npo-
CHYJIMCh TOT/A, KOT/IA COJTHIIE YK€ KJIOHUIIOCh K TOPU3OHTY.

XoTenoch MuTh. XOTEI0Ch €CTh. Telo HbUIO OT CHa B He-
ynoOHOM mosioxkeHur. Horu mociie qoaroil meiieir mporyyiku
bousienn U ciierka apoxanu. CIIOBHO I€BYIIKY He MEIIKOM IIUTH,
a KaK MUHUMYM IT1apy KAJIOMETPOB IIpoOexaln. A XyXe BCETO,
YTO HAYMHAJIO TEMHETD.

— Xouy nuth, — o0bsBuaIa KaT, oTUuasiHHO 3eBasi.

— 4 toxe. — 3nata 3eBHyJa Bcien 3a nmoapyroit. — Ho yxe
TEMHEET, BPSIL JIM Mbl CMOXEM ceifuac yTo-To HailTu. K Tomy xe
OPOIUTH HOUBIO B JieCy OIMacHoO. Beskoe MOKeT CITydnThCst!

— Yo, Hanpumep?

M-na-a! Boripoc, 4To Ha3bIBaeTCsl, MOCTaBUJI JIEBYIIKY B Ty-
muk. [loka 3nata mbITajack MpUAyMaTh, YTO OTBETUTh, Kot
MMOJHSIJIACh Ha HOTY U TIOLLJIA B TJIyOb Jieca.

— Di1, mogoxnu! — 31aTa, KpsIXTS, BCTaaa, MpaBaa, cCieaoM
3a TIOIpYyroil MATH He pelmiaacbk. — Tyma Heab3s! Karbkal
B cmpicne, KaT... B emBIcne, cToii!

Ho xyna tam! KatepuHa mnepia yepes 4ally ¢ HallopoM TaH-
Ka ¥ NPpUOIU3UTEIBHO TaK € IIYMHO, TTOJTHOCTbIO UTHOPUPYS
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roJIOC pa3yMa B JIMIlIe MOAPYIU. 3j1aTa elle HEMHOIro IOTOoMNTa-
JIaCh Ha MeCTe, a II0TOM, PYrasich Kak MaTpoc, II0IILIA 3a IOAPY-
roii. Bo-mepBbIX, Helab3sT ee omHY Opocarth. IIpomameT Benb.
A BO-BTOPBIX, CTPAIITHO OCTaBaThCs 37Aech oaHo. Houp, Jsec...
BCSIKOE MOXKET CIIYYUThCSI.

M cayaunock... utob ero!!!

3nara Opea 3a MOApPYroii, OpueHTUPYSICh Ha 3BYK. Katepn-
Ha He TOJIbKO HUKOIa HE CJIbIIIajia PO MAaCKMUPOBKY, HO U BET-
KM He TIpUaepKuBaia U KycTbl He ooxoauia. Kpome Toro, 31a-
TOCJIaBa HMKAK HE MOIJIAa IIPUBBIKHYTH K TOMY, YTO BOKPYT BCE
JKMBET M 1eBeJUTCs. B KaxmoM 3ByKe, B KaXJIOM clayyaliHOM
JIYHOBEHUHM BETpa, IIEBEJISIILEM JIUCTBY, €1 CABIIIAIUCH XUIITHU-
KM, OXOTslIrecs Ha HuX. [1oaToMy neBylliKa meTisiia, Kak Ibs-
HBIH 3as111. A 13-3a HEOOIbIINX TY4YeK, IIepuoanIecK Haberao-
IIMX Ha JIYHY, BpeMsI OT BpeMEHM BOKPYT Bollapsiach KpOMeIll-
Hasl ThMa, U €1 BoJIeli-HEeBOJIEH MIPUXOAMUIOCH OCTAaHABINBATHCS
U KIaTh, ITIOKA CTAHET CBETJIEE.

B kakoii-To MOMEHT 3j1aTa 0CO3HaJIa, YTO BCE BOKPYT CTUXJIO.
Hesy1iika ornsiaenach. Heyxenu oHa norepsiiacsk? Mnu Karepu-
Ha OpocuJia ee HOYblo onHY B Jiecy? Kak 3To Morio mpousoiTu?

37ara ceJia ¥ 3aruiakaia.

CrycTsl Kakoe-TO BpeMsl ciie3bl Uccskiau. Ocranach TOIbKO
ycTajaocThb. [eBylliKa BbITSHYJIACch Ha 3emie. IIpuaTHbIil 3amax
JIECHBIX TpaB ILIEKOTaJl HO3ApU. 3eMJIs IoKa ellle ObLia OYeHb
terutoid. Tsixenblii coH cMopual 3narociaBy. MHoraa takoe 3a-
OBIThE — 3TO BCE, UTO OCTAETCSI.

CTtpaHHOMY MecTy cTpaHHbIe cHbl. CHunach eii KatepuHa.
IToapyra Bapyr yMeHbllWjaach U pazaBouaach. [ToTom cHoBa
pasnBounachk. [lorom cHOBa, 1 cHOBa, U cHoBa. M Bce 3Tn Ma-
JIeHbKue O0e3yMHble KaT mpunsiiuch Oerath 1mo Heii. CHavaja
OBbLJTO 1IEKOTHO. IToTOM CTajlo HEeMHOIo OOJBHO, KOTJa OHU Ha-
yajau Kycatbcsl. [ToToM Bce BOKPYT CTajlo IpbIraTh, a IOApyra u
BOBCE CTaJla OpaTh:

— IIpocHucs! IlpocHuUCk, 51 Tede roBopio!

Hexotst 3narocnaBa Bce e mpocHyjaach. M oco3Hana, uro
Karepuna He cautcs. Iloapyra cuauT psiaoM 1 OyIuT ee.

— A... uto... — CnpoCOHKY JeByIlIKa He cpa3y cooOpa3uia,
i€ >K€ OHA HAaXOAUTCS U UTO, COOCTBEHHO, IIPOUCXOIMT.
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— IIpocHucek, rosopio, aypexa! — KoT 00JbHO YIIMITHYJIA
37aTy, ¥ COH KaK PYKOW CHsUIO. BBICTPO BCIIOMHUJIOCH U TIIE
OHa, M KaK TyT oka3ajach. — Haiina rae cnats!

— I'me xouy, TaM u cruno! — OTpBI3HYyJNach 3jaTOcCjaBa,
CUJIBHO 3ajieTasi TOHOM MOPYTH.

— Ho He B mypaBeiiHuke xe!

3J1aTa mocMoTpesia Ha ceOs. B cBeTe moJiHOM JIYHBI OBLIO OT-
YeTJIMBO BUIIHO, KaK MO HoraM Ipobexanachk Oykaiika. A cie-
oM BTopas. JleBylika moanpbirHyJjia Kak yxajaeHHas. XOTs Io-
yeMy yxajieHHas? [TokycaHHas. MypaBbsiMU.

BckouuB Ha Horu, 3jaTociaBa UCHOJHUIA 3aKUTAaTEIbHYIO
IUISICKY, KOTOpasl HayaJla IJIaBHO IepeXoauTh B cTpunTtui. OHa
cHsta ¢ cebst (pyTOOJIKY M coOpajlach CHUMAaTh OIOCTrajbTep,
korga Kat ee ocraHoBMIIA:

— Yro THI fenacuib, 3naTtka? MBI TYT HE OJHMU...

CekyHHas TUILIMHA, a 3aTeM MTPO3BYYaIO0 UPOHUYHOE:

— [a s B 00111eM-TO He Bo3paxalo.

OIliKHYB, AeBYIlIKa ObICTpeHbKO oaeiack. Illeku ropenu ot
CThbIJIa, B TOJIOBE KPYTUJIOCh MHOTO CJIOB M MbICJIEN, HO CKa3aTh
XOTb UTO-TO OHA He pellajach. 3aTo KaT Hu4Yero He ocTaHaB/IN-
BaJIO:

— A Tbl MOT ObI U HE CMOTPETB!..

KTo eme kpoMme rmapHst TaM MOT OBITb.

— Jla ¥ cMOTpeTH-TO TaM 0CO0O HE Ha YTO...

37aTa 4yyTh HE MOAINPHITHYJIA.

— Bort 6611 ObI TaM YEpHBIN ¢ KPACHBIM KOMITJIEKTHK. ..

— Koat! — Bor Tenepp 3marociiaBa AeUCTBUTEIBHO IOMI-
npeirHy/aa. Tak TOJIbKO ee Ioapyra MOXeT OII030PUTh, a TIOTOM
ele U OOMKEHHO 3asIBUTh:

— Yrto? O TBO€# TMUHON XKU3HU, MEXKIY TPOYUM, 32004YCh.
Wnu Thl nymaeuib, s Tebe ero rnogapuia, YToObl Thl B MOHa-
CTBIpb B HEM xonuia?

— S ero BooOI1Ie HUTIE HOCUTB HE COOMpalOCh! — 3alumnesna
371aTta B OTBET, IIPOAOJIKASI JaBHUIA CIIOP.

— DTO0 BCe, KOHEUYHO, OYE€Hb MHTEPECHO M IT03HABATEIIb-
HO, — TMepedusI uX BCce TOT e HACMEIIUIMBBII IoJIoC, — HO MbI B
Jiecy, HOUbK... MoXeT, OTJOXUM 3Ty... KpallHe MHTEPECHYIO
Oecemy 10 0oJiee MOAXOASIIIEro MOMEeHTa?
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37aTta TOJIbKO XMbIKHYJIa. Ha 4To OH, COOCTBEHHO TOBOpS,
Hanesacs?

— Myxuka Tebe Hago! — 3asgBuia KaT, IOJHOCTBIO UTHO-
pUpys MPUCYTCTBUE TIOCTOPOHHETO. B3gB moapyry 3a pyky, Io-
TSIHYJIa B CTOPOHY, Ha Xoay pacckasbiBast: — CKy4yHast Thl, JIaT-
1. Tebe KaK MUHUMYM BIIIOOMTBCSI HY>KHO. A TO TaK U 3aCO-
XHelIllb HaJl CBOMMU KHVKKAMMU. ..

— He B Ty cTOpOHY, — YyIrproMO IIPOKOMMEHTHUPOBAJI BCE TOT
K€ TOJI0C.

K»aT, He cOaBiisisi TeMIla M He MpeKpalliasi BelaTh Ha BECh JIeC
0 TO0Jb3¢ HAJWYMs JTUYHOU KU3HU, MOBEPHYJIACh U OOIPHIM
IIaroM 3alliaraja B IPOTUBOIIOJOXHYIO CTOPOHY.

31aTocnaBa, KOTopasi yXe MPUBbIKJIA K TAKOMY TTOBEISHUIO
MOJIPYTH, MoJTya rmo3osniaa Kat Bectu cedsi, He 0co00 TPUCTy-
IIKXBasICh K TOMY, YTO OHA TOBOPUT, U U3peJKa IMOAaaKuBasi,
yJIaB/IMBasl Tay3bl B IPEMIOKEHUSAX. Terepb MOSIBUJICS IIAHC
paccMOTpeTh UX MOIYTYUKA. SIBHO MYKECKOTO IOJTy, XOTS 3TO
OHa oINpejesinia 10 roJjiocy elle paHblie. POCTOM 4yTh Bblllie
cpenHero. B kakoii-To xJiaMuie ¢ KamoloHOM, OTAaJIeHHO Ha-
noMmuHalomei miam @pono us «Bmacrenuna Komewn». Heoxu-
JaHHas Jorajka MIpOCTO-TaKu oceHuaa ee. Tak Begb OH U3
9THX... TOJKMeHuCcTOoB! HaBepHsika y HUX TyT KaKoe-TO coOpa-
HUE, WM OHU Pa3bIIPhIBAIOT KAKYIO-TO CLEHKY M3 JIIOOMMOTO
¢unbma. Bot cBessio Tak cBe3io!

Cawma 371aTa ¢ HUMU HUKOTOA He nepecekanach. A BoT Kare-
puHa, na, obu10 aejo. OHa BcTpevyaiach C OAHUM ITapHeM, KOTO-
phIii Opas ee ¢ cobOil Ha «ITOJIEBKU» U «POJIEBKU». 3J1aTOCIaBe,
MOXHO CKa3aThb, MOBE3JIO: B TY HEJEII0 OHA YMCTO (PU3MUYECKU
HUKYyJa He MoIJIa MONTU — JiexKalia JoMa C BIBUXOM JIOJIBIKKU.
Ho 1o He octanaBnuBano Katepuny, 1 oHa peryJIsipHO IIPUXO-
JIMJIa K TIOAPYre C OTYETOM O «HOBOM JKM3HU B KA4yeCTBE 3JIb-
(uiickoit mpuHLIECCHI». 3AKOHUMJIACh «<HOBAsl XKU3Hb», KOTJA Ha
OuepeIHON PoJieBKe B MPUHLIECCHI BHIOpAIU APYIYIO JEBYILKY.
Oo6unaenack Kot crpaiiHo. M, yxoast, (poMKO XJIOMHYJIa IBEPbIO.
Hy, Tounee, He OBephlOo, a KAKUM-TO ACPEBIHHBLIM IIIUTOM IIO
(eiicy HecuacTHOro Bo300JaeHHOTO... Ho 3TO y:Ke meranu, Kak
JIIOOUT roBopuTh cama KatepuHa.
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PasMbiniuieHust 3yatociaBbl IIpepBajo IPOMKOE ypyaHUE B
KUBOTE.

Karepuna octaHoBuMIaCh U OIJISTHYJIACH HA HEe.

— TwI yTO, rosiogHAasi? — CTPOTO CIIPOCKUJIA OHA.

OTBETOM €1 OBIJIO TTOBTOPUMBIIEECS ypYaHUeE.

— A 4ero Thl 3TY... 3eMJISTHUKY He noeja?

Ot abcypIHOCTU CUTyallMMd M BOIIpoca 3jaTe 3aXOTeI0Ch
cMmesaThes. Her, Hy Tombko KaT Moria cripocuts, modyemy 4esio-
BEK, KOTOPBI 3a0Jyaujcsl B Jecy TJIyOOKOil HOUbIO, He Moel
3eMISTHUKU. [Tpryem abCcoIIOTHO cepbe3HO.

— Hy, enbl npei1oXuTh IMoKa He MOTI'Y, BCE YK€ CheeHO, —
cJierka moxal Iie4aMy MX IMOMYTYUK U ITocMoTpen Ha Katepu-
Hy. — Ho ecTb HEMHOTO BOJIEI.

— Cnacubo. — 31aTta ¢ 6JarogapHOCTbIO MpUHSIA QJIsTY.
Ee myumna xaxnga, HO, TOJbKO CE/IaB MepBbIe TJIOTKH, ACBYILI-
Ka 0CO3HaJia, HACKOJIbKO CUJILHO XOTeJIa IUTh.

Djrgra ObLJIa IUIIB HA Y€TBEPTh 3aII0JIHEHA BOJIOM, TIO3TOMY
OITycTeJ1a TOBOJILHO ObIicTpo. HaMHOro ObIcTpee, 4eM XOTeI0Ch
Obl. 31aTa maxe mnepeBepHyJia (GJIATY U TOTpsic/ia e HEMHOTO,
YTOOBI IIPOBEPUThH, HE OCTAJIOCH JIM TAM YEro.

— Haxe ecau Obl TaM 4YTO-TO U OCTAaJOCh, TO BPSII JIU Thl
cMoria Obl TaKMM CITOCOOOM 3TO BBHIITUTh.

Ero HacMenuIuBbIi TOH yXKe MOPSIAKOM MOoIHaa0es, Ho 3/a-
Ta OJjaropasyMHoO IIpoMoJiyajia, MOHUMasi, 4yTo 0e3 IOMOIIU
5TOr0 HE3HAKOMIIA UM He BhIOpaThcs 13 Jiecy. M Kak OH TOJIBKO
OPUEHTUPYETCS B JIECy B TaKylo TeMeHb? BOT BbIBeAeT UX K LK~
BUJIM3AlLlMU, U OHA eMy 00s13aTeIbHO Bce BhicKaxeT! KcraTu...

— Cuyirait, a kak Te0st 30ByT? — 3a1o37aj0 MOMHTepecoBa-
JIach JEBYIIIKA Y «<HACMEILIJIMBOTO TOJIOCA».

Tlapensb gaxe ¢ Iara cOMICSI HEMHOTO, HACTOJILKO HEOXKU-
JTaHHBIM JUIS1 HEro 0KasaJicsl BOIPOC.

— A4TO? — C IMOJO3PEHMEM CIIPOCHI OH.

— Hy noyokHBI e Mbl Kak-TO K TeOe oOpallathbcsi, — Ha-
nutack 3nara. He ckaxelb Belb, YTO HY>XKHO 3HaTb UMsI TOTO,
KOTO COOMpAEIIbCs MOCHUIATD... JIECOM B MEIIYIO MPOTYJIKY I10
OYEHb JAJIEKOMY aJpecy.

— Moxete obpaiatbcss Ko MHe JlneBenuc. — M oH gaxke
LIEPEMOHHO MOKJIOHUJICS.
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— A mompolie K Tebe odopalaTbCcst HUKaK HeJlb3s1? — CIpo-
cuna 3nata. — Hy tam Ilets wiau Baca?

Haxe mpu cBeTe CHOBA MOKa3aBIlIEecsl U3-3a Ty4eK MOJHOMK
JIyHBI ObUTIO BUJHO, YTO MapeHb YAUBJICH IOHEAb3s1. Buaumo, y
HUX HE TIPUHSTO B CaMblid pa3rap Urpbl OTKa3bIBATHCS OT MEPCO-
Haxa.

— TbI yT0? — Bo3MyTuiach psiioM Kat. — OH mepBblii co-
BETHUK KopoJist! Kak K HeMy MOXXHO oOpaliaTbes mompoiie?

371aTa CKENTUYECKU XMbIKHYJIA:

— Hy, coBeTHUK TaK COBETHUK.

W nonbiTasach MOKUHYThH 1osie 6osi. Ho He TyT-TO ObLIO!
KaTtepuHa cxBaTuja ee 3a pyKy U MPUHSJIACh C XKapoOM paccKa-
3bIBATh:

— Thl uTO, Tak 1 He Bbexana? MbI momnaau B Apyroi Mup!
Mbl — camble HacTosIIMe ToMaJlaHKu. A OH OTBEIET Hac K CBO-
€My KOpOJItO, KCTaTU TOBOPSI, JOBOJBHO MOJIOJIOMY U HeXeHa-
TOMY.

— TeMHOMY BiacTeIMHy, — MOMpPaBWJI €€ MOJIOJOK 4YeJio-
BEK.

— Tak, Hy Tebe 310 He uHTepecHo. Tak Bot, JlieBenuc Ha-
XOJWJICH B JIECY TI0 CBEPXCEKPETHOMY U OYEHb BaXKHOMY ey,
KOIJla €My BCTpeTWJIach aOCOIIOTHO OOecCujeBIlas U COBEp-
IIeHHO Oe33aluTHas 1.

3naTocnaBa MOCMOTpesa Ha COBETHUMKA B TOMCKAaX XOTh
KaKOTro-TO MOJATBEPKACHUS WM ONPOBEPKEHUS ITOTO 3asiBJe-
HUS.

— BriOexasa 13 KycToB U orpejia MeHs Majkoi, — Movyechl-
Basl 3aThLJIOK, TTOSICHUJI OH.

3Has cBOIO MOApYry, 37aTa He MOIJIa HE COIJacUThbCs, YTO
BTOpasl Bepcusl 0JKe K uctuHe. A Kot TeM BpeMeHeM Mpo1oJi-
JKaJla CBOM pacckas:

— WM oH, KaK UCTUHHBIN pbILIAPb, MOJAETUIICS CO MHOM eloi
U BOIO¥...

— A y MeHs1 ObLU1 BIOOP? — OypKHYJ JIjIeBeauc B OTBET Ha
HEeMOIi BOMpoc 3/1aThl.

— TsI mogymaii BOT 0 yeM, — KaT pe3ko mmoBepHynach, 4eM
Haryraja jaxe MPUBBIKIIYIO K TaKUM BbIKpyTacam 3jaTocia-
BY, — 3TOT MUP CTOHET IO TSLKKUM OpeMeHeMm!
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— Hwuyero nonoGHOro, — MoMbITaJCS BO3MYTUTBCS Ha 3a-
HeM 11aHe coBeTHUK. Ho xynma Tam! KatepuHa pa3oniacsk, v Te-
Mepb laxke Hecylleecs HABCTpeuy CcTago ObIKOB €€ He OCTAHOBMUT.

— BToii 3eMsie HyxkeH repoit! — KarepuHa no 6osu cxana
HeCcUyacTHY10 pyKy 31aTociaBbl. Ho MaHMaKanbHbIN OJ€CK, KO-
TOPBIM TOpeJiv IJ1a3a MoJAPYIru, Haryraia IeByLIKY Kyaa 0oJibliie,
YyeM 3TO «pykoroxaTtue». — M 6oru nocnanu um MeHst! Tonbko
MHe Ioj cuy criactu 3ToT mup! U s cnacy ero!

MrHoBeHue 31atociaBa cMoTpesia Ha KatepuHy HeMuraio-
mum B3rsiaoM. [ToTom ee HaKOHEL-TO MPOPBAJIO:

— CoBceM ¢ yma couria! — M 310 6611 He Borpoc. — Kakoii
mup? Kakwne nmomamanku? Kakoit u3 teds1 repoii? Thl ceds1 B
3epkajie naBHO Buaena? Cibllllb, Thl, IIOMOIIHUK KOPOJIS... —
oOpatuia cBoe BHMMaHue Ha JlieBenuca 3nara.

— CoBetHuk TeMmMHOro BjacTelMHa, — YCTajJO MOMpPaBUII
€e OH.

— Jla xoTp 0abouka B Tejle rumiomnoramal — psSBKHYJA
OKOHYaTEeJIbHO TOTepsIBIIAasi BCSIKoe TeprieHue 3jgata. — MHe
o 6apabaHy! beICTpo BbIBeIM HAc K OJvKaiilieMy HaceJIeHHO-
My NYHKTY WIM K Onmkaiiiemy TeseoHy-aBTOMATy U MOXKEIb
Jajibliie UATA UTpaTh B TeMHBIX BJIaCTeJIMHOB, KOpPOJel, repoeB
U Tak jnajee!

— BbI 1eiicTBUTENBHO NIOMAIX B IPYTOM MUP... — TOMPOOO-
BaJI 3arOBOPUTH C Heil JineBenuc.

Ho 3nata peikHyJ1a Ha Hero:

— A Hy, He moouIpsiii ee ¢daHTazuu! YToObl s1 OOJbIIE HE
clipllIaja npo BJACTEIMHOB, KOPOJIei U repoes!

— JIaTTH... — nonbiTanack BCTpsATh KarepuHa.

Ho 3mara u ee nepebua:

— Yto? Yto? Yto JIaTTH?

— Mbl JelCTBUTENBLHO TOMNAMU B APYro MUp, — TBEPAO
3as1BUJIa OHA.

— Hy u ¢ yero ThI 370 B3s11a? — paszapaxke€HHO TOIHYJIa HO-
roii 3marociaBa. — ThI XOTh MOHMMAEIIb, YTO €CJIU ObI MBI TTO-
MaJiu B APYrOi MUP, TO BPSIL JIU Mbl BCTPETUIN Obl KOTO-TO TaK
obicTpo. Jla ele ¥ B MIyXoM Jiecy, cpeay HOuM. Y Hac Xe Ha-
MHOTO OOJIbIIIE€ IIIAHCOB BCTPETUTHCS C KAKUMU-HUOYIb OTMO-
POXEHHBIMM OaHAUTaMU. DTO pa3. KpoMe Toro, ¢ Kakoro rnepe-
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MyTy TIEPBbI, KOTO Mbl BCTPETUM, — BaxKHasl IIUIIKA B 3TOM
mupe? Oto aBa. TpeTbe: gaxke ecliv 3TO U BIIPaBAy APYroii MUp,
KOTOPBIM MPaBUT KOPOJb...

— BrnactenuH, — momnpaBui ee JlneBenuc, 3aMHTEpEeCOBaH-
HO HaOJIIONAIOLINI 3a HEH.

— He BaxxHo! — oTMaxHysach 3nmara. — Tak BOT, 1aXe eciu
5TO U BIIPaB/y IPYyroil MUP U OH — BIIPABY BaKHas LIMIIKA, HA
KOM 4yepT eMy HaMm IomoraTh? Ilouemy Obl He IIPOBOIMTH HAC
MpSIMO Ha KaKoW-HUOYAb HEBOJIBHUYMIA PHIHOK W HE MPOJaTh
Hac B paOCcTBO, Hanpumep? Miu He 3aTallluTh B KYCThI U HE UC-
MOJIb30BaTh IO MPSIMOMY Ha3HAYEHHIO, KaK JI00OMY MOPSI0Y-
HOMY, OlypeBIIEMY OT OILLYIIEHUS BJACTU U BCEIO3BOJIEHHOCTHU
YNHOBHUKY?!

— ¥V Hac HeT HeBOJIbHUYbUX PBIHKOB... — OTBeTWJI Jlnese-
JIUC.

— Hy rtorma mouemy OblI TeGe He YyOWTh Hac TIIe-HUOYIb
TyT? — ¢ momo3peHuemM cripocuia 3nata. — Kak MbI BooOIie
MOXKeM TeOsI IOHUMATh, €CJIU 3TO APYroil Mup?

— OH HampaBWJI Ha HAC CBETSIIUIACS JIy4, U Telepb MbI €ro
noHuMaeM, — oobsicHIa KatepuHa.

— Koar, — npukpsbiia riaza pykoi 3jata u, mokayas rojio-
BOI1, ckazana: — [laxke Thl He MOXeIllb ObITh HACTOJIBKO IIYTION.
Ecnu Ob1 ye10BEK MOT BBIYYUTD SI3bIK TOCJIE TOrO, KaKk Ha HEro
IOCBETSIT JIA3ePHOM YKA3KOI, MbI ObI JaBHO yXe MoKopuiu Bee-
JieHHy1o! A Tl mocMoTpu Ha Hero! IIIMoTku — mMakcumMym u3
CpenHeBeKOBbSI 1O Au3aiiHy. bemHoBaTO OH OJET AJISI TJITABHOTO
COBETHHKA...

— 41 ObLT Ha 3a1aHUU IO TPUKPBITUEM... — OOUKEHHO T10-
crapajcs ornpaBaathbces JIneBenuc.

Ho neByiiika ero cJIoBHO He clibllania.

— Kpome Toro, ecnu oH o0iamgaeT TaKUMU 3HAHUSIMU, TO
MOYEeMY JI0 CUX MOP HE MOPadOTUI BECH 3TOT MUP? — MOJ03PU-
TeJIbHO cIipocuiia 371aTa, BUAMMO HallesiCh 3arHaTh OMIMOHEHTAa B
TYMUK.

Ho monomoii yesioBeK OBICTPO HAIIEJICS C OTBETOM:

— Jla Ha ko#t yepT MHe caasicst Becb Mup? Yto MHe, remMopa B
CBOeM KopoJieBcTBe He xBataeT? Kopoue, — pellu MmocTaBUTh
JKUPHYIO TOUKY B 9TOM pasroBope JlieBearc, — s HanpasJsoch B
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3aMOK TeMHOro BiacTe/iMHa ¢ TOKJIaaoM. MoxeTe UITH CO MHOM
WJIM MOXEeTe OCTaBaThCs B JIECy. YTOBapuBaTh Bac HE CTaHY.

W, moBepHYBIINCH, HETOPOIUIMBO 3aIllaray 1o TPOITMHKE,
eZlBa pa3IMuMMOli B CBETE CHOBA IMPaKTUYECKM CIpSTaBLICKCS
3a Ty4KaMU JIyHBI.

— Kopoue, — ckazana KarepuHa, — g Wy ¢ HUM. A Thl,
Halll MHOTOYBaXkaeMbIil CKENTUK, MOXeIlb UATU C HaMU WU
ocTaBathcs 31ech. Ho ecu Thl Bce-Taku MOMIeIb, TO YTOOBI 5
TaKMX pa3roBOpOB OOJIbIIIE HE CIIBIIIATIA.

[TosepHyBIIKMCH, KaT T01IIa caegoM 32 MOJIOIBIM YeJI0BE-
KOM. 351ata cTosiia, IISIASE UM BCJel WM He Beps COOCTBEHHBIM
yiiaMm. BrieuatieHne ObIUIO TaKOE, YTO OHA TOJBKO UYTO TOBOPUIIA
co creHoit. M3 cTyrmopa ee BbIBEJO yXaHbe Yero-To KUBOTO psi-
noM. CroxBaTUBIIIMCH, 3/1aTOCIaBa Modexkana JOTOHSITh 3Ty Ta-
pouky. Kak ObI TaM HM OBLIO, HO, BO-TIEPBBIX, 3TOT YyJAUK MO-
KET BBIBECTM WX XOTSI OBl TyHa, TAe MOOWMJIBHUK JIOBUT. Bo-
BTOPBIX, MePCIEKTUBA CHOBA MTOTEPSITHCS CPEIM HOUU B TEMHOM
Jiecy ee Kak-To He TpeJsbliana.

K yTpy Tpouiia BeiOpanach HaKOHEII K OIyIiKe jieca. K mo-
HOMY pa3ouyapoBaHUIO 3JaThl, TaM He ObLIO HUKAKOW JOPOTHU:
KaKMe-TO HU3KHUE KYCThI IIIMPOKO PACCTUIIAIUCH BIIEpEaU, a 3a
HUMMU, JaNeKo-AaleKo, BUOHEIOCh MyCcThIHHOE Toje. CoJiH-
1Ie — CBETJIOE W MPUBETHO JIyde3apHOe — MHUPHO BCIUILIBAJIO
MoJ Y3KOW M JUIMHHOW Ty4ykoM. 3y1aTta 0oJibllle Bcero 0osuiach,
YTO K YTPY CTaHET X0JoAHO. HO BOMpekn OXMIaHUSIM TOJbKO
CBEXECTb U IPOXJIaga OKYThIBAJIU YCTAJbIX IMyTHUKOB CO BCEX
CTOPOH. YTPEeHHSIsT poca HallOMHUJIA JEBYIIKE, YTO OHA OOJIbIIIE
CYTOK MOYUTHU HUYero He nuja. Ha oHe xaxapl 1axe He CUIIbHO
yyBCTBOBaJICS roJjiof. O0l1Iee caMOYyBCTBYE ObLIO OTBPATUTE/b-
Hoe. CimabocTh ObIJIa Takas, 4YTO XOTEJOCh TOJBKO JeUb U Jie-
xKatb. [TocaenHue mapy yacos 3j1aTa 3acTapiisiia ceOst UATH clie-
JIOM 3a 3TOW 10 HEMPWINYus OOIPEHbKON M OTJAOXHYBIIEH Ta-
POYKO#l TOJBKO CcUIO Boju. EAMHCTBEHHAs! MBICIb, KOTOpas
MOJIep>XKKUBajia BCE 3TO BpeMs, — JOUTHU J10 Jlarepsl poJIeBUKOB
WK TyAa, TAe OyIeT TIOBUTh MOOMJIBHUK. 3J1aTOC/IaBa KaK HasIBY
MpeJCcTaBlisiia, YTO BbI3bIBAET criacaTesieil Uiu 3BOHUT POAUTE-
JISIM, KOTOpbIe Oe3yTellIHbl B CBOEM TOpe U yXKe JaXe He YaroT
HaWTU 104Yb POAHYIO. A ellle MeuTaja o ropsiuem Kode...
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— A tne xe mopora? — yHbUIO crpocuia KaT, mpepsaB ee
pPa3MBbIIUIEHUS.

— I'ne Bam larepp? — He ocTajiach B CTOPOHE U 3J1aTa.

ITapenp Tskeno B3goxHyJd. Ero moxHo moHsTh, Kot Tuxo
BeCTU ceOsl B IIpUHIIMIIE HE yMeeT. 3j1aToc]aBa — 4YeJI0BeK Ha-
TpeHUpOBaHHbIM. OHa yxXe JaBHO BOCIIPUHKUMaJA TO, YTO TOBO-
puT moapyra, Kak (oHOBbIM 1ryM. OHa gaxe He IblITajach
BHUKHYTH B cjioBa KaTepuHbI U TOJILKO U3pENiKa, KOTIa Cbllia-
Jla, 4TO IIIyM CTHXAaeT, BCTaBJIsjIa CBOE «HY Ja», WIM «CaMO CO-
0oli», I «KOHEeYHO». M (hOHOBBIH IITyM BO30OHOBIISLICS.

Ho coBeTtHUK 00 3TOM M He mogo3peBaj. M BocripuHUMAal
tpen Kot Bcepre3. HemHoro noHa0JonaB 3a €ero MyudeHUsSIMU,
371ara pelinia, 4To CBOsI pybdalka OImxKe K Tey.

W Bot Tenepsp JIneBenuc He 3HaJ, KaK OTBETUTh Ha BOIIPOC
K51, yT0OBI OHA MoOHsIA ero IpaBUJIbHO, a He mo-cBoemy. Ho
TOJIbKO COBETHMK MPUIYMaJl, KaK MpojieaaTh TaKOl HEBEPOSITHO
CJIOKHBII TPIOK, KaK €ro Harjo cOMJIM C MbICIM. 371aTa. Y Hee
3aypyajio B XKMBOTE.

— TrI14TO, roogHas? — K9T OpUruHaJIbHOCTBIO He OJIelIET.

— Tbl 3HaelIb, ¢ HOYM ChITE€E HE CTajla, — OrPhI3HYJIACh 3/1a-
Ta, TOTOMY YTO Ha TOJIOAHBIN XKETYyJA0K MOoJApyra naxe He pas3-
JIpaxaia, a OykBajabHO Oecuiia. M1 HIHUMTHCS C ee YyBCTBAMU HE
XoTesnoch. TyT Obl co cBoMMHU pazodpaTbess. OcOOEHHO ¢ IBY-
MS$I — XKaXIOU U TOJIOAOM.

— JIeBYIIKM, HE CCOPbTECH! — MOTIBITAJICS BPa3yMUTh UX CO-
BeTHUK. — CKOpO MBI JoiiaemM 1o Tenernopra. JlodepeMcs 1o ro-
pona, a TaMm OyIer efa...

— Ena... — 2XoM oTK/IMKHYyJach 31aTta. M B XMBOTE CHOBa
rpoMKko 3aypyaio. — Kakas ena?
— Hy... noxie6ka uau xapkoe... — JlneBenuca cMyTUI He-

310pOBHIi 0j1ecK B ee riazax. — C To0oi1 Bce B mopsiuke?

— Co mHo#1? — yaouBuiaach 31ata. [ToueMy-To MO3ru oTKa-
3BIBAJINCH COOOpakaTh, M MBICJIM CHOBA M CHOBA BO3BPAIIAIMCh
K CJIOBY «eaa». Jla U caMouyyBCTBUE — XyXe HeKyna. 2Kenxymok
CKpyTHJIO y350M. Haudanma Kpy>XWTbCS TOJIOBa, M 3a3BEHENIO B
yiax. 3jaTra Kak-TO pPe3KO IouyBCTBoBasia cjiabocthb. Ilpu-
LIJIOCh CEeCTh, YTOOBI HEe ynacTb. KTO-TO cXBaTui ee 3a Ijieuu u
MOTMBITAJICSL BCTPSAXHYTh. 3ps. Hakatuia TomHoTa, ga U cia-
6ocTh ycuuiaack. Co3HaHWE MEIJIEHHO YIUIBUIO B TEMHOTY.
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I'JIABA 2

OuHynach 371aTa B MaJIeHbKO KOMHATYIIIKe, 0e1HO 00CTaB-
JIEHHOU M O4YeHb AyIIHOI. Bce, 4TO OBLIIO HaKaHYHE, BCIIOMU-
HaJIOCh C TPYIOM U HEOXOTHO. A KOT/1a BCTIOMHUJIOCH, B KUBOTE
3aypuajio. besayMHO X0Tej0ch €CTh, HO, K CBOEMY YIMBJICHUIO,
JIeBYIIIKa OOHAPYXKWJIa, YTO HE YYBCTBYET SKaXKIIbI.

Enre HeMHoro nosexan, 371aTociaBa Bee XKe BeTajla U pellu-
ma ocmoTpeThes. CKopee Bcero, moka oHa ObUla B OTKIIIOUKE,
TOT Uy/laK-pOoJIEBUK MPUHEC €€ B CBOI Jlarepb WJIW BbI3BaJI MO~
MOTY. 3J1aTa BBITJISTHYJIa B OKHO W IIPUCBUCTHYJIA. A OHU CEPbe3-
HO OTHOCSTCS K CBOMM poJieBKaM. BoH Kakoii jarepb oTrpoxa-
Jm! Jlaxe caenanu MOXOXUM Ha CTapblid FOPOJ... A MOXeT, Mpo-
CTO HallUIM cTapblii ropox u orctpowntn? Hy, mist poieBok...
WIN KaK 3TO MpaBUJIbHO Ha3biBaeTcs? Beerma myranach B 3TOM
TEPMUHOJIOTUU... A HAPOJY-TO CKOJIBKO 3TUM yBiiekaetcs! Tou-
HO XBaTUT Ha MaJIeHbKMI TaKo# ropomoK. A MOXET, U Ha JIBa.
Taxkas pasHolepcTas IyoImnKa.

Panbie 3nata gaxke He TpeAcTaBisia, YTO CTOJBKO JIOACH
yBJIeKaeTcs1 3TUM. JlamHo AeTy 1 Moa0aexXb. BriojaHe o0bsIcHU-
MO, MOYeMy MM HpaBUTCSl HapsikaTbes. Ho Kpome HuUX 3aech
ObLTM MYXXYMHBI M XEHIIWHBI B BO3pacTe, 1a U cTapuku. Eciau
ObI HE 3Haja, YTO 3TO HE TaK, TO BIIOJHE MOIJa Obl OBEPUTh,
YTO 3TO OOBIYHBIN TOPOIOK, B KOTOPOM XMBYT OOBIYHBIE JIIOIH,
3aHUMAIOIIMECI CBOMMM OOBIYHBIMM JieJlaMU. TOJIbKO BBITJISI-
ST CTPAaHHO: KTO pora MpULENW, KTO YIIM CUJIMKOHOBBHIE
(KaT, XcTaTtn, TOXe Takue IIe-TO pa3mo0buia, n300paxas 3J1b-
$uiiky), Hy ¥ BBIPSIAUIUCH UyaAHO. 2KEHIIMHBI TIOTOJIOBHO BCE B
JIJIMHHBIX XJIAMUJIAX, TTOXOXXMX Ha HeaKKypaTHO 3arlaxHyThIe Xa-
JIaThl, U CBEpXy UTO-TO HamonoOue miama. MyX4uHbl B CBO-
OOIHBIX XOJIIOBLIX ITaHaX U pydaxax. [IpaBaa, 3To cBoeoOpas3-
HOE O0ILIECTBO TOXE IeJIMI0Ch Ha Kiacchl. [1o BHelIHeMy BUIy
JIETKO MOXHO ObLIO OIpeAeUTh TPOCTHIX TPYAST U Oojiee obec-
MeyeHHbIX ropoxxaH. Ho cMoTpenoch 3To BIOJHE TApMOHUYHO.
HMutepecHo, a Kak B 9Toi urpe poju pacrnpeneisior? Hy, kTo
Ooratblii, a KTO OeaHbIi. MOXEeT, y HUX eCTh KaKasi-To XKepeob-
eBKa? au ponu pacripeaensitoTcsl B COOTBETCTBUM CO CTATYyCOM
B peasibHOM Xu3Hu? I1pu ciayyae Hy>KHO OyaeT CIIPOCUTb.
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B aBepb THXO mOCTyYaIN.

— Boiigure, — HEMHOTro MOMEIJINB, pa3pelnnia 31aTa.

— ThI yXe mpocHyJIach? — OCTOPOXKHO 3aryIsIHYJI B KOMHATY
Jlnesenuc.

— Hy a kak Obl s ¢ TOOOI pasroBapuBajia? — SI3BUTEJbHO
(bbIpKHYJa OHA B OTBET.

JIneBenucy 3TO He TOHPABUIIOCH, HO OH OTKPBLI IBEPh M,
BOIIST BHYTPh CKa3al:

— Pa3 mpocHynace, 3HauuT, criyckaiics. Ceityac mogamyT
obea. — OH BbIIIEN, 3aKphIB 32 coboil nBepb. Ho uepes He-
CKOJIbKO CEKYH]I IBEPb CHOBA OTKPhLIACH, U TTAPEHb, 3aTJISIHYB B
npoem, 1o6aBui: — M He 3a0ynb nepeoaeThes.

— Yto? 3aueM? — BcTpeneHyach 3iara.

— Kak 3auem? — OH CUJIBHO YAUBUJICS W TTOSICHIII B TIPUH-
LIMIIe OYeBUAHbIE Belllu: — Bala ofexnaa cuibHO MCTpernaiach
3a BpeMsl, IPOBEACHHOE B JIECY, 1a U B 3TOM MUPE OHA CMOTPUT-
¢Sl KaK MUHMMYM CTPaHHO.

— Ho uyto MHe HafeTh? — pacTepssHHO MPOMSIMJTIIIA I€BYII -
Ka. Heyxenu 3acTaBUT HamsLIUTh Te xJaaMuabl? Jlydiine cMepThb!
A eliie nyyiie...

OHa TolIapuiia MO KapMaHaM WM BbITAIlMJIA MOOWIbHUK.
XoTb ObI cBs13b ObLTa! [103BOHUT poaUTENsIM, I OHU 3a0epyT ee
u3 3Toro aypaoma. Ho ee oxxunano aBe HEyTeIIUTEIbHbBIE HOBO-
ctu. Bo-mepBhIX, CBSI3b OTCYTCTBOBaIa. Bo-BTOphIX, MuUraa He-
OOJIBIIION 3KpaHYMK BBEpXy, OIOBeIIas O TOM, 4TO OaTapes
CKOPO COBCEM Pa3psIIUTCSI.

CoBeTHUK HaxMypuJjics, HaOjonas 3a ee ACUCTBUSIMU, HO
BCKOpE €My HaJloeJIo, M OH CKa3zall, y>Ke 3aKphIBasl IBEPb:

— Opexnay g moBecusl Ha ctyje. [lepeonaeHelbes U cryc-
Kaicsi, MbI T€OST SKIEM.

K orpoMHOMY 00JierdeHUIO, OJEXKION OKa3zajach CBETJas
TYHUKa, JUIMHA KOTOPOI He JOXOJMJIa 10 KOJIeH, U CBOOOIHbIE
Oproku. 3aBepluaay Hapsia carlorTy U TLalll BPOJe TeX, KOTOphIe
HocuJIM ropoxkaHku. [Tosydanoch HEUTO cpeHee MEXIY TeM, K
yeMy IMPUBBIKJIN IEBYIIKU, U TeM, YTO HOCUJIU TIPUIOTHUBIINE UX
monu. 31ata 3anymanack. CTpaHHOE MECTO, CTpaHHbIE yBJIeUe-
HUs MecTHbIX. Ho KTO oHa Takast, 4ToObl cyauTh ux? OcobeHHO
YYUTBIBAdA, YTO B JIYYILUMX ITOAPYrax y Hee... BeCbMa yBJIEKAlO-
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11asics IMYHOCTb, KOTOpasi BO3OMHUJIA ce0s MECCUEN, MOCTaH-
HOU B APYroii MUp ISl TIOJTHOTO €ro ClaceHusl. 3aaTtociaBa He-
BOJIBHO (bBIPKHYJIA ITpU 3TOM MbIcau. Eit Bcerma ObL10 MHTEpEC-
HO, ToYeMy MecCHsl 00s13aTeIbHO 3aCJIaHHbBIN U3 Ipyroro mupa?
CBoux repoeB Majio, 4To Ju? [a v 1aaHo, JOIyCTUM, YTO MaJio.
ITouemy cnacath MUp HOJDKHA MMEeHHO AeByiika? ITouemy cia-
OBIii IOJT BeYHO KpalHUIA?

B npunuure, oobsicHuTh KaTepuHe, 4to repoii U3 Hee Tak
cebe, ObL10 661 MOXKHO... Eciii 061 He coBeTHUMK! CripallivBaeT-
cs1, 3a4yeM ObLIO TOBOPUTH IIPO 3TOTO MECTHOIO BacTeJnHa?
DTO X paBHOCWIbHO TOMY, YTOObI HalaBaTb MUHKOB 3JIOMY-
npe3j0oMy ObIKY, a TOTOM ToMaxaTh MepeJ HUM KpacHOM Tpsim-
koii. Bce, Tenepp KaT HMUTO He ocTaHOBUT. A cTpajaTh Kak
Bceraa 3J1aTocsaBe...

3aTa Hajena miaul v, Kak MmocjaeHUi 1ITpUX, 3aBs3asia JIeH-
TOYKOW BOJIOCHI, YTOOBI HE MeIIaJIk. DTO 0Ka3aJ0oCh HE Tak Jier-
KO — KOPOTKasi CTpYKKa 3TOMy He criocoocTBoBasia. Ho, cyas mo
>KEHIIIMHAM, KOTOPBIX OHA BUJE/Ia B OKHO, Kape TyT TOXe HE B MO-
ne. Ilepen TeM Kak BBIATH, OHA €llle pa3 omIsiHyaack. JIroau, Ko-
He4yHo, cTpaHHble... Ho 3aT0 oHu Haim ux ¢ Kat, nputotuiu u
He ganu noru6HyTh. [TycTh cebe nourpawT. Kto 6e3 rpexa? 3na-
TOC/IaBa peliraa UM HEMHOIO TonbirpaTh. JloMKHA XKe OHa MX
Kak-To otonarogaputh? Ja u KaT mojie3Ho oTBIeUYbcsl HEMHOTO
OT CBOEIi TyCOBKU. MOXKeT, OHA UeMy TyT U HayIUTCs?

BarpyctHyB Hamocienok eile pa3 Hal CBOSM He3aBUIHON
y4yacThlO, OHa BCe XKe CIycTuaach BHU3. Kak v mpeayrnpeaus co-
BETHUK, BCE YXKE KU,

— O, JIattu! — nmoutu 3akpuyana KoT, 3aBUIEB MOAPYTY,
CIYCKAIOIILYIOCS 110 JIECTHUILIE.

Tounee ObLIO OBI AaXKe cKa3aTh, YTO yciblinaia. CTyneHbKU
y 37aToc/aBbl MOJ HOTaMU CKpUIiead HemuiaocepaHo. [1o Hum
BOOOIIIE CTpPAIIHO ObLIO UATU — HACTOJIbKO BETXMUMU OHM BbI-
misiaenu. Jla u camo 31aHMe Kasalaoch APEBHUM U TTOTpeIaH-
HbIM. TOro W IJISIAM pacchIILIETCS B IIENKU. 3j1aTa OCTAHOBU-
Jlach Ha TIpeAnocienHei cTyneHbkKe u ocMoTtpena 3ai. Hebosb-
1oe ToMellleHUe, MPSIMOYTOJbHOM (hOPMBI, 1IECTh CTOJIOB C
JIaBKaMM, pa3MeIleHHBIX Mo 1eHTpy. OAUH 13 CTOJOB 3aHsja
oTa napoyka. OTCYyTCTBHE OKOH U CKY/JHOE OCBEIlIEHWE MEIAI0
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paccMoTpeTh nomelleHue nojyyie. Kpome Toro, Maciio B cBe-
TWIbHUKAX, Cropasi, 4aJaujao, OTYEro CUJIbHO IIMIIAJIO0 IJ1as3a, u
OHMU CJIE3UJIUCH C HETTPUBBIUKMU.

BHoBb 3aypuajio B XKMBOTe, BO3Bpalllasi €e MbBICIU K OoJjiee
HACYIIHBIM TMpobsiemaM. 3j1aTta Nojolilia K CTOy, KOTOPbIU 3a-
HSLIW €€ CITyTHUKU, U ceJia PSIIOM C MOIPYTOiA.

— Hy 1861 1 3acons1! — onoBectmia ee KaT, 3a 00¢ 1mexu ym-
Jietasi Kallly 11BeTa JIeTCKOM HEOXKUIaHHOCTHU.

HemHoro nona6ironaB 3a moAapyroii, 31aTa pelimia, 4To He
HACTOJIbKO OHa M ToJIOAHA, W B3sla CO CToJia OyJOUKY, BbIMe-
YEHHYI0 U3 TEeMHOI MYKH, U TJIMHSIHBIN CTaKaH C PbIXKEro LBeTa
KOMIIOTOM M3 cyxodpykToB. [Ipu 3TOM JeByIlIKa cTapajach He
3a/lyMbIBaThCSl HAJl TEM, KaK 4YacTO 3Ty MOCYAY MOIOT.

— Jloaro g cnana? — 3aaajia HEWTpaabHbII Bompoc 3iara,
4yTOOBI KaK-HUOY/b 3aBsI3aTh Oecey.

— IMoutu cyTku, — noxan miaedyamu Jlnesenauc, monusas U3
TaKOro Xe cTakaHa, Kak U y Hee B pyKax.

— Tak monro?! — mornepxHynach oHa, a KaT, 3aHsgTas mo-
[JIOLIEHUEM TUIIX, TOJIBKO COTJIACHO MPOMbIYaia YTO-TO B OT-
BeT. — A KCTaTH, T1ie MbI?

— 9710 HeOOJIBIIOK TOProBhIii ropogok — Tepacca! — Boc-
kaukHyna KatepuHa, auiilb HA MTHOBEHUE OTEPEAUB COBETHU -
Ka, OTKPBIBIIETO il OTBeTa poT. JlieBenuc BepHyJCS K Mpe-
PBaHHOMY 3aHSATUIO — MPOJOJIKWII ITUTh, UYTO OH TaM THJI.

— MM... Tepacca, 3HauuT? — Y 31aThl IPOCHYJIOCH EXUICT-
BO. — A mouemy He BepaHaa?

— 3naTka! — NMpPUKPUKHYJIa HA Hee U MUJIO yCTaBUJIach Ha
coBeTHHKa KoT.

ITapeHsb cunen co cierka pactepssHHbIM BuaoM. Kaxercs, He
pacciblial, o yeM pasropop. Hy u nmagHo. A To MaJio Jid, BOAPYT
OH 00MIUYMBBINA? BpoCUT UX TYT ONHUX, U UIIIY MTOTOM JIOPOTY K
uuBMIM3auuu. Het, nydiiie BBIMOIHUTL C HUM Tapy €ro 3aaa-
HUI, WJIX KBECTOB, HY WJIM KaK 3TO Y HUX HAa3bIBaeTCs. A TaM WT-
pa 3aKOHYMTCS, AEBYIIKM BMECTE CO BCEMM OTIIPABSTCS B ToO-
pon, HaiinyT TeaedoH 1 BepHyTCcs 1o tomMam. Kpome Toro, 3na-
Ta He 3a0bIBajia, KaKk OHM ciofa monanu. Ckopee BCero, Mx
MOXUTUJIM U OpOCUIIN TaM, B 10Jie, Ha ITorubesib. ToIbKO MOXK-
TUTEJIX HE 3HAJIU, YTO PSIIOM OKAXKYTCS POJIEBUKU U CHACYT UX.
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Taxk 4To 371€Ch MOAPYTU B KAKOM-TO CMBIC/IE B OOJIbIlIE 0e30-
IMACHOCTH, UEM B POJTHOM TOPOJIE.

— Yo, mpoctn? — 37ara ¢ TOJ0BOI1 YyIIIJIa B COOCTBEHHEIE
MBICJIM U MPOMYCTHJIA BOIIPOC, KOTOPBIi 3a/1al1a MoApyTa.

— T'oBOpIO, UTO HaM HY>XKHO B COCEIHWI TOPOJIOK, — Teprie-
JIMBO, KaK IOCJeaHeMY TOpMo3y, IToBTopuia Kat. — Tam ecTb
ropTaJj s MyTelIecTBUSI MEXIY MUPaMHU...

— DeKTpuyKa, 4To JIM? — OXMBUJIACh 3JIaTOC/IaBa.

— Jla He anekTpuuka, JIattu! — KarepunHa paszosnuiach U
Jlaxke BCTaja.

37aTa HEMPOU3BOJILHO BTSIHYJA To0BY B ruieun. Korpa Kot
BOT TaK CMOTPUT — CBEPXY BHMU3, — OBbIBAET CTPALIHOBATO. AX
KyTb Oepert! JIneBenuc, 1Mo Bceit BUAUMOCTHU, OBLIT C HEll conuaa-
pPEeH, TIOTOMY YTO TTOIEPXHYJICS CBOUM ITUTHEM.

— He crout tak 6ypHO pearupoBaTb, — IONPOOOBa pas-
PSIIUTH OOCTAaHOBKY COBETHUK, HO KaT CcTyKHy/na KyJakoMm Mo
CTOy.

— 3nartka, Tel yKe He noma! Tel monana B apyroit mup! —
I'maza meBymKu 3aropeimch TeM caMbIM MaHUaKaJdbHBIM OJie-
ckoMm. — Benu ce0bs, Kak 1mogobaeTt NpuindHoI ImomnajgaHke!

— [la Oyget Bam! — He Tepsul HafeXK Iy MOracuTh KOH(MIUKT
Jlnesenuc. — Ecau B BalieM Mupe MopTajibl TaK Ha3bIBAlOTCS,
TO 1 HE TIPOTUB, ITYCTh OHA TaK UX 30BET.

— Het! — [nsa yoenutenbHocTi KaT maxke HOroi TOIHY-
J1a. — 371aTKa, Beau ce0s Kak Iogo0aer. ..

— Kak? — pepHyn 4yept cripocuts 31aTy. O 4eM oHa TYT ke
rmozaseJa.

— Kak? — KaT HeMHoOro pacrepsiiach, HO BCe-TaK/ HalllJla
HYXHBIE cJI0Ba. — MbI JOJIKHBI 3alIUTUTH 3TOT MUpP OT 371a U
CHacTu ero oT rubenu, MpoOyauB B cede cylepcKue cuibl! Mbl
CTaHEM CITACUTEISIMU 3TOrO0 MUpa, U MECTHBIE OYIyT Hac OyK-
BaJIbHO 000KaTh!

3nara obangena. Bor ato ga! B atoT pa3 Katepuna yepecuyp
3aUrpanach.

— TBos mogpyra BiaageeT MarueCKUMHU CHJIaMU? — Ha T10JI-
HOM cepbe3e cripocul y 3iatociaBbl Jliesenuc.

JeBy1Ke 3aX0TeJ0Ch B3BbITh. Kak Tak Moay4Yuiaoch, 4To OHa
rnorajga B KOMITAaHWIO 3TUX IM3UKOB? Mau, MoxXeT, HaKOHell,
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9TO OHA CIISITUJIA U JIEXXUT Telepb cebe B majaTke, a 0e3ymMHast
IMapoyka eif MepeIuTcs oT AuMeaposra?

— O na, — kuBHyJa 3nata. — EcTb y Hee oiliH HEBEPOSITHO
(haHTaCTUYECKUI1 Jap: OHA BUPTYO3HO JOBOAUT JIIOJEi 10 HEPB-
HOTO CpPbIBA.

— 3narka! — B O€lLIeHCTBE TOIHYJIAa HOTOM KaT, B3BU3THYB
TaK, 4YTO y COOECETHUKOB YILIU 3aJI0XKUIIO.

— Kaxercst, 1 moHuMa0, 4YTo Thl UMeelb B BUIY, — IPO-
yycTua yiu Jinesesnuc.

— Jla BBl IpocTo... — K3T Tak 1 He 1oroBopuJia, IIOTOMY 4TO
OT COCETHETO CTOJIMKA TTOCTBIIIAJICS HeAOBOJBHBIN TOIO0C:

— D1, 61axeHHas1, XBaTUT opaTh. S TyT BooOI1e eCTh IbITa-
10Ch.

— 3arnoxHu TaMm! — orpeizHyJiack Karepuna. Cyns 1o Tomy,
Kak cKpuBwiIcs JlieBenuc, 3ps.

— 9T0 4YTO, KaKasi-TO MECTHas IIMIIKa? — CIpocuia 3jara
COBETHHKAa, MOITyTHO paccMaTpuBasi BLICOKOTO YeJIoBeKa B Tijia-
1€ ¢ HU3KO HAJIBMHYTHIM KaIllOIIOHOM, KOTOPBII He TTPU3HAI B
ee TMOJpyTe «CIaCUTEIIS».

— XyxXe, — ToMpayHesJ COBETHUK, MPUCIYLIMBAsCh K BCE
Oouibllie pasropatolieiicst mepernanke.

— Madmno3zo? — azaptHo cnipocwiia 3iata. [IpenupareabcT-
Ba KoT M TaMHCTBEHHOTO HE3HAKOMIIA LIEJTMKOM 3aBIIae/IN e
BHUMaHueM. BOT yx rie Hailia Koca Ha KaMeHb.

— MmbGenmn HeoOpa3oBaHHbIM! — Bomuia Kar.

— Hypa HabuTtas, — CIIOKOWHO IMapupoBaj TUIl B Karlo-
IIIOHE.

W panpimie B ToM Xe myxe. HesHakomell ObLI CITOKOGH KakK
ynaB. Yewm emne 6osbine 0ecut Karepuny. A 31aTa He TaK MHOTO
Hapojay BUEJa, CIOCOOHOTO TOBECTH €€ TTOAPYTY 10 TAKOTO CO-
CTOSTHMSI.

— KrT0 Takoit Mahno30? — CIycTss HEKOTOPOE BpeMsI CIIPO-
cun JlneBenuc, KOTOpOMY IMOAHAI0ENO0 CICIAUTh 3a Pa3OLIe-
LIECcs MapOyYKOIi.

— A? Jla Tak, 6anaiora, — oTMaxHyJjach 3;1aTta. BrepBbie Ha
ee TTaMITHU HallleJics JXeJIaloIniA, a TTaBHOe — CITOCOOHBIH TT0-
CTaBUTH ee Mmojapyry Ha Mecto. OHa He Morja MPOMyCTUTh HU
MTHOBEHMUSI U3 MPOUCXOASIIETO.



