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Mona 3alll/la B KOMHATY U NIpUCENa Ha KPOBaTh PANOM
¢ fovepblo. [poMko 1rymer oy okHamu Ipuboit, 1a 1 BeTep
Oy1iieBar 0COOEHHO CYIBHBIN. 3aTO U3 cajia BOBCIO MIAXJIO
LBETYIIMMY MAaTHOMMAMU U pO3aMy, KOTOpble PacIyCTH-
JIUCh paHbIe 0OBIYHOTO.

boito pannee yrpo. [I>keiiHa ellé MUPHO CIaja, YIOTHO
YCTPOMBIINCH Ha MOAYIIKE ¥ IOBEPHYBUINCH K OKHY. Ka-
KOJI1 B3pOCIION CTaja e€ NeBO4YKa, COBCEM CKOPO €Ml UCIIOI-
HUTCSA TPUHAALATB! A XOTenoch, Kak IpeXx/[ie, TUCKATh e€ 3a
HEe>XHbIe €YK, [IeJIOBAaTh B HOC, TACKOBO TPeTaTh JINHHbIE
LIE/IKOBMCTbIE BOTOCHL.

— Jlouka, nogbém! — mackoso mpomena Vona et Ha
yXO U caMa e ITOCMesIach TOMY, KaK (IOTCKIe CTIOBEYKM
My>ka IIPOCOYM/INCH B IIPUBBIYHBIE PPa3bI.

JI>KeliHa TONBKO ITOMOPINMJIACH ¥ IONBITanach CIps-
TaTbCA MOJ, OfesI0, YTOOBI JocMOTpeTh coH. Ho ceropgus
HaJo pasbynuTh eé mopaHbllle — CKOPO BepHETCS oTel!

Haxonern ona saBopouasnach, IOTEp/Ia I/1a3a U COHHO
YIBIOHY/IACh, IPUIIOFHMUMASCH Ha JIOKTSX.

— YTto Takoe, mam?

— VYV MeHsd ecTb 11 Tebs 3arafka.



ITonTsiHyB K cebe opesio, [[)KeitHa cena MoBbIILE U 3a-
KyTa/ach, psAYach OT yTpeHHell npoxnansl. Vona Beceno
COLIYpM/Iach U CKasaa:

— Touno He yrapaems! Hy-ka, ckaxxu MHe: 4TO 6poca-
0T, KOTZIa 9TO HY>KHO, ¥ IIOJHMMAIOT, KOTZIa HY>KJbI 60/Ib-
IIe HeT?

[xeitHa e€ urpy nogxsaTiia: 3a0aBHO HAXMYPWIach 1
IPUHAIACh COOOPaKaTh, YTO >Ke 3TO, KOIZIa Ha IIEPBOM JTa-
Ke TIOC/IbIIIAJICA IIyM. YKe BepHynca? Hy BoT, a oHa emé He
Hakpb1a Ha cTonn! XoThb ObI 3TOT pelic 3a KUTaMy ObUI yHad-
HBIM, a TO He 130eXXaThb er0 CMYPHOTO HaCTPOEHUSI.

— Oren, — npo6opMoTana fouKa 1 OBICTPO CIYCTUIA
60chle HOI'M Ha IIOJL.

Ho Momna yxe cnemmna BHus. Ilonpasuia Ha xony He-
POBHO BUCAINYIO IITOPY, OTHEPHY/IA €€ OT LBETYIIeN Ha
OKHe Trap/leH!N, TaCKOBO KOCHY/IACh 3€/I€HBIX NUCTbeB. Te
PafoCTHO IIEBENIbHYINCh, OTBETUB Ha JIETKYI0 ¥ MUMOJIET-
HYI0 cBs3b. OulymiaTh 1{BeThI YacTbi0 cebs1 6BUIO Tak ke
IPUBBIYHO, KaK BIBIXaThb MX apoMar.

Vona fBUHYNMA 9yTh B CTOPOHY HAIIO/NBHBIN TOPIIOK 1
ellé pa3 ocMoOTpesna rocTuHyw. Beé uncro, a co crona 6ma-
TOyXalT CBeKecpe3aHHble po3bl. OHa NIOBEpPHY/IACh U IIO-
xonogena. Ilepen moMoM efiBa pasnM4yMMbIil CKBO3b TYCK/IO€
CTEKJIO OKHa CTOosi/1 BoBce He KpacTonbd.

OTcTpaHMB MOOOIBITCTBYOIYIO [[)KeiTHy B CTOPOHKY,
Momna npuoTKpblIa IBephb Aa TaK U 3aMepria, TONbKO pOr-
Hy/Ia pyKa Ha 3aMKe.

— Cnyxurenp Ipuanan, — npousnecna Vona, rnagsa
Ha MY>KYMHY B cepoii pobe.

WM 1yT >xe HM3KO CKIOHWIA roNoBy. COTHU TPEeBOXKHBIX
MBICJIelT BBI3Ba/IU IpoXb. KpacTonbg He mpepynpexxpan o
BU3NTE TOCTSI, @ OHA TaK JIETKOMBIC/IEHHO 1 0e3[yMHO Haja
BOJIIO CBOUM cumam!



C He6O/bIION 3aMIMHKOJI OHA CHOBA B3IVIAHY/IA B XOPO-
LIO 3HAKOMOE JINIIO cTaporo npyra. CBeT MATKOro pacTy-
II[EeTO COJHIIA CITIa)KVIBa/l MOPIIVHBL, IPKO 671eCTeNu sICHBbIe,
mobpble r1asa.

— 3ppasctByit, Vona. Ilyctums? S B atoT pas 6e3
OpefynpeXxieHnsa, — CI0OBHO U3BUHAACH, CIIy>KUTeNb pas-
BEJI pyKaMu.

— Komneuno, npoxopure.

Mona pacnaxHyna gsepb mupe. IpmHMaH mpomeén
BHYTPb, BCTPETU/ICA B3IIALOM C I>KeITHOI.

— JIxeitHn, moOyab moka y ce6s, nagHo? — Vona rs-
HyJIa Ha IOYKy ¢ mpocbboit. He mait gyxm oHa 4To-TO MMII-
Hee YC/IBIIINT, YTO el Tydllle He 3HaTb. 1a COITaCHO KMBHY-
JIa ¥ JIOBKO Ipobexxana 60CUKOM IO JIECTHUIE Ha BTOPOII
3TaX.

— Xopouras y Te6s BCE-TaKy JOUKa BBIPOC/IA, — CTPaH-
HO npousHéc [puHMan, IIAnsa e Beueq,

— O uém BbBI?..

— Hert-ner. Bcé HopmanbHo. VI A mpumén 6ombine k
Tebe, ueM K Kpacronbdy...

— Ko mHe? — TpeBora pocna B fylile, a HaIpsDKEHHOE
OXKUJAHMe, 4YTO BOT-BOT €€ B 4éM-TO OOBMHAT, HUKAK He
HOJ/1aBa/IOCh KOHTPOJIIO.

Ho on e crapslit Jpyr, faBHMI 3HaKOMBIT KpacTosb-
¢a, OH yXe CTONIBKO OBUI Y HUX B TOCTSAX, M HU pa3y Voma
HU B 4éM cebs He Bbigana. [loueMy ke ceifyac Tak 6ecro-
koitHo? OHa crana cmikoM Oecriedna? la... 3abpuia cinosa
TapXaHa U CBOETO Y4MTEN.

ATiBa. Ilmyxoe BonHeHMe 0XBaTuiIo €€, Ho Vlona HakoHer]
CyMeJla ¢ HUM CIIPaBUTLCS U CHOBA 0Opesia CIIOKOVICTBIE.
ATiB3 Hayums e€ aToMy Torfa, korga Voma, emé ofnHOKO
JKUBYIIasi B 3aX0/IyCThbe LIBETOYHNUIIA, He 3HA/IA, KaK OBITH
CO CTPaHHBIMM CIIOCOOHOCTSIMM, TaK XXYTKO ITOXOXVMY Ha



Yp€-TO KONMFZOBCTBO. OHA Be[b CAMIIKOM JIO/ITO OTKAa3bIBa-
JIach BEPUTD, YTO 3TO — €€ COOCTBEHHOe.

Tem BpemeneM Ipunman B3N €€ 3a pyKy U Mo4a U3y-
JaJI, MATKO I/IAASA B I71a3a, OyATo >Kpan dero-to. Ilo majonn
PacTEeKIOCh TEIIO, KOTOpPOe BCE POCIO U POCIIO, a IIOTOM
HavajIo >ke4b — 1 Vloma 6e3ayMHO 1oracuia STOT OrOHb.

Cny>xutenp OKadas roloBOii U B3[JOXHY/L:

— He pas MHe rosopuayu Haly JIOAK, YTO YYBCTBYIOT
4TO-TO B Tebe. ITO cTanm 3amevars Bc€ vaie. VI ckopo oHn
cHOBa npupyT. Mona, Te6s ckopo 0OHapy>kaT, U 1 HUKaK He
CMOTY TOIfja IIOMOYb.

OT ero OTKpOBEHHOIA, YyJOBUIIHOI NPAMOTHI IIepeXBa-
o geixanue. OH Bcé 3Haet! V 3Han Bcé aTo Bpemsa?! [pu-
HIAH CMOTPEJI Ha He€ IO-IIPEXKHEMY ACHO U CIIOKOMHO, HI
€VIHBIM [IBVYDKEHMEM MBIIILL He BBIABasA CBOETO OTHOIIEHNA
K 9TOMy. A Beib Kak CIIy>KUTe/b OH IIPOCTO 0053aH HeMef -
7eHHo Tepenath e€ CepbIM.

Vona ybpana pyky 1 HOPBIBUCTO CIIPOCHIIA:

— UYTo0... YTO MHe fe/maTh?

— Tebe cTout yexaTp Ha BpeMs. S He 3HaIO Kyja, HO
ec/u Thl He Xouemb nogsect Kpacronbda u [IxeitHu, Hago
HaiiTy 6e30IacHOe MecTo.

— I He 6poury cempio! Brl ¢ yma couvmn... — 6ecro-
MOIL[HO NpocToHana Vona, BUenuBIINCh NTaJbLjaMy B CIIMH-
Ky cryna. — Kpacronb¢ HeHaBUAUT Maruio, ecm 5 XOTb Ha-
MEKHY €My, 4To...

— Tb1 morma 651 3a6paTh Ha BpeMms ¢ coboit JIxeii-
HY... — MATKO Haudan ClIy>K1UTe/b, CIOBHO IbITAsICh IIOB/IN-
ATb CBOMM B€YHBIM CIIOKONMCTBMEM, HO Voma yke He MOI/Ia
CIIyLIaTh CIIOKOJHO.

— 1 o6peunb 1eBOUKY Ha >XM3HD B 6erax! — ropecTHo
BOCK/IMKHYJ/Ia OHA, HO Cpa3y MOHM3WIIA TOI0C: — 3adeM el



9T0? Y Heé OyzeT HOpManbHas ku3Hb. [lonnmaere? Kak y
Bcex! Hopmanbaasa. Hukaxoit marum.

— Ecnu 1BI XO4uems el HOpMa/JabHOM >XU3HU... TOTHA
momkHa yiitu. Henaponro. beith MoxkeT, Cepble Torga 1mo-
3a0ymyT 1 060IIETCA, HO ceif9ac O4eHb OMacHO. Tbl IMOHM-
Maelllb, KaKas TeHb MafET Ha BCIO CEMbIO, ecu TeOs oOHa-
pyXxar?

Hapxanbl! OHa HO/DKHA OTBICKATb AJB3 U IPOCUTD €TI0
o nomomy. CHOBA, KaK B [IBafILIATh JIeT, KOIZa OHM HallIu
€€ IepBblil pas.

Ho Mona 3amepiia, He 3Has, Ha YTO PEIIUTHCH, & CEPH-
e pBasio Ha JacTu. [logecTy cemMpro mam emé xyxxe: yiuTu,
OpocuThb BceX, HuYero He 00bsicHuB! Ho KTO MOIMET, KTO
IpUMeT TaKylo IpaBAy, CTPALIHYIO IIPABy O POJAHOI MaTe-
pu u xere. [Dxeitnu ¢ Kpacronbgowm, Bepyomye, CBeT/IbIe,
JII0OUMBIe, e€ )KU3Hb, €€ KPOBb, €€ CMBICIIL.

— Korpma? — rmyxo cnpocuna Vona.

— Jly4mre Bcero cerogua. HoBocty, 4To A ycmblmarni,
y>Ke 3HaIoT apyrue. Yxe sHatoT Cepble.

Mona ymornsatome cxBatuna Ciry>KuTesns 3a pyKy:

— Ilpomy Bac. JlaiiTe MHe emé feHb. Emé... Bevep.
[Tpomry!

OH no4eMy-TO IIOMOTAET e¥i, XOTs He I0/DKEH, ILO6pr]7[,
mo6pbiit crapsrit [prnuasn!

Ho B 3TOT MOMEHT IOC/IBINIANNCh 3HAKOMbIE ILIaru.
Kpactonbd! VI TouHO — ABeph pacmaxHynach, M BEPHYICA
KpacTonbd, IBHO JOBOJIbHBII yCIIeXaMy HA HOBOM Y4acTKe,
KyZia yLUIV IBe KUTOOOJIHBIE MIXYHBIL. Vo/1a pacTepsHHO I10-
1e7I0BajIa My>Ka, a TOT APYXKemoOHo mo3goposancs ¢ Ipu-
HVIQHOM, VI OH) IIPOLIN B OOeIEeHHBIN 3al.

HMona ornsanymach U NpephIBUCTO B3JOXHYIA. TaK U eCTb,
Mo6onbITHAs MOpAaniKa JI>KeiiHbl IIsAfieIa Ha Heé C JIECTHU-
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upl. [TogHABIINCD K JOYKe M IPUCEB PAIOM Ha CTYIEHbKY,
Vona nputAnyna k cebe e€ TONOBY, Iy MaKYIIKY.

— Mawm, noyeMy Thbl TaK pacCTPOMIACDH?

— Hesaxno.

— Pacckaxn, — ynpamo BeiBepHynach [Dxeitna. — Yto
[puHman ot Tebs xoren?

Eé mumas n HacToliumBasA feBOYKa, OHA BCE YYBCTBYET.

— Bcé 6ymer xopomo.

Bpems 3aBTpaka 3aIllO/IHUIOCH IPUBBIYHON CY€TON, pas-
ropopamu u xnonoramu. Ho mHavde cranm maxHyTh posbl,
BSA/IM Ha I71a3aX, KaK OT TOCKY, TI0O0BHO BbIpAIljeHHbIE II1-
OHBI VI He>XXHbIe d7IeNbBeNChl, 1 Ha Ayiie y Vobl cTaHOBU-
TIOCh BCE TsIKeTIee.

Hecxomnbko pa3 Ciy>xuTe/lb HAaKJIOHSJICA K MYXXY U UTO-
TO CepbE3HO eMy TrOBOPWJI, TPArMIHO HAXMYpUB OpoOBY, a
cepaue Vombl 3amupano B npepdyBctBun 6ypu. Kaxaprit
CIIeN YOI B3[OX IaBaJICA BCE TsDKellee.

OHa He cripaBWIach CaMa, He CIIpaBUJIACh CO CBOEIl Ma-
ruei, u 3a Hell cKopo NpupayT. C TaKMMM MBIC/IAMM HEBO3-
MO>XHO OBIIO eCTb CIOoKOJHO! Vora He Haxopuma cebe Me-
cTa.

Bckope Cry>xuterns mo-go6poMy pacIpoliaics ¢ Xxo3se-
BaMM, TEIIO KOCHY/ICA ITeda Vombl, ¢ NOHMMaHNeM KayHyl
TOJIOBOI, OYATO COIMIacuICs ¢ e€ IpOoCcbOOIL, U YILIET.

Emé ponro, moka oHa yompaia co CTOJa, HO3/IpK LIEeKO-
T/l pe3KUil, YyXKOil 3aIax MyCKyca: OH IepeOuBa moom-
Mble PO3BI ¥ BIUCE/I B KOMHATE TSXKENOM YTPO3OIL.

Tem BeyepoM OHa [0 caMoll HouM cupjena y [ keliHbl,
B3ax/I€0 pacckaspIBaa Mojmy3abbIThie ICTOPKH, 6OSICh OCTa-
HOBUTbCS Ha MUT, IPEPBAThCs, IYCTUTb TPEBOXKHbIE MBICTIU
cHoBa. OHM CMesNCD, XOTA J|)KelIHN JaBHO BBIILIA U3 TOTO
BO3pacTa, KOrja IOJIOKEHO CUMETh PANBIIIKOM Ha HOYb.
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Emé nemHoro — u oHa 6yzet HeBectoit! Camoit mpekpac-
HOJI U CYACT/IMBO [IEBYILIKOI Ha CBETE.

Vona cMmoTperna Ha Heé€, a cama CKMMasa Jo 00/ Maib-
bl B IaJIOHAX. VI, moracus cBevy, OCTanach CUJETb B Kpec-
e, 6ynTo OBI 3a/ipeMaia OT YCTalOCTH, M CTIEANIIA, KaK O4-
Ka BOPOYasIach BO CHE.

Tak mpocTO MCHOPTUTH €if XU3Hb — BCEro JMIIb
OCTaTbCs PAMIOM C Hell, paZloBaThCsA KAXXIOMY MIHOBEHMIO
BMecCTe, BUJIeTb, KaK OHA PAacTET, XOPOLIEET, U... C MUHYTbI
Ha MMHYTY IONACTbh B HEMIWIOCTb K CepbIM.

Vlona nopbIBUCTO B3[JOXHY/IA ¥ OTBEPHY/IACh, IPYMHMMAsA
peleHue.



[opeTh orHEM

9pm< IIPOCHYJ/ICA ClIefioM 3a [ KelTHOIL.

— JKnau 3pgech. S ckopo. — OpuKk pemuaca Ha pas-
BeIKy. B MrHOBeHUe Oka OH BbIOpajcs 4epes Xof ¢ 06paT-
HOJ CTOPOHBI YepjjaKa U Jcye3 B IPefpacCBeTHOM TYMaHe,
J>xeliHa jaXke He yCIena HIUYEero CIIPOCUTD.

K cuacTpio, KaK TOIBKO COMHIIE Hadalo poOKO IMpocBe-
YYBATh CKBO3b BeTXMe CT€HbI, DPUK BEPHYJICSA — >XUBON U
HeBpe[MMBIil, TONMbKO ImpoMokumii. OH 3abpajncs HaBepx,
KVMHYJI el B PYKM KPOXOTHOe 3elI€éHOe s6/I0K0, KOTopoe
J>KeliHa >KaJHO CXBaTWIa.

— Jlaneko He yIIén, — KOPOTKO OTYMTAJICA OH. — Tam
Ha O/MyDKHelT ITomaay Hapoxy TbMa... KasHwun noiiMaH-
Horo Mara. CepbIx coOpanoch KaK Ha IPasgHIUK, U elé TOJI-
a oCy>X[€HHbIX. IIogoXném, MoKa pasonpyTcs.

— IlojimanHOTrO Mara?!

OpuK B3IIAHY/ Ha He€, HaBepHAKA I00JIeHEeBINYIO, 1,
XMBIKHYB, YCIIOKOWII:

— Jla He Asnekc srto, He ppeitdp. Crapuk Ka-
KOJ-TO.
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He Anekc! Ckonp3Hyno MUHyTHOe O0/erdeHnue, HO TA-
JKecTb BepHy/nach Ha cepate. Kasub. Cepble, HOX0XKe, MCTAT
3a ux nober u youiictBo conpar. CMepTh POXXJAaeT TOTBKO
HOBBIe CMepTH. VI BOIIpoc BpeMeHy, KaK ObICTPO ux ¢ Ipu-
KOM 37leCb OOHapyKar.

II>xeliHa ¢ TPYHOM IIpO>KeBajIa KYCOK KICIIOTO S67I0Ka.

He pymatb 06 arom, He ceityac, motom. Ceitqac o gpy-
roM: 4To jienath. CTaTh y>ke He 00y3011, @ HAITAPHMKOM, eCTIN
OHI XOTAT BBLDKUTD. V camMoe BpeMs y3HATh BCIO NIpaBy.

— OpUK, TaK YTO Ha CaMOM Jiefie CBA3bIBaeT ¢ Cephl-
M Tebs1?

OHn nocMoTpern Ha He€ MCHBITYIOIE, HO BCE-TAKM yCENCA
PAIOM U OTBETHIL:

— Bepxosnbiit Cnyxurens, Ero Csareitmectso bpu-
HbAD J€MOH-3HaeT-KaK-ero-raM. OIHaXbl MEHA yropas-
IMUI0 OY€Hb HEKCTaTM IONACTh €My IOfl PYKY, TOTfa-To 5 U
IPOIIEN UX «IIPOBEPKY» B MepBbINl pa3. Bipouem, utor 6b11
TaKOJ1 )K€, — OH XMbIKHYJI U IIepeBEN B3ITIAM Ha CBOYM PYKI.

— Ho 3auem TbI eMy 6bIT HyXXeH B KOMaHfe AjeKca?

— A cama-To Kak gymaemb? He Bce Tak mo0sT TBOe-
ro KallMTaHa, ake B €r0 POAHOI cTpaHe. Buparp, nepemén
KOMY-TO JJOPOXKKY, BOT ¥ XOT€/IM IIOJIMaThb Ha TOPSYEHBKOM.

— W 1ebs Tak IPOCTO OTIIYCTU/IN, 3HAs, KTO THI Ha ca-
MoM fienie? — JI>KeliHa HeloOBEPYMBO HAXMYPU/IACh.

OPpUK BCKMHYII I7Ia3a UCHOMIO0bs, HOFHEC PYKY K IIIeKe
U TIOTIBITAJICA CTEPEeTh IPA3HBIN creft ¢ muna. Ha ero py6ar-
Ke He XBaTaJo ITyTOBMI], YaCTh 13 KOTOPHIX ObUIa BHIPBaHA
¢ msacoM. [my6okas njapanuHa, yxe mepecTaBilas KpOBOTO-
4YUTb, IIepeCceKasa IIe U CIycKanach K rpyau. Ilomonyas,
OpUK BAPYT 3aKaTa/l pyKaB pyOalIKM KO JTOKTA.

J>keliHa axHYy/a, pasI/AfeB TOT 3HAK, YTO OH ITOKa3bl-
Ban Cmyxutenam Ha cyje. Ha nBa Kynmaka Bblllle 3amACTbA
BHYTPEHHIOI0 CTOPOHY €TI0 PyKI yKpalllaa KpOoBaBO-Kpac-
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HBIl TPEYTONbHMK C XUTPO IepeIIeTéHHbIMU JINHUAMMA, T10-
XOXKUI Ha CWIBHBIN okor. Kojka BOKpyT 3Haka Obl1a Ipu-
myxureyt u 671efHO.

ITopmaBmmch NOpeIBY, I>KeilHa KOCHY/Iach 3HaKa KOH-
YMKaMU MTaJIbLIEB U TYT XK€ UX OTAEPHY/IA: KOXKa OKa3alach
ropsiueit, OyATO €€ TOMbKO YTO IPVDKITIN PACKATEHHON KO-
Yeproii.

— Yro0 3T0?

— 3Hak TOro, 4YTO A M36paHHbH71. — HeBecénbiit cme-
IIOK VICKa3WJI ero Iryopl. — VI36paHHbIil caMuM BepxoBHBIM.
JIn6o s cMyXy eMy, BBIIO/HAIO 3a/jaHMe M BO3BPAIIAIOCh C
IOK/IAIOM Yepe3 TpU Hefieny, mbo... yMpy B Mykax. Brpo-
yeM, HUKTO He MCK/II0YaeT, YTO 51 yMPYy U B IIEPBOM C/Iydae.
Kak néc, KOTOpbIil OTCITY>XI CBOE.

Oro... Iloxoxe, ceituac Dpuk He BpET. [IxeiiHa mocMo-
Tpesa eMy B INlasa U No&xwmnack. HecMoTpsa Ha Bcé, Opuka
CTaJIo IO-HacToAleMYy Xanb. OH Tak 4acTo UX CIIacajl U He
3aC/TY>KITT Ka3HU U MYYUTENTbHO CMepTu. A eé cOOCTBeH-
Hble MEeYTbl — HalITU B 3arafiloyHoM CKorpume ciefbl MaTe-
pu — Telepb MOKA3a/JIMCh TAKMMU HaVBHBIMU U e TCKUMIL.
Ei1 Bemp He TpO3NUT cKopas cMepTh!

— 3Hauut, y Teb6sA TpM Hemenu, 4YTOObI BEPHYTbCSH
B Apkerap? Bezb ecTh KaKoii-TO IIIAHC, YTO TeOs OCTABAT B
IIOKOE.

— Touno. IIpumepHoO... XM, OZVH M3 COTHM THICAY, HO
ecTb. TO/MbKO HY>KHO IOIIACTh HAa KOPaO/Ib.

— Ho kax?! «Acupiit» ymeén! — Bocknuknyna [Ixeri-
Ha, HO TYT Ke Tepebua cama cebs. [lymars. He peBeTb. —
MoskeT, mpo6patbcsi Ha MBBapckuil kopabns? Ho ecnn Haii-
IOYT — BBIKMHYT B Mope. Jla ...

..Ml YT OTCIOfIa, HE Hail[A MaTb U OCTaBUB AJIeKca B
TIOpbME, — OT OJHOM 3TOV MBIC/IM CTA/IO0 TOIIHO U TOPBKO.
Pemenne kpyTunoco B rosioBe TONbKO OFHO.
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— Hawm Hy’keH COI03HUK, — 3ayMYUBO 3aTOBOPWJI TeM
BpeMeHeM JpuK. — HyXHbI leHbI'M — MOAKYINUM, KaK Ba-
PUMAHT, KaKOro-HuOyAb MBBapLa U MIpobepéMcs Ha TOPro-
BOe CyAHO. £l 3Hal0 Imapy HEIUIOXMX CIIOCOOO0B CIIPATATbCA
B TpioMe. B cBO€ BpeMs KOHTpabaHIa IPUHOCHUIIA HEMaJIble
neHexkn. — OH noxxan miedamm: — A 4to? Bee kpyTaTcs,

KaK YMeIoT.
— Her, ne nonpér. — [I>xeiiHa caMa yAMBUIACch CBO-
el pemnMoCcT. — Thl He CMOXKeIIb JJOTOBOPUTHCS C WUB-

BaplieM — HUKTO Tebs He MOIMET! A ckopee Bcero, TyT Xxe
cpact CepbIM.

— W uto e TbI peparaemib? — B ero Bompoce npo-
3By4asla CHUCXOAMTE/IbHAS YCMEIIKA.

— Moxer... Tbl cIMIIKOM 3aMeTHBIN, @ I MOTY CONTHU
32 MECTHYIO JIeBYIIKY, HaZl0 PasfoObITh AIMHHOE IUIaThe,
KaK 37iech IpUHATO. — [IOfHAB C 10/Ia KyCOK OUTOro CTeKIIa,
JI>xeliHa TIOBEPHY/IACh Ha CBET, K DPUKY CIMHOI, U KOe-KaK
paccMoTpena CBO€ CMYTHOE OTpasKeHMeE.

— Ckopee 3a ManbulKa, — He yIep>Kajacs OT 3aMeda-
HUs DPUK.

Bot kak, manpuuka?! Xorenoch o6umeTbcs, HO, IIOXO-
e, oH 6bU1 mpaB. CTpyDKeHbIe BOIOCHI TOPYA/IM KOe-Kak.
Ha nune ccapmubl, pykn ucliapanassl u B cuHAKax. Kakas
u3 Heé celiyac JeBylIKa, KTO eil MOBEpUT?

— Hy u nycrp. 3HaunTt, Ha Manbunka. fopop 60mb-
0I1... Sl Moryia OBl MOTY OXHA, HaJiZly TOTO, KTO 3HaeT 3Ha-
puiickuit. Tol cmIIKoM sIpKumit, Tebs cpasy 3ameTAT. Moxxer,
Y3HAI0 4TO-TO NpPO «CHBIN».

— Hy ner. OgHa Thl HUKYJA He MOWJENIb, — I/IYXO
IPON3HEC BAPYT DPUK IO3aMN.

— Iloyemy? — JIxeitHa ob6epHynach. OH HeBYCMBICTIEH-
HO IIeperopofyI Iy Th, CIOKNUB PyKM Ha rpyiu. HeoxxuaHHbIit
CTpax IeBe/IbHY/ICA B Ipyay. — MHe TbI ToXXe He JoBepselb?!

15
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— S Huxomy He foBepsifo. Tebe He rpO3UT CMepTHAs
Ka3Hb. Eciu Tebs cXBATAT, BCETa CMOXKEIlb CKa3aTh, 4TO
s yTamu Tebst CUJION M YTO TOJIBKO 5 YOMJI BCeX COJIiaT.
CMo>Kelllb IOKAATBbCA, Thl M ABHO 3a4eM-TO HY>Ha. Pas-
Be He TaK?

OH feficTBUTENDbHO TaK gyMaeT? JI>KeiiHa HIYETO He OT-
BeTIIA, TOJIbKO Cy3W/Ia I71a3a.

— 3ayeM Tebe moMoOraTh MHe IOC/Ie BCETO, YTO ThI Y3Ha-
na? Vitnémp ofHa, nonaféubcsa CIy>KUTeAM U OCTaHeIIbCs
B JKMBBIX. BEIOOp MKy )KM3HBIO I CMEPTBIO BCEITIa OUEB-
neH. [ToToM BbIfialIb, TaK MM MHAYE, ITie I CKPBIBAIOCh. A A
yMUPATh He X04uy. — IPUK MPOLIEICA 0 YepAaAKY U3 OfJHO-
TO Kpas B IPYTroii, 4yTh IPUTHYBILINCH, KOTAA IPUOIM3NUIICS
K CKaTaM KpBbIIIN.

— Torpa ocraércs oguu nyTb. — OHa 3aMoI4ana u go-
JKIanach, KOrga JpUK OCTAaHOBUTCS. — MBI IO/DKHBI BBITA-
muTh AJleKca, — yBepeHHO 3aroBopuia J>keiiHa, Kak 3a-
yapoBaHHas, He CBOAS B3IJIAZIA C €T0 IIPaBOil PyKu. DPUK
YAMBIEHHO 3afipan 6poBu. — fI He 3HaWO Kak, HO...

— Yro?! Cnactu Anexca? Yymn! 3a6ynp.

— MpbI He cMOXKeM MHaYe — HUKTO HAC He MOVMET Ha
3HapUiicKoM! — MOPBIBUCTO U TOpAYO0 Ipopo/pKuiaa [hxeit-
Ha, NMOKa JpUK He 3aKupan e€ HacMemkamyu. — VI ckopee
BCero, TyT Xxe caacT CepbIM. AZleKc 3HaeT MBBapCKUil, OH
3HaeT rOPOJ U IMOMOXKET BbIOpaThcs orcofa. OH HaM Hy-
>KeH! OTO eqMHCTBEHHBIN IIaHC!

— C yero TbI B35J1a, YTO OH BoOO1IIe elé >kuB? Bumena,
KaKYI0 CBUCTOIUIACKY OH MM YCTPOUI? — CHPOCUT DPUK,
a IOTOM BHE3AITHO JIOBOJILHO paccMesncsa: — bblio, KcTa-
TH, BIIeYaT/IAole. Takoro 3penmniia 3Tu cepble MOPAbL ABHO
HuKorga He Bupenu. Ho, ckopee Bcero, Tam ke Ajekca u
npubum. [Ins nopsapka. V160 HUKOMY Henb3si HapyLIaTh
yCTaHOBJ/IEHHbBIE 3aKOHBI, JasKe U3BeCTHOMY KanuTaHy. OH
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TIOLIE/ Ha CAaMOYOMIICTBO, KOT/Ia YCTPOWI 3TO B OKPYXKEeHWUM
mecaTka Cepbix. CaMOyOUIICTBO, CIIBIIINIID?

Camoy6uiictBo?! Ho... ma, Cepble HelofBIacTHBI Ma-
rvy. OHM HaBepHSKA JIETKO er0 OCTaHOBU/IN. MpauHas pe-
HIMMOCTb AJleKca TOBOpUJIA, YTO OH 3HaeT, YTO JieNaeT, U
IIOHMMAaeT, YeM 3TO Tpo3nuT. He xodeTcs Beputh, 4TO €ro
ybumm! Pany Bcex CBATBIX, OHa He OyfleT B 3TO BEPUTD!

— TbI caM roBOpWMII, YTO BBIOOP MEX[Y >KU3HBIO U
cMepThio oueBupieH. [logemy >xe Torma Asnekc... [Ina dero?!
MoskeT, 4TOOBI aTh HaM cHeXXaTh?

— [la noHATHNA He UMer0. MoxeT, u Tak. braropozcTso,
3HaeIlb /I, B OCHOBHOM COCTOUT U3 BeCbMa ITIYIIbIX U HE00-
IYMaHHBIX TOCTYIIKOB, — CKa3aja JPUK, OTKYChIBast 3ybamm
TOpYAIYI0 HUTKY 13 IIOPBAaHHOTO PyKaBa, — U He CIOC06-
CTBYeT HOJITOM )KM3HU. A KallMTaH BCErfa CTPOUT U3 cebs
6maropopHoro. TombKo pofMiIcsA He TaKUM.

Ha 4to oH 3Haer o Gmaropopactse?! J>keitHa ¢ CUION
OKaJla Ha/lbIbl B KY/IaK, apamas HOITAMM JIafl0HM.

[ToBucno MonyaHue — 3BeHsAINEE OT HEBBICKa3aHHBIX
CJIOB.

— MBbI moiaéM 3a HUM U, €C/IM OH >KUB, BBITAIM OT-
TyZia, — yOpsAMO CKasaja OHAa. — AJIeKC 3HaeT ropasfio
6ornblile 0 Maruy, 4YeM IMoKasbiBaeT. Sl Bujena ero KHUTY.
Ilogymait, OBaH HeclIpocTa TOBOPUII O €ro TajaaHTax. VI Th
caM Bupen, Kak Aymekc cuiéd. V BO3SMOXKHO... OH MOT Obl
oMoub Tebe ¢ 3TUM... — J[>KelilHa KMBHY/Ia Ha €T0 PYKY,
KOTOPYIO OH TYT >Ke yOpaJ 3a CIIMHY, — €C/IJ MBI €TI0 BBITa-
mwuM. Tl He ycnieemrb B ApKeTap, Tbl CaM 3Haelllb. ..

OH He oTBeyYasI, OTBEPHYBLINCH B CTOPOHY OKHa. Bpemsa
YXOAMUJIO, MO/TYaHNUe JIVIOCh CIMIIKOM Joro, u JkeiHa
CHOBA PeIIN/IACh er0 HApPYLINTb:

— Vinu THI MPOCTO He CMOXelIb IPOoOpaThCs B Kpe-
IMOCTB?
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— ToI T7IOX0 TpefcTaBisellb, YTO s Ha CaMOM [ie/le
MOTY, — HEBECE/I0 YXMbUIbHYJICA DPUK, TIOBEPHYBLINCh. —
BrliteM B ropop K Be4epy, TaM YBULVIM.

JJHéM ymanmoch TONBKO TaVlKOM BBIOpATbcA M cOOpaTh
C JIUCTbeB JOXKAEBOII BOABL, YTOO YTOMUTD >KaX[Y, TIOTOM
I>xeliHa HeHa/loNro 3afipeMasa Ha yeppake. Korma cremne-
710, DpUK pasOyans eé, pemnTeTbHO OTOABUHY/ IPUKOJIO-
9YEeHHbIE JOCKM ¥ MOTHY/I TOJIOBOA.

JI>keitHa OBICTPO Mpoje3sa CIEeLOM U OCTOPOXKHO
cnyctunack. OHa OypeT kak oH! Takas ke oT4asgHHasg n
cMesiasi, MHade OHM IpOUTpaloT. B3riax yman Ha Lemnod-
Ky IlokpoBuTens Ha 3amsacTbe, IPO KOTOPYIO OHA COBCEM
nosabota. CTAHYB ¢ pyKy, J)KelfHa XOTe/a 3aIIBBIPHYTh
€€ B KyCTBI, HO IlepefiyMajia u CyHyna B KapMmaH. IIpuro-
OUTCA.

Bedep yke crycTuaca XONMOAALIMM TYMaHOM C Trop,
OKPY>KaIOLVX TOPOJ, MONYKPYINoil cTeHou. IlanopoTHUK 1
KOJIIOuYie KYCTBI IIVIIOBHMKA OBUIN BIIAXXHBIMM; VX JIUCTHS U
BETKU IIPOLINCDH 110 KOXe U OfieX/ie, MoKa J>keliHa ¢ Dpu-
KOM IIpOoOMpasuch 13 3apocieli OKOIo yOexXnina B CTOpo-
Hy OmypKaitimert ymusl. VIHTepecHO, moYeMy 3TOT CropeB-
NI OM HUKTO He TporaeT u He nomaeTr? VI pAfoOM HUKTO
He CeINUTCA.

[TpuTamBIINCh B TEHN 3a MIMPOKUM KYCTOM, PUK BCMa-
TPUBAJICA B PeIKMX MPOXOXKUX, CIeMMBIINX 0 foMaM. ITo
CPaBHEHUIO C LIeHTPOM FOpofia 3eCh JOMa, CKOJIOYEHHBbIE 13
IpyOBIX JOCOK, CMOTPEIINICh XanKko u 6egHo. PoHaph B ca-
MOM JajIbHeM KOHIle Y/IOUKM C/1ab0 pacKkadmBasICcs Ha BETPY,
IIOJ|BELIIEHHBIII K BBICOKOJ OIIOpe, M XXYTKO cKpuien. TeHn
OT Hero Oerajy JJIMHHbIE U Pa3MBbITBIE.

— Kakoit y Tebs mman? — crnpocuia [IxeitHa Opuka,
3aMepILero B YKPbITUIL.
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— Hwuxakoro, — npocTo oTBeTNU OH, HE CBOJA I7Ia3 C
TOPOTH.

— O9T0... BJOXHOB/IAET, — OHA IMO&XNU/IACh.

OpuK OecUIyMHO IepeMeCTU/ICS BIepén, 3a IIMPOKUIA
CTBOJI COCHBIL, M JIaJl 3HaK He OTCTaBaTbh. Brickoumia ns-3a
yIJIa LIyMHas MOJIOfas MapoukKa, Kak 6yfTo OT KOoro-To ybe-
ras, a IOTOM CO CMeXOM M TOTOTOM BBa/IM/IACh B COCETHUI
moM. «CyacTnyBble, — HEBOIBHO IIPOHEC/IACh MBIC/Ib, — CMe-
I0TCsA, pafytorcs xusHu. Hukoro He youBamu u HU OT KOTO
He 6eryT».

IxeitHa o6opBana cama cebs. XBarut!

OHu mepexxpany, IOKa MAapoyka 3aKpoeT [Bepb, U
IPEXHUM CII0COO0M — CKPBITHO, OCTOPOXKHO — JBUHY/IUCDH
manbiue. [opog, XOTb 1 7eXan B HU3MHe, HAXOAU/ICA TI0YTU
y caMbIx rop. Eciu He BbpIZIe3aTh Ha BUJHOE MECTO, CKIOHBI
U NMXTBI, pOCILINe PAROM C JOMaMH, IOMOTaIy OCTaBaTh-
¢ B TeHN. [[>KellHe I0Ka3a/oCh, YTO Ha OKpalHe C/IMIIKOM
TUXO I Takoro 6onpuoro ropoza. HukTo He macraer 1o
yImiaMm, He 6€raloT [eTH, He IIyMAT Tooca. ..

ITepBblit aTpPy/Ib OHY YBUAEIY, KOTA OBIIN yKe Ha Ofi-
HOJI U3 IIMPOKUX MOCTOBBIX. [IBO€ CyMpayHbIX BHICOKMX UB-
BapleB B (popMe IPOXOAV/IN IO Y/INIe, OCMATPUBAACDH IO
cropoHaM. Pagom mén Cepplit ¢ HAKMHYTBIM Ha TOJIOBY Ka-
MIOLIOHOM.

— Ilo Hamry myury, BusaTh, — IOREMMICSA COOOpaKe-
HIeM OPUK.

— Yry.

Cupetb B Y3KOM YTy, IPUCTOHMBIINCDH K XONIOJHOM Ka-
MEHHOII CTeHe, 6bUIO 3510K0, HO PSAIOM ¢ DPUKOM IIOYTH He
cTpamHo. Vnu 3To BCE XKe C Hell 4TO-TO CIy4MI0OCh?

Korpa nBBapiipl npouuny, [>kefiHa MOTOpONMIach BCTATh
Ha HOTY, HO DPUK IEPHYI €€ 3a PyKY, YyTh HE YPOHMB IIpsI-
MO Ha ce0sl.
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— Xoyelb CIacTy KaluTaHa ¥ BbIOpATbCsl — CITyIIan
MeHs U He fleflall pe3KuX ABV>KeHMI, IoKa s He CKasasl, Io-
HAMa?

— Yry, — cHOBa KuBHy/a J>KeliHa, IOTUpas 3aACTbe.

Korza onn mpobpanice masblile, Ha TOIT Xe JOPOre, HO C
IpYroii CTOPOHBI, CHOBA TTOKa3a/Nch moan. VI cHoBa uBBap-
I1bl, TONBbKO Tenepb CepbIxX ObIIO Tpoe. IpUK Ha KOPTOYKAX
HepeMecTIICA JIeBee, 32 IO/l HeOOoIbIIoro 3a60pa, yBUTOTO
xMerneM, 1 [I>KejiHe cTaslo Tydile BUJHO.

— OpUK.

— M-m? — OH He OTB/IEKCA OT HAOTIOfeHN 3a COTI-
JlaTaMy, Ka)KeTCs, TOTOBBI PBaHYTh C MecTa B M06yIo ce-
KYHTY.

— IlocMmoTpu, — oHa ykasana Ha emé ogHy mapy Ce-
PBIX, UIYIIYIO C/IeIOM 4YyTb Bfaneke. Ourypa nmokpymnsee
CKJIOHWJIACH K JIEBYIIKE, KAIIIOIIOH Y KOTOPOIl OBI/I CHAT, 00-
HaXKas 0e/IOKypYIO TO/IOBY.

Bckope mapa npoina B TpEX 1arax oT HUX.

— O9TO #eBylIKa U3 Moell KaMepbl. TiaHa.

3p1/11< IIpoMOI4asl, TOJIbKO BHUMATEIbHO ITPUCMOTPE/ICA,
a IIOTOM JOX/IAJICs, KOT[ia BCe CKPOIOTCA 3a YITIOM, U pBa-
HY/I Ha IIPOTVBOIIONIOKHYI0 CTOPOHY, K OO/BIINM BOPOTaM.
OranyBumcs, [keiiHa mo6exxana ciefoM. DpMK IOANIPbI-
THYJ/I, CXBaTIJICA 32 TIONIepeYHyIo 6Ky BIOb KPBIIIN 1 3a-
IIPOCTO NOATAHYIICH, 3a0Mpasch HaBepX.

Hauwanocs... Ho JI>keliHa TO/MbKO C>kajna 3yObl U IOTH-
Hy/ach 3a HUM. [lo 9Toit 6anKy OHa He JOCTaBala Jaxke B
IpPbDKKe — IPUIIIOCh KapabKaTbcsA MO OOKOBOJ CTEHKe,
caypasd Iajiblibl, CTaBsd HOI'M Ha Y3KNE BBICTYIIDBI. SPI/IK HeE-
TepIIe/INBO TepeXBaTU/I €€ PYKy M MOYTU CUIKOM BTAIIVII
K cebe.

OHu cpasy paciracTanuch Ha II0CKO KaMEHHOI Kpbl-
1le, OT BOJIHEHNA ¥ YCUINI 3alllyMe/Io B yHIaX. DPUK IOf-
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10713 K caMoMy Kpato. Ha aToii ynuije yxe OABUICA HApOA,.
He6o0, 3aTsaHyTOE O6/IaKaMM, BUCE/IO COBCEM HU3KO, HO XO-
POLIIO, YTO HY JIYHBI, HU 3BE3].

Ortcropa 6110 BupiHO, Kak Cepble IIOBEPHY/IN HAIPABO
U TIOIIIN K OaIIHsAM XpaMa B KoHIe goporu. OH ObUT Tak
6n1msKo, uto JI>keiiHa OYTO YyBCTBOBA/Ia 3alaxX TEPIIKUX
6/1arOBOHMIL.

— Th1 4TO, XO4Yemp MpobpaThbCca MPAMO B XpamM? —
IIeTTHY/Ia OHa JPUKY.

— He rosopu rynocrei, [I)xeiinu, — OTBETU/I OH, He
orBops a3 ot Cryxuteneir. — f Tam cropio.

OHa yauB/I€HHO B3[JPOTHY/IA, @ OH XMBIKHYJL:

— IHyTka.

Hameén Bpema pna myTtok! JI>keilHa IIyMHO BBIIOXHY-
na. 3aX0TeNnoch BAPYT CKas3aThb, 4YTO OHA IepefyMaina. Yrto
JTy4llle BEPHYTbCA B YKPbITUE ¥ IIPUAYMAThb APYTOil BBIXO,.
I pyroit cioco6 cracenus. Tak Hudero He gobuthesa. Kasa-
7I0Ch, TYT TOBCIOLY TONIBKO ¥ >KJAYT, KOIZIa OHM BBIMAYT Ha
CBET.

Ho 9pux BApYyT IOBEpHY TOIOBY U 3alyMYMBO CIIPO-
CHT:

— ToI xora-HMOYAb MOXMINANIA JTIOAEN?

— Yro?!

OH He OTBETII U JINXO CIIPBITHY/I C IPOTUBOIIOIOKHO
cTopoHbl. Huuero He ocTaBanmoch, Kak ero JOroHATsb. Yepes
HECKO/IBKO IBOPOB MEX/Y JOMaMU CUAT YePHOTON IIPOBAJI,
CTaBIINII OYepefHBIM YOeXuIeM. 31ech IIUIIOBHUK pa3poc-
A TaK, 4TO IPOAPATHCS OBUIO MOYTH HEBO3MOXHO. [IKeltHa
00JIbHO YKO/IOTAach 00 OCTPYIO KOMIOUKY U 3aMOTajIa PYKOIL.

— 3Haunt, Tak. Caymaii. Tl oTB/IeKaeIlb BHUMaHNE, A
Korga xots Obl napouka CepbIx TO6OI 3aMHTepecyeTcs, 5
XBaTalo JIeBYOHKY U JIMHAEM OTCIOfIA.

— 3auem? Kygma?! VIx cinmikom mMHOro!
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— A mbl 6ymem 6picTpee u xutpee. He 6onch, y MeHA
MHOTO TajaHTOB. VI He 3abbiBait, Cry>XuTenm Takue >xe
CMepTHBbIe, KaK 1 MbI. [lyMaelIb, OHUM IIPOCTO TaK XOAAT B
COIIPOBOXKJEHNU OXPaHBI?

— Her, Ho...

— [la He Tparh Bpems, oM yxopAtr! Ham HykHa aTa
JIeBYOHKA, YTOOBI IIPOIITY B KPEeNOCTb. BcTpedaemcs B joMe.
Ypaun! — C aTuMU C7I0BaMI OH 1CYe3 B TEMHOTe, He JjaBas
BpeMeHU Ha pas3yMbsl.

A c HUM 1CYe3ia ¥ TeHb CIIOKOVCTBUA.

OtBreub u 6exaTp?! JTo Oesymue, a He man! [Ixeit-
Ha I10XO0JI0fiefIa OT y»Kaca U BIeNN/IACh B KPbIIY, IPENCTaB-
N8, 4To OyAeT, ecmu UX nonmawT. CIy>KUTenu YXOAuIn
BCE Jasblile, a OHA BCE He MOITIa CIBUHYTBCA C MecTa. Benb
Io/DKHA OblTa ObITh cpepyt Hux. CIIOKOJIHA, yBepeHa, B 6e3-
onacHocTu. He cuzieTh 1 He MepTBETb OT y>Kaca pacIiaThl
3a rpexnul!..

OrunéMm BcbIXHYO neper I1asaMu nuno Anexca. ITpon-
3UTe/IbHbIE, IOTEMHEBIINE I/1a3a, CTPAIIHbI, OCTeSHNI
B3IJLAJ, Tlepen 6ypeit. Besa Bcenennas B ogaoM Barape. ITo-
PbIB XOIOZHOTO BETPA, B3ABIOMBIINII €€ BOTIOCHI Ha 3aTBI/IKe.

Ceppaie 3a6110Ch TOpsid0, OelleHo, IMyabcanyelt oTaa-
BaJIOCh B KOHUYMKaxX nanbleB. OT4yasgHme 6yATO TOpeno ns-
HYTpH, 61och nameneM. [lepeiitu oty depry. IlycTp Bcé
netuT K TéEMHOMY, HO OHa JO/DKHA 3TO chenarh. V yBugersb
ero emé pas. ITorepaTs Bcé, HO yBumeTh. He Oymer aToro
cTpaxa. He 6yzeT cKOBBIBAIOLIETO JIbJja, XONOMQ, ¥ CMEPTH
He Oyger.

IIpoun, BonmHeHMe! OHa cMoXxeT!

bonpme e mymas, [xeitHa CIIpbITHY/Ia BHU3, ITOYTU
nob6exasna 1o CocefHell y/uile, YTOOBI BBIVITY Hallepepes
CeppiM. IloToM mIepelina Ha HIar, MbITAsICh XOTb HEMHOTO
YHATH O€lleHo CTydallee cepple.
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YiKe yale BCTpedanyuch MpoOXoxkue. Bplcokmit My>XInHa
B ILULATIe 3afie1 [I>KeliHy, KOIla OHa MIapaxHy/Iach B TeHb. Co
CTYKOM IIpo€exajia 110 MOLIEHOM Jopore IMOBO3Ka C Ky4epoM.

donapeit 3mech Toxxe Ob10 607mbIIe. HO MX >KENMTHIE
OTHY Ka3a/IVICh TPEBOXXHBIMU 1 OecriokoitHbIMM. JIyuine Obl
CHOBa OBIIO TEMHO. A eIl jy4llle — X/IBIHYI Obl JIMBEHDb C
rposoit u monHuAMu! Kax rorga, mocne cypa.

Bepenuna Ciyxnureneil pacTsaHynach eijé 6omblie, u
Tenepb MexAly Tuanoit ¢ BbicokuM CrayxuTeneMm U UAYIIK-
MU BIIepefy ObUIO LIaroB TPUALATb. MeTbKOM B3ITIIHYB
HaBepx, [I>KeliHa 3aMeTn/Ia IIeBe/IeH)e Ha Kpbllle Mo3anu
upymyx. Yepes MruoBeHye Jpuk nogobpancs emé omxe,
rOTOBBI cpbIrHyTh. Ceivac!

Cyovba nomozaem cmenvim.

...Ilouemy oHa cTana MOBTOPATbH 3TU CIOBA rOpPa3fio
pexe?

J>KeiiHa pBaHy/a BOPOTHUK U 3aKpblIa JIULO.

— Tunana! — xpunioBaro KpukHyna oHa. TyT e mo-
BEPHY/IUCDh VBBApPIbL, IBITASACh Pa3ILALeTh, KTO 3Bal. Chep-
JKUBAsICh, YTOOBI He PBaHYTh Cpasy, [[)KeitHa OTIpsIHy/IaA B
TeHb JJOMa.

JIBoe Cny>xuTteneii ¢ oOfl03peHNEM MTOBEPHYNIUCH B €€
CTOPOHY M #anu KOMaHAY conparaM. J>keiiHa oTxopmia
Jasbllle, 3aBIeKas ux 3a coboit. Ho Bcé sxe He BbIepKana u
pBaHy/Ia C MeCTa paHbllle BpeMeHI.

CrnoTbIKasch, [I>keiiHa M4asach BO BeCb yX IO TYIKUM
yIuLaM, YKIOHAACh OT CIy4YaliHbIX BCTpeuHbIX. CBOpauMBa-
J1a Ha y3Kue JOPO>XXKY BJJO/b JOMOB, 2 IOTOM BHOBb BBIOV-
pamach Ha YIMIBI, IBITAsICh COUTH NPECIeRYIONINX C TONIKY.
OHa penmaet ato He paau ce6s. Onu cmoryt! Bmecre! Bpi-
KUBYT!

ITapy pas [I)keliHa CKaTbIBa/lach B KaHABBI U IIpATANach
B TYCTOIl TpaBe IO KpasAM, TsKeno Xpund. TyT HOublo UM
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HUIIO4EM e€ He pasriAfeTdb. Ecu TOIbKO OHM He yCblIIaT
CTYK Cepjlia, TOTOBOTO BBIIPLITHYTb U3 rpyau. Ho cTpax-
HUKU TIPOOIDKAIN IepeKPUKNBATHCA Y HE OTCTAaBaIN.

J>xeiiHa Kak cymacuienmas 6exxana Ipoyb U3 TOpofia, K
ropam, K 3apociisM XBOM. B KOHIle KOHI[OB OHa OKa3ajach
B TyCTOM IIOfIeCKe IIOYTY y CKJIOHA TOPBI. XOTe/NIOCh PyX-
HYTb Ha 3eMJII0 ¥ OT/bIIIATbCS, HO He/lb3s HU Ha MUr. To
7Y UIYMeJIO B YUIAX, TO JIM IO CAefaM IPOJOJDKaNIM FHATh-
CsI COMATHI.

BynTo B oTBeT Ha €€ mpochOBI OMNIT JOXKAD. 3aBepTe-
Cs1 OIIABIIVMIMM MUCTBSIMIY BeTep. 3aX0TeN0Ch pacXOXOTaThCA.
MoxeT, OHa TOXe, KaK AJIEKC, yMeeT YIPaBIATb IOrofoli?!

ITpokpaBIINCh K OOTOpPEBIIEMY 3aKOTIOYEHHOMY [OMY,
J>keliHa BCylIazach B TUIIMHY, LapsAmyo BHyTpu. Kak
oynro Hukoro. OHa obofpana JIOKTHU, ITOKa MbITanach 3a-
OpaTbCsi HaBepX, HO HAKOHeI] C TOpPeM IIOMoJIaM BIIO/I3/IA
BHYTpPb U pacIlJIacTasIach Ha caxe.

JKusa.

Ho ecnu Opuka noitmanu, eciu yfada eMy U3MEHIIIA, 3a
Hell paHO MM IO3/IHO IPUYT.

A 4TO, €C/U OH... IPOCTO PELII CIIPAaBUTHCS Oe3 Heé?

Kaxxercs:, oHa JIeliICTBUTENbHO HavYaa MBICTUTbh, KaK OH.
J>keliHa ITyXo 3acMesAsnach, 3a)KaB POT MCIAYKaHHBIM Py-
KaBOM, KaK BJIPYT IOC/BIIAMNCH ronoca. OHa 6pocniach K
IIe/y, HO HMYeTro He CMOITIa pasrisafeTb. Hagexxpa sacra-
BMJIA cepiille cKaTbcA. Moxet, onu? Ho ot cnegyromero
3ByKa OHa IoXojiofiena. ITo He Dpuk. Peub — mBBapckas!
Kro-TO mén croga o gopore co ctopoHsl ropopal [IxeiiHa
OKaMeHe/la U yCTaBWIAch Ha ja3. TyT Jake cpATaTbCA He-
roe. Bams?

PBaHyB BIepél, OHa OTOABUHY/IA JOCKM U BBIOpamach
Hapy>Ky. IloBesso, 4To c/efibl B TEMHOTE U 11OJ, JOXAEM TOJI-
KOM He pasIsfeTs!
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Tonbko mpobOparbcest Yepe3 KYCTapHUKU U CHPATATHCS
I>xeiiHa He ycmena. PasroBapuBanm ye marax B IecATH,
KTO-TO OCTAJICSl CO CTOPOHBI IOPOTH, a KTO-TO, KaXKeTcs,
nowén coga. MenbkHyn orcBeT ¢oHaps. [IkeiiHa 6bICTPO
BTUCHY/IaCh B OOTOpesIble CTABHY IEPBOTO 9TaXKa U OYEHb
THMXO HayasIa IpooupaTbcs B ITy6b KOMHATHL. KaxeTcs, Kor-
Ia oHU OBUIM 3[ieCh BUepa, OHA BUJE/IA bIPY B IIOTY...

Uepes memm B CTEHaxX 3acBeTWM ay4n. lomoca cramm
rpomye.

Hawanu péprats fBepb. O6m0MKM Mebenn B KOMHATe He
JanyT e€ OTKPBITh. JI)KeifHa MpIDKamach K CTEHe U IbITalach
HaIIapUTh B MOy pasoulefunecs focku. Cepaie OTCUnTa-
7I0 He MEeHbIIle CTa yAapoB. Bo3gyx 3acThil B HAIpsHKeHNN,
TSDKENBIN AYX KOIIOTY YKPBIBAJI BCE BOKPYT. B TOHKOII Moj1o-
CKe CBeTa CTajl BUIEH CTON0 IIONHATON IIbUIMNL.

Jl>KeiiHa OTO[IBMHY/IACh flafbllle, U ITpaBas HOTa IpOBa-
nuaack B wenb. [Tpuces, oHa 6picTpo omynana non. ITox
PYKM TOIaMNCh KaK/e-TO BOHIOYMe TPANKM. J[>KeiiHa 3afiep-
JKasla IbIXaHue, CTapasch He YyBCTBOBATDb 3aIllaXyl IJIECEHNU
u rHwm. Heckonbko gocok nerko orommn. OHa BbIIOXHYIIA,
paspblia 3eMJIIO U efjBa BTUCHY/IACh B HEOOJBILYIO AMY, KO-
TOpast oKasanach Hof nonaoM. IlombiTamach cKarbces, CTATh
KaK MOXXHO MeHbIIle, HAK/HY/Ia TPAIKA NTOBepX.

Ilepen nBepbIO BCE CTUXIIO.

Yim?

B 3TOT >Xe MUT CTaBHM C OOPAaTHON CTOPOHBI JOMa BBI-
w6 ynapom. CeT ¢poHapsi BOpBaiCs BO Mpak, Ipobe-
>KaJl 1o 3aBasiaM, 3amep. Cparele gyxu! /IxeliHa no npu-
BbIYKe Hayaja MonMUThb IlokpoButens o momouy, HO CHOBa
obopsana cebs. ViBBapipl 3aroBopuau. Kro-rto, cyms mo
BCeMY, I1071e3 BHYTpb. PbIxyad semiis nopgaBanack. [hxeit-
Ha IIPOIIOJI3/IA TIOf, JOCKAMM emlé IIyO)Ke, CIBUHYMACH B CTO-

poHy.
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WpyT. llymar, nepeBopaduBaioT Bemu. bmoke. Empé
OfIVH BBIJIOX — 1 OHA BJPYT Hada/la BaIMThCA Kyfja-To IIy0-
’Ke. BHM3y okasamack mycrora — [IKelfHa CIIONI3/IA B AMY,
yCIIeB TOJIbKO IIPUKPBITh Ma[JOHbI0 Mu10. CBepXy 3amajanm
KOMbs 3eM/IV, YyTh He XOPOH: 3a1BO. UTOOBI He BCX/INII-
HYTb OT y>Kaca, OHa 3a)KMYPU/Iach ¥ CHOBA 3afiepyKajia JIbl-
xaHue. JIErkue ropeny oT HeXBaTKM BO3JyXa.

Ilocneguuit pas ckpunuyn non. Ynum. IIpomia Bed-
HOCTb. [I>KeliHa HaKoHell yOpasa ¢ JIMia 3eM/II0, HaCKOJIb-
KO IIO3BOJIMTIO MECTO, ¥ OCTOPOXXHO BfioxHyna. KocHymach
PYKOI1 TOTO, Ha 4éM JIeXKala, — U TYT K€ OTAEPHY/Ia PYKYy.
[Tanpupl Hallynaay 4TO-TO KPYIJIOe, C AbIpKaMM, IIOX0XKee
Ha... yepen! [DxeliHa 3axanma cebe poT, YTOOBI He BCKPUK-
HyTb. Tuxo. 9T0 Bcero nmumb koct. OHM HexxuBble. Hexn-
Bble!.. XOTb ObI 3TO He CTAJIO ¥ €€ MOTWION!

He B cunax 6onblue ciep>xuBartbces, [keilHa Hauasa Bbl-
Ouparbcs U3 3TOro XXyTKOro Mecra. Llersanace HorraMu 3a
3eMJII0, 3a JJOCKM IIO7Ia, MOATAHY/NACH U BbUIE3/Ia HaBEPX.

Bcé B moMme nepeBepHYIN BBEPX JHOM.

Omna nepernessna depes 3aBajibl U BBIOPATach U3 Y3KOTO
okHa. Jloxnb KoHumIcA. J[>KelfHa OTPAXHY/IACh U TTyOOKO
BJJOXHY/IA, HO TYT BIEPEM CHOBA pas3jajcsd IIyM H... HIE-
TOT.

I>KeliHa Ipyucena B TpaBe U U3 IOCIEIHUX CUJI CXKalla
Apo>Kalye KymaKiu.



OTYyadgHHBIN ITAQH

Spm( CKOJIb3HYJI C KPbILIN, CXBAaTUJI [eBYLIKY C3a-
IM, 3a)Kasl el pOT ¥ MUTOM YTalU/I 3a YIOl fioMa. A BOT
ceif4ac HYXHBI BCe €T0 COCOOHOCTH, YTOOBI YKPBITHCA OT
CTpaXKeit.

— Tuxo! 4 tebe HUUEro He chenalw.

He o6pamras BHMMaHNUA Ha OBIOLIYIOCA B PyKax IIEH-
HUIY, KOTOpasi BUENWIACh B €ro Ia/IbLibl ¥ IBITA/IACh YTO-
TO CHIABJICHHO CKa3aTh, DPUK IPUKPBLT [71a3a U MPeCTaBUT,
KaK CTaJl He3aMeTHBIM, CKpbI/I BCe UYBCTBA, 3MOLUM U 3a-
Mep. OH Tako >Xe, KaK OKPY)KAaIoIasA X HOYb — YEPHBI,
HeIIpOITIANHBIN, Heocsa3aeMblit. Illar 3a marom Opuk orrec-
Hu TuaHy emé fgasiblie U IMPaKTUIECKU YKPBII CBOUM Te-
JIOM, IIpMXaB K cTeHe. Ecy Obl He cuTyauus, aTo 66010 ObI
maxe mpuATHO. OmacHOCTb o6ocTpuiia Bce yyBcTBa. Korma
OfIVH M3 CTPAYKHMKOB NPOOEXKaT MUMO, PUK CJIeTKa OTIY-
CTWI JeBYIIKY U 3allleITal Ha yXO:

— Mbur1 Tebe He Bparu. [ToMHNb, B Kpenoctu cupenu?
Cyn? A tebs He yObl0, TONMbKO He opn. VM He cMeit 6exxaTh —
TOTOHIO.
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Tuana ormyméHHO Momyana, faxke He B3gporHyna. OH
ybOpan pyKy ¢ e€ pra, HO OHa He M3/lajla HU 3BYKa, TOJIb-
KO CMOTpe/Ia Ha Hero 3aTYMaHEHHBIMM KapyMM I/1a3aMy U
ABHO He IIOHMMAJIa, YeT0 OH XO4eT.

ToBoputh 6ecnonesno. JKectramu Ipuk mpukasaa MojI-
4arh ¥ ObICTpO moTtaimua Tuany 3a cob6oit. [locne ux Ha-
IJIOTO HAIafIeHNsI TOYHO 3a0bI0T TPEBOTY 11O BCEMY TOPOLY,
HO 3Ta 6e3yMHas aBaHTIOpa 3MOPOBO B30OApMIa, MpUAa-
Jla a3apTa ¥ HOBBIX ciJL. Vrpa Ha Kpaio IpOmacTy, ThIcAYa
TYTIBIX aKy/!

OPpUK OIIARBIBAJICA ¥ BMecTe ¢ HoBooOpaménnoit Crry-
JKUTEIbHUIIEN OTXOHVII BCE lajiblile B OKYTaHHBIN YEPHOTO
y3kuit gBop. OOpaTHBIT MyTh O yOeXMmIa BhIifIeT Ha I0-
PAMIOK JUIMHHEe, HO DPUK y>Ke IPUITA/eN Napy OTIMYHBIX
MeCT [IJisl YKPBITUIL.

Ha ero cuactbe, TO 11 [leBYIIKa OKa3anach IOHMMAIO-
mas, To M YeM OfypMaHeHHasd, HO C/IejoBajia 33 HUM IIO-
CTYIIHO U JlaKe TIOYTH He Memrana. TonbKo KOIrfa Ha Jopo-
re IIOKa3aJcs elé OfiMH COMAart, TnaHa Ha MUT 3aMepia, U
OpUKY IPUIIIOCh PE3KO MUXHYTh €€ Ha 0004nHYy. [leBy-
Ka CKaTWM/IaCh, YJapuIach HOTOI U IPOCTOHAIA OT 6071, HO
KpM4aTh He CTaja. YMHMIA.

OpHaKo CTPaKHUK MX BCE PaBHO YC/bIIIAL. DPUK Ipu-
KaJI Imajiel] K ry6aMm, Mo-IUIacTYHCKY IIPOIIOJ3 BIEPEs, OCTa-
BMB Ha cBOJ puck Tnany ogHy. CTpa)KHUK CIPBITHYII B IMY
Ha 0004YlHe, HO He YCIIel U OIIIHYThCA, KaK DPUK MOACEK
ero 1oj, KojeHu. VIBBapel ObUI CUIEH U yIIPsIM, yCIeNT He-
CKOJIKO pa3 BJIOMUTb KY/IAaKOM B CKYIy U JaKe BBIXBATWII
¢ nmosica kuHxxan. Ho Dpuk Obl1 6bICTpee ¥ pe3KuM yaapoM
pebpoM J1alOHY 110 TOPIIy 3acTaBWI TOTO PyXHYTb. JKaib,
Maruei He BOCIIONb30BaTbcsl — Cepble 3aCeKyT.

Ipuk ornanyncA. TnaHa cujena B KycTax, IOfKaB yIIN-
OJIEHHYIO HOTY, ¥ OTPELIEHHO I/IsAfe/Ia Ha HeTO U3 TEMHOTHI,
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He JIBUTAsCh ¢ MeCTa. DPUK OBICTPO CTAIIN/I M30[[PAHHYIO
U VICHAYKaHHYI0 B KPOBU OfI&XAY, CHAJI C conpara popMy un
OCTOPO>KHO HaTsAHY/ Ha ce6s1. IlogHsACA, OTPAXHYT MYHIUP
OT IpsA3Y, NOJOIIEN K TraHe U IPOTAHYI el TaloHb.

JleBylIKa IOCTYIIHO ONEpach Ha €ro pyKy U BCTasa.
Comypuack, OYATO CUIACH Pas3IIALETb ero JIydlle VN
IPOTHATh HaBaXk[leHMe, C Hell I 3TO MPOUCXOAUT, HO YET-
KO TIOHATH SMOLMM OBUIO CTIOKHO. A IUIEHHMIJAa OKa3anach
elé ¥ BecbMa CYMITaTMYHON Ha IMYMKO. DPUK pacIpaBU/I
€€ KaITIoIIOH U HaKNHY/I Ha TYyro 3aIIeTEHHBIE B OBE€ KOCBI
Bostochl. Oboppsitole YABIOHYIICS, @ IOTOM HAarHy/ICA Y HOf-
HSAJI C TPaBBI LUIANY conpaTta. EMy oHa npurogurcs 6osnblie:
OyzeT mpotie fOOPaTbCs 1O MeCTa, IUIATNA IPUKPOET JIUIIO,
a cepplit HapsAx TraHbl OTHYTHET TIOOOMBITCTBYIOIMX. 3a-
OJIHO CTOUT OIPOOOBATh, MOXKHO JIM TAKMM 00Pa3oM IO0-
OpaTbcsi O/IU3KO K KPEIIOCTH.

HO, K COXKaJ/IEeHIIO, 110 ITyTU, KPOME IIapbl MIA/IbHBIX 3a-
TY/IABIINX, HUKTO He IIOIAJICA, U, KOTZja y)Ke 6/M3UIoch K
paccBety, oM ¢ Tuanoit fobpeny 10 3a0pOIIEHHOTO OMa.
He B 106, KOHEYHO: YBOJA ¥ ITyTasi C/IEMBI, IPOOUPASCH XON-
MaMM U pefKUM HOAIecKoM y okpauHbl. Ho gouumm.

B mome 6b110 THXO. [I)KeHM TOMan?

Ho Hert, Ta, 6ygTO yCIbIaB MBIC/IN, IIOKa3a1ach U3-3a
KYCTOB, TsDKEJIO JibIIIa U NOoO/efHeB Kak cMepTh. OHa 4yThb
He Opocuiach eMy Ha Ilelo, KaK 3aMeTuIa, 4YTo0 DPUK He
OJIVIH.

— Bbl... HUKOrO He BcTpeTUN? — crpocuna [hxeinu,
MeJIJIEHHO BbIfIbIXasl.

— TIlmaBHOe, YTO Hac HUKTO He BCTPETUI, — JPUKY XBa-
TUIO CUJI Ha ycMelKy. — [la 4to y Tebst cnyunnocs?! Te
BCS B CaXKe.

— Crofa nIpuXoAWINn... s crpAranace BHU3y. OHM 710-
MaJi JiBepb, MICKa/I MEeH:, HO 5 NPOBANIACh B KaKO-TO
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MOJIBaJI... TOJIBKO 3TO He ITOJBaJI, a CaMasl HacTOsAIas MO-
ruial

— Mormma? ITokaxmu.

J>xeiiHa yIIpsAMO OCTaHOBM/IACH IIE€pPe]] JOMOM, a Ha JInlie
3aCThUI IEPEXUTHIN YKac.

— Hasaii yipém orcroga! Haitpém gpyroe mecto! 3nech
ObUIM UBBApIBL, 1. ..

— Taxk aT0 u 310poBO! — DpuUK HACTONYMBO MOATOI-
KHYJI e€ Iepeq; co00it, Ipofo/pKas AepKaTh Tuany 3a pyky.
XoTb Ta u Bena cebst CTpaHHO, OYATO B MOTYCHE, OHA SIBHO
YCIIOKOM/IACh, IPU3HaB B JI)KeliHe y>Xe 3HAKOMYIO COKaMep-
HUILTY.

— 3poposo?! MeHsA 4yTb... He noiiManu!

— OpuH pa3 npoBepuIN — 3HAYKT, OOJIbIIIE HE TIOII-
oyT, I>xeliHu, — 00BACHUI OH ycrano. — Tak 4To Ham
Be3éT. /laBall IMOKa>kM, 4YTO ThI Hamra. Bcé 6y;[eT HOP-
MaJIbHO.

[IpobpaBIunch BHYTPb MIEPBOTrO 3TaXa, INIOTHO YKPBITO-
r0 KOIIOTBHIO, DPUK OCTOPOXKHO JIOIIEN KO Pa3pbITON AMBI U
ocMoTpen KocTu. Iloxoxe, 3TOro 4yemoBeKka 3a YTO-TO CUJIb-
HO HEB3TI0OM/IN U OOSMNCh — CYAiA 10 HETPOHYTOI TONKOM
Mebenu. JJlaxke BopoBaTh He moje3nu. [JoMm COXIM m3-3a
x03smHa? XOTs KTO-TO IBITAJICS €T0 3aXOPOHUTD, BUIVIMO,
BTOPOILSX.

IToxm pyxu BApYyT momanach Kpyrias MTYKOBMHA, DPUK
OTPAXHY/I 3eM/II0 ¥ TIOfHAN. YOeqUBIINCD, YTO OOJIbIIe HN-
Yero I0JIe3HOTO ¥ MHTEPEeCHOro TaM HeT, OH HaKOHell fajl
3HAK BbIIE3TH HapyxXy. Ha Tycknom cBeTy ymamoch pac-
CMOTpeTb HOFHYTbIﬂ n HOHapaHaHHbe/I MegaZIbOH U3 MEN-
HOJI TracTHbl. Ha o6paTHOI CTOpOHe BUIHENCS CIabblit
PUCYHOK U KaKMe-TO 3aKOPIOUKIL.

— Yr0 9T10? — JIXeltHa mofolIIa O/yKe U B3sIa Jpu-
Ka 3a JIaJlOHb.
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— HaBsepHoe, 3mech Korga-To COXIN KONAYHA, MOXET,
JaXke MeCTHbIe ¥ 0CO0O0 3aIlyraHHble, — 3ayM4MBO OTO-
3BaJICsl OH, Ha BCAKMIL C/Ty4Yail CYHYB MeJa/lIbOH B KapMaH. —
Ila, KaxeTcs1, MBBApIIbI TOXKE He OYEHb-TO HAC II0OAT. Vném
HaBepX.

II>keliHa CIIOpUTD He CTajIa ¥ MOCIYIIHO BCKapabKanach
Ha 4epfiaK. IDPUK JlaXKe YCMEXHY/ICA — y>Ke Hayumsiach 3a
3T JHU. A caM IOMOT BJIe3Tb 1uaHe, IeTKO e€ IPUIIOHAB
3a HOTU U NOficaZiuB Ha BBICTyHarmomuii Kpai. Hamocmemox
OIJISIHYJICA, HE CIVILKOM JIY HaTOITA/NIN C/IENOB, IONPaBUI
IPUMATBIC BETKY VM TOXKe 3a0pasics HaBepx.

Truana B 9T0 BpeMs y>Ke OTIOM3/IA M MIPIIKATACh K CTeH-
Ke. B TeMHOTe 4epmaka TONKOM ObIIO He PasI/IAfeTh /NI,
No6IECKMBaIN TOMBKO OOJbIINe I7Ta3a.

II>KkeitHa, KaXKeTcCsd, YK€ OTABIIIANACh IIOCTIE CBOETO
CTpaxa U Tellepb C yAUBIEHNEM CMOTpe/a Ha HOBYIO Ofie-
XKy DpuKa. DPUK BBIIPAMMIICA U TOXKe OrsAfen cebs. Yeép-
HBIII MYH/IUD IJIOTHO CHJeN Ha CBET/ION pybaxe, XOTs TEM-
HO-Cepble LITAHBI IIPM 9TOM ObUIM Ha pa3Mep Oosblile, 4eM
Hago. Ho Ha BpeMsa — COMIET.

— JlapHO, IeBOYKM, — DPUK CHSI LULANY 1 OPOCHT eé
Ha I10J1, — Telepb Bbl MOXKeTe mo6onTath. [JaBait, [ xeitn,
HonpoOYit Th, a TO MeHsA TMaHa CIIyIIaTh, BUJHO, He TOPUT
xenmaHueM. — OH y/IBIOHYIICSA, IPOXPOMAJI IIapy IIAroB U O
B3/I0XOM OIYCTWICS Ha IO HENO#anéKy. — A s, C Ballero
MIO3BOJIEHNs, IEPENOXHY.

Ha Tuany, ogHako, He IOJEICTBOBAIO €T0 JIPY>KeNlio-
6ue. OHa 3aTpaBJIEHHO 1 C KaKJM-TO OIIO3/aHJeM IIPOBOLY-
JIa €T0 B3IJIANOM, a IIOTOM YCTaBU/Iach B CTOPOHY [I>KeIHBI.

— IIpocty 3a 3TO, HO THI HAM OY€Hb HY>KHa. — J>KeilHa
TPAXHY/Ia TOTIOBOY, YOMpast yIaBIIYIO YEIKY, ¥ MIOIBITA/IACh
TOBOPUTDH MEJJIEHHO, Y€TKO IPOM3HOCSA C/IOBA HAa SHAPUII-
CKOM, HO TuaHa cMoTpesna C IIOJIHBIM HellOHMMaHueM. —
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Tel Mo>xemb HaMm omMoub? HaM Hy>kHa TBOA momoib. Mbl
Te6s He TPOHEM, TOJIbKO HY>KHO CHe/IaTh Koe-4To... Ecim To
IIOMOXelllb, — JI>KeliHa npofosKana nonblTku. — Iloxa-
Ay¥icTa.

Emé Ha Heckonbko (ppa3 TuaHa mouTn He pearuposaa,
I7IA7S1 U3 CBOETO YTJIa, TOKa JPUK He MOJOUIEN U He IPOo-
BEJI Iepeqt e€ MUIIOM TafoHblo. Torja nieHHNIa OYHy/Iach,
B3/IPOTHY/Ia U TPOM3HEC/IA Ha TOMAaHOM 3HAPUIICKOM:

— J... He... He...

Ja 4to ¢ Heit TaM cuenanu? ITO BCeX HOBOOOPAIEHHBIX
CepbIX Tak TpACET, KaK OyATO OfypMaHWIN YeM B JeMOHO-
BBIX XpaMax? [IxertHa 6ecrioMoliHo o6epHyIach Ha JpuKa.
OH TsXeno B3/IOXHYII, IPUCET Ha KOPTOYKM HAIIPOTUB I10-
XUILEHHOM JeBYIIKYM U BKPaJdMBO 3arOBOPUII:

— TbI Beib MeHA OHMMAeIlb, He TaK 1n?

Tuana npopomkana Mom4aTh. pUK HECKONBKO pas IIEN-
KHY/ IajbliaMy nepey; e€ MuIoM. 3aMeTuI, KaK JPOrHyIn
pecHmIbl. briectenu B TeMHOTe 6e/IKM I71a3, Telepb OHA He
CBOJMIIA C HETO B3ITIAJA.

— Oit! HaM o4eHb HY)XHO IPOOPATLCA B TIOPHMY M BBI-
TalUTb OTTYZA OHOTO... YeI0BeKa. V1 4eM paHbllle MbI 3TO
caenaeM — TeM ay4dme. [Tomorm — 1 MbI cpasy OTIyCTUM
Tebs1 ¢ MupoM. S oberaro.

IIbITassch JOOUTHCA €€ TMOTHOTO BHMMAHNA U PACIIONO-
XUTD K cebe, DpUK Me[JIeHHO B3s/1 TuaHy 3a pyKy, JIeTKO
CKaB B /1afjoHAX. OH 00paTwI BHMMaHNe Ha TOHKOeE 3aIli-
CTbe: Tellepb TaM OblIa KPyroBas TaTyupoBKa ¢ memnbio. Ho
OT IIPUKOCHOBeHN: TuaHa, HA060POT, TOIBKO OTIIPSHYIIA, A
3aTeM BCKOYW/IA Ha HOTU U, 4YTb IPUTHYB T'OJIOBY, IIpVDKa-
7Iach BCEJ CIMHOM K CTEHE.

— Jlyume oroitfu, ThI, IO-MOEMY, €€ TOJIBKO IyTa-
elllb, — OTTOJNKHY/A ero [xeiiHa. OPUK XMBIKHYJI, TIOHSAI-
Cs1 Ha HOTM ¥ OTOILEN B JaJIbHUII YTOTT YepaKa.
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— Tnana, — cHOBa monpo6oBana MeIIeHHO M YETKO
roBoputh [IxeiiHa, — HaM HY>KHO NONIacTh B BepHpapu ¢
TBOel nomo1bio. Bepupapu. [lonnmaemn?

B nepsbiit pas Tuana cpearnpoBasa Ha cI0Ba OCO3HaH-
HO, B3/IPOTHY/Ia, 3aMOpraaa. A IOTOM, KaKeTcs, pa3o6paB
3HAKOMOE CJIOBO, CTIeTKa KMBHYIIA.

Yepes HEKOTOpOe BpeMs MY4YMUTE/IbHOIO pasroBopa ¢ Io-
MOIIBIO )KECTOB ¥ 3HAKOB VM YA/IOCh JOOUTBCA ycIexa.

— Korga? — cnipocuna Tnana exgsa pas6opunso.

Hy u aknenr y stux cesepsan! Ho XoTb 4T0-TO OHa 3Ha-
€T I10-3HAPUICKIU.

— CeropHA Be4epoM, — OTBETWUI DPIUK, IOTepeB co6-
CTBEHHOE 3aIIAICTbe.

— Hpet, — oHa 6BICTPO 3aMOTaIa TONTOBOIL.

— Yro 3HaUUT — HEeT?! — OH BOIPOCUTETILHO IOBEp-
HYJICS1, IPUIIOLHSAB OPOBIL.

— Ceropssa, — C 3aIIMHKO} BBITOBOPWJIA OHA HEIpU-
BBIYHOE CTIOBO, — HbeT. Henmp3s.

— Jla xakoro TémHOro?! — DpMUK MOBBICUI TONIOC, 3a-
OBIBIIINICD, @ TOTOM CHOBA Iepelé Ha MPUITYILIEHHBI 11é-
noT: — MBI He MOXXeM KJath Jonro. Bpemenn B 06pes!

OHa, KaxxeTcs, CHOBAa HMYETO He MOHANA.

— Tuana, — MArko npusexna JIxeiHa k cebe eé BHU-
MaHne. — [lodemy Het? Ilouemy cerogHs — Henb3A?

— Apnuruc, — nporosopuia Tuana.

OPUK XOXOTHYIL:

— 9T0 4TO emié 3a MpoKIATHe?!

— ApHuruc... ApHuruc... HemHoro mnoxoxe Ha
Halre, — 3ab6opmotana [IxeitHa. — Kakoit cerofHs jeHb? —
IIOBEPHY/IACh OHA K JPUKY, MOJCYNTHIBAA YTO-TO B yMe.

— BocemHapnaThIil IeHb OCEHN.

OPpUK 3HAJ 9TO TaK ACHO, Kak cBOE mMA. Jaxke ecm ObI
XOTeJI 3a0bITh — He MOT, BeIb KaXX/Ibli1 leHb IPUOJIVDKAT ero
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K )XYTKOMY CPOKY, KOTOpBIJI HasHa4un Bepxosubui. M o
3TOTO CPOKA OCTABA/IOCh BCETO TPy Hefenm!

— 3HayuT, OHM 371ech, B VIBBape, TOXXe MpasgHYIOT, —
B3goxHya JxeitHa. — [Jlenp ITamsaTu, 60mb1I0i feHb s
Cnyxureneil. Ilo kpaiiHell Mepe, Y Hac TaK Npa3JHOBaIN B
Carappe. MoxkeT, 103ToMy OHM TnaHy Kyga-To Benm?

Ho Opuk Tompko BCKMHYNM OpoBH, He MOHMMAsA, Kak
IIPasIHMK IIOMENIAeT UX IIaHY.

— Jla Ha Bammx KopcakmuiicKux ocTpoBax ero 4to, He
OTMEYAIOT, YTO /n¢ — yauBuUIach [xeiina. — Byper mon-
HOo Cnyxuresneit, monumaemb? OHM HaBepHsAKa IO y/Iu-
1JaM IOMAYT C IIECTBMEM, C OTHAMU U CBe4aMI. MbI HUKY-
na He npoitéM. Ectp Takas nerenga o6 Youd u bpynuape,
IBYX 3aMYy4eHHBIX, 3AKOBaHHbBIX B LI€IIM CBATDHIX, YbM MO-
nuTBbl ycnbiman Ilokposurenb. VIMEHHO ¢ TOV KasHM BCe
Cny>xuTeny HecyT Ha cebe Ieyarb MaMATY — TaTYMPOBKU
¢ Henblo Ha 3anAcTbe. Kak ceityac y Tuanpl. Kak y mensa
IO/DKHA ObITa OBITD... — ITTyXO 3aKOHYNMIIA CBOIO pedb OHA.

OPpUK IHYN KycOK 06Topenoi 6epecTsl ¥ MPUHANIC XO-
IUTD IO Yep/laKy, Pa3sMbILIIASA:

— [Jypauxnit npasgauk. J/lagao. Moxert, K nydiuemy,
oHU OymyT He Tak 6auTenbHBL. Hy>XHO OTHOXHYTbH, TOTOM
OynmeM JyMaTb.

Hauano ceerarb. Onu ynernmuco Ha nom: Tuana cxxamach
B KOMOK, yCTPOMBIINCD Jja/ibllle BCEX OT /1a3a, y CTEHbI IIPU-
Tuxsa J[>KeitHu, a y CaMoro BbIXOfIa PAaCTAHY/ICA JPUK, OCTa-
BUB PAJOM KIMHOK. OH IONOXWU/ICA Ha CBOM CIyX U 9YThE,
KOTOpBIe JO/DKHBI TTOfICKa3aTh 06 omacHocTn. Ilo kpaitHeit
Mepe, paHblle MOYTK He nopgsoauau. He cunrad Toro 3mo-
IIOJTy9HOTO IHA B ApKeTape, KOIfla BCE BBIIIO CIMLIIKOM
HeyzadHo... Ho 6omblne Opuk He CTaHeT Tak [JOBEPATh Ma-
TMYeCKOMY 4yTbIo, KoTopoe Cepble MOTYT 3aIIpOCTO 000¥i-
TH. A BOT BCHOMHUTD HAaBBIKM BbKMBAHMUA B [DKYHITIAX I10-
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JIe3HO — YTOOBI YC/IBIIIATD MaJISHIINIL IOPOX WM YyXKOe
nbixaHue 3a cryHoll. CHoBa cTaTh 3BepeM. ONVHOKNM 1 OT-
YasHHBIM.

I'ne-To o4YeHb Jja/eKo IIbUIN 3BYKM TOCK/IMBOI MY3bIKI
Y1 TyJI TOJIIBL, HO /IO 3TOJI II03a0BbITON OKPAMHbI IIPA3JHNK He
mo6pancs. VI xopouro. Bckope BepHYyIach CIIOKOIIHAs TIpef-
paccBeTHas TUILMHA.

CrycTs HeKOTOpoe BpeMs, IOKa ellé ObUIO OCTaToY-
HO TUXO0, IpUK Bcex pazdynmn. OHM OCTOPOXXHO BBIOpAINCh
U3 IoMa I OCTAHOBM/IVICh B 3apOCTIAX KyCTapHUKA Y 3aiHeN
CTeHBI, KOTOpasl BIUIOTHYIO IIPMMBbIKajIa K BBICOKOI CKaJe.
EcTb X0Tenoch AuKO, HO 9TO 4yTh mo3xe. IToka B romose
KPYTMWICA IUIaH, KaK IPONMTY B KPEIOCTb U JOOPaThCs 10
Anexca. O6ocTpunuch Bce 4yBcTBa. [InaH kasancs cosep-
IIEHHO AMKMM, HO OO/IbIION /n ceiryac BbiOop? la 1 TepAThb
II0YTH HEYETO — CMEPThb U 663 TOT'O OBbIIINT B 3aTbIJIOK.

PacumctuB He6OMBLION KYCOYEK OT OCBIMTABIIENICS /TN-
CTBBI U IOXKYX/ION TPaBbl, DPUK OIYCTU/ICA Ha 3eMJII0 U 110
maMATY HAYePTH/I BETKOM Ha 3emiie T1aH Bepupgapnm. JIxeii-
Ha IIPYCTaIbHO HAaO/I0fja/Ia 3a HUM IIOKPAaCHEeBIIMMI OT He-
TOCBIIA I7Ia3aMM U JlaXKe M3pefiKa IOIpaB/isAsa, e/ CInTa-
J1a, 9TO OH Tfie-TO Omm6Cs.

OpuH pa3 DpuK B3IIAHYNI Ha He€ C JIOOOIBITCTBOM.
I>keliHa 3akaTajma pyKaBa, OOHaXXMB TOHKME 3aIACThs,
CKpecTHIa HOTY U BHUMaTeIbHO U3y4asna KapTy. OTpociune
BOJIOCHI ITafla/IN Ha 100, JOCTaBasA O 3aKyLIEHHbIX Iy0, a
TOHKasl, YyTh PacCTETHyTas pybalika Oonblie He CKpbIBala
TPYyAb, HeOOBINYI0, HO OKPYIIyIo. [)KeliHa IepecTrana CTpo-
UTb U3 ce0s MallaHa, TIIATe/IbHO 3aMaThIBaThCA B TPAIKY 1
poOKoO mpATaTh I71a3a. DpUK YCMeXHY/CA. bpta Takas fo-
BepuuBasd U MOCTyIIHAA cBoeMy IIoKpoBMTeIO Kpoxa, a Te-
nepb — HaJlo Xe! — CUANT ¥ XTTaJTHOKPOBHO CTPOUT IIJIaHbI
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MOXMIIEHVS] IPEeCTYIHNKA U3 TIOPbMBI U OYATO OB HUYETO
He 6outcs. VI Bcé pagu Anekca?

INo-nmpexxHemy Tuxas TuaHa cupena MeXy HUMU, IIOJ0-
6paB Horu nox ce6s1. Tonbko BCé yalie mocMaTpuBaia Kak-
TO CTPAaHHO Ha DPMKA U €r0 TBOPUECTBO, HO Mom4dasa. Eé
IUTOTHBII Cepblil 6amaxoH M TSDKEBI IUIAIL ¢ KAIIOIIOHOM
celfyac Kasalaicb YMECTHBIMU: OHM 3alLUIIAMN OT IPOMO3-
IJIOTO IpefpacCBETHOTO TYMAaHA, U B €ro IVIaHe OHM TOXKe
IpUTOnATCA. [leBylIKe ABHO CTaJIo Ty4Ille: OHA OXKWIA, IPU-
1a B ce6s 1 IOKa He IBITa/ach HUKY/A OeXaTh.

Ila v Bpsj M cMor/Ia O6bl: HeCMOTPSI Ha €€ CIIOKOIIHOe
HoBeJleHNe, DPUK CTapascsa He BBINYCKaThb [MaHy U3 MO
3peHust ¥ ObIT HACTOPOXKe, Opocast KOPOTKMeE B3ITISABI. Psi-
moM 6e3 HOXKeH yexxan AmnHHbI Med. Ho TruaHa, moxoxke, u
IIpaBJia CMUPUIACh CO cBOUM IonoxkeHueM. Ilosepuna, 4To
OHM He JKEaloT eil 3/1a u oTiycTtAT! OfuH pa3s OHa flaxe
BMeIIIaJIaCh, YTOOBI MONPABUTh HAPVICOBAHHYIO JOPOTY, KO-
TOpas Be/a K KPernocTH, M M3SMEHNIA e€ HallpaB/ieHne. DPUK
KMBHYII, COITIAIIAACD.

— Hy, Bor Tak. Yto-TO B 3TOM pojge. — OH ornagen
CBOE XYNOXECTBO, MONyNEXa Ha TpaBe U CKIOHUB TOJIOBY
Ha0OK, a IIOTOM He[JOBOJIbHO MOBEN Iiedamn. Boernast ¢pop-
Ma ObI1a HENPUBBIYHOMN, CIMIIKOM CTPOTOil OfIeXK/I0M, OHA
CKOBBbIBa/Ia CBOOOJHbIE, pa3MaIlNCThbIe JBVKEHMS, U, He-
CMOTpS Ha IPOX/Iafly, DPUK HAIIOJIOBMHY PAaCCTEeTHY/I TYTOM
MYHAUP, OCBOOOX/Ias IO U TUIeYN.

ITopHsm rosoBy U CHOBa BCTpPeTM/I B3I/IAL TuaHbI, Ha
ceil pa3 Kyaa 6osee XUBOII M IPUCTATbHBIA. UTO, HEYXKTO
3Ta GpopMa Tak eMy K IuIy? IpMUK CBEPKHY/ Ha IEBYIIKY
IJIa3aMM M MIOAMUTHYL. Ta oTBepHYy/Iach, Kycas Iy0bl, a Ts-
JK€/ble, BIa)KHbIE OT TyMaHa KOCbI CKOJIb3HY/IU IO IIJIeYaM.
Hlo ero ciyxa foHEccA NOPBIBUCTBIN B3OX.

— Yro Tenepb? — HeTepnenuso crpocuna [IxerHa.
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OpUK 3aAyMUNBO IIPOYEPTIUII )XMPHBIN KpecT TaM, Ife
OHJ HaXOAWIUCD, ¥ IIPUHAJICA PacCyKAaTh:

— Wrak, MbI 35ech, Ha camoM otimbe. OTcropa no Bep-
ma... Bepupapu... [leMoHBI, HY 9TO 32 Ha3BaHMeE, TOTbKO UB-
Baplbl MOI/IM TaKOe IPUAYMaTh! — DPpUK fiaXKe cIOMa Ma-
TOYKY ¥ IPUHANCA UCKaTh HOBYIO. — Tak, magHo. OTcrofa
UATY He MeHbllle IIOyTOpa 9acoB, a TO U Bce ABa. Ecim ara
nopora UAET BAOMb MOPs, — TYT DPUK KOPOTKO B3ITIAHYI
Ha Tuany, emeé pas MOBTOPUI CBOIO Ppasy U KOKIANCA OT
Heé poOKOro KMBKa, a 3aTeM Ipopo/mkun: — Torma 6ymem
Tep>KaTbCsA 3TOM YacTU TOPOAA, HaJlesACh Ha MIYMHBIE IIOP-
TOBbIe paitoHbl. OOBIYHO TaM JIIOHO, CYeTIBO ¥ TPSA3HO.
To ecTb TO, 4TO HAMO.

— A maTpynu? — HelOBE€pYMBO yTOYHMIA [IKeliHa.

— Dbynem nep>xarbcs TeHM U He 71€3Tb Ha OTKPBIThIe Me-
cra. Ho TyT Bea Hagexxna Ha Tuany. 5 6yny conpoBo>xpaThb
U ATV BIUIOTHYIO, IJTAaBHOE, YTOOBI OHA He BBI3BaJIA IIOJ0-
3peHmnii.

OPpUK, COLYpUBIINCH, Opocu Ha TuaHy odepenHO uc-
IBITYIOLIMIA B3I/IAJ, CYUTHIBAA C €€ INIiA U SMOLIUIL, YTO OT
He€ MOXHO >XJaTb. Celidac OHa BBIpa)Kajla IIOKOPHOCTDb U
CMUpeHIe, HO KTO 3HAaeT, He C/le/IaeT JIM B pellaloluil Mo-
MEHT KaKYIO-TO ITTylIOCTb?

Wpes cmactu Anekca U3 TIOpbMBI Ka3anach Bcé 6pefo-
Bell. Pyck orpoMHBbIiL, a IaHC... HUKAKOIL. JpUK ObI 3acMe-
AJICA cefyac caM Hafi co00if, HO He XOTe/lIOCh BIOHATD JeB-
4OHOK B naHuky. [IneBars! Byap uto Oyzer!

— MW 4gto, THI XO4Yemb CONTYU 3a UMBBapua? — JkeiiHa
U3ydarmlle yCTaBuIach Ha Hero. — Ho TbI coBceM He OXOX!

— A Tak? — OpUK CABMHYII LAY eIIé HIDKe Ha INII0
U HaxXMypwu1 OpoBM, NOApakass HeyAbIOUMBBIM JINIIAM Ha
yauie.

JI>xeliHe 3TO Becenbe IBHO He IIOHPaBU/IOCh.
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— Opux! Tol ke caM 3Haemb, Kak Bcé onacHo. Iloma-
Oémbcs — Tebsa KasHAT! A IOTOM U MeHs, U e€é. MoxKelllb
TBI XOTb VIHOT/Ia OBITH cepbé3Hee?

— Cepnésnee, [xeitnn? — OH NPUNIOAHACH, ONIepPEB-
IIVCh HAa OffHY PYKY. — TbI HeICTBUTENBHO XOUelllb, YTOOBI
51 6611 cepbésHee? CHaéTcsi MHe, B TOCTIENHMIT pa3 Tebs1 9TO
CKOpee UCIIYTaJIo.

OH ces1 pOoBHO 1 B3IISAHY/ Ha Heé B yIIOp, CTepeB IpH-
BBIYHYIO HACMELIIMBOCTD. T1aHa, cupieBlIas pAOM, ITOJBU-
HYy/Iach Tenepb O/mpke K JI>keliHe, CIOBHO MINA 3AIUTHI.

— Ilocnmymaii-ka, JI>KeliHM, — CIIOKOHO 3arOBOPWII
OPpUK, OLyTUB BCeil KO>Kell OTTOIOCKM CTpaxa UX obenx. —
A ne xemaro Bam 37a. ITpocTo MaHCOB BBKUTD Y MEHH, KaK
3Haellb, ¥ TaK HeMHOro. Tak fait MHe HacIaAUTbCs 3TOI,
BO3MOXKHO IIOC/Ie[IHEl, aBaHTIOPOJL. B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, 5 elé
HMKOI/]a He BBITACKMBAJI HUKOTO 13 TIOPbMBI, TeM 6oree Ta-
KOI1 0c06011 1 oxpaHseMoii, kak Bepupapu. He Troppma —
KpenocTb. Ho B MMupe HeT HMYero HeBO3MOXKHOTO, ara?

I>xeitHa Mo&XMnach, HO HOCTONHO BbIfiEpXKajna ero
B3IJIAIfI, TOJIBKO 9yTh BCKMHY/IA MTOA00POOK, Xpabpsich.

— 3HauuT, TBOV IUIaH — Ipoiit B Bepupapu nop Bu-
IOOM COJaTa, KOTopblit conposoxpaaer Cinyxurena? Ho
€C/IY CIIPAIINBATh HAYHYT?

— Pasb6epémcs.

— A 40 6yny menarb A°?

— CupleTb B YKpBITUM U JKJATh.

— Ho...

— HamM B Tonbko nmomMemnraems. Kakoit cmbicn? JIyd-
1Ie TOACTPAXyellb ¥ IIOMOXKellb 0eXaThb, €C/IM YTO He TaK.

— Hanpumep?

— Hanpumep, Anekca y>xe youau, ¥ Mbl COBEpIIEHHO
HaIpacHO PUCKyeM >XM3HAMMU. JIn60 ero mpocTo MOXKeT He
OBITH B 9TOJI TIOpbMe. VM ¢ HUM y>Ke YTO-TO CHeNai. ..
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II>xeilHa BCTPEBOYKEHHO NPUIIOAHAIAC, COOMPAsACH CIIO-
PUTD, HO DPUK ONEPENNUT BOSMYLIEHNA:

— JlagHO-MaHO, CAMlD, S IPOCTO TePeYMCINI BapuaH-
Thl. S 3Hal0, 4TO 3TO U B MOMX MHTEpecax, U Clenain BCé
BO3MO>KHOE, HO HafIo OBITh TOTOBBIM KO BCAKOMY. IlmaH, B
06111eM-TO, He coBceM 6e3Haféra, aBoCh U MOBe3ET. BbIKpy-
TUMCA.

— Kak jjonro MHe XJaTh B yKpBITUM? — IJIyXO CIIPOCU-
71a HOBOMCII€YE€HHAsA HallapHMIIA.

— Iloka MBI Tyfa He IpUIEM.

— Aecmn...
— A ecnmum — Torga CyTKM, — KOPOTKO CKasal JPUK
U HMOJHSJICS, NOTAHYBIINCh. — VIuTe HaBepx, 51 BEpHYChb

mo3xxe. Hamo emé koe-4To mogroToButh. JJHEM OTChIIIaeM-
¢4, BbIXOAMM K HouM. IIpocnenu 3a Hell, — KMBHY/ OH Ha
Tuany un 6ecmyMH0 Mcue3 3a CKaJIoil.

BepHyrncs B oM DpuK BMecTe ¢ paHHUMHU CYMepKaMI.
Beixoanth ejé ObI10 paHo, HO OH BAPYT C YAVBICHUEM YBU-
men Hecrisyto Tuany. [leByIka cusiesia Ha Tpase, B TOM Me-
CTe, Ile OHM yTpoM depTuan kaprty. OpgHa! [IxeitHa Moria
IIPpOLUIANINTD X APAarogeHHylo INIEHHUITY, HO Ta KaKMM-TO
9yIoM He cOexara.

OPpUK MOAKPAJICA TUXO, YTOOBI He CIIyTHYTb e€. MoxerT,
CTOUT KOCHYTbCA Maruem mu IIpOBEPUTD, YTO YAEpP>KMBaE€T
Tuany ot nmobera, MO>KHO 71 eit Beputh? OmacHo, HO MOKa
psamom Hukoro u3 Cepbix... Ecin eé TombKo Benu Ha o0psif
MOCBAILEHN S, MOXKET, OHA elI€ IIOJBIACTHA €T0 BAMSIHUIO!
ITorpysuBwmuch B IpUBBIYHOE, C/IETKA U3MEHEHHOE COCTO-
HIle, DPUK HOOLIEN COBCEM ONM3KO, KaK BAPYT IIOYYBCTBO-
BaJl XOKEHUe B IPOK/ATON TaTyuposkKe. Ilokasanock, 4To
Maryu:A, KoTopas Bcerjga 6I)I}Ia BTOPbBIM [IbIXaHMEM, ITY/IbCU-
pPyeT KaK-TO HelpaBU/IbHO U CTPAIlHO. 3aTMEBANIO PasyM,
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Kpy>unaco ronosa. He ymep»xaBiinch, DpuK CXBaTU/ICA 32
TOHKUII CTBONI OCUMHBI. TOT TYT Xe IeperoMMUICS HOJ, ero
HATMCKOM, 2 DPUK YIIajJ Ha 3eMJII0 U IIPOIIOPOJI TAJJOHb 10
KPOBH.

Bcé cHOBa 3aiBOMIOCH U 3aTPOMJIOCH TIepe] I/1a3aMyl, Kak
torga B nogsajie y CepbIX. 3aX7IeCTHY/I IOTOK HEBHATHBIX
9yBCTB, CTPaX, TOCKA, TATa U OOJIb, a eIIé — CTpaIIHOe, JUKOe
OIIMHOYEeCTBO, TAKOE, YTO OT HEer0 BbIBOpPAYMBaeT HAM3HAHKY
mymry. Uto sa MemannHa? Yb€ 31O U IIe, MaTb €ro, OH cam?!

OPpUK 3aKpbUI I71a3a U IIBITAJICS JBIIIATH, ITTYOOKO M PUT-
MUYHO, Bo3Bpainas cebs. OcTpoe omyiieHne, 4T0 OH ObUT
Ha Kparo 4€pHOI1, 6e3OHHOI IPONACTH, TOTOBOII IIOIIOTUTH
ero 6e3 ocraTka... yXOuIo.

Tuana okasanmach psAnOM, OIYCTUIACh HA KOJIEHN. DPUK
TPAXHY/ TOJIOBOI1, TOHsI IPOYb AYPHOI TYMaH, IPUILENT B
ce6s, xmapb orcrynuna. O emé >xusoit! KuBoii, meMoHbI
ero no6epu! Hamrynas pykoit 3eMyr0, pUK IPUIOTHSICA
U CeJl, B3IVISIHYB JeByliKe B muuo. OHa )Ke coBceM Helas-
HO 60s71ach €ro, Kak CTPAIIHOTo JeMoHa-KonpyHa. OHa xe
Cepas u ceifyac JO/KHA OXOTUTDHCA HA TaKUX, Kak oH... Ho
Tuana cupena BIJIOTHYIO, @ HIOTOM BOIIPOCUTE/IBHO KMBHY/IA
Ha JTaJIOHb, 13 KOTOPOI II/Ia KPOBb.

Opuk ycmexHyncs. OHa He 3HaeT, Kak OBICTPO Ha HEM
3a)XIMBAIOT PaHbL, A 3TO ¥ BOBCe LlapalnyHa.

Tuana nmpuBcTana u KOTAHYNIACH O LIMPOKOIUCTHON
TpaBbl, 3a4eM-TO COpBaja 3aKPYIJIEHHBI MUCTOK. M ke-
cTamy nokasana: «IIpumnoxn». A moTom emié HaCTONYINBO
TaK IIPOTAHY/IA U IIpYDKajla cBoell maflonbo. He yrepsxamach
¥l Ka4HY/Iach CIIMIIKOM O/M3KO K HeMY, 00aB efiBa yIOBM-
MBIM 3aIIaXOM XPaMOBBIX OTarOBOHMIT ¥ OIM30CTHIO YKEH-
CKOTO TesIa.

Jlonruii, CIMIIKOM JONTUIT MeCALl B IIyTH U Ha 6OPTY
IaBas o cebe 3HAaTh. DPUK OCTAONT PYKY, Ha KOTOPYIO OIM-
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paJics, M OHU 3aBAJIMJIMCh IIPAMO Ha 3€MJII0 B MATKUI BOPOX
nucTheB. TaHa cllaB/IeHHO OXHY/IA, KOIZla OKa3aaach CBep-
Xy, HEBOJIbHO IIpyKaB Ipuka coboit. [TonbiTanmacy orcTpa-
HUTBCS, HO OH y)Ke MATKO IPUBJEK eé K ceOe, He JaB 9TOTO
cpenarb. IIpoBén pykamMu 110 Taluy U BBIILE, YyBCTBYA Ha
cebe TSDKeCTb U MATKOCTD TPYAM, HAIPsDKEHNe U ITOPBIBY-
CTO€ JIbIXaHMe, C KOTOPBIM JIEBYIIKA IIbITa/IaCh OCBOOONUTD-
€A M 4TO-TO CKa3aTb.

— HbeT, — efBa c/IBIIIHO BRIJOXHY/IA OHA €MY Ha YXO.

KpoBb yXe cTy4asa B BUCKaX, F'HajIa )XKellaHMe U HeTep-
IeHye MO Telmy. 3acTéXKa Ceporo IIalla, OKYThIBAIOIIEro
UX 000MX, TIOA/Ja/Iach JIETKO. DPUK CAEPHY/ €r0 Ha 3eMITIO 1
IepeBepHYJICs, OKa3aBIINCh CBEPXY. MefoBble Kyp! B KO-
Cax pacTpenaauch U pacchlammch, OTKPBIB OIelHOe, HO C
APKMM pyMAHLEM JINIO. BCTpeBOXXEHHBIN U BMECTE C TEM
OTYAsHHBII Kapuil B3MIAA. MaHsIle ropey ryobl, 4TO-TO
IIeNTa/IM Ha MBBAPCKOM, HIYEro He pa3oOpaTb.

Opuk omyctunca Hwke. Ero majjonb cHoBa mpoIiach
0 Ta/my, 10 6efpy, ¢ KOTOPOTo OTYACTY CHO3/IA IVIOTHAA
TKaHb ceporo ofesHuA. [lypankoe, CIMIIKOM JAIMHHOE I/Ia-
The IaBHO XOTENOCh CTAHYThb. DPUK HALYIIAJ PAL IIYTOBUL]
c6boky. TnaHa cxasa ero ajjoHb, He AaBas 3a0paTbCs BBILIE,
HO OH TOJIbKO IIPM/IBHYII K €€ ryb6am.

OH noYyBCTBOBAJ, KaK Ta B3POTHY/IA NIOf] €T0 pyKaMU,
KaK Kap KOCHyJcA 1 €€ muua. [JpasHAmle NpoBEN A3bIKOM
10 ry6aM, 9yTh IIPUKYCUI HVDKHIOK ¥ TOJIBKO IIOTOM Ha MUT
OTCTPaHUICA:

— Hbper? — pasropsA4€HHDIN, OH BCE XK€ B3ITAHY/ BO-
IIPOCUTEJIBHO.

Kapue rimasa 6ombire He 6butM TyMaHHBIMYUL. OHM TOpey
JIMXOPAJ0YHO, TOPEN, KaK U IEKM, ¥ Ha MUT JPUKY IIOKa-
3aJ10Ch, UTO OHA, KaK 1 OH, y)Ke He BIJe/a CBoero Oymyie-
ro. beino Tonmbko ceriyac.
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Celtyac OH HIYETO He MOXKeET el chenarh. VI Opuk Bech
nepeq Hell, IPOCTON U TaKoii, Kakoil ecTb. VI oHa emjé Mo-
JKET ero OCTAaHOBUTD... HABEPHOE.

He moxxmpasdch oTBeTa, OH IPOJO/DKA pasfieBaTh €€,
JIOBKO pacCTEryMBas IyroBMILI Ha 60Ky. byaro é&xach oT
MIPOHMKIIETO K Ty NMPOX/IaJHOTO BeTpa, TmMaHa cama Io-
lajIach eMy HaBCTpedy, M IpUK IepecTas cebs CAepKIUBarTh.
[iryxo 3apbI4aB OT HeTepIIeHNs, OH HaKOHel| 0CBOOOIIIT fie-
BYIIKY OT HEHaBMCTHOTO ofjesiHus. bpicTpo cOpocun u ¢
cebs1 pybaxy u CHOBa NIPUHMK K e€ rybam, corpeBas Tuany
»KapOM CBOETO Tera.

Eé pyxu yXe rmagunm ero rpynb, CTUCKMBAIM HANps-
EHHble 1eun. [opsauee 6e3ymue OyATO OXBATUIO 0OOMX.
Tuana npmxumanach K HeMy, He jaBajia HaJJO/I'0 OTOPBAaThb-
¢ oT eé ry6. CTpacTb orymrana, ¥ IpyK, TOYHO B TyMaH-
HOM Openy, C/IbIIIajI TONbKO T'yIKOe OMeHne cepplia, KPOBb,
MIYMAIIYIO B BUCKAX, X TUXME CTOHBI TMaHbl, YTO IPYIKUMA-
7ach K HEMY Bc€ TecHell. VI CTOBHO TONBKO 3TO ApKOe, 3pK-
MOe€, TaKOe HacTosllee HaclaX/leHNe ellé YIepKIUBAJIO €To B
HECTBUTEIPHOCTH. .. HO B KOHIIe KOHIIOB IrOJIOBYy OKAaTHJIO
»KapoM ¥ MUp IIe€pecTaj CyLlecCTBOBaTh. JPUK 3aMep, 3aTa-
V1 AbIxaHue. ITormanmn HeXHYIO WEKY, KOCHY/ICA 60/MbIINM
ajbleM Iy0 ¥ Me[JIeHHO OIYCTIICS Ha 3eMITI0 PAXOM ¢ Tu-
aHoit. OHa MOBEpHYy/IaCh K HEMY, IIPV>KaIach U 3alycTuIa
HaJIBIIBI B €T0 CIIyTaHHBIE, BIaYKHbIe BOJIOCHI, YTO-TO OOp-
MOYa Ha CBOEM.

OpUK CHOBA JIETKO KOCHYJICA e€ Ty0, II04eMy-TO COmé-
HO-C/IaJIKUX, a IIOTOM HaKMHY/I Ha IJIajjKoe 6enpo Kpait ce-
poro miaia, samuias ot o3Hoba. He gymas, 3auem Bcé aTo
U KaK Telepb... HEBAXXHO.



CMepTh umMIneparopa

Jesamnaouyamoiii 0eHv oceHu, 200 86-1i om Ilepsoeo cnosa.
Imapuw, cmonuua Vesapckoil Vimnepuu,
kpenocmo-miopvma Beproapu.

—Tm XOoiMJIa K HeMYy.

9T10 61T He Bonpoc — Tampa orBevars He crana. [la
U He CTOM/IO YAUBIATbCA €T0 OCBEJOMIEHHOCTH: Y OBaHa U
cTeHb! ObUIM yIIaMu. BripodeMm, y Heé eCTb CBOY, O KOTOPBIX
OH ell€ He JJOTaJbIBAETCA. .. WIM CUUTAET UX CIIUIIKOM Bep-
HbiMU. Ho 3a yMepeHHyI0 I/IaTy HEKOTOpPbIe TOTOBBI pabo-
TaTh Ha 00€ CTOPOHBIL.

Tanupa mpomia mo KOMHare, CTyIas IO MATKOMY
KOBpY, ¥ OCTAaHOBWIACh ¥ OKHA, 32 KOTOPBIM YK€ CBETaJIO.
BricTpee 6bl conHIle pasBesiio 061aKa U IPOTHAIO U3 IaMsi-
THU TY XYTKYIO KapTUHY, YTO OHA yBMJe/la B KaMepe.

— Xorena yoennTbes, 4To OH k1B? CynTaelb, s TaKoe
Yy[oBUIIE U JOBE ero 4o CMepTu?

Ona ob6epHynach K BepxoBHomy Cryxurento, KOTO-
pblit cufienl B Kpeciie ¥ MATKO CIefAusI 3a Heil. B oTBeT Ha
€€ B3I/LAM OH IIOIHSJICA M MOMOIIEN O/IVKe, OCTAaHOBUJICA.
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B npuBBIYHO HEBO3MYTMMBIX, POBHBIX YepTax JINIA CKBO-
3UJI0 YTO-TO HOBOE, )KMBOE ¥ HEOObIYHOE.

— Huxkorna He Bupgena B Tebe peBHOCTh, — Tanupa
ynblOHyach ofHuMy rybamu. — Ho 1a, s1 xoTena 3HatThb, 4TO
¢ AnexkcoMm. M ... s He 3HAI0, YTO ThI B CAaMOM Jie/le ¢ HUM
XO4elllb CJIeNaTh.

— Jloporas, MCTUTb TBOeMy OBIBLIIEMY TI0OOBHUKY 3a
TO, 4TO THI OBUIA B HETO BII0OJIEHA, — 3TO C/IMIIKOM MeJIOY-
HO. 5] OBUT ¢ HMM TepenuB. — DBaH CJIeTKa YCTaI0 MOXKas
mwiedaMn. — HMKTO He Jymai, 94TO OH CMOXKET TaK... YATH.

Tanupa cHOBa OTBepHY/IAch K OKHY 1 3arOBOpMJIa TOpas-
IIo Topsidee U APOCTHEN, 4eM coOMpanach:

— TbI o6ewjan HOroBOPNUTh, YTOOBI AJIEKC CTasI HAIIUM
4yeJIOBEKOM, YTO HaM HY>KHBI CBe[JleH!s OT KOPOJi. 3aBep-
Oyemsb ero, moobemas x13Hb 1 cBoboxy. Ha a1i ycmosusa
A cormacuaack. Pacckasanma tebe Ipo ero mpouuioe, 4To-
OBl MBI MOT/IM JIepXKaThb €ro MOf KoHTponeM. Ho Bcé mo-
/IO He Tak!

— O6parHoro myTn HeT. OH OKa3a/ICsl He TAaKOl Ipef-
CKa3yeMblil, KaK Buuib. Ero Henb3s ObUIO OTHYCKAaTh Ha
cBoboxy.

— W uro Tenepp? OH npuaét B cebs mm?..

— He 3namw. Iloka oH ckopee MEPTB.

ITocne nayssl s Broxa Tanupa Bcé e crpocuna:

— Yro0... 94TO THI OyHELIb [IeTTaTh?

— TbI xouenrb 3HaTh, yObIO /N A €ro?

— [Ha.

— Her.

OBaH OOHA €€ C3a/iV 32 TA/INIO ¥ OCTOPOXKHO IIPUTAHYIT
K cebe. [IoBepHYN €€ T0NOBY KOHYMKAMI ITQ/IbLIEB, PA3Iii-
IbIBas XMypoOe BbIpakeHue nuia. V ABHO MO4yBCTBOBAT U
HaInpsDKeHNe, M CTOVIKOe HeXKelaHye ObITb IIOKOPHOIL 1 JTa-
ckoBOJ1. CIMIIKOM... CJIMIIKOM MHOTO BCETO He TaK.
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Tanupa NOpBIBUCTO B3[OXHYNA, TYTOM KOPCET CUIbHO
CTUCHY Ipyab. To My 3TO ceT DBaHa, KOTOpbIe OHA OYA-
TO BAPYT OLIYTHM/IA BOKPYT cebs, OL[yTmIa u 3abmmach, Kak
6abouka, monasas B mayTuHy. Het, Bcé He Tak, OHM OIIN-
6much BMecTe! Ecu 661 Aekc He 6BUI TaK yIIPAM U XOTb
HOIBITA/ICS TIPUCTYIIATBCS K Hell, eciut OBl BCE He CITOXKN-
JIOCh TaK HeyJa4HO — 3Ta Oyps, Mo6er ABYX OCY>KAEHHBIX
Maros, 13-3a KOTOPBIX Tellepb BeCb rOPOJ IIOCTAaBIeH Ha
yn!

— Ilocmymaii, — Havasna Tanupa, Kak BAPYT B3I POTHY-
7Ma: B IBEPb Pe3KO MOCTyYaln.

— Bamre Casarermiecto! Bame CsarerinectBo! — Ha-
IPBIBHO 3aBOINII YEN-TO TOIOC.

— Yro Tam? — rpy6oBaTo 0TO3BasICsA JBaH, Jenas Lar
K JIBEpU.

— Bame CasreituiectBo... ViMmnepaTop... oH Obl1T B
CITa/ibHeE, ...

Ilo pe3xoMy B3HOXY CTa0 IOHATHO, YTO CIYYUTIOCH.
MbiiBuc MEépTB! VIHOTO 1 He CTOMIIO XKAATh, ITOC/IE CTOMb-
KMX MecsleB 6one3Hn. Tanupa oTolIa K OKHY, He >Kesas
OBITb 3aMe4YeHHOI, a OBaH B3I/IAHY/ HA He€ ¥ TPOMKO OTO-
3BaJjICs, HE OTKPBIBaA [IBepb:

— Ceitvac 6yxy.

OHM BBIIIIN U3 KOMHATBI CITyCTsI HEKOTOpOe BpeMs, U
10 KOPOTKOMY KMBKY OBaHa CTOSBIIMNE Y [IBepell CTPaKHMU-
KII, BEYHO MOJTJaJIVBbIe 1 BEPHBIE, KaK IIChI, OTIPABUINCh
CTIETTOM.

Tanupa mna no kopupopam BepHpapu, He u3gaBas HU
3ByKa. MaliBuC He JOXMA/NCA CBOErO LIECTUNECATOTO NHA
poxpenusi... Ho B ry6une gyum y Tanupel Hudero mgaxe
He JIPOTHY/IO. 32 MOC/IeHMe TO[bl OH IIPeBPATIUIICS B MEIOY-
HOT'O, B/IaCTO/MIOOMBOTO M HaJMEHHOTO CTapyKa, KOTOPBIil
cumran cebs ymMHee Bcex!
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3aKpBITHI SKUMIAXK YKe MOMKIan y BopoT. Haknuys
Ha T'OJIOBY KAITIOLIOH IVIOTHOTO IUIAaIa, Tampa ObIcTpo 3a-
Opasach BHYTpb, a 3a Heil, IPUTHYBIINCD, celT DBaH.

— Tporait.

Bcro mopory, 1o KOTopoit HelaHO TPACIO MOBO3KY, Ta-
Jpa cufiena, OTBEpHYBIINCh K OKHY. IIpofmomkars pasro-
BOP He XOTe/IOoCh. YKe OKO/IO CaMOoro [iBoplia JBaH HAKJIO-
HIUJICS K €€ yXy M TUXO IIPOTOBOPUJI, MATKO B35IB 32 PYKY:

— Tebe cTont 6bITH 4y Th OO/IEE PACCTPOECHHOII CITY4UB-
IIVIMCH, OpOTas.

Tanupa B3I/IAHY/IA Ha HEero, BCKMHYB OpOBY. DBaH CMO-
Tpe/l Ha He€ BHUMATEIbHO U JaXke C MOjell COUyBCTBUA.
CouyBCTByeT TOMY, YTO OHa Telepb BAoBa? Vnm dyemy-To
OpyroMy... TOMY, YTO IIPOUCXOANUIO B BepHmapu u 4To 1o-
BeprIyo eé B TaKoe HacTpoeHue. Yto oH nmoHumaert!

Omna Bugmena Anekca. VM To, 4To Bujmena, HaBcerga ocTa-
HeTcs B mamsTu. Korga-to mo6umble, ropyible M OJHOBpe-
MEHHO HEeXXHBbIe TYObI ObIIM pa3OUThI TaK, YTO 3aMEKIIAsICS
KPOBbB 3aCTbIIa MAacKOJ1. Pa3ouUThI ObIIM U CKYIIBI, @ TIOf, I71a-
3aMI PacCIUIBUINCh CUHAKM. V] MOBCIOAY pacTeKananuch Kpo-
BaBble cienbl. Ecu 6b1 Tanupa He 3Hasa, oHa eBa 6B Ipu-
3HaJIa B 3TOM 3aMy4Y€HHOM, HeXXMBOM MY>XXKUlHe, CKOBAHHOM
U 3aIIepTOM B TecHOII KneTke, Anekca! CyIbHOTO, HECTIOM-
JICHHOTO, YBEPEHHOT'0 B cebe...

OBaH OTB/EK €€ OT MBICTIENI, KOTja OHM IIPMOBLUIN Ha Me-
cto. [loman pyky mpu crycke 1o cryneHbkawm, u Tanaupa mo-
KOPHO, CKJIOHMB TOJIOBY, IIPMH:AJIA €€ U MeJJICHHO ILarHy-
na BHU3. Bo Bcell eé mose ceifyac JO/DKHBI OBUIM LIAPUTH
ckop6b 1 TsxecTh. Ho Ha mymie u mpaBza 610 O TOLIHO-
TBI TSDKKO, XOTb U He 13-3a MoariBuca. Tannpa He mogHUMa-
7a I71a3, IOKOPHO 17Ia pARoM ¢ BepxoBHbIM Ciy>xuteneM u
TOJIbKO BUJIe/Ia KpaeM IJIa3a, KaK BCTPeYHbIe TYT XKe OTXO-
IAT B CTOPOHY U TOXK€ CK/IOHAIOT TOJIOBBI.
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B mokosix nmneparopa 61 HAaCTeXXb PACKPBITHI OKHA.
Bupnmo, 4T0OBI BEIBETPUTD TSKENBIN 3aIIaX CTAPOCTH... U
cMmeptu. Tanupa mpykana K ULy Kpy>KeBHOI IIATOK, BbI-
THpad I71a3a ¥ 3a0[HO IPIDKMMasd €ro K HOCy. Y IOCTenu
ocTasicsA OfUH u3 yekapeit. OH HavaI 4TO-TO COMBYMBO HOP-
MOTaTbh, HO Tanupa TONbKO OTMaxHy/Iach U IpUCENA PATXOM
C TIOCTE/IbI0 Ha HU3KYI0 CKaMbIO.

Xopo1o, 4TO OHa YCIIeNa OKa3aThCA 37eCh IPeX/e Ha-
CIIeJHUKOB.

Bce mpucyTcTByOIMe IOHMMAIOLIE OTOLIN, YTOOBI He
MellaTh i MpoLaTbcA C My>KeM. DBaH TUXO 3aTOBOPUT C
TeM XK€ JIEKapeM, CIYTY CYyeTIMBO HadajIu TaCKaTh KaKye-TO
MOJJHOCHL. Tanypa MoJIoKMIa pyKy Ha C/IOKeHHbIe JTafloHN
UMIIEPATOPa U MePBBI pa3 B3I/IAHYIA €MY B JIUIO.

OcynyB1leecss ¥ MOPIIMHUCTOE, OHO COBCEM He II0XO-
IWI0 Ha npexHero MoaiiBuca. Kyga-To mcdesnmm u HagMeH-
HOCTb, U BJIACTHOCTD, ¥ BEYHOE BbIpakeHMe « OfMH 3Hal0,
KaK IpaBWIbHO Hafio fenaTb». Ha mocrenm nexan cro-
KOJHBII TTOXIION MYy>XunHa. [IpsA6ple BeKu OBbUIN IIIOT-
HO TIPUKPBITBHI, MBIIIIIBI paccnabnensl. Tanupa 3ayMunBo
paccMoTpena Xopouo sHakoMoe nio. OHM, B KOHIIE KOH-
1I0B, IPpOXXMIN ¢ MariBucoM BMecTe 6osble ATy et... Ho
TOJIPKO Celi9ac OHa IOJyMaJla, 4TO KOTIfa-TO OH OBUI BecbMa
HeIUIoX co6oit. V1 maxke, BO3MOXHO, JOOP ¥ BETMKOAYIIEH.

Ho npoO6yauBuIyOcs BAPYT >KalIoCTh COTHA/ BOILIEAIINI
B noxou Horepu. OH sABHO crielinI, II03TOMY He YCIIel laxe
CKMHYTb JOPOXXHBII IUIAL VI OTCTETHYTD LIIArY.

— Oren! — Crapumit cblH UMIIepaTOpa NOJOUIEN K II0-
CTe/N C IPYTOJl CTOPOHBI M CK/IOHM KojleHo. bermo B3rsa-
Hyn Ha Tamupy, yOpan ynasmue Ha 100 TéMHBIE KyApu 1
CKYIIO NIOIIPUBETCTBOBAI: — Ballle Bem4ecTBo.

IOH®BI, emé He JOCTUTLIMIA M LIECTHALLATH, OH yXKe
OBbII CIMIIKOM ITOXOXK Ha OTI[a XapaKTepOM ¥ BJIACTHBI-
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My MaHepammu. Tanmpa omycTuma rmaasa M Mom4da KUBHY-
na. Yopasa CBOIO PyKy U IOTOXKIIA Ha KOJIEH!, CTUCHYB B
Iajibljax I/IaToOK.

Hotepw, npITadgch fiep>KaTbCA U HE BbIaBaThb HMKAKUX
aMOLMIL, Yepes IIedo 00epHY/ICA K JIeKapsM 1 JBaHYy:

— Kak pmaBHoO... 310 cnyunnocs? — lonoc gporryn
TOJIPKO Ha MTHOBEHME.

— DbyxkBanbHO ¢ momyaca, Bala MUIOCTb, — C I1€4Ya/Ibl0
0TO3BajICA OfuH K3 nekapeil. — [la BosHecu IlokposuTenn
OYLLY ero, TOCyfiapsl U OTLia HaIlero...

— YBepeH, OH YCHIBIINT HAaIlM MONUTBBI, — TUXO U
TBEPAO IPOU3HEC IBaH.

— Ilpomy Bac, xBatut 3TUX 3aBbIBaHuit. CaMu 3Haere,
OTell UX He CUJIbHO JIIOONIL.

Hotepu emi€ pas B3IJIAHY/ B IMLIO IOYMBLIETO UMIIEpa-
Topa MbaJiBrca 1 NOGHAJICA Ha HOIH.

— BbI cumkoM cTpory, Baila MUIOCTb, — He CMOIJIA
npomonyaTh Tampa. — Barm oTer; He 6bUI Tak KaTeropu4eH
U NOITYCKall...

— 41 3Ha10, YTO HOIyCKaI MOII OTell, He Xy>Ke Bac, Ballle
BE/INYECTBO.

Horepn cmepusn eé cnmMIIKOM XONMORHBIM, OYATO Jake
IPe3PUTEIbHBIM B3IJIAIOM. Y)Ke MHUT Ce0s1 MMIIepaToOpoOM
U T7IaBHBIM 7uiioM VIBBapa? Emié He MeHblIle rofja eMy OCTa-
BaTbCs TONIbKO HACTIENHMKOM, a el — PereHTOM U HacTOos-
VMM IIPAaBUTENEM, JaXKe ec/Ii eMy 3TO He IIo fylue!

Tanupa B3sma ce6s1 B pyKy U TOXKe BCTaa.

— Torna He OyfeM BeCTH CIOPBI Y IIOCTEIN YMEpLIETO.
A pomkHa pacnopARUTHCA HACYET IIOXOPOH, MPOLIY IIPO-
CTUTH, HO ell[é MHOTOe Halo cfienath. TeM Oosee ceropHs
0COOEHHBIIT EeHb.

CBATOI Npas3gHUK. YMepeTb B 3TOT JleHb, BIPOYEM,
CYMTANIOCh 0COOO0I U [jaXKe CBET/ION MPUMETOI, TaK UTO

48



BCE€ el€é MOXXHO NOBEPHYTb He TaK Tparum4Ho. Jlogam
MOHPABUTCA 3Ta MBICIb — YTO MX MMIIEpAaTop OBIT OT-
MeueH [lokpoBuTeneM TakuM 0co6bIM 06pa3oM. bwin BbI-
OpaH M.

ITpwxkas K MuIy IIaTOK, OHA TOPOIUIMBO MMHOBana Ho-
TepU U BbIIIIA B KOpUAOP. TaMm €€ OKpYXUIn CIy>KaHKU U
IPUABOPHBIE JaMBI, KOTOPbIE TYT >Ke IPUHSINCD IiebeTaThb
cBou cobonesnoBanus. Ho ceiiyac atot mruumit romoH Ta-
TPy He pas3ipaxkas, CKopee, HA00OPOT, IOMOTa/l OTBIEYbCS
OT HENPUATHOM BCTpeun ¢ Hotepm.

Huxkorpa paHblie TOT He ObUT Tak yBepeH B cebe U Tak
OTKPBITO U HaXaJbHO Ipe3puUTeleH K Heil. YTo mocayXuio
npuanHoi? Cryxu npo OBana? JInuHas Hemo60Bb k Cry-
xurenam? Vinm sTo mpocTo fypalkuiil XxapakTep oTLia BKyIle
C BO3PacTOM, B KOTOPOM BCe MaJIbUMIIKY CTAHOBATCSA TaKU-
MU HEBBIHOCUMBIMMN?

— Mbaccy, cobepute Manblii coBeT yepe3 4ac, — KO-
POTKO IIPMKa3ajaa OHA BEPHO LIAraBIIEMY PAJOM COBETHUKY.
ToT xuBHYI 1 6BICTPO UCYE3 32 IIOBOPOTOM.

XJIOIOTBI ¢ IOXOPOHAMM U JHEM Iedanu OTHsn y Ta-
JMPBI BeCh OCTaBLIMIiCA AeHb. Hagmo 6bU10 He TONMBKO Ipo-
OyMaTb Bce feTaly U IPUITIACUTD K IVIABHOI MOJIMTBE Ca-
MBIX Ba)XHBIX JI/IA TOCYAApCTBa 0[N, HO U 3aJyMaTbCs
0 COOCTBEHHOM OyZyILIeM — CO CIeAYIOLIero THsS OHA yxe
IIO/IHOIIpaBHasA MpaBUTENIbHNUIA 1[e/0N cTpaHbl. HeT, oHO
HOYTY TaK ¥ OBUIO MOC/IefHUE TPU MecAla, Kak MaiiBuc
CNIET B IIOCTEJNb, HO TeIleph Kak OYATO BCE IPOMCXORNIIO
Ho-HacTosAIeMy. Bce B3I/IAbl OyAyT ycTpeM/IeHBl Ha Heé.
Hapmo 03a60TUTbCSA COOTBETCTBYIOIIMM BHEIIHUM BUIOM,
nepeaaTh BCIO OOJIb Y TAXKECTb CBOETO ITOI0XKEH, HO 1 TI0-
Ka3aTb, 4YTO OHAa He 'OTOBA CIUXHYTb OTBETCTBEHHOCTb Ha
CBOMIX COBeTHMKOB. HeT, oHa BO3bMET Ha cebs1 Opems Bia-
CTU U Pa3sfe/UT €ro CIIO/IHA C HECMBILUIEHBIM €Il€ Hac/lefl-
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HIKOM IIPecTOrNa... Takoro Hec/iep>kaHHOTO, €T0 HeJb3s J0-
IyCKaTb K TPOHY NpeX[e BpeMeHN.

...a K TOMy MOMEHTY, Korjga OymeT MoXKHO, Tanupa
IO/DKHA 00ecrednTh cebe HaI&KHOE MECTO U JOCTATOYHO
BEPHBIX JIIOfielT, YTOOBI He 0Ka3aThCsl HEHYXHOII BIIOBOIL, 3a-
[IePTOIl B KaKOM-HUOYIb KPEIOCTH.

U sTa BoOJtHA, eC/iM OHA HAYHETCA TaK CKOPO, KaK Ipefi-
CKa3bIBaeT JBaH, OC/IETHsST BO3SMOXKHOCTD IPOSIBUTD Ce0s1
U yKpenutb cBoé nonoxenue! Ho 6yaTo Ha3/0 BO3HUKIN
BOCIIOMIHAHMS O BCTpede ¢ AJIEKCOM U €To IOJIHbIe THeBa,
pasoyapoBaHuUA U FOpeYN CI0Ba:

— ...Tu He npedcmasnsewv, o uém 2060puniv, Tannu.
3Haewv, 4mo maxkoe HACMOAULAA 60UHA? DMO He Mmeou
npudsopHoie uzpuvi. Koponv 0asro 2omose écmpemump 8ac
80 BCEOPYICUU, NPEUMYULECBO Cetiuac He Ha 8auieti cmopo-
He — 3amo s mozy ckazamv mebe npamo u wecmuo. Tol 20-
moea omnpasumv Ha 6OUHI0 COMHU U MbICTYU NIIOXO NOO-
20MOB7IeHHVIX NapHeti, 4mobvl OHU 0MOAnU C60U HUSHU 34
HecUacmHblli KJI040K CyuU, KOmopblii 6am 0axe He NPUHAO-
nexcum no npaey?! Kmo na camom dene cmpoum smu 0emo-
Huyeckue naauvi?! Jean?

JleMoHMyYeckme nIaHbl. A 4TO, ecu Ajiekc ObUT IpaB u
OBaH JIeVICTBUTEIBHO OMNMOAETCS. .. YTO, €C/IM BCE 9TO Ha-
IpacHO U BeleT ux K nornbemu. Xopouuo, ecinu VIBBap cmo-
XeT ofiep>KaTh OBICTPYI0 obefy, KOTOpylo obemaeT JBaH,
HO 4TO, €C/IM KOPOJIb U BIIpaB/ly TOpasfio CUIbHee U JIyvlle
MIOATOTOBJIEH, YeM OHU CUUTAIOT?

— ...q He 8epIo, YUMo MO Mbvl CMOIA NPUOYMAMb 6C10
amy ucmopuro. A Maiisuc Ha cmapocmu siem 6vis He CKIO0-
HeH K peuwiumenvHuim Oeicmeusim. Tannu, He Oenail emyno-
cmetl, 0 KOMOPbIX NOMOM noxcaneeuiv. A s He notidy Ha bec-
CMUICTIEHHY10 B0TIHY HU MO0 UBBAPCKUM, HU MO0 SHAPUTICKUM,
HU MO0 Kakum Opyaum (hnazom.
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OT Takoro 3HaKOMOTO rojI0Ca, OT BOCIIOMMHAHUIL €T
6/1130CTH, KOTJIa OH CTOSI Iiepeft Heil, bsAHALLe-3HAaKOMBII,
Kacascph €€ pyKy, B Iyllle YTO-TO OTO3BAJIOCh IPOTSKHOM
6onbio. CHOBa. OH cumTaet eé mpepaBuieil. A oHa... Bec-
CMBbIC/TIeHHas1 BOJiHa. MO>KeT, elé ecTb BpeMs 0OQyMarh u
He IpeJIpUHMMATh PelNTEeNbHbIX JelicTBuit?.. OcraHo-
BuThbcA? OrcTynuTb? IloroBoputh ¢ OBaHOM?

OT TpeBor U BHIBOPAYMBAKINNX AYIIY IePeKUBAHUNI
pasbosenach ronoBa, 1 K Bedepy Tamupa mpukasana caenarb
11 ce0s TOpAYYI0 BaHHY C Mac/IaMy, HaflesiCh, YTO 3TO XOTb
HEMHOTO CHMMeT HaIlpsDKeHUe >KYTKOro JHA. XOTs Obl Ie-
peBecTu yx.

OHa npoita B KOMHATY, IOCpey KOTOPOI CTOsA/Ia Mpa-
MopHas BaHHa. OT BOABI B BO3AYX IOJHUMAICA Iap, 00-
BOJIAKMBasA BCE BOKPYT MATKUM AYHLIMCTBIM TyMaHoM. Me-
JIMCCAa M MACNIO KPacHOIO alle/IbCYMHA, HOTKYM I'BO3JAMKU U
RypMaHAmuI apoMar BaHwnu. He 3ps eé 6a0yika HasbIBa-
JIa apoMartbl JIEKAPCTBOM [/ AYILIN.

— IlosBonbre, Balle BeIMYECTBO, — IMOACKOYMIA TYT
e 00iikasi ppDKeBoocas AHaberb.

B mBe mapbl pyk cy>KaHKM JTOBKO PAcCIIHYPOBAJIN TeC-
Hoe 1tatbe. CHAIM IUIOTHYIO HVDKHIOK 100Ky ¢ KPVHOJIN-
HOM, BBITAHY/IN TYIME JIEHTHI U3 BONOC U PaCIUIENIN KOCBI.
Tanupa mar"yna us ymasmieil Ha oy py6axy, HaKOHeI
B3/I0XHY/a IIOTHON I'PYAbI0 U MEMIJIEHHO OITYCTW/IACh B IIle-
KOYYIIYI0, TOPAYYI0 BOAY, OTYETO IO KOXKe IIpobekaa mpu-
ATHasA Apoxb. [IpuKpeina 1asa.

Mmnepatop mMéprs. Havamach HOBaA urpa, B KOTOpon
Hafl0 BBICTYNUTD JOCTOMHO, a BCE OCTajlbHOE€ — B IIPO-
1IOM. JIO/DKHO OBITH B IIPOLITIOM.

HesxHble meBUYbM PYKM NPUHAINCH MAacCUPOBATh IIEI0
¥ 1e4n. 3a6bITh 000 BCEM U IPOCTO BABIXaTh apOMATHBII
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Iap ¥ HeXUTHCA B IeHe. KTo-To 3a60T/IMBO MORHST OTsIKe-
JIeBIIVe BOIOCHI, IPOIIENCA 110 HUM IpeOHeM, pacIyThiBas
OepeXHO 1 OCTOPOXKHO.

Ho xonopHslit BeTep mpobexkan BAPYT IO pyKe, Jie-
JKallleyl Ha Kpalo BaHHBL. Tanupa He OTKpbUIA I71a3, TOJb-
KO BC/IyIIa/Iach B TUXMI IIOPOX U Y€M-TO LIENOT, KOTOPbI
OBICTPO CMOJIK. JINIIO OBesi/1 3HAKOMBIN 3aIlax, M He OCTa-
JIOCh COMHEHMIT, KTO elljé MOT TaK 6eCliepeMOHHO BIIOMUTb-
Csl B €€ TIOKOM.

— Tocnoxa, — mpuceB psAgOM, TPEBOXKHO 3allenTasna
AHabenb. — I He MyILy €ro, /v BbI IPUKAXKETE.

Kak 651 H1 3aMaH4MBO 3TO 3BY4ajI0, HO IT00eCcei0BaTh C
9BaHOM cToMIO U eit camoit. Oco6eHHO 1OC/Ie TOro Helpu-
ATHOTrO pasrosopa ¢ Horepu.

— VYxopure, — TUX0 BbIJOXHYNa Tanupa. — OcTaBb-
Te Hac, 1 YTOObI HY OJHA XKMBasl AyLIa He Me/IbKaja PsALOM.
U y6enych, YTO HMKTO ¥ HUYETO He BUJEL.

Korpa mopox nnarbeB CTHUX, OCTAZIOCh TOMBKO OLIyIIe-
HIe 9y>KOrO 06€3MOJIBHOTO IIPUCYTCTBUA.

Tanupa noTsHynach Brepéx u cena, 3aK0/I0B BOTIOCHI Ha-
Bepxy. MsArkas meHa CKO/Ib3HY/Ia CO CIMHBI, OKyTasa Ile-
4y ¥ CKpbUIa I'pyAb. Tanupa orfsAHynach 4epes 1jiedo. IBaH
CTOSITI PAZOM M CMOTPEN Ha Heé C TOM JKe MATKONM 3ayM-
4YUBOCTDBIO, YTO ¥ YTPOM B 3KUIIaXe, Ilepef, TeM KaK OHU
IIPOLLIN BO JIBOpeEII.

— Ham pasroBop He MOr NOJOXJaTb? — IOYTHU
yTBepXKpamolle ciupocusa Tajaupa 1 I/IaBHO MOJHS/IACh HA
HOTY. DBaH COIVIACHO KVBHYJI C KOPOTKOJI Y/IBIOKOIL, @ B €0
I/1a3aX OTPa3UINCh OTOTIECKU CBeYeil.

Takoit oH eé emé He Bupen. OHa 6o/bIIe He MPOCTO
»KeHa umIeparopa. OHa — uMIeparpuiia, o61eyéHHas Ba-
CTbI0. B oTpaskeHMu 3epkaj, B MepLalolieM CBeTe IOKPbI-
Tad KalVIAMM KOyKa Kasanach IENKoBoit. [leHa cOexana 1mo
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TPyAY BHMU3, OTKPbIB JBaHy eé oO6HaxEéHHOe Teno. Tanmmpa
3HaJIa, 4TO ellé JOCTATOYHO XOPOIIa, YTOOBI CBOAUTD C yMa
IpPUABOPHBIX MY>K4YMH, HO IIPOCTbIe KpacaBlibl U IyCTOrO-
7oBble (PPaHTHI HUKOI/A €€ He IHTepeCOBaMU. A BOT YMHBIE
U OIIACHbIE UTPOKIL. ..

— Bamre BenmuecTBoO.

OBaH NPOTAHYI el pyKy. Tanupa B3smach 3a ero J1aloHb
U OCTOPOKHO HIarHy/la Ha Ioj, a CayXuTenb MONHSI jIe-
JKaBILIMII Y BaHHBI TOHKWIT Xa/IaT 1 06epHyI BOKpYT. byaro
HEYassHHO KOCHYJICSI KOXKM, OIJIaivI U3Tu6 Tammu u benpa.
Hecmorps Ha ero caH, 9BaH 0CTaBa/ICsA MYXUYMHOM, ¥ MYX-
YMHON JOCTATOYHO MOJIONBIM U CU/IbHBIM. BriactabiM. U ceit-
vac Tanupa Bujiena ero HanpspKeHue 1 SKelaHe Moy, CBo6of-
HOJI OfeX/011 1 lavke OyATO IETKMIT TYMaH BO B3ITIAfE.

OHU JaBHO He OCTaBajICh HaeuHe, M B Hell caMoll Ha-
4aJjIo POXKAATHCA KpysKalljee TOJIOBYy TOMJIEHME. .. HO ceif9ac
eCTb Jiela ToBaKHee. Tanupa npopena pyku B pyKaBa, He-
Ope>XXHO 3aIaxHy/Ia MO/Ibl TOHKOI TKaHU y TPYAM ¥ KMBHY/IA
OBaHy Ha KOMHATY, Ifie CTOSI/IM KpOBaTb ¥ HU3KUIL IMBaH.

Tanmupa 3abpanach Ha KpoBaTh, OJPKAB 10f, Ce6s1 HOTU
U IpeiIoKIIa OBaHy CECTb PANOM.

OH npucen Ha kpait. bansko, HO Tak, YTOOBI XOPOLIO
BUIETh €€ nuilo. JInIo u MbICIN.

— Kaxk TbI cebs 9yBcTByemb? — cupocun OBaH BAPYT,
ybupas ¢ mieya BpIOMBIIVECS U3 HeOPEXHO 3a0paHHON
NPUYECKU MIPALU.

— He Takoro Bompoca s xpgana, — Tanupa ckioHMIa
rO/I0By HaOOK.

OBaH OXXMJAET, YTO OHA OyfIeT ero co6Ia3HATh, HO ITYCTh
TOMMUTCSI, TIOKa OHU He IIOTOBOPAT U He 00cynsT Bcé. OH cen
cBOOOHEE U 3aTOBOPWIIL, IS/ €11 B I/1asa:

— Horepu Bbi6MBaeTcs us-nox koHTpomA. Kro-To emé
BIVAET Ha HETO, U BIMAET He B HAIIy II0/Ib3y. MHe KaXKeT-
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